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Text 
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he 

made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, 

sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the 

right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has 

inherited is superior to theirs. 5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I 

have become your Father"? Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"? 6 And again, when 

God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him." 7 In speaking of the 

angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, his servants flames of fire." 8 But about the Son he says, "Your 

throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. 9 You 

have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your 

companions by anointing you with the oil of joy." 10 He also says, "In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the 

foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. 11 They will perish, but you remain; 

they will all wear out like a garment. 12 You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be 

changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end." 13 To which of the angels did God ever 

say, "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet"? 14 Are not all angels 

ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? 

 

Introduction 
 Last week we started going through the NT book of Hebrews.  The NT is the 

latter part of the Bible.  The first four books of the NT are called Gospels – Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and John.  They tell the story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.  Then 

there’s the book of Acts that tells the story of Jesus’ ascension to heaven, the sending of 

the Holy Spirit, and the growth of the early church.  Then we have 13 letters written from 

the Apostle Paul, whose conversion to Christianity is recorded in the book of Acts.  Then 

after that there are what’s called the ‘General Epistles’ – letters written by others like 

James, Peter, John, Jude.  And then finally the Revelation – a strange book at the end 

about the end. 

 But the first of the General Epistles is the Epistle to the Hebrews.  Epistle is a 

fancy word for letter.  We said last week that Hebrews is an odd letter.  It doesn’t begin 

with a traditional greeting.  We don’t know who it’s from or who it’s to.  It ends like a 

letter, but it doesn’t begin like one.  So… it’s a kind of sermon/letter – a sermon that was 

sent from someone far away and meant to be read aloud to a church. 

 And we said we can piece together that this church it was meant for was probably 

in Rome and comprised mostly of Jewish background believers who were suffering, 



2 

discouraged, teetering on the brink of going back to their old system that they knew, that 

was stable, comfortable, more secure-feeling.  They were persecuted and ostracized and 

life was hard.  Some of them had cooled off in their zeal about Jesus.  And this is a “word 

of encouragement” (cf. 13:22) for them, spiritual defibrillation, if you will. 

 Likewise many Christians today are dangerously close to giving it up – life is 

really, really hard.  There’s a daily battle with hopelessness or despair.  For others the 

weariness isn’t worn on the sleeve but Jesus doesn’t seem to be delivering what other 

avenues seem to be offering.  People either ‘fall away’ or slip into a compromise position 

– I’m spiritual, but not religious.  And if you’re not a Christian you look at us and 

wonder sometimes – Why would I want what they have? 

 This is why Hebrews launches right off with a soaring sentence meant to 

recalibrate us, remind us who we’re really dealing with here.  Jesus is not just someone 

you can take or leave.  He’s not someone you can walk away from.  He is superior to 

anything.  That word ‘superior’ that we first find in v. 4 occurs 19x in the whole of the 

NT.  13 of those times are found in the book of Hebrews.  This is an obsession of the 

book. 

We see in the first three verses that Jesus is the superior speech – the final, 

definitive revelation of God.  He has superior status – heir of all things, maker of the 

universe, the radiance of God’s glory, the exact representation of his being, the sustainer 

of all things.  Think about that!  And, what’s more, he offers superior salvation – 

complete purification.  He sat down!  Everybody’s looking for some kind of salvation, 

but it’s never enough – the money’s never enough, the sex is never enough, the weight 

loss is never enough, the success is never enough.  Jesus is enough.  He offered himself 

as a once-for-all sacrifice to completely do away with sin.  A superior salvation.  What 

else compares? 

 The rest of chapter 1 continues this theme of lauding Jesus’ superiority for people 

who have lost their focus on him (which is all of us from time to time).  It’s also really 

good for people who have never seen him for who he is before to be aware of who we’re 

talking about when we talk about Jesus.  These are very big claims.  Could they be true? 

 Now this passage we’re ready for today is rich.  We could go deep, deep, deep 

into it and not plumb its depths.  I want us to go a little bit deep, but not so deep that we 

get lost in the details and miss the big picture.  I’ll try to walk that line today. 

