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Text 
Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and 

high priest whom we confess. 2 He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in 

all God's house. 3 Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house 

has greater honor than the house itself. 4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of 

everything. 5 Moses was faithful as a servant in all God's house, testifying to what would be said in the 

future. 6 But Christ is faithful as a son over God's house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our 

courage and the hope of which we boast. 

 

Introduction 
 Henry Martyn was a nineteenth-century missionary to the Muslims of then Persia.  

At one point when the Christians there were being severely persecuted by the Muslims a 

Muslim scholar that Martyn had been developing a relationship with attempted to 

comfort Martyn.  And so he told him a line from a fable that conveyed something like 

this: “Prince Abbas has killed so many Christians that Christ from the fourth heaven took 

hold of Muhammad’s skirt to entreat him to desist.” 

 This was not comforting to Martyn.  The look on Henry Martyn’s face upon 

hearing this fable was one of intense distress.  The astonished Muslim asked why. 

 Martyn replied, “I could not endure existence if Jesus was not glorified; it would 

be hell to me if He were to be always thus dishonored.”
1
  The very idea, the very notion, 

the very thought of Christ kneeling before someone else was profoundly disturbing. 

 Is this how you feel about Jesus?  This is what it means to be a Christian.  To 

recognize the absolute superiority of Jesus.  He’s not just a religious figure.  He’s not just 

a nostalgic idea or a concept for discussion or a good luck charm that you bring off the 

shelf to use when you need it.  He is the sovereign Lord of the universe.  At the name of 

Jesus every knee will bow (cf. Phil. 2:10).  That’s who we’re talking about here.  Can you 

bear to see people try to relegate him to anything less? 

This is what we’ve been seeing in the book of Hebrews.  1:1-3 – Jesus is superior 

to anything: he’s the superior speech, he has superior status, he provides a superior 

salvation.  The next section – 1:4ff – shows how Jesus is vastly superior to angels.  Last 

week we began to look at the wonder that such a one so elevated as he would stoop to 

save us.  And in today’s text the comparisons pick back up.  Today we see that Jesus is 

superior to Moses – the key figure in the OT. 

Do you have this perspective?  That Jesus is superior to anything this world can 

offer?  Remember: we said that Hebrews was written to a church filled with people who 
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were struggling.  They were in danger of giving up the faith.  If you’re going to become a 

Christian you must know that Jesus is superior.  And if you’re going to stay a Christian 

you must keep this perspective… because it’s hard.  It does not always seem that Jesus is 

reigning.  There is opposition.  There are many factors at play that conspire to fill you 

with doubts and distractions. 

You come to worship Jesus on Sunday, but then you walk out of the church to a 

world of many temptations.  Do you remember what it was like last week as you walked 

out of church (if you were here)?  Some of you walked out into a beautiful fall day eager 

to get on with what really makes you happy.  Some of you walked back out into a tense 

marriage or intense disappointment.  Some of you walked out and were quickly reminded 

of a heartbreaking family situation you’re living in or the prospect of going back to a job 

that you hate or, for some, not having a job.  Some of you walked out seemingly 

unchanged, unmoved by the preaching and singing and eating at the Lord’s Table, still in 

a fog of depression that’s not lifting.  Some of you walked out of here last Sunday with 

pain (physical or emotional), unanswered prayer requests, overwhelming pressures on 

you. 

One Christian woman in Pakistan last Sunday describes her walk out of her 

church – “I heard two explosions.  People started to run.  Human remains were strewn all 

over the church.”
2
  Last Sunday in Peshawar, Pakistan, 37 men, 34 women, and 7 

children were killed by a suicide bomber just for worshipping Christ. 

So why would someone want to become a Christian?  And what keeps people 

Christians in the face of such suffering, hardship?  It can only be a vision of the 

supremacy of Jesus.  He bows before no one.  He is due all glory.  He’s better than any 

worldly philosophy, pleasure, or relationship.  And being united to him, even in his 

sufferings provides an intimacy that’s deeper than what you get if you try to insulate 

yourself from all pain.  Resting in his grace provides a better security than working 

yourself to the bone to prove or achieve something.  He is superior in all these ways… 

and more. 

