
This sermon is printed and distributed as part of the ongoing ministry of Immanuel Baptist Church 

© 2008 Nathaniel R. Carter 

From The Pulpit Of 
 

 
 

Hope: Part 3 

 

No. 52 Genesis 48 - 49 December 14, 2008 

Series: Genesis  Nathan Carter 

 

Text 
Some time later Joseph was told, "Your father is ill." So he took his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim along 

with him. 
2 
When Jacob was told, "Your son Joseph has come to you," Israel rallied his strength and sat up 

on the bed. 
3 
Jacob said to Joseph, "God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and there 

he blessed me 
4 
and said to me, 'I am going to make you fruitful and will increase your numbers. I will make 

you a community of peoples, and I will give this land as an everlasting possession to your descendants after 

you.' 
5 
"Now then, your two sons born to you in Egypt before I came to you here will be reckoned as mine; 

Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine, just as Reuben and Simeon are mine. 
6 
Any children born to you after 

them will be yours; in the territory they inherit they will be reckoned under the names of their brothers. 
7 
As 

I was returning from Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan while we were still on the 

way, a little distance from Ephrath. So I buried her there beside the road to Ephrath" (that is, Bethlehem). 
8 

When Israel saw the sons of Joseph, he asked, "Who are these?" 
9 
"They are the sons God has given me 

here," Joseph said to his father. Then Israel said, "Bring them to me so I may bless them." 
10 

Now Israel's 

eyes were failing because of old age, and he could hardly see. So Joseph brought his sons close to him, and 

his father kissed them and embraced them. 
11 

Israel said to Joseph, "I never expected to see your face 

again, and now God has allowed me to see your children too." 
12 

Then Joseph removed them from Israel's 

knees and bowed down with his face to the ground. 
13 

And Joseph took both of them, Ephraim on his right 

toward Israel's left hand and Manasseh on his left toward Israel's right hand, and brought them close to 

him. 
14 

But Israel reached out his right hand and put it on Ephraim's head, though he was the younger, and 

crossing his arms, he put his left hand on Manasseh's head, even though Manasseh was the firstborn. 
15 

Then he blessed Joseph and said, "May the God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the 

God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, 
16 

the Angel who has delivered me from all harm--

may he bless these boys. May they be called by my name and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, 

and may they increase greatly upon the earth." 
17 

When Joseph saw his father placing his right hand on 

Ephraim's head he was displeased; so he took hold of his father's hand to move it from Ephraim's head to 

Manasseh's head. 
18 

Joseph said to him, "No, my father, this one is the firstborn; put your right hand on his 

head." 
19 

But his father refused and said, "I know, my son, I know. He too will become a people, and he too 

will become great. Nevertheless, his younger brother will be greater than he, and his descendants will 

become a group of nations." 
20 

He blessed them that day and said, "In your name will Israel pronounce this 

blessing: 'May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.'" So he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh. 
21 

Then Israel said to Joseph, "I am about to die, but God will be with you and take you back to the land of 

your fathers. 
22 

And to you, as one who is over your brothers, I give the ridge of land I took from the 

Amorites with my sword and my bow." 

49:1 Then Jacob called for his sons and said: "Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you in 

days to come. 
2 
"Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob; listen to your father Israel. 

3 
"Reuben, you are my 

firstborn, my might, the first sign of my strength, excelling in honor, excelling in power. 
4 
Turbulent as the 

waters, you will no longer excel, for you went up onto your father's bed, onto my couch and defiled it. 
5 

"Simeon and Levi are brothers-- their swords are weapons of violence. 
6 
Let me not enter their council, let 
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me not join their assembly, for they have killed men in their anger and hamstrung oxen as they pleased. 
7 

Cursed be their anger, so fierce, and their fury, so cruel! I will scatter them in Jacob and disperse them in 