 I said last week that the first four verses are really one sentence in the original 

Greek.  We focused on vv. 1-3.  But in this superior sentence that runs through v. 4 there 

are seven affirmations, seven statements about Jesus’ superiority.
1
  Seven – it’s the 

Hebrew number of perfection and completeness.  Well, starting in v. 5 we have a string 

of seven (count them)… seven quotations of OT passages.  And then in vv. 11 and 12 we 

find “seven statements that contrast the impermanence of creation (vv. 11a, c, 12a, b) 

with the eternal, unchangeable nature of the Son (vv. 11b, 12c, d).”
2
  There’s a high level 

of thought put into the composition of this material, all serving to highlight the utter 

superiority of Jesus. 

 This section is specifically about how Jesus is superior to angels.  Verse 4 lays it 

out – “So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is 

superior to theirs.”  As we go through this we’re going to see more of Jesus’ identity.  

We’re going to see more about what angels actually are.  And we’ll see some neat 

application for us who find ourselves linked with someone like Jesus.  In short, what 
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we’re going to see today from this section of Hebrews is just this: those who inherit 

salvation through Jesus have a superior security. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Structure 
I’ve already pointed out the use of sevens.  We’ll be going through the seven OT 

quotations found in vv. 5-13.  But first I just want to point out something else about the 

structure of this passage.  I want you to notice its symmetry.  Verse 4 is an introduction to 

the topic of Jesus’ superiority to angels.  Then in v. 5 we have a rhetorical question – “To 

which of the angels did God ever say…” prefacing the first OT quotation.  And then we 

have  a string of quotations.  And then we have that same rhetorical question introducing 

the seventh and final quotation in v. 13.  And then v. 14 gives a summary and conclusion 

to it all.  It’s pretty neat. 

And the seven quotations are grouped together like this – 2 | 2 | 2 | 1.  The first 

two quotations in v. 5 have a similar theme and a catch word – ‘Son’.  They deal with the 

unique relationship the Son has with the Father.  The next pair (vv. 6 and 7) have a catch 

word ‘angel’ – it’s about defining what angels really are.  The third couple (vv. 8-12) 

have in common this concept of eternality.  I’ll explain this more as we go on, but let’s 

start moving through it. 

 

Sonship 
 Verse 5 has two OT quotations – “You are my Son; today I have become your 

Father.”  That’s Psalm 2:7.  And then – “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son.”  

That’s from 2 Samuel 7:14.  To which of the angels did God ever say things like this?  

And the answer is – none of them.  Jesus is superior to the angels because he bears the 

name Son.  He has a unique relationship to God – the relationship of Father to Son. 

 Now it could be a little confusing here as to what this means.  Did he become a 

Son at some point?  In other words, was there a time when he wasn’t God’s Son?  Or a 

time when he was made?  “Today I have become your Father…??”  And the theological 

answer is no.  The Church tried to clear that up at the Council of Nicea in A.D. 325 with 

this statement – “[The Lord Jesus Christ was] begotten of the Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father.”  This means that the Son has an eternal existence in a 

relationship with the Father.  There was never a time when he was not, but God has 

always been – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 And this is obvious just from the immediate context of Hebrews.  “The Son is the 

radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being” (v. 3).  In v. 8 the Son 

is explicitly called God.  In v. 10 he’s called Lord and described as the Creator.  Over and 

over again OT descriptions of God are applied to Jesus.  He is divine, not a created being.  

And he has always been God’s Son; there was never a time when he was adopted.  

Hebrews 5:8 says, “Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered.”  

So he was the Son in his incarnation.  At his baptism a voice from heaven declared, “This 

is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” (Mt. 3:17).  He has always been, at 

every point, God the Son. 
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 But the background of these quotations is King David’s royal enthronement.  God 

the Son, “for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate.”  

He became a human being, in David’s line, to sit on David’s throne.  And when he 

perfectly completed the Father’s will on the cross and was raised again, he ascended to 

the throne and received again the divine approval that he was indeed the perfect Son of 

God.  Romans 1:3-4 speaks “regarding [the] Son, who as to his human nature was a 

descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to 

be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord” (cf. Acts 

13:33).  Declared at different points to be the Son.  Especially in his enthronement at the 

ascension. 

 So, unlike angels, Jesus is God’s Son.  From before time began he shared this 

unique relationship.  And then at every point during his earthly incarnation, death, 

resurrection, ascension, and current reign at the right hand of God he holds the title Son 

of God and has received the unflinching approbation of the Father.  He has the 

unwavering delight of the Father.  He has always been the beloved Son and the Father 

has always, especially now that the Son has taken on flesh and lived a perfect life and 

died a substitutionary death and been raised to life and returned to heaven… he has 

always been doted on as the Father’s Son – that’s my boy!  Zero disappointment.  Zero 

distance.  Zero resentment.  Perfect, eternal relationship. 