We see today that Jesus is superior to Moses.  And in telling us this, the author is 

giving us another exhortation towards faithfulness, not giving up, sticking with Jesus.  So 

let’s look at it and be encouraged again today that Jesus is worth it.  In short, what we’re 

going to see today from Hebrews 3:1-6 is just this: remain faithful to the One who was 

faithful for you. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Address: Holy Brothers 
 First word of today’s text: therefore.  Therefore – in light of all that I’ve just said 

about the utter superiority of Jesus and then the mind bogglingly sweet reality that the 

one so high came down so low, becoming just like us in order to help us…  Therefore, in 

light of this great Jesus, “holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your 

thoughts on Jesus” (v. 1a,b). 

 Let’s just focus first for a bit on the way the author addresses his hearers here.  

This is the first time in the letter that the author addresses them directly, in the second 

person.  He’s getting very personal.  Christianity is not just lofty notions, take it or leave 
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it.  We don’t just talk around things ‘up here’ in the world of ideas.  It is very personal.  

You – what are you going to do with this Jesus? 

 And notice how the author addresses these troubled Christians.  He calls them 

“holy brothers.”  “The term [‘brothers’] which the author uses to address the recipients of 

his letter shows that, though they are in need of correction and admonition, he has not 

ceased to regard them as his fellow Christians and companions in the faith.”
3
  So says 

commentator Philip Hughes.  This is encouraging, isn’t it?  You’re struggling?  You’re 

not going to be written off!  Your brothers and sisters cannot ignore the issue; they’re 

going to plead with you.  But not from a place of in your face, irritated, arrogant 

confrontation, but coming alongside you and saying, “Brother,” “Sister.” 

What this means is that we should always assume that fellow members of the 

church are Christians and treat them that way and think of them that way.  The only thing 

that could change that is if after a lengthy and involved process they are removed from 

membership when the whole body is assembled together in the name of the Lord Jesus 

and the power of our Lord Jesus is present (1Cor. 5:4).  But until that should happen (and 

we pray it doesn’t ever have to), we should refer to each other as brothers and sisters, 

think of each other as fellow members of the family of God, no matter how prolonged 

and deep the struggle is. 

And not only that, but holy – bought, washed, and set apart by the blood of Christ.  

Special.  Our identity, no matter how deep our struggles are is – ‘Saint,’ ‘Holy One’.  

And I think just hearing yourself referred to in these ways can sometimes be enough to 

shock us back in to faith and cheer us up.  Isn’t that true?  When someone calls you 

brother or refers to you as a daughter of the King or looks you in the eye and says, 

“You’re a saint – holy because of Jesus,” doesn’t that give you a boost of hope? 

“Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling” (v. 1a).  We’re all in 

something together, something truly grand.  We’ve been called from heaven and for 

heaven.  This is where we’re going.  It is a great and high calling.  We need to be 

reminded of this – God came all the way down from the heights of heaven to call us to 

heaven.  We are “press[ing] on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 

[us] heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14).  And we’re all in this together, helping 

each other along the way. 

 

The Charge: Fix Your Thoughts 
 Okay, this is all how he addresses them.  Just the way he identifies them when he 

talks to them is full of so much meaning.  But what is he saying to these holy brothers 

who share in the heavenly calling?  “Fix your thoughts on Jesus” (v. 1b).  It’s similar to 

Paul’s command to the Colossians in Colossians 3:1-4 – “Since, then, you have been 

raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right 

hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  For you died, and 

your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is your life, appears, then 

you also will appear with him in glory.” 

Fix your thoughts, set your minds on…  This is how we brace ourselves when 

we’re swirling around, the floor feels like it’s fallen out from underneath us, our head is 

spinning.  We have to take control of our thoughts.  We have to step back and review 

what we know to be true.  And not in a self-affirming pep-talk sort of way – “I am strong.  

I can do it.”  No.  “Christ has come.  He lived a perfect life.  He died for sins and came 
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back to life and ascended to heaven.  He’s on the throne.  And I am in him.  Where he is, 

there I am.  I’m accepted by the Father.  I have a future that’s bright because of that.  

He’s coming back.  It doesn’t depend on me.”  We have to rehearse these realities in our 

mind regularly. 

But what do we usually fix our thoughts on?  Me and my circumstances, right?  