Israel. 
8 
"Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father's 

sons will bow down to you. 
9 
You are a lion's cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he 

crouches and lies down, like a lioness-- who dares to rouse him? 
10 

The scepter will not depart from Judah, 

nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the 

nations is his. 
11 

He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his 

garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. 
12 

His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter 

than milk. 
13 

"Zebulun will live by the seashore and become a haven for ships; his border will extend 

toward Sidon. 
14 

"Issachar is a rawboned donkey lying down between two saddlebags. 
15 

When he sees how 

good is his resting place and how pleasant is his land, he will bend his shoulder to the burden and submit 

to forced labor. 
16 

"Dan will provide justice for his people as one of the tribes of Israel. 
17 

Dan will be a 

serpent by the roadside, a viper along the path, that bites the horse's heels so that its rider tumbles 

backward. 
18 

"I look for your deliverance, O LORD. 
19 

"Gad will be attacked by a band of raiders, but he 

will attack them at their heels. 
20 

"Asher's food will be rich; he will provide delicacies fit for a king. 
21 

"Naphtali is a doe set free that bears beautiful fawns. 
22 

"Joseph is a fruitful vine, a fruitful vine near a 

spring, whose branches climb over a wall. 
23 

With bitterness archers attacked him; they shot at him with 

hostility. 
24 

But his bow remained steady, his strong arms stayed limber, because of the hand of the Mighty 

One of Jacob, because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel, 
25 

because of your father's God, who helps you, 

because of the Almighty, who blesses you with blessings of the heavens above, blessings of the deep that 

lies below, blessings of the breast and womb. 
26 

Your father's blessings are greater than the blessings of the 

ancient mountains, than the bounty of the age-old hills. Let all these rest on the head of Joseph, on the 

brow of the prince among his brothers. 
27 

"Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning he devours the 

prey, in the evening he divides the plunder." 
28 

All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their 

father said to them when he blessed them, giving each the blessing appropriate to him. 
29 

Then he gave 

them these instructions: "I am about to be gathered to my people. Bury me with my fathers in the cave in 

the field of Ephron the Hittite, 
30 

the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, which 

Abraham bought as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite, along with the field. 
31 

There Abraham and his 

wife Sarah were buried, there Isaac and his wife Rebekah were buried, and there I buried Leah. 
32 

The field 

and the cave in it were bought from the Hittites." 
33 

When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, 

he drew his feet up into the bed, breathed his last and was gathered to his people. 

 

Introduction 
 This section is very complex, but my message is quite simple.  It’s just this: 

people of hope peer into the future. 

 Both on a micro and a macro level, Genesis and the Pentateuch (the first five 

books of the Bible that are really one big book) can be seen to follow a narrative – poem 

– epilogue structure.  In a sense the whole book has been an unfolding story.  Then today 

in ch. 49 we get this really long poem, followed by the epilogue in ch. 50 (next week we 

finish the book of Genesis, can you believe it?). 

Now you may pretend like you completely get them to impress people, but let’s 

be honest: poems are notoriously hard to understand!  This one’s no different.  A bunch 

of these words are hard to translate first of all.  And once we do then we have to try to 

interpret the images and we’re tempted to press them too literally and match them up 

with what we know of the sons and of their tribes in later history and it gets confusing.  

There’s a surplus of meaning here.  It’s a rich poem over which a lot of ink has been 

spilled.  But if I try to go into all the details I will lose you. 

 While there are many phrases and verses that alone could make a good sermon, 

I’m putting chapters 48 and 49 together because they both are about Jacob blessing the 

coming generations.  And I mainly want to help you see the future thrust this segment has 

to it.  I want you to get in Jacob’s shoes and start peering into the tunnel to the future that 

he was looking into.  And then I want to take you on a wild ride through it, bringing you 
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up to today and leave you peering more intently at the bright light so close now at the end 

of the tunnel. 

 Our theme during this Advent season has been hope.  That’s what Advent is 

about, feeling the great hopes that found their fulfillment in the birth of Jesus and getting 

us in a mindset of anticipation for his second Advent.  Did you ever think of the end of 

Genesis as Christmasy?  These chapters especially are representative of the forward-

looking faith – the hope – of God’s people ultimately for Jesus.  They are future oriented. 

