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Text 
Joseph threw himself upon his father and wept over him and kissed him. 

2
 Then Joseph directed the 

physicians in his service to embalm his father Israel. So the physicians embalmed him, 
3
 taking a full forty 

days, for that was the time required for embalming. And the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days. 
4
 

When the days of mourning had passed, Joseph said to Pharaoh's court, "If I have found favor in your eyes, 

speak to Pharaoh for me. Tell him, 
5
 'My father made me swear an oath and said, "I am about to die; bury 

me in the tomb I dug for myself in the land of Canaan." Now let me go up and bury my father; then I will 

return.'" 
6
 Pharaoh said, "Go up and bury your father, as he made you swear to do." 

7
 So Joseph went up to 

bury his father. All Pharaoh's officials accompanied him-- the dignitaries of his court and all the 

dignitaries of Egypt-- 
8
 besides all the members of Joseph's household and his brothers and those 

belonging to his father's household. Only their children and their flocks and herds were left in Goshen. 
9
 

Chariots and horsemen also went up with him. It was a very large company. 
10

 When they reached the 

threshing floor of Atad, near the Jordan, they lamented loudly and bitterly; and there Joseph observed a 

seven-day period of mourning for his father. 
11

 When the Canaanites who lived there saw the mourning at 

the threshing floor of Atad, they said, "The Egyptians are holding a solemn ceremony of mourning." That is 

why that place near the Jordan is called Abel Mizraim. 
12

 So Jacob's sons did as he had commanded them: 
13

 They carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave in the field of Machpelah, near 

Mamre, which Abraham had bought as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite, along with the field. 
14

 After 

burying his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, together with his brothers and all the others who had gone 

with him to bury his father. 
15

 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if 

Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?" 
16

 So they sent word 

to Joseph, saying, "Your father left these instructions before he died: 
17

 'This is what you are to say to 

Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.' 

Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father." When their message came to him, 

Joseph wept. 
18

 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your slaves," they 

said. 
19

 But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 
20

 You intended to harm me, 

but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 
21

 So then, 

don't be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 
22

 Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father's family. He lived a hundred and ten years 
23

 and saw 

the third generation of Ephraim's children. Also the children of Makir son of Manasseh were placed at 

birth on Joseph's knees. 
24

 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to die. But God will surely come to 

your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob." 
25

 

And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said, "God will surely come to your aid, and then 

you must carry my bones up from this place." 
26

 So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after 

they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt. 

 

Introduction 
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 We began Genesis in August of 2007.  How many of you were here for that?  It’s 

been a fun series, hasn’t it?  I have to tell you I marvel at how rich and yet accessible 

God’s Word is.  When I first came to Immanuel I had only really preached from NT 

letters.  Immanuel was in the middle of the Gospel of Luke, which is a narrative.  I was 

scared to death, but got into it and really began to like it.  So much so that we continued 

with the second volume of Luke’s work – Acts. 

Then I ventured back into NT letters again with Philippians – a letter Paul wrote 

from jail in Rome where the story in the book of Acts left off.  It had been awhile.  I felt 

rusty and to tell you the truth was a bit scared.  But once I got into it I was loving it. 

Then I felt like it would be good to preach from the OT book of Daniel.  I knew 

there were some low hanging fruit in the first few chapters, but the last half was all this 

wacky apocalyptic stuff – beasts and dreams and horns, etc…  But you know what?  The 

more I got into it and started studying it I realized it wasn’t that scary after all.  There 

were some amazing things in there. 

Then I and the other elders got this crazy idea to preach through the first five 

books of the Bible, punctuated by corresponding NT books, and so here we are in 

Genesis.  Genesis forces you to deal with all kinds of weird stuff like genealogies and 

ancient customs and hard questions like those revolving around the Bible and science.  

And it’s 50 chapters long!  But it’s been amazing!  I don’t think I realized how much I 

would see Jesus on the pages of Genesis and I don’t know about you, but my 

understanding of the gospel has deepened so much as a result of this study. 

As my Christmas present to you, I’ve compiled a one-page commentary on 

Genesis that is really just all my one-sentence summaries of each sermon.  Take it, put it 

in your Bible, pin it on your wall, use it how you want.  Hopefully it will serve to remind 

you of some of the things we saw together in this book. 

