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Text 
We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 2 For 

if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just 

punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first 

announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, 

wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. 

 

Introduction 
 Beed’s Lake State Park is just minutes away from my wife’s grandparents’ farm 

in Iowa.  Her whole family has gathered there the last couple years for a week of 

camping.  It’s nice to camp near a family farm because we have an unlimited supply of 

firewood and can crash there if it’s raining and we can borrow their boat to take out on 

the lake.  Beed’s Lake is a modest sized lake.  You can still see the tree-lined shore all 

around you from the middle of it. 

 But Beed’s Lake isn’t really a lake; it’s a reservoir.  A few creeks were damned 

up to make it and so there’s actually a mild current moving toward the spillway at one 

end – a 40 foot tall limestone dam with water constantly cascading over it, along with the 

occasional driftwood.  You wouldn’t look at Beed’s Lake and notice the water moving, 

but if you were to take a boat out to the middle of it and kill the engine and take a nap in 

the sun, you would drift slowly towards the dam and… if nothing happened… fall over it 

to your death. 

 Now, if someone was going out in a boat on Beed’s Lake (let’s say my daughters 

and their cousins in a few years) I would warn them of this fact, hoping that my warning 

would cause them to be careful and be safe. 

 The passage we’re coming to in Hebrews today is kind of like this.  It’s the first of 

several ‘warning passages’ in Hebrews.  Remember we said that Hebrews was written as 

a “word of encouragement” (13:22) to a Christian church full of people struggling 

spiritually.  Philip Hughes comments: “Those to whom this letter is addressed are 

evidently not far from losing their right to be acknowledged as authentic Christians 

because of a loss of nerve, a failure of application, or, as [4
th

 century preacher John] 

Chrysostom puts it, a ‘willful negligence’ in practicing the faith they profess.”
1
 

The image used today is a nautical one, a boating illustration.  These Christians 

were in danger of drifting away, like a boat on Beed’s Lake.  The writer warns them with 

strong language not to do this.  Bring plenty of gas, have oars, be careful.  Better yet, 
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make sure you’re anchored to something secure (cf. 6:19)!  I want to sound the same 

alarm to those in our church today.  Do not drift away!  There is a current!  This is real.  

We’ve all seen it’s sad reality. 

Now some of you (maybe more theologically initiated) will say, “Okay, how do 

these warning passages square with ‘eternal security’ or ‘once-saved-always-saved’?  

Can you lose your salvation?”  Let’s deal with that question right now.  I’ll show my 

cards up front.  I don’t believe that you can lose your salvation.  I believe the Bible 

teaches that if you are elect and Christ died in your place for all your sins – past, present, 

and future – and miraculously gave you new birth resulting in belief that you are a sinner 

and that Christ died for you, then you will not fail to be with the Lord forever and ever 

and nothing can change that.  In John 6:37-40 Jesus says: 

 

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I 

will never drive away….  This is the will of him who sent me, that I shall 

lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.  For 

my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him 

shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 

 

 But now what about all the people that we’ve all seen who have “made shipwreck 

of their faith” (1Tim. 1:19; ESV)?  They have professed faith at one time and even 

looked like Christians, but have given it up or been excommunicated by the church.  And 

now there’s no noticeable evidence of spiritual life in them.  They’re living just like a 

non-Christian or are even anti-Christian?  Am I saying they have their ticket stamped?  

No big deal?  Two answers come to mind.  I believe that either: 

 

(1) they were never really Christians in the first place, they never really got the gospel, it 

was just some form of moralism or religious ritual that they couldn’t keep up.  1 John 

2:19 – “They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us.  For if they had 

belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of 

them belonged to us.” 

 

Or 

 

(2) they’re ‘backslidden’ but will come back eventually (cf. Gal. 6:1).  They’re deeply 

struggling Christians going through a prolonged dark time only to come out stronger at 

some point.  It’s never a recommended course of action, but there is hope.  I personally 

have a growing list of friends that have left the Christian faith or slipped away from a 

passionate pursuit of Christ or gotten mixed up in crazy ideas, but none of them have died 

yet!  Ultimately, “the Lord knows those who are his” (2Tim. 2:19). 