There’s a new field of study today called futurology.  People referred to as 

futurologists study the past, study trends, try to discern present events, and then 

prognosticate probable scenarios for the future.  Jason told me about a futurologist who 

has been right on several other predictions recently who has this doomsday scenario for 

the world as a result of the current economic crisis – governments failing, widespread 

urban riots, mass starvation.  Kind of gloomy. 

 The Bible gives us a picture of the future.  For those who persist in their rebellion 

against God it is scarier than any Hollywood portrayal of Armageddon or futurologist’s 

worst case scenario.  But for those who are part of God’s people, it is an unspeakably 

glorious future.  It gives hope that revives and steadies the spirit.  And people of hope 

peer into the future. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Summons to Bedside 

 This is it for Jacob.  His “few and difficult” years (47:9) are about to come to an 

end.  It had been a hard knock life for Jacob.  Physically he had traveled back and forth 

hundreds of miles from Haran, worked 20 years of hard labor for his uncle Laban, almost 

starved to death a couple times, and don’t forget that ever since his wrestling match with 

the angel of God on the banks of the Jabbok he walked with a limp – his hip was out of 

socket.  His body had been through a lot. 

Emotionally he had been through a lot too.  He had been neglected by his father 

Isaac, feared and fled for his life before his brother Esau, been betrayed by his uncle 

Laban, had a daughter (Dinah) raped, was heartbroken by the death of his beloved wife 

Rachel, disrespected by his firstborn son Reuben, disappointed by his next in line Simeon 

and Levi, bereaved by the perceived loss of his favorite son Joseph. 

He wasn’t young and spry when he came down to Egypt.  And now it’s been 

another 17 years.  He’s sick… on his death bed, actually.  And as was the custom for 

dying patriarchs to dispense blessings on their children before their death (cf. 27:1ff), 

Jacob called his family together.  First to come in was Joseph and his two eldest sons 

born to him before the rest of the family got to Egypt – Manasseh and Ephraim. 

When Jacob heard they were there he mustered up enough strength to sit on his 

bed.  And what does he do?  He recounts his Bethel.  Remember Luz was the original 

name of the place; Jacob renamed it Bethel (‘house of God’) after God appeared to him 

there during the night dream with the ladder.  It was at Bethel where God made those 

great and precious promises to Jacob that were first uttered to his grandfather and then to 

his father.  These promises were reiterated throughout Jacob’s life – a people in a place 

that would be a blessing to all people of all places. 
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It was the Danish Christian philosopher Søren Kierkegaard who said that life is to 

be lived forward and understood backward.  Jacob is an example of that.  He is living 

with forward-looking anticipation, but with backward looking appreciation that brings all 

his hopes into clearer focus and gives them a surer status. 

If you’re here today and you’re a Christian, do you take time to regularly step 

back and assess where you’ve come from?  To remember what God has done for you and 

how he first introduced himself to you and how he’s been faithful to his promises thus far 

in your life?  It’s a helpful discipline and one that seems to be easier as the end of your 

life gets more and more imminent. 

 

Adoption Ceremony 

Jacob was claiming the Abrahamic promise repeated to him originally at 

Bethel/Luz.  Yet he was in no way stuck in the past.  What he was about to do indicates 

that.  Last week I mentioned that Jacob is included in Hebrews ch. 11 – that great 

collection of men and women who lived by faith.  “By faith Jacob, when he was dying, 

blessed each of Joseph’s sons…” (Heb. 11:21).  His blessing activity we read of here was 

an act of faith.  And what is faith?  Hebrews 11:1 tells us that “faith is being sure of what 

we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Heb. 11:1).  Jacob wouldn’t live to see 

with his own eyes his sons and grandsons grow into tribes in a mighty nation through 

whom the whole world would be redeemed, but that was his hope and he was sure of it. 

 What follows is often missed, but it’s really an adoption ceremony.  He says to 

Joseph, “Now then, your two sons born to you in Egypt before I came to you here will be 

reckoned as mine; Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine, just as Reuben and Simeon are 

mine” (48:5).  Literally, that says “Like Reuben and Simeon they will be to me.”  So 

Jacob is disinheriting his eldest two sons and inserting Joseph’s in their place.  So then 

technically, Ephraim and Manasseh would be considered sons of Jacob, full-fledged 

tribes of Israel, and the first two at that. 