 I guess I just want to encourage you that the Bible is not that scary.  It’s so simple 

that anyone can read it and get the main points pretty clearly, even a child.  But here’s 

what usually happens: we come at it with a level of skepticism and doubt and dig just a 

little under the surface and when we seem to just find a dirty mess we either get angry or 

get lazy – “See!  It’s just a bunch of contradictory, confusing, and old-fashioned mumbo 

jumbo;” or “I can’t understand this.  It’s not really for me.  I’ll leave the Bible to the 

scholars and stick with the basics I learned in Sunday School.”  I want to tell you, I hope 

I’ve showed you that if you stick with it and dig a little deeper there are always rich 

treasures to be found.  Every passage so far that I’ve been baffled or intimidated by and 

then spent time studying always has a plausible explanation and most of the time gives 

way to an amazing facet of truth that just contributes to the overall brilliance and 

brightness of Jesus.  There’s always something there! 

 Love this book!  Let it take you to Jesus! 

 Another thing I’m always amazed by is God’s timing.  I can’t take any credit for 

the way we finish this book on Christmas Sunday and how the last four sections 

correspond so nicely with Advent.  And wait till you see how today’s text makes for a 

perfect Christmas sermon.  Actually, I can’t wait till the end to tell you.  Look at vv. 24 

and 25.  How does this book end?  What does Joseph say twice?  “God will surely come 

to your aid.”  Other translations have, “God will surely visit you” (ESV).  What do we 

celebrate at Christmas?  The ultimate fulfillment of this hope – God himself coming to 
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our aid, coming to be with us, entering into this world as a human baby to pull off the 

ultimate rescue plan.  Christmas celebrates the great Visit from God – the birth of Jesus 

 What I wish to communicate to you this Christmas Sunday is just this: our hope 

has come – God has visited us! 
 

Let’s pray… 

 

Jacob’s Burial 

Last week we saw Jacob (also called Israel) muster up all his strength to sit up in 

his bed, peer into the future, and bless his grandsons and sons.  Then he pulled his legs 

back into the bed, took his last labored breath, and died. 

Today we see Joseph was right there, just as God had promised Jacob back in 

46:4 when he told him that “Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.”  He “threw himself 

upon his father and wept over him and kissed him” (v. 1).  Have you ever been at 

someone’s death?  Or even if you’ve only been at a loved one’s casket at their funeral, 

you know it’s sad.  Even if the deceased was a person of hope and you’re a person of 

hope, you still cry because you know this is a product of sin.  It’s not the way it was 

originally supposed to be.  Hope doesn’t anesthetize emotions.  It actually tends to 

heighten them.  Joseph grieved, but not like those who have no hope (cf. 1Thess. 4:13). 

“Then Joseph directed the physicians in his service [remember he had risen to the 

position where he had all the luxuries of Egypt at his disposal] to embalm his father 

Israel” (v. 2).  This was an Egyptian practice.  The Hebrews never used it except for the 

two times mentioned in this chapter because it was generally associated with the false 

religious beliefs surrounding the afterlife that were held by the Egyptians.  But here it 

provided a technology that came in handy for the purposes of Jacob and Joseph. 

Embalming was an involved process of removing the internal organs and soaking 

the body in a preservative fluid for forty days.  Joseph adapted to and benefited from the 

cultural practices of the host country he was in without accommodating to their false 

religious ideas.  Jacob was to be buried back in the land of promise as a sign of his hope 

in the purposes of God.  Twice we saw that Jacob had given instructions to be buried in 

the Promised Land with the other patriarchs, not in Egypt.  While they used the Egyptians 

embalming procedure, neither Jacob nor Joseph were enamored with the empty hopes 

offered by the Egyptian system. 

After a period of mourning, Joseph sent word to Pharaoh requesting leave to go 

bury his father in the land of Canaan with the assurance he would return.  It happened this 

way because as a mourner, Joseph was unclean and could not personally approach 

Pharaoh. 