 

Maybe some people here today think they are Christians, but you aren’t.  You 

could get converted today.  Maybe some here are ‘backslidden’ Christians and God is 

graciously wooing you back to himself.  I’ve seen that happen.  Don’t resist it.  Maybe 

some of you here today know you aren’t a Christian, and I plead with you to put your 

faith in Christ.  And maybe some of you here are Christians, you have your ups and 

downs but you’re born again and you’re still coming to church and haven’t plunged 
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headlong into the world, how are you to take this passage that warns you to not drift 

away?  Is it not for you?  It most certainly is! 

 In 1 Corinthians 15:1-2 Paul says, “Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the 

gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand.  

By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you.  

Otherwise, you have believed in vain.”  The writer to the Hebrews will say something 

similar a little later in 3:14 – “We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the 

end the confidence we had at first.”  So genuine salvation, real faith entails not just a one-

time confession, but a continual believing, a persevering faith.  Real faith is a faith that 

doesn’t just believe last week, but still believes this week, and next week, until the day 

you die. 

 It’s God’s grace that gives us faith and continues to enable us to believe (cf. Phil. 

2:12).  Our strength and will-power is never the ultimate cause of our salvation.  Christ is 

our salvation and even a mustard seed of faith is enough to unite us to him and all his 

benefits.  But one of the ways God works this faith in us is through warning passages like 

those found in Hebrews. 

A great illustration of how this works is found in a story from the book of Acts 

that also coincidentally involves a boat.  In Acts 27 Paul is a prisoner on a boat headed 

for Rome when “a wind of hurricane force, called the ‘northeaster,’” comes over the 

waters.  The situation is dire.  For several days they are battered.  “When neither sun nor 

stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope 

of being saved,” it says (Acts 27:20). 

 But then Paul receives a word from the Lord, a divine promise (through an angel, 

by the way) which he passes on to the crew and passengers.  “Not one of you will be lost; 

only the ship will be destroyed” (Acts 27:22).  “God has graciously given you the lives of 

all who sail with you.” (Acts 27:24). “Not one of you will lose a single hair from his 

head.” (Acts 27:34).  The end result is foretold.  It’s set.  No one will die.  Security, right? 

 But then in the midst of this, we read something very peculiar.  Some passengers 

are trying to sneak off on a lifeboat.  And Paul gives a warning to the centurion and his 

soldiers – “‘Unless these men stay with the ship, you cannot be saved.’  So the soldiers 

cut the ropes that held the lifeboat and let it fall away” (Acts 27:31-32).  And then Paul 

urges them to eat in order to survive.  He gives them stern warnings.  And in the end, 

God’s promise is realized – “everyone reached land in safety” (Acts 27:44). 

 NT scholar Tom Schreiner explains: 

 

The word that all aboard the ship would live was a divine promise, 

pledging safety for all.  Some of us might be inclined to relax and “take it 

easy” after receiving such a promise. Paul, on the other hand, did not think 

that such a promise ruled out the need for admonitions and warnings…. 

Why would Paul even bother to admonish the centurion about the 

scheme of the sailors?  After all, he already had received a promise from 

an angel that everyone on the boat would escape with their lives.  Paul did 

not reason the way many of us do today, “God has promised that the lives 

of all will be saved, therefore, any warning is superfluous.”  No, the urgent 

warning was the very means by which the promise was secured.  The 

promise did not come to pass apart from the warning but through it. 
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This same approach should be applied to the promises and threats 

in the scriptures regarding our salvation.  It is by means of taking the 

warnings seriously that the promise of our salvation is secured.
2
 

 

 God plans the ends and the means.  And one of the means he uses to achieve his 

ends of our salvation is warning passages that shock us back into faith.  So we come 

across a warning today – Do not drift away!  If you’re identified as a Christian today, 

how do you hear that? 