 1Chron. 5:1-2 explains, “[Reuben] was the firstborn, but when he defiled his 

father’s marriage bed, his rights as firstborn were given to the sons of Joseph son of 

Israel; so he could not be listed in the genealogical record in accordance with his 

birthright, and though Judah was the strongest of his brothers and a ruler came from him, 

the rights of the firstborn belonged to Joseph.”  That gets us a little ahead of ourselves, 

but the main point is that here Jacob is adopting Joseph’s eldest two boys as his own. 

 “When Israel saw the sons of Joseph, he asked, ‘Who are these?’  ‘They are the 

sons God has given me here,’ Joseph said to his father.  Then Israel said, ‘Bring them to 

me so I may bless them’” (48:8-9).  It’s like the opening lines of a wedding ceremony – 

“Who gives this woman to be married to this man?” 

After the official ceremony initiation, the blessing began.  Jacob hugged and 

kissed his grandsons.  It was especially emotional because Joseph was the son of his late 

and loved wife Rachel and Jacob had “never expected to see [Joseph’s] face again, and 

now God [had] allowed [him] to see [his] children too” (48:11). 

Then something weird happened.  Remember: Jacob can barely move here.  So 

Joseph got everything arranged for him: Manasseh (the firstborn; Prince William) under 

his right hand and Ephraim (the second born; Prince Harry, if you will) under his left.  A 

firstborn has a natural preeminence and the right hand has a natural symbolism of power 

and significance.  But Jacob (he had no doubt been scheming this for some time) 
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unexpectedly crossed his arms so that his right hand went on the younger and his left 

hand on the older. 

“Then he blessed Joseph and said, ‘May the God before whom my fathers 

Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, 

the Angel who has delivered me from all harm – may he bless these boys.  May they be 

called by my name and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they 

increase greatly upon the earth’” (48:15-16).  What a beautiful and intimate testimony of 

the way God, the God of saints past, the God of history, the God of a vast and numerous 

line of people is a personal God before whom we walk every minute of every day, who 

gently and caringly watches over his people like a shepherd his sheep, who delivers them 

from their greatest fears, and who blesses them.  Think about that! 

But back to that arm crossing thing.  Have you ever been listening to someone 

pray, but something is bugging you and you totally don’t here what the person says?  

That’s what’s going on with Joseph.  Joseph thought his blind, elderly dad was goofing 

up the order of his sons and was trying to correct him.  But Jacob said basically, “I know 

what I’m doing, son.”  And even though he was old he kept Joseph from moving his 

hands. 

So Jacob intentionally “put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh” (48:20).  “As surprising 

as this appears to be to Joseph, to the readers of Genesis it occasions only a wry grin 

(here we go again!).  [Think Cain and Abel, Ishmael and Isaac, Esau and Jacob!]  This 

recurring motif could well stand as a testimony to grace as blessing comes to those who 

have least reason to expect it.”
1
  In doing this Jacob is making a statement about how God 

works.  It’s all by grace!  It’s never how you’d expect.  It’s never by merit.  And God’s 

sovereign, sheer grace is the foundation of all our hope. 

Joseph presumably complies and then his dad reassures him that though he’s 

going to die, “God will be with you and take you back to the land of your fathers” 

(48:21).  And he gives him “the ridge of the land” which should just be transliterated as 

Shechem, which, Joshua 24:32 tells us, is where Joseph was eventually buried and it was 

part of Ephraim’s allotment. 

 The point here is that Jacob was peering into the future.  He was living and 

dying actually, by faith, in hope – praying for his grandsons, predicting their future, 

talking of when his descendants would go back to the Promised Land…  “And what of 

Joseph’s faith?  It was remarkable [too],” says Kent Hughes.  “In giving his two sons to 

Jacob, he was virtually consenting to their being rejected in respect to a future and 

position in Egypt.  By identifying his sons with the despised sheepherding people, Joseph 

sealed them off from ascendancy.”
2
  Kind of like Moses four hundred years later who 

“refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter [and] chose [instead] to be 

mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 

short time.  He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the 

treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward” (Heb. 11:24-26).  All 

these people were peering into the future with hope and expectation! 