Pharaoh’s been a nice guy throughout and here again is gracious and willingly 

consents to Joseph’s request.  He even offered his royal chariots and accompaniment by 

military units.  The picture is of a state funeral procession, with all the pomp and 

circumstance you saw when Ronald Reagan died or Princess Diana.  Egyptian dignitaries 

and officials joined the immediate family members in the sorrowful trek up to the cave in 

the field of Machpelah, near Mamre for the interment.  Everyone, even the Egyptians, 

“lamented loudly and bitterly” (v. 10).  You have to wonder how sincere it was for the 

Egyptians present, but the point is again that Israel had accrued some fame.  God’s 

promise to make Abraham’s name great was being fulfilled. 
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But there’s something else going on here.  Something very intriguing that you 

may not notice at first glance, but the details of the caravan’s route wouldn’t have 

escaped the first readers of Genesis.  “The fact that the whole company mourned at the 

‘threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan’ means that the funeral procession, 

for some unknown reason, took the long circuitous way around the bottom of the Dead 

Sea and up the east side of the Jordan – which is the same round-about way the Israelites 

would take four hundred years later under Moses’ leadership.”  Says Kent Hughes, “It 

was a proto-exodus, a dress rehearsal indeed!”
1
  This trip up was a foreshadowing of the 

great act of deliverance when the whole family of Israel – hundreds of thousands strong – 

went up out of Egypt and into the Promised Land, the ‘visitation’ that the books ends 

today looking forward to. 

 

Brother’s Reassurance 

 Everyone returned to Egypt and the sons of Israel were forced to move on with 

life, now without their father.  Remember: Joseph is important and powerful in Egypt.  

His brothers were meager sheep herders on foreign turf and they had previously been 

mean and violent to him – almost killing him out of envy, selling him into slavery 

instead.  You can understand why the thought might cross their minds that now that Jacob 

was out of the picture, Joseph would get back at them.  “What if Joseph holds a grudge 

against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” (v. 15). 

Their guilt was still lingering, even though we saw that great scene in ch. 45 

where Joseph revealed his identity to them and assured them that he didn’t hold it against 

them.  Knowing God had a good plan had healed his hurts and he wasn’t angry with 

them.  He forgave them.  He loved them.  He promised to provide for them.  He kissed 

them and wept over them and stayed up late into the night talking with them and 

reassuring them. 

 Nevertheless, here they are again racked by guilt, fearful of judgment, questioning 

Joseph’s love for them, and scurrying to put together a plan to obtain Joseph’s favor.  

Most likely they put words in their late father’s mouth – “Your father left these 

instructions before he died: ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive 

your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’  Now 

please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father” (vv. 16-17a).  We have 

no indication that Jacob actually said that.  It’s most likely a deceptive and manipulative 

way of asking forgiveness that comes from hearts not fully set at rest. 

 “When their message came to him, Joseph wept” (v. 17b).  He’s genuinely 

grieved that his brothers doubted his love for them and were living under such a cloud.  

The whole thing is indicative of the way the human heart is reticent to believe grace.  We 

just can’t believe it.  Especially, I’m thinking here, when it comes to God.  We maneuver 

to try to obtain his acceptance, even when we have it all along.  We revert back to trying 

to bargain or cajole, struck by fear, plagued by guilt, overwhelmed with doubt.  And as 

the great Puritan theologian, John Owen, once said, “The greatest sorrow and burden you 

can lay on the Father, the greatest unkindness you can do to him is not to believe that he 

loves you.”
 2

 

 And yet even in this weakness, the Lord God is tender and compassionate; kind 

and merciful.  He accommodates to his people’s frailty and patiently reminds them over 

and over of the truth of his forgiveness.  He gently lifts you up and says, “Don’t be afraid.  
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I am God and though you’ve intended to harm me, been resentful of my authority, 

snubbed me, hated me, and even crucified my beloved Son out of jealousy and rage, I 

intended even that appalling event for unimaginable good to accomplish the salvation of 

your life.  I exhausted all my righteous indignation toward your sin on my Son so that 

there’s none left for you.  NONE!  It’s gone.  My action can’t be reversed.  You don’t 

have to pay me back.  So then,” God says to us, “don’t be afraid.  I will provide for you 

everything you need forever.”  God is always ready to reassure us and speak kindly to us 

when our consciences condemn us or crippling doubts assail us. 