We worry, our mind races with possible scenarios, fears.  We fix our thoughts on what 

other people think of us.  How do I stack up?  Have I accomplished enough today?  Was 

that comment too self-centered?  Where’s my life going?  What should I do?  Etc…  Our 

thoughts get fixated on these things.  We have to snatch them back and fix them on Jesus. 

The author gives us two descriptors of Jesus here for us to latch on to.  He’s 

already given us so much.  And he will flesh out more as the book goes on.  But here he 

refers to Jesus as “the apostle and high priest whom we confess” (v. 1c).  It’s weird to 

hear Jesus referred to as an Apostle.  In fact, this is the only time in the NT that he is.  

But recall that the word simply means ‘sent one’.  And certainly Jesus is that.  He says it 

over and over again in the Gospel of John.  For example, John 5:36 – “The very work that 

the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent 

me.”  Fix your thoughts on the sent-ness of Jesus – what he left, why he came, the fact of 

his Incarnation… 

“The apostle and high priest.”  He didn’t just come to show us the way to live.  He 

certainly didn’t come to condemn us.  Why did he come?  Why was he sent?  He came to 

perform the needed service of a high priest; namely, to offer sacrifice for sin and mediate 

between us and God.  Hebrews will elaborate on this a lot in the chapters to come, but 

this is what Jesus did.  He offered the once for all sacrifice for sin and ascended into the 

true Holy of Holies of God’s presence to intercede for us, to plead this blood as our full 

and final atonement before God, clearing the record and establishing reconciliation.  Fix 

your thoughts on Jesus as your High Priest. 

Think about this stuff!  Don’t just turn your mind off and go to passive 

entertainment.  Fill your mind with truth.  Ruminate on your confession of faith, don’t 

just rattle it off and move on to tech reviews and celebrity gossip and fantasy sports and 

whatever tends to occupy your mind most of the time.  Think, just think, about who Jesus 

is and what he’s done for you, brothers and sisters! 

 

The Content: Jesus’ Faithfulness 
 But there’s more.  We’re just getting started.  We’ve seen the address: “holy 

brothers.”  We’ve seen the charge: “fix your thoughts.”  Now let’s look even more 

closely at the content of this charge.  There’s so much jammed into these verses that we 

can get lost in it all, but grammatically v. 2 is not a new sentence but part of the sentence 

begun in v. 1.  “Accordingly,” one NT scholar points out, “the whole expression [should 

probably] be rendered [like this]: ‘Carefully consider that Jesus… was faithful to the one 

who appointed him’.  The force of the admonition, then, is for the hearers to give careful 

and attentive consideration to the faithfulness of Jesus.”
4
  This is really the main thing 

that we are directed to here.  “Fix your thoughts on the faithfulness of Jesus!” 

 What does that mean?  It means, reflect on the fact that Jesus was faithful to do 

everything he was supposed to do.  He never dropped the ball, never faltered.  He prayed 

towards the end of his life – “I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work 

you gave me to do” (Jn. 17:4).  And when he was on the cross he said, “It is finished” (Jn. 
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19:30).  He was faithful to the point of death!  Perfectly obedient to the Father all the 

way.  “Being in very nature God, [he] did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 

human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 

became obedient to death – even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:6-8)!  Jesus was perfectly 

faithful to the end. 

 Let’s think more about what this means.  Verse 2 introduces Moses into the line 

of reasoning – “[Jesus] was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was 

faithful in all God’s house.”  This is loosely quoting an OT passage – Numbers 12:7 – 

which praised Moses’ faithfulness.  Moses did what God told him to do and said what 

God told him to say.  Moses is a towering figure in the OT.  One person has said, “It is 

difficult to exaggerate the importance of Moses in Judaism, and the veneration with 

which he was regarded.”
5
  The author of Hebrews doesn’t knock Moses (although he 

could have, because, after all, Moses wasn’t perfectly faithful; he tripped up toward the 

end and didn’t get to go into the Promised Land; cf. Nu. 20:12).  But, nevertheless, he lets 

Moses’ general faithfulness stand.  It would be hard to make a case that anyone else was 

more faithful. 

 And then the author says, “Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than 

Moses” (v. 3a).  What comes next are two analogies to illustrate this superiority of Jesus 

to Moses.  First, there’s the relationship of builder to house.  Then the relationship of 

servant to son. 