Meh!  Nathan gets too worked up about this stuff.  It’s not me; it’s the Bible! 

I’m doing fine.  No danger here.  Really?  You don’t sense the pull of the world, 

the flesh, and the devil? 

Now maybe others are like – Oh no!  This is me!  What if I’m not saved?  There’s 

something I’m missing.  There’s something more I need to do.  And if this drives you to 

despair or to doing something to earn your salvation that in itself is drifting. 

But maybe you’re like – Yes, Lord.  I’m sorry.  Forgive me.  I need you.  Prone to 

wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love.  Here’s my heart, Lord, take and 

seal it, seal it for thy courts above.  Help me.  Preserve me.  I’m weak.  My own my heart 

is twisted.  This is hard.  And you’re intrigued to hear more from Hebrews and you want 

to know how you can stay true to the God you love… that is the right response.  That is 

what genuine faith looks like.  You don’t think you’re strong.  You don’t think this is just 

for someone else. 

In short, what we hear from this warning passage in Hebrews 2:1-4 is just this: 

give your attention to the gospel. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Drifting Away  
The writer to the Hebrews has been building a finely constructed argument in ch. 

1 about the utter superiority of Christ.  The careful construction continues in chapter 2.  

There’s rhyme, there’s rhythm, there’s alliteration in the original language.  We’ve said 

that this letter is not your ordinary letter; it’s more like a sermon.  So it has that kind of 

sermonic sound. 

And like most great sermons there’s an alternation between exposition and 

application.  Explain the text, make some points, and then get personal, make it real.  

Then lay out some more truths, more content, and then apply it, bring it home.  Chapter 1 

makes seven lofty theological assertions about the superiority of the Son and quotes the 

OT Scriptures seven times.  Now in 2:1-4 he turns to his audience and admonishes them.  

This is what this means for you and me! 

He’s gravely concerned for them that they don’t drift away.  “So that we don’t 

drift away” (v. 1).  That’s the end of his admonition.  Again, what is drifting away?  One 

person has said, “What is in view is a gradual movement from the faith that may have 

involved a ‘succumbing to more or less subtle pressures… if not by an overt renunciation 

of the gospel, then possibly by detaching themselves increasingly from its public 

profession until it ceased to have any influence on their lives’.”
3
  Another person has said 

of many of the people in the church addressed in Hebrews, “Their interest in the Christian 
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message had significantly slackened.”
4
  Detached.  Slackened.  Later in v. 3 the word 

ignore will be used.  Neglect.  Apathy.  Unresponsiveness.  Drifting away. 

 Let’s get specific.  What are some ways that people drift away from Christ?  I’ve 

thought of 7 ways I’ve seen in real life and we see in Scripture. 

 

(1) False Teaching 

 

 One way I’ve seen people drift away is through going after false teaching.  

Beware of theological fads.  This kind of drifting is rampant in colleges and seminaries 

but not just there.  Some new idea gets floated (which is usually some re-mix of an old 

heresy) and it seems cool and edgy and it makes you feel smart and enlightened and 

progressive and you start looking down with disdain on simple-minded, old-fashioned 

Christianity and sooner or later you’ve moved beyond that.  God doesn’t know the future.  

Jesus is not the only way.  Justification is not about how you can be right with God… 

In 1 Timothy 6:20-21 Paul says, “Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your 

care.  Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called 

knowledge, which some have professed and in so doing have wandered from the faith.”  

In 2 Timothy 2:17-18 he refers to two guys named Hymenaeus and Philetus who 

subscribed to a form of false teaching and he says they “wandered away from the truth.”  

Over and over again in the NT there’s a huge emphasis on doctrine.  It’s important.  You 

can drift away by not holding firmly to the truth. 