 This perfect Father–Son relationship is at the center of reality.  This is what Jesus 

enjoys.  It’s unlike anything any other creature, in itself, can have.  No angel comes close 

to being a Son.  So that’s what the first pair of OT quotations are about. 

 

Angels 

 Next, in vv. 6 and 7 we have two more OT quotations – Psalm 97:7 and Psalm 

104:4.  And these deal with clarifying what an angel actually is. 

Jesus is referred to in v. 6 as God’s firstborn, as in firstborn Son, which is to be 

read in the way we’ve just explained – not as an indication that he has a birthday, but as 

an indication of his exalted status.  It was a term in ancient cultures of superiority (cf. 

Col. 1:15).  And then the writer quotes a passage indicating that Jesus is worthy of 

worship. 

And here we find that the angels’ role is to worship God.  God has created 

multitudes of heavenly being who are there to bow before his throne.  The picture of a 

vast heavenly host gathered around him is a picture of his glory.  Angels are the throngs 

of devotees gathered around his throne, some of whom closest to him have “six wings: 

With two wings they cover… their faces, with two they cover… their feet, and with two 

they [fly].  And they [call] to one another: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the 

whole earth is full of his glory’” (Is. 6:2-3). 

This is an angel’s position and role – to worship God, to demonstrate his 

unfathomable glory.  And here we read that they worship the Son.  The Son is not a 

created being, subservient to God, made to worship God.  The Son is God who sits in the 

center of the angels receiving praise! 

So the quote in v. 7 shows that angels are made to worship.  The quote in v. 8 

shows that they are made to serve.  They do God’s bidding.  They are his gophers, his 

servants – “Yes, sir!  Whatever, you say, sir!”  “In speaking of the angels he says, ‘He 

makes his angels winds, his servants flames of fire’” (v. 8).  Angels are messengers.  
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Angels are present at many significant events in the Bible, making God’s will happen.  

2:2 will tell us they were instrumental in the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai. 

And angels were there at the birth of Jesus, announcing his greatness.  

Surrounding Jesus’ death we read Jesus saying, “Do you think I cannot call on my Father, 

and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?” (Mt. 26:53).  

They are at his resurrection (Lk. 24:4-8).  They are at his ascension (Acts 1:10-11).  

Angels are servants, and they are at the service of the Son. 

Some people don’t think much about angels.  I’ve probably not realized enough 

their reality and presence in this world, as agents of God’s will, working behind the 

scenes.  Other people make too much of angels, as witnessed by the plethora of books 

about them and angel sightings, and TV shows, and Hallmark cards.  Angel worship was 

an issue at times even in the Bible (see Col. 2:18).  The Bible says angels indeed do exist.  

They are supernatural and powerful.  But they are created beings, servants of the Lord, 

meant to direct attention not to themselves, but to God.  And that includes Jesus.  The 

point here is that Jesus is superior to angels.  At the annunciation when Mary found out 

she would give birth to the Son of God, the angel sent to her said, “I am Gabriel.  I stand 

in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good 

news” (Lk. 1:19).  Even archangels like Gabriel only stand in the presence of God.  Jesus 

is God.  And the angels are charged with making much of him. 

 

Eternity 

 So in the first couple of quotes we saw that Jesus is the Son.  In the next couple 

we saw that angels are servants.  Now there are two longer quotes that we find in vv. 8-12 

that continue this contrast – “But about the Son he says…”  And we find quoted Psalm 

45:6-7 and then Psalm 102:25-27.  Did you ever know the Psalms were this much about 

Jesus? 

 Here there’s much we could dig into, but I want to just highlight the theme that 

holds these two quotations together – the eternality of the Son.  We’ve hinted at this 

before.  The Son has always existed.  Angels are part of the created order.  Jesus is God 

(v. 8).  He is the One who laid the foundation of the created order (v. 10).  And thus his 

“throne… will last for ever and ever” (v. 8).  Verse 12 says, “You remain the same, and 

your years will never end.”  Jesus is eternal, unchangeable.  It appears that some of the 

angels rebelled and became demons.  They are not immutable (fancy word for 

unchangeable).  Jesus is.  He will never change, morph, grow, develop, grow weary, slip 

up.  For ever and ever “righteousness will be the scepter of [his] kingdom” (v. 8).  “[He] 

love[s] righteousness and hate[s] wickedness; therefore” he stands head and shoulders 

above all else. 