 

Blessing of Sons 
Now chapter 49.  The adoption ceremony was completed and Jacob gathered all 

his biological sons around his death bed to pronounce a poetic blessing (and in some 

cases curse) upon them. 
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We’ve seen before that Christians live for something beyond their lives.  And one 

(not the only, but one) of the ways you can do this is to get married and have kids!  There 

are other ways to leave a legacy, but the Bible is clear that “children are a gift of the 

Lord; the fruit of the womb is a reward” (Ps. 127:3; NASB).  We hope that a lot of you 

settle down in the city, get married, and make lots of babies!  What a way to multiply 

your impact! 

I love my two daughters so much.  I do most of my work from home and I love it!  

It’s a bit distracting, but I love it when Lucy knocks on my door and wants to come get 

her keyboard and work on her sermon.  I love tucking her in to bed at night and singing 

the doxology with her, rubbing her back, signing songs and putting my hand on her head 

and praying for her.  I try to peer into my girls’ futures and pray for them accordingly. 

This chapter shows us that each kid is different, even if they grow up in the same 

house.  You have to tailor your parenting to each kid.  Lucy is a pretty tough girl (she 

must be; I dropped her on her head).  But she’s also compassionate.  She, with an eerie 

sense of perception, laid her head on my mom’s shoulder in front of my grandma’s casket 

when she was just a baby.  She’s the one at gymnastics who runs after the cry-baby boy 

who supposedly got hurt on the parachute and gets in his face and kisses him and makes 

sure he’s okay.  Mary’s personality is starting to come out now and she’s very different 

from Lucy.  She’s very emotional.  She has a pitiful heart-broken cry.  You can tell when 

she gets mad.  She’s also got a smile that melts your heart.  Each kid is different.  Jacob’s 

kids and the particularized blessings he gives reflect that. 

We also see here that good parents can have bad kids… or probably to be more 

theologically correct that bad parents can have good kids, but there are no guarantees.  

Again it comes back to that grace thing.  The best thing a parent can do for their kids 

(besides be in love with God’s radical grace themselves) is to pray for them regularly. 

“The Jacob called for his sons and said: ‘Gather around so I can tell you what will 

happen to you in days to come” (49:1).  The Greek translation of that phrase is “last 

days” or “latter days.”  Hold that thought in your mind for a second and we’ll come back 

to it. 

“Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob; listen to your father Israel…” (49:2).  And 

then he begins logically with Reuben.  “Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, the first 

sign of my strength, excelling in honor, excelling in power.”  He started off with so much 

going for him, but then he fell. “Turbulent as the waters, you will no longer excel, for you 

went up onto your father’s bed, onto my couch and defiled it” (49:3-4).  Back in ch. 35 

Reuben slept with Jacob’s concubine, Bilhah.  And ever since then he was a sad, 

shriveled up, slimy specimen of a man.  It’s sad, but a fact and parents have to be able to 

see it and tell it like it is. 

The next two are Simeon and Levi.  They too get a scolding “for they have killed 

men in their anger and hamstrung oxen as they pleased.  Cursed be their anger, so fierce, 

and their fury, so cruel!  I will scatter them in Jacob and disperse them in Israel” (49:6-7).  

Remember back in ch. 34 when they enacted genocide?  That is explicitly condemned 

here. 

So that brings us to Judah, the fourth-born.  Judah, we’ve seen, was also a 

colossal foul-up – frat boy, demon kids, impregnated his daughter-in-law thinking she 

was a whore.  But he repented.  He saw his sin, had a change of heart, stepped up and 

took responsibility when the family was starving, offered himself as a substitute for his 
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younger brother Benjamin, led the way down into Egypt.  He is the hidden hero of 

Genesis and now, in his poetic blessing we get a prophetic glimpse into the future. 

“Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your 

enemies; your father’s sons will bow down to you” (49:8).  Judah will have preeminence.  

“You are a lion’s cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my son.  Like a lion he 

crouches and lies down, like a lioness – who dares to rouse him” (49:9)?  Judah will be 

powerful… like a lion. 

Then, here it is.  Starting in v. 10 we see the prediction of a Messiah.  Kingly 

rule/the scepter/the staff will not depart from the tribe of Judah until (important word) 

Shiloh comes.  It’s a tough one to translate, but what is clear is that this phrase has been 

taken messianically from very, very early on.  We’re talking well before Jesus’ time.  

Almost from the beginning.  Probably it should be understood to say that power and 

wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise will not depart from the 

tribe of Judah until the One to whom all those things rightfully belong comes, namely the 

Messiah! 

“The obedience of the nations is his [his kingdom will be multi-national].  He will 

tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in 

wine, his robes in the blood of grapes [symbols of wealth and prosperity].  His eyes will 

be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk [symbols of health and vitality]” (49:10-

12).  Jacob is peering deep into the future and seeing the messianic age!  Let’s quickly 

finish up the rest of the sons and then come back to this… 

Zebulun, Issachar, Dan are all given their own blessings.  And then triggered by 

something, perhaps the remembrance of the promise in Gen. 3:15 of the Serpent’s head 

being crushed or the remembrance of his guilt in being a heel-grabber… something in 

what he said about Dan causes Jacob to just burst out with – “I look for your deliverance, 

O Lord” (49:18).  He’s longing, looking, peering into the future for God’s great act of 

deliverance. 

Gad, Asher, Naphtali are all given their own blessings.  And then we get to Joseph 

and Joseph gets a long blessing that in poetic fashion recaps his life (the hardships he’s 

experienced as a result of his brothers’ jealousy) and draws attention to God’s 

faithfulness to him as the one who currently hold preeminence and calls down God’s 

continued blessing on him and his fruitful descendants. 

 Then we get the blessing on Benjamin and his tribe.  Then Jacob restates with 

great detail his wishes to be buried back in the Promised Land, which we talked about 

last week as a great display of his hope.  And then “he drew his feet up into the bed, 

breathed his last and was gathered to his people” (49:33).  That’s it.  Jacob’s done.  

That’s the end of Jacob’s story.  But that’s not the end of the Story. 

 

The Last Days are Here! 
 Let’s bring it all together now.  Jacob was a man revived and steadied by hope.  

His final act of blessing his grandsons and sons was an act of peering into the future.  

That’s what people of hope do.  And, illuminated by God, he could see farthest down the 

sight line that ran through Judah.  What he saw were truly the latter days.  He saw the 

Messiah, the King of kings and Lord of lords who would come, the One to whom all 

honor was due, the One who would set up the kingdom of God and right the world’s 

wrongs and usher in an age of peace and prosperity and perfection. 
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 Let’s jump into the tunnel that Jacob was peering down and see where it takes us.  

Our first stop is Numbers 24.  There we read of the prophet Balaam peering into the 

future and telling of what will happen in “days to come” (Nu. 24:14).  Again, the “latter 

days” or “last days.”  He saw what Jacob had seen – “I see him, but not now; I behold 

him, but not near.  A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel… a ruler 

will come out of Jacob’” (Nu. 24:17, 19a).  He’s sees this great and future ruler. 

 In many ways all this seems to be fulfilled in King David, the mighty ruler from 

the line of Judah who conquered Israel’s enemies and ushered in a time of great 

tranquility and prosperity.  But in 2 Samuel 7 we see the prediction by the prophet 

Nathan of a future king yet to come from David.  David’s not it. 

 When we get to Ezekiel 21 we see him prophesying against the people of God at 

that time, declaring judgment for their sins in the form of Babylonian captivity, but then 

in v. 27 – “A ruin!  A ruin!  I will make it a ruin!  It will not be restored until he comes to 

whom it rightfully belongs; to him I will give it.”  The kingdom is about to be destroyed, 

but the descendant of Judah, the Son of David to whom the ultimate kingship belongs is 

coming. 