And part of this is also not just false doctrines within the church but false 

worldviews outside of it.  What has been most formative for the way you view reality and 

the world?  The stuff you’ve picked up from the culture (highbrow or lowbrow) or the 

Bible?  “Do not be conformed… to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind” (Rom. 12:2).  You can drift away through the influence of bad 

thinking, worldly ideas instead of biblical truth. 

 

(2) Worldly Pleasures 

 

But that’s not the only way you can drift away.  For many it’s the allure of other 

pleasures that consume their attention and pull them away.  In the parable of the soils this 

is the thorny soil.  The gospel is sown and seems to be growing, “but the worries of this 

life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the 

word, making it unfruitful” (Mk. 4:19).  Money is one of the best examples.  1 Timothy 

6:10 – “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for 

money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”  You 

want more money so you work more hours and have less time for God. 

But it’s not just money.  It’s all the stuff that this world pursues.  Money, career 

success, fame, parties, vacations, entertainment, houses, clothes, cars, busyness, good 

grades, popularity, food, wine, sexual pleasure.  We can get so busy chasing these things 

that we lose sight of Christ and trail off from Christian community and become 

completely indistinguishable from the rest of the world that runs after such things.  And 

the answer isn’t just to squelch your desires; it’s to slake them on Christ.  These worldly 

pleasures are like fake pearls; Jesus is the pearl of great price (cf. Mt. 13:46).  So you can 

drift away by becoming engrossed with the things of this world. 
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(3) Worldly Relationships 

 

 Another way that people drift away is through worldly relationships.  We are 

supposed to be engaged with the world and with non-believers and love them and respect 

them and learn from them, but all the while not becoming enmeshed with them – 

unequally yoked is the phrase (2Cor. 6:14).  Classic example – a Christian gets in a 

dating relationship with a non-Christian.  Okay, I don’t want to become legalistic, but it’s 

a scenario repeated over and over again, not just in our time, but throughout the Bible.  

One example is King Solomon: 

 

King Solomon… loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter 

– Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites.  They were 

from nations about which the LORD had told the Israelites, “You must not 

intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their 

gods.”  Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love… and his wives 

led him astray.  As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after 

other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as 

the heart of David his father had been. (1Kngs 11:1-4) 

 

Anytime a Christian starts dating a non-Christian it always, as far as I’ve seen, leads them 

to drift away.  Don’t think you can be the exception.  It goes for friendships too.  When 

your deepest intimacies are with those who don’t lead you to enjoy God, it leads you to 

ignore him. 

 

(4) Suffering 

 

 Another thing that causes people to drift is suffering.  Jesus described some 

people as rocky soil.  They may hear the word and receive it initially with joy, “but they 

have no root… [and] when trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they 

quickly fall away” (Mk. 4:17).  In many parts of the world this is in the form of 

imprisonments and beatings and shunning from family and the like.  Have you thought 

recently what it is like for our brothers and sisters in Syria right now, for example? 

Here it’s not usually that kind of suffering (although if we were more evangelistic 

we may experience some more of that kind of stuff), but it’s usually that a disruption to 

the expectation that life should be clean and easy comes and we don’t know what to do 

with that.  A dream is deferred.  We lose our job.  A child dies.  We get cancer.  We get 

rejected.  And we think, “Hey, what’s Jesus done for me lately?”  As if having Jesus was 

really a means to get something else that we really wanted, usually an easy life.  And 

when he doesn’t make life easy and give us what we want, we get disillusioned and drift 

away. 

 

(5) Hurt 

 

 Similarly, but a slightly different aspect of suffering that I’ve often seen cause 

people to drift away is hurt, as in relational hurt.  We’ve opened ourselves up to 
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community, we’ve risked, we’ve given a bit of our hearts, and gotten them broken.  A lot 

of people have a foul taste in their mouths about Christianity because they’ve been hurt 

by someone, let down, a bad experience with a church.  And this is complicated because 

often times the hurt is real and inexcusable.  But not unforgiveable.  And what happens is 

that people cocoon into self-protectiveness and close up their hearts, not just to others, 

but at the same time to God – the two are inextricably linked.  Jesus said, “Because of the 

increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold” (Mt. 24:12).  It’s so easy to get 

wounded and run away.  It’s such a battle, something we have to have the Holy Spirit for, 

to “get rid of all bitterness…. [and] be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 

each other, just as in Christ God forgave you” (Eph. 4:31-32).  Relational wounds and 

disappointments can cause us to drift away. 