 Joseph’s actions here in response to his brothers are a picture of God’s grace to 

his people, but also a picture of a man who trusts and rests in God’s grace himself.  The 

brothers throw themselves down before him declaring themselves to be his slaves.  “But 

Joseph said to them, ‘Don’t be afraid.’”  “The response ‘fear not’ is the primary way in 

the Bible of giving assurance to those who are frightened or endangered.”
3
  But then he 

says, “Am I in the place of God?” (v. 19).  He knows that he has no right to enact 

personal vengeance on anyone.  God alone has that prerogative because he alone is fully 

just.  Joseph entrusts that to God. 

And then he says, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 

accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives” (v. 20).  It’s basically a 

repeat of what he said to them back in ch. 45.  He trusted that no matter what evil was 

done against him, God was ultimately working for his good and the greater good.  He 

knew God had a good plan and that by his sovereign power his plan was being enacted, 

no matter what the circumstances looked like at the time.  And therefore, resting in God’s 

goodness and love for him, he could be kind and generous with his brothers.  The ‘I’ in v. 

21 is emphatic.  “I will most definitely, most certainly myself provide for everything you 

need!”  Joseph knew the Lord was with him no matter what happened to him.  Therefore, 

he could give himself to his brothers. 

Listen: fear and intimidation and demands don’t produce love and good deeds, 

just more self-absorption.  And radical, free, unmerited, irrevocable grace will not 

produce complacency and cold-heartedness.  In fact, resting in God’s lavish love of you 

in Christ is the only way that true love and good deeds can bud and blossom. 

 

Joseph’s Hope 

“Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father’s family.  He lived a hundred 

and ten years [what the Egyptians considered to be an ideal age] and saw the third 

generation of Ephraim’s children.  Also the children of Makir son of Manasseh were 

placed at birth on Joseph’s knees” (vv. 22-23).  Men: as you peer into the future what 

kind of old man do you hope to be?  Is your dream to be like Hugh Hefner traipsing 

around all day in your pajamas, popping Viagra, and surrounded by 20 year old illiterate 

women who have a lot of plastic in their bodies?  Or do you want to be like Joseph, 

holding your great-grandchildren on your knees… with an unshakeable hope that there’s 

more to come?  Honestly… 

“Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am about to die.  But God will surely come 

to your aid [visit you] and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.’  And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said, 

‘God will surely come to your aid [visit you], and then you must carry my bones up from 
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this place.’  So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten.  And after they embalmed 

him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt.” 

Hebrews 11:22 says that “by faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the 

exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones.”  Like his dad, 

Joseph lived and died by faith, in hope.  Because he was embalmed, “he did not need to 

be buried, but could be kept indefinitely ‘lying in state’ in Egypt”
4
 as a memorial, a 

constant reminder of his parting words – “When God visits us and delivers us from exile 

in Egypt, take my bones with you into the Promised Land.”  Genesis ends with the hope 

of a coming ‘visitation’ by God to deliver his people. 

 

The Visit 

Sure enough, four hundred years later in Exodus 4:31 when we read that God 

appeared to Moses and he and his brother Aaron went to the Israelites and told them it 

was go time “the people believed; and when they heard that the Lord had visited the 

people of Israel and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed their heads and 

worshiped” (ESV).  What ensued was a mighty act of God to deliver his people from 

bondage and free them to live in the land promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

And sure enough as they were leaving Egypt to retrace the steps of Jacob’s funeral 

procession and enter the Promised Land we read in Exodus 13:19 – “Moses took the 

bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, 

‘God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you from here’” (ESV). 

Were Joseph’s hopes fully realized at this point?  What do you think?  Yes or no?  

Well, under Moses the people rebel against God and are made to wander in the desert for 

40 years while that generation dies off.  Under Joshua, they do enter the land and take 

possession of much of it, but instead of being a blessing to all peoples of the earth, they 

end up assimilating with the pagan peoples there.  Under David they become a mighty 

kingdom, but within a couple generations the kingdom is divided.  A couple hundred 

years later half of them are taken out of the land by the Assyrians.  A couple hundred 

years after that, the temple in Jerusalem is destroyed and the rest are taken captive by the 

Babylonians. 