 First, “Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the 

builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself” (v. 3).  We go to see the Robie 

House because we are honoring Frank Lloyd Wright, not the house itself.  The house is a 

pointer to the greatness of the genius of the architect.  Moses is a big piece, but he is just 

one piece of this larger superstructure that Jesus has been building throughout time of 

which many OT figures are a part of as well as Christians throughout the history of the 

church down to us.  But Jesus is the builder (cf. Mt. 16:18).  He’s not just one piece of it.  

He stands over it all and has the whole thing in mind as he makes it come together.  “For 

every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.”  This verse is yet 

another indication that Jesus is God.  Moses was just a man. 

 The illustration shifts a bit in v. 5.  The house idea is still there, but now Moses is 

referred to as a servant.  Again, that’s not denigrating.  It was a title of honor given to 

Moses (eg. Ex. 14:31, Josh. 1:2).  He was given a lot of responsibility.  “Moses was 

faithful as a servant in all God’s house…  But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s 

house” (vv. 5a, 6a).  Moses was.  Christ is.  Moses in.  Christ over.  Moses servant.  

Christ son.  In England one of Queen Elizabeth’s chief officers is called the Lord 

Chamberlain.  He is a trusted senior official and responsible for The Queen’s Household 

and is based at Buckingham Palace.  “On ceremonial occasions the Lord Chamberlain 

carries a white staff and a key, the symbols of his office.”
6
  He is held in honor.  But it’s 

not hard to see the difference between the Lord Chamberlain and Prince Charles.  Charles 

is the son.  The Lord Chamberlain serves in Buckingham Palace.  Prince Charles owns 

Buckingham Palace. 

 So there are two illustrations of the superiority of Jesus to Moses.  But remember, 

the content of the charge is to fix your thoughts on the faithfulness of Jesus.  Why 

compare Jesus’ faithfulness with Moses’?  And it’s this.  Moses was faithful to relay 
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God’s law.  Jesus was faithful to fulfil it!  Why should we fix our thoughts on the 

faithfulness of Jesus?  Because by his perfect faithfulness he has alone fulfilled God’s 

requirements and offers his record of perfect faithfulness to us.  That’s the glory of Jesus.  

Moses gave us the law, but “what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by 

the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son [in order to take our penalties spelled 

out in the law and] in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met 

in us” (Rom. 8:3-4) who have faith in Jesus.  “The law was given through Moses; grace 

and truth came through Jesus Christ” (Jn. 1:17). 

 The Law that Moses represents works this way: faithfulness = blessing, 

unfaithfulness = curses.  So Moses says in Deuteronomy 11:13, “If you faithfully obey 

the commands I am giving you today – to love the LORD your God and to serve him 

with all your heart and with all your soul – [things will go well with you].”  Later in the 

OT we see that “the people of Judah were taken captive to Babylon because of their 

unfaithfulness” (1Chron. 9:1).  Later Nehemiah cites “the instruction [God] gave [his] 

servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations’” (Neh. 

1:8).  And who has ever been faithful to love God with all his heart, mind, soul, and 

strength and do his will in loving others?  Nobody.  Except Jesus.  So in the Law set up 

by God through Moses blessings and curses are contingent on our faithfulness. 

 In the gospel brought by Jesus blessings and curses are given based on Christ’s 

faithfulness.  This is a far superior set up.  Consider Jesus’ faithfulness for you!  He did it 

all for you.  All that you could not do, Jesus did on your behalf.  All that you deserved to 

have done to you, Jesus endured on your behalf.  Keep this ever before you.  Do not be 

tempted to slip back into a reliance upon Moses and the Law for your life. 

This may have been part of the temptation for these struggling Christians, many 

of whom came from Jewish backgrounds.  Going back into the Mosaic system seemed 

appealing.  It’s not!  It’s can’t work.  This is the point of the book of Galatians.  Some 

Christians there had been deceived by some people calling them back to Moses and the 

Law.  Paul is really worked up about this!  It’s preposterous.  Paul says, “We… know that 

a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ.  So we… have 

put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by [our 

faithful] observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified” (Gal. 

2:15-16).  “Clearly no one is justified before God by the law” (Gal. 3:11).  Our only hope 

is not our faithfulness, but Christ’s faithfulness imputed to us.  Fix your thoughts on the 

faithfulness of Christ. 