 

(6) Burnout 

 

 The sixth way people drift away is by burnout.  I’ve seen a lot of ex-churchers 

that have been on fire at one time (usually in their 20s) and now (in their 30s and 40s) are 

burnt out.  They did, did, did, until they couldn’t do anymore.  They got disillusioned.  

They “become weary in doing good” (Gal. 6:9).  What’s it all for?  And they throw in the 

towel.  Or sit back in cynicism.  It was just too exhausting.  It was exhilarating at first, 

but not sustainable.  When you’re 20 you have a lot of energy, when that wanes and the 

extent of your Christianity is activity, the joy eventually goes away.  And you rationalize 

it that you need a break.  But you don’t need a break from Jesus!  You need to see him 

more.  You need to repent of your Martha like pace and sit as his feet like Mary (cf. Lk. 

10:38ff). 

 So how do you “never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 

the Lord” (Rom. 12:11)?  Do what he’s asked you to do (not what you think should be 

done).  Serve in the strength God provides (not your own).  Do it for his glory (not to 

shore up your identity).  [cf. 1Pe. 4:11]  And do it because you get to (not because you 

have to).  If you serve this way you won’t burnout.  But burnout is another reason people 

drift away. 

 

(7) Pride 

 

 A seventh way that people drift away is pride.  This takes many different shapes.  

One shape I’ve seen it taking is that people come to the place where they think they know 

better and don’t need anyone else telling them what to do.  Another shape I was thinking 

of is guilt.  It can look like humility, but it’s really pride.  Think of someone who is 

weighed down with feelings of worthlessness.  They initially pass it off as a soft heart, 

conviction of sin.  They seem at first to look like an earnest, honest Christian, but as time 

goes on they move deeper into a funk and eventually think that the only relief they can 

find from this oppressive weight is to get out of Christianity altogether.  I have deep 

compassion for those who struggle this way, but at the end of the day it is pride that 

refuses to allow oneself to be a messed up sinner and receive God’s one-way love that 

creates this suffocating situation.  Again, the answer is not to get away from Jesus but to 

get him. 
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 These are some ways the Bible describes and I’ve seen seeming Christians drift 

away.  I’m sure there are more, but I had to stick with 7… you understand.  We’ve all 

experienced these pressures in some way at some time.  This is the reality.  Drifting away 

is not that hard. 

 

Threat 

Now in the time that remains, let’s just look at a threat and an invitation found in 

these verses.  First, the threat: the writer to the Hebrews warns us – “We must pay more 

careful attention… to what we have heard” (v. 1).  And notice that there’s a “therefore” in 

there.  Therefore, in light of what I just said, specifically about the Son’s superiority to 

angels, “we must pay [even] more careful attention… to what we have heard… for if the 

message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its 

just punishment, how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?” 

The logic is very simple.  The Law in the OT was “put into effect through angels” 

(Acts 7:53; cf. Dt. 33:2, Acts 7:38, Gal. 3:19).  And it was serious.  To disregard it 

spelled consequences.  But now, as Hebrews 1:2 tells us, God “has spoken to us by his 

Son.”  This is even more serious.  Everybody stands condemned already.  We need 

salvation.  But to hear of salvation freely offered in the Son of God made flesh and 

crucified for us and raised to life and ascended to the right hand of Majesty and say, “No, 

thanks.  I’m good.  I got this on my own.”  Or, “I’m going to go with this other thing.”  

That is ludicrous and dangerous.  And the more you go down this path the harder it is to 

turn around. 