In Jeremiah 29:10, we read the prophet’s words to the exiles – “Thus says the 

Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to 

you my promise and bring you back to this place” (ESV).  We see throughout Scripture 

that, as one person put it, “the visit of God is an exile-ending intrusion.”
5
 

Sure enough, seventy years later God visits the exiles in Babylon and brings them 

back to the land.  They rebuild the temple, but those who had seen the earlier one weep 

because the new one’s so pathetic (Ezra 3:12).  Except for a short time under the 

Hasmoneans, they are always a vassal state.  And come the beginning of the first century, 

heavily oppressed by the Roman Empire, the people of God feel like foreigners in their 

own land.  Devout Israelites like Simeon were “waiting for the consolation of Israel” (Lk. 

2:25).  There was a real sense that Israel was still in exile.  Anticipation for a visit from 

God was at its height. 

It’s at this time that an angel of the Lord appears to an unsuspecting young man 

named Joseph, pledged to be married to a pregnant virgin.  And he’s told, “‘What is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 

him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’  All this took place 
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to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin will be with child and 

will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ – which means, ‘God with us’” 

(Mt. 1:20-23).  God truly is visiting his people, coming to their aid to save them from 

their sins – their greatest slavery and their greatest exile from the presence of God. 

Around this time John the Baptist’s father Zechariah is told that his son “will go 

on before the Lord” preparing his people for his visit.  Filled with the Holy Spirit, he 

prophesies, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his 

people” (Lk. 1:68, ESV).  He tells of how God has shown “the mercy promised to our 

fathers and [remembered] his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our father 

Abraham” (Lk. 1:72-73, ESV). 

This visitation is not like the others before.  It isn’t redemption from bondage in 

Egypt or Babylon.  It is freedom from the penalty and power of sin.  It is a New Exodus 

from slavery to sin into freedom in Christ.  It is the greater deliverance. 

At Christmas we sing the words of the 9
th

 century, Latin hymn – “O Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here, until the 

Son of God appear.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!”  But 

really what we celebrate at Christmas is the fact that Emmanuel HAS come.  Our hope 

has come – God has visited us! 
The long expected Jesus has come, born to set his people free, from their fears 

and sins to release them so they can find their rest in him.  He’s Israel’s strength and 

consolation, hope of all the earth, desire of every nation, joy of every heart.  Our hope 

has come – God has visited us, first taking up residence in Mary’s womb, then resting in 

a manger, growing up in Galilee, eventually teaching us God’s ways as an adult, and 

finally dying in our place on the cross to pay the ransom to set us free so we could live 

with him forever. 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 So how do you know God loves you?  He took on your flesh and blood!  He has 

come down to rescue you.  He went to the cross to die in the place of sinners – fully man 

because it is man’s sin, but also fully God because man could never pay for it in full.  

God has visited us in Jesus.  He has come to our aid.  Put your hope in him. 

 Yet even for those who have, we tend to be assured of God’s love for us when 

we’re doing well, and doubt it when we see our sin.  But his love for us is not based upon 

our performance – good or bad.  When we doubt whether we’re good enough or have 

done enough or question whether what we’ve done was too bad to really be forgiven, we 

need to be reassured and have God speak kindly to us.  We need to be reminded that he 

has visited us, that he took on our flesh and blood so he could have his flesh broken and 

his blood poured out on our behalf to free us from our sin and restore us to God’s favor. 

 In this bread and wine representing Christ’s flesh and blood given for you, God is 

graciously, tenderly saying to you, “I love you.  You’re mine.  I bought you.  I rescued 

you.  I’ve forgiven you.  I’ve paid your debts.  I don’t hold a grudge against you.  I have 

hurled all your iniquities into the depths of the sea of Christ’s blood.  I will not pay you 

back for all the wrongs you’ve done to me.  Jesus has paid for them…” 

 

Benediction 
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Do not be afraid.  I have brought you good news of great joy that is for all people.  On the 

first Christmas day in the town of David a Savior was born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  

God has visited us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, December 21, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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