Moses was just a piece of the puzzle, a servant administering a Law that was put 

into effect “to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.  Now that faith has 

come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law” (Gal. 3:24-25).  Now that Jesus 

has come we have someone greater than Moses giving us something greater than Moses 

did.  The law wasn’t bad.  On the contrary “the law is holy, and the commandment is 

holy, righteous and good” (Rom. 7:12).  But it just can’t save us.  It can only point out 

our need of a Savior.  Jesus is that Savior! 

And we see this in the phrase in v. 5 of our text today.  “Moses was faithful as a 

servant in all God’s house, testifying to what would be said in the future.”  Moses and the 

Law was ultimately setting up Jesus and the gospel.  Moses, in the first five books of the 

Bible which he wrote, was faithful to point ahead to Jesus in so many ways.  That’s why 

we are preaching through them at this church.  Hebrews is a break from a larger plan to 
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preach through the books of Moses.  We’ve already done Genesis, Exodus, and Leviticus.  

And we’ve seen in amazing ways how they all point ahead to Christ.  Jesus himself said 

this to the Jews of his day who were setting all their hopes on Moses.  John 5:46 – “If you 

believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me!”  He confronted them – 

“You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal 

life.  These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have 

life” (Jn. 5:39-40).  The Law of Moses was ultimately written about Jesus (cf. Lk. 24:44), 

“testifying to what would be said in the future” which is now, these “last days [when 

God] has spoken to us [definitively] in his Son” (1:2). 

We must keep our eyes fixed on Jesus as the centerpiece of the Bible because it’s 

so easy to slip back into reading it as just law, without gospel.  We read it merely to see 

what we need to do, instead of to see Jesus and what he’s done and let the doing naturally 

flow out of that.  We lose the wonder of Jesus as our “faithful high priest” (1:17).  I don’t 

know how alluring it is for you today to become enraptured with a form of Judaism and 

elevate Moses above Jesus, maybe that could be a trap for some.  It’s probably much 

easier for us to slide into moralism of some kind.  Be nice.  Do good.  I’m doing okay.  

I’m better than other people.  Why do I really need Jesus again? 

Or, I suspect more often than not we forget about Jesus and his faithfulness in 

fulfilling the law and crediting that to us by faith apart from works and we slip back into 

thinking as if we’re under the law with all its pressure to perform.  And eventually it just 

gets to be too much.  Whether it’s specifically the Mosaic Law or some version of “an 

interior principle of demand or ought that [is] universal in human nature…. [one of] the 

innumerable laws we carry inside us,”
7
 it doesn’t matter.  We fix our thoughts on what 

we must do and what we can’t do and lose sight of Jesus and what he’s done – his 

faithfulness that dwarfs Moses’. 

Are you thinking and living as if you’re in that system right now?  Are you worn 

out by trying hard to do right?  Are you resentful of God because you think you’ve been 

faithful and he isn’t giving you what you think you deserve?  Are you perplexed because 

you’re suffering and you think it means he is punishing you for something?  If so, you’re 

thinking as if you’re under Moses, under the law.  And your spiritual life will be a 

struggle. 

If you’re not a Christian, consider ways that you too are living under the law in 

some fashion.  You are looking to your own faithfulness, your own capability, your own 

goodness or performance to somehow be what makes you have worth.  Maybe you’re 

really killing it right now.  You’ve found your niche and have carved out a place in life 

where you can feel good about yourself.  Or maybe you’ve bombed and you’re feeling 

like a failure.  Either way, the superiority of Jesus is that what he offers is not based on 

your faithfulness, but his for you.  He was perfect in all ways.  Put your trust in him.  

Find your identity in him.  Repent of your worship of self and believe that Christ died 

even for that, and worship him as a result. 

 

What is Our Faithfulness? 
 Now the final sentence has more great stuff packed into it, but it is essentially a 

call for us to be faithful.  But wait a minute, I thought you just said it’s not about us being 

faithful.  I did.  This is what it means for us to be faithful: to keep putting our faith in the 

fact that Jesus was faithful for us.  Our primary faithfulness is not adherence to the law.  
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It’s being full of faith in the gospel that Jesus was faithful to the law for us.  Our real 

faithfulness, in other words, isn’t a work we do, but a resting in the work of Christ.  It’s 

being full of faith that Christ was faithful for us.  Remain faithful to the One who was 

faithful for you. 