There is coming a day “when the Lord Jesus [will be] revealed from heaven in 

blazing fire with his powerful angels.  He will punish those who do not… obey the gospel 

of our Lord Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from 

the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be 

glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed” 

(2Thess. 1:7-10).  It’s actually very risky for you to be here today.  Because you’re 

hearing the message of Jesus and if you do not genuinely believe in him you will have a 

worse punishment than if you’d never heard.  “To whom much is given, much is 

required” (Lk. 12:48). 

But there’s no other option than to do this, because to not hear is to still perish in 

your sins.  So we tell it and plead with you to believe, or else…  There is a threat here.  

There is a stick. 

 

Invitation 
 But there’s also an invitation, a REALLY BIG CARROT.  Sternness and 

kindness (cf. Rom. 11:22).  This is a stern warning, but it’s also at the same time inviting 

you to a “great salvation.” 

“This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by 

those who heard him.
5
  God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, 

and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will” (vv. 3-4).  Jesus came and in 

word and deed proclaimed salvation.  That message has been passed down by his apostles 

and generations of believers after them all the way to us.  God has confirmed it by his 

Spirit and by miracles like the resurrection of Jesus and the stuff that happened in the 

book of Acts, and all kinds of supernatural stuff down through the ages.  This is real.  
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There really is salvation.  And it is such a great salvation!  The book of Hebrews is about 

showing facet after facet of this greatness.  For example, he is a great high priest (4:14, 

10:21).  Everything about him and what he has done for us and our salvation is truly 

great. 

 So ultimately, how do you not drift away?  You pay attention to the “word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation” (Eph. 1:13).  That’s what this passage is saying.  It’s a 

threat, but also an invitation.  Give your attention to the gospel.  Pay attention.  Don’t 

ignore it.  Right?  Give yourself to hearing the word of God.  Listen intently to the 

message announced by the Lord and passed on to us in the Scriptures.  Study the Bible.  

Read it over and over again.  Pour over it.  Dig into it.  Listen carefully.  Apply yourself 

to it.  Later Hebrews will tell us – “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 

the habit of doing” (Heb. 10:25).  Keep gathering with believers on Sunday to hear the 

gospel preached, sit on the edge of your seat, put away distractions, not to listen to me, 

but to the Word of God.  Gather with your Small Group on weeknights to discuss the 

Bible.  Get together with fellow members throughout the week to speak the word to each 

other. 

 The Bible, which is centrally about the gospel – the message of salvation that 

through Jesus all your sins are paid for and you are reconciled to God for ever and ever – 

is a rich treasure that is full of rewards that open up deeper rewards.  Give your attention 

to the gospel.  It won’t disappoint you.  Remember 1 Peter 1:12 – “even angels long to 

look into these things” – the gospel of salvation. 

 Do you think you could possibly know more – in your head and heart – of how 

much God loves you in Christ??  Keep the gospel before you and false teaching will pale 

in comparison.  Wordly pleasures won’t seem so alluring next to the riches we have in 

Christ.  Worldly relationships won’t come between you and your faithful Friend Jesus.  

Suffering will draw you closer to him.  Hurt will be healed by his love.  Burnout will be 

averted because you’re serving out of your justification instead of for it.  And pride will 

be crushed as you see your sin and see your Savior, bleeding, dying, rising again for you. 

 Giving your attention to the gospel, pressing in, going deeper, seeking more, 

will stabilize you.  Jesus will be “an anchor for [your] soul, firm and secure” (6:19), that 

keeps you from drifting away. 

 

The Lord’s Table 

The Lord’s Table gives us a chance to chew on the gospel.  Here we take stock of 

our souls, we repent of our sins, our driftings, our neglect, and we put our faith again in 

Christ as our loving Savior.  The Lord’s Supper sustains and nourishes our faith until we 

die or Christ shall come again. 

 

Benediction 
To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, 

power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and 

forevermore!  Amen. (Jude 1:24-25) 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, September 15, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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