 Compared to Jesus’ eternality everything is ephemeral. This world is so 

transitory.  It came into being and it can cease to be.  God never came into being and can 

never cease to be!  That’s the comparison going on in vv. 11 and 12 – “They [heaven and 

earth] will perish, but you [the Son of God] remain; they will all wear out like a garment.  

You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed.  But you remain 

the same, and your years will never end.”  This created realm is not meant to last forever.  

Science corroborates that.  The universe is winding down.  The sun will burn up.  Things 

decay.  Nothing here really lasts.  You certainly don’t last.  Governments don’t last.  
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Buildings don’t last.  Mighty Redwoods don’t last forever.  It’s all temporary.  And 

whatever continues to exist continues to exist because the Son wills it. 

 

SUPERIOR! 
 The point, again: Jesus is superior to anything, including angels.  The final quote 

caps it all off.  “To which of the angels did God ever say, ‘Sit at my right hand until I 

make your enemies a footstool for your feet’” (v. 13).  It’s Psalm 110, perhaps the most 

alluded to OT passage in all of the NT.  It’s huge for understanding Jesus.  He is the 

exalted One, at the right hand of God, reigning and ruling and bringing everything under 

subjection to him, to align with his sovereign, merciful goals. 

 

Conclusion 
 Okay, now let’s put this all together and bring it home.  Jesus is superior to 

anything.  He’s the divine Son, angels serve him, he is the only thing eternal – 

unchanging, unshifting, unending. 

Now look at v. 14.  This brings us into the picture.  “Are not all angels ministering 

spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?”  When you see a rhetorical 

question like this you can reword it as a definitive statement – “All angels are ministering 

spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation!” 

Inherit… inherit… inherit.  Jesus has been said to inherit (v. 4).  Verse 2 says he 

is the heir of all things.  As the firstborn, the Son, he is the rightful heir!  By right of his 

eternal status and also his earthly accomplishments he is the heir who receives all the 

inheritance of God’s favor and riches and position.  And v. 14 calls us, human beings, 

who have faith in Christ, heirs, inheritors of salvation!  Hebrews is saying that we can get 

in on Jesus’ inheritance.  We can be heirs!  Anybody have rich parents?  That’s a bit of a 

safety net, isn’t it?  But this is something way more! 

Other places in the NT tell us that believers receive the Holy Spirit – the third 

person of the Trinity – as a down-payment, a guarantee of their inheritance (Eph. 1:13-

14).  And this Spirit we receive is “the Spirit of sonship.  By him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’  

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Now if we are 

children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:15-17).  

Wow!  We can be sons of God, through Jesus Christ.  We can have that same status, that 

same divine approbation/approval – “This is my Son with whom I’m well pleased.” – if 

we’re in Jesus by faith. 

What security this brings!  Everybody wants to know they’ve made their father 

proud.  I found myself even recently asking my mom, “Mom, do you think dad is proud 

of how I’ve turned out?”  The disapproval or absence of a dad is deeply scarring.  Some 

of you really struggle with this.  Maybe your dad even abused you.  Maybe your dad 

abandoned you.  Maybe your dad was distant from you.  And it’s eating you up and it’s 

made you a very insecure person.  Let’s deal with that now.  Talk with somebody about 

that.  Get it off your chest.  Recognize it for what it is.  Name it and acknowledge it.  

Start to see the ways that this has been driving much of what you do in life, 

subconsciously even.  And start to seek out more of the Father’s heart for you in Christ.  

As J.I. Packer once said, “What is a Christian?  The richest answer I know is that a 

Christian is one who has God as Father.”  What security!  Those who inherit salvation 

through Jesus have a superior security. 
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And also notice in v. 14 not just that we who have faith are inheritors of salvation, 

but also then angels are ministering spirits sent to serve us!  God has put his angels in 

charge of serving and protecting believers!  That’s kind of cool too.  It brings a level of 

security, doesn’t it?  To know that God has put his angels around you.  There’s a story in 

the OT book of 2 Kings where the prophet Elisha is being opposed by the King of Aram 

who sends his troops to get him for helping Israel.  “When [Elisha’s servant] got up and 

went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the 

city.  ‘Oh, my lord, what shall we do?’ the servant asked.  ‘Don’t be afraid,’ the prophet 

answered.  ‘Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.’  And Elisha 

prayed, ‘O LORD, open his eyes so he may see.’  Then the LORD opened the servant’s 

eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha” 

(2Kgs. 6:15-17).  Do you have the security that comes from knowing that God’s heavenly 

hosts are behind you as you are on his mission in this world?  Those who inherit 

salvation through Jesus have a superior security. 