 “And we are his house” – that is, we are part of the people of God, this glorious 

thing that Jesus has been building among the fallen ruins of this world.  In places like 1 

Timothy 3:15 the church is called God’s household (cf. Gal. 6:10, 1Pe. 4:17).
8
  We have 

a part in this great salvation wrought by Jesus, “we are his house, if we hold on to our 

courage and the hope of which we boast” (v. 6b).  In other words, if we are faithful.  

Faithful to do what?  Faithful to be kind to people and not cheat on anything and always 

do what’s right and never do what’s wrong and work hard and keep your nose clean and 

parent perfectly and do great things for God?  If that’s what this means, then we’re all 

screwed. 

Have you ever gotten to know someone you think is really godly?  It’s so 

disappointing isn’t it?  I’m somewhat connected with a lot of pastors in the city and 

getting to know several of them very well.  They are men I respect in many ways.  Some 

have been married to one woman for over 30 years.  Some have led successful ministries.  

Others are great preachers.  But underneath the surface they all have some deep seated 

issues.  Have you ever read biographies of great men and women of the faith?  By God’s 

grace there’s always evidence of God’s hand on them.  But there’s also always blind 

spots, persistent patterns of sin, areas of weakness. 

What does it mean to hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast?  

What is our courage?  Our hope?  Our boast?  It has to be Christ!  Doesn’t it?  It means to 

recognize all the ways we fall short and always will, but to find our courage (or 

confidence) in the fact that we are in Christ.  It’s the same word that’s used in Ephesians 

3:12 – “In [Christ] and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 

confidence.”  And what is our hope?  It cannot be in our own record or ability to secure 

our future.  “Set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed” (1Pet. 1:13).  What is our boast?  It cannot be in ourselves (cf. Rom. 4:2).  “Let 

him who boasts boast in the Lord” (1Cor. 1:31; cf. Gal. 6:14). 

Brothers and sisters: Let us remain faithful to the One who was faithful for us.  

Let’s fix our thoughts on him and his faithfulness.  From before time began he entered a 

covenant of redemption with the Father to save his elect.  He was sent and he went.  He 

shared in our humanity so that by death he might rescue us.  He always did what his 

Father told him (cf. Jn. 8:28-29).  He was perfectly faithful, fulfilling all righteousness.  

And now he is raised from the dead and seated at the right hand of the Father waiting 

until the day he will come again to earth to judge all those who have not put their 

courage, hope, and boast in the gospel. 

Now we will grow in faithfulness of life as we keep our thoughts fixed on Christ’s 

faithfulness for us.  Faithfulness is after all a fruit of the Holy Spirit.  But how do we get 

the Spirit Gal. 3:2 – “Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing 

what you heard?  Are you so foolish?  After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying 

to attain your goal by human effort?”  Let us remain faithful to the One who was 

faithful for us. 

 

Conclusion 
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 That word, hope...  There is no hope apart from Christ (cf. Eph. 2:12).  I recently 

saw the latest Woody Allen film in the theater – Blue Jasmine.  Woody Allen has 

publicly embodied that phrase we looked at last week – the fear of death.  He’s said 

things like, “I am not afraid of death, I just don’t want to be there when it happens.”  Or, 

“I don’t want to achieve immortality through my work.  I want to achieve it through not 

dying.”  His movies explore deep themes, but usually with humor. 

 But Woody Allen is getting closer to death and his latest film – Blue Jasmine – to 

me painfully depicts the hopeless of life.  There’s only one scene that is somewhat 

comedic in it and (I won’t spoil it for you, but) it ends with utter hopelessness. 

 And yet towards the end there’s a scene where Alec Baldwin’s Bernie Madoff 

kind of character gets arrested by the Feds at the door to his Manhattan apartment 

building.  And he spouts off this long string of superlatives piled up around the phrase 

“Jesus Christ Almighty God.”  And I wanted to stand up in the middle of the theater and 

shout to everyone – “Yes!  YES!  That’s the answer!”  Jesus is God Almighty, the 

superior One, and he offers us a great salvation, the only hope for this life and the next. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Let’s us come to him today… 

 

Benediction 
“He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord, is faithful” (1Cor. 1:8-9). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, September 29, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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