 Then we get to the beginning of the NT and everything comes into clearer focus 

with Jesus.  The Christmas story is all about the coming of the Messiah.  Joseph takes his 

pregnant wife and goes to be registered in the census in Bethlehem, “the town of David, 

because he belonged to the house and line of David” (Lk. 2:4).  Jesus is of the line of 

Judah, through David!  Magi from the east come asking, “Where is the one who has been 

born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him” (Mt. 

2:2). 

 The book of Hebrews begins this way – “In the past God spoke to our forefathers 

through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things” (Heb. 1:1-2).  The ‘last 

days’ that Jacob saw from a great distance have come!  Jesus, the Messiah, has come!  

The kingdom of God has arrived! 

 

But They’re Not! 

But wait a second.  Something doesn’t seem to add up.  This is the mighty king to 

whom all prestige, power, wealth and honor belong?!?  He’s born in a barn.  He grows up 

working class.  This king has no palace, in fact he’s homeless.  This king has no war 

horse, he rides a borrowed donkey.  He has no royal court, just a bunch of unrefined 

fishermen and lowlifes surround him.  His coronation involved a crown of thorns.  And 

his life ended in shame and weakness, nailed to a cross under the authority of the 

powerful kingdom of Rome.  Huh?!  This is the Messianic Age.  That seems far-fetched.  

There’s still so much evil and suffering.  Jesus seems to be a bust. 

And he would be except for the fact that he came back to life and now sits on his 

throne in the unseen realm and has promised to return some day soon to wrap things up.  

And so the people of God still find themselves in the position of hope, waiting for the full 

kingly reign of Jesus to be realized.  People of hope still peer into the future with 

anticipation and expectation of the return of Jesus in glory to defeat all rival kingdoms 

and establish his own alone.  We’re so close to the light at the end of the tunnel, but not 

quite there yet. 
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The Apostle John, old and incarcerated on the island of Patmos in the first 

century, depressed because so many of the people he had told to believe in Jesus had  

been slaughtered, unable to be in church on a Sunday, was wondering if it was all really 

true, really worth it to be with Jesus.  Then God gave him a grand and glorious vision of 

the future.  He peered into it and wrote it down for us to see too. 

What he saw in one place was a scroll representing the script of human history.  

And no one could open its seals, there seemed to be no key that unlocked it all.  And then 

he was told, “Do not weep!  See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 

triumphed.  He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals” (Rev. 5:5).  John saw Jesus, 

not as a poor, emaciated, suffering, hippie, Galilean peasant, but as a giant, eyes flaming, 

thunder pealing, white horse riding, iron scepter wielding Man with a tattoo on his thigh 

that reads – “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16) sweeping across 

the land to establish his kingly reign. 

Now here’s the thing: why these two stages?  Why are we still in hope mode?  

Why did Jesus come in shame and humility the first time and wait for a second time to 

come in glory and kingly power?  Praise God he did it this way, because if he hadn’t, if 

he had just come as a lion and not first as a lamb who takes away the sins of the world, 

then we’d all be eaten and destroyed!  It’s becoming popular nowadays to talk about the 

kingdom of God and say the gospel is simply that “Jesus is King!”  But that’s not good 

news if you’re guilty of treason against the king.  In fact, that’s the worst news.  It means 

you’re toast. 

But praise God that he didn’t just come all at once to be the mighty and powerful 

king and destroy everyone, but that Jesus is “worthy to take the scroll and to open its 

seals, because [he was] slain, and with [his] blood [he] purchased men for God from 

every tribe and language and people and nation” (Rev. 5:9).  What an amazing thing!  

That God would offer himself as a substitute to take the wrath and punishment that our 

sins deserve so that we could be able to be a part of his people and enjoy his kingdom 

forever.  This is what we remember and celebrate at the Lord’s Table.  “Christ was 

sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, 

not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him” (Heb. 9:28). 

 

Conclusion 
 Are you waiting for him?  Do you think about what’s in store when Christ comes 

back