And then finally, let’s think together about eternity.  “Are not all angels [just] 

ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?”  And what is this 

salvation?  1 Peter 1:3-5 – “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In 

his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – 

kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming 

of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.”  An inheritance that can 

never perish, spoil or fade. 

Think again about how everything else, every other treasure found in this created 

world can perish, spoil, or fade.  Everything here is revocable, losable.  It is not eternal.  

Think of money.  Banks are usually built of brick.  Have you ever noticed that?  That is 

because they are trying to give the impression that they are stable, enduring.  What is the 

emblem of the Prudential company?  A rock, right?  But “who is the Rock except our 

God?” (Ps. 18:31).  Remember how ‘Sears Tower’ was etched in granite at the base of 

that tall building downtown?  Now it’s covered over with the name ‘Willis Tower’. 

And what is ‘securities’ in the financial world?  You cannot find your security in 

wealth, in this world where moth and rust destroy and thieves break in and steal (Mt. 

6:19).  I love 1 Timothy 6:17 – “Command those who are rich in this present world not to 

be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in 

God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” 

In this world it’s been said that change is the only constant.  You can’t freeze 

time.  You can’t find that moment, that feeling, and keep it.  My kids are growing up fast.  

My church has turned over completely several times since I’ve been here.  There are 

different chapters to life.  And then life is over.  Not even the best marriages last forever.  

Parents die.  Strength fails.  Where is our stability?  Later in Hebrews we will read – “For 

here we do not have an enduring city” (Heb. 13:14).  I was reflecting about this yesterday 

at the Outreach with the men who grew up back here.  Cities are in constant flux.  

Buildings, even whole neighborhoods come and go.  They’ve seen this whole area filled 

with high rise housing.  And now it’s leveled.  And someday it will probably have 

something new on it.  Unless there’s a nuclear bomb dropped on downtown tomorrow.  

Or the economy shifts dramatically and we’re another Detroit.  Think about Maxwell 

Street – now University Village.  Here we have no enduring city. 
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Here’s what I’m beginning to wonder: Could it be that part of the reason why you 

are not happy is because you are trying to find your security in the transitory things of 

this world?  Could it be that so many people are frustrated and flighty be that they are 

repeatedly latching on, trying to anchor themselves to things that are fleeting?  We’re 

trying to find our security in stuff that perishes and wears out and changes.  The only 

thing that is truly stable, eternal, unchanging, that you can stake yourself on is Jesus. 

Saint Augustine put it like this: 

 

He who made all things is better than all things.  He who has made 

beautiful things is more beautiful than all things.  He who made what is 

mighty is mightier; and he who made what is great is greater.  Whatever 

you have loved, he will be that for you.  Learn to love the Creator in the 

creature; the maker in what is made, lest you grasp what he has made and 

lose him by whom you too have been made.
3
 

 

“Augustine’s insight?  If you have made your home this world and whatever you can 

possess in it, you are always in danger of being plunged into insecurities, fears, and 

losses.  But make God your dwelling place and you have unlosable treasure.  And a 

deeper kind of happiness.”
4
 

 Just like the people this book was written to, we can get frustrated and 

discouraged by suffering and when things aren’t going our way and the temptation is to 

leave Jesus.  But really Jesus is allowing this suffering so that we will learn not to put our 

hope in anything that is temporary, but to find our security in him, the only eternal and 

unchanging One.  Those who inherit salvation through Jesus have a superior 

security. 

 

Lord’s Table 
Let’s commune with him.  Let’s repent of our false hopes and securities.  And 

rehearse again how it is that we have been given salvation.  The eternal Son of God took 

on human flesh, earned a righteousness we could never attain, died a death we deserve 

under the judgment of God, and rose again to inaugurate a new world order.  Let’s ponder 

these things as we eat and sing.  And get this: 1 Peter 1:12 says of this gospel that “Even 

angels long to look into these things.” 

 

Benediction 
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom” 

(Lk. 12:32). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, September 8, 2013.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel is to be a multiplying community that enjoys 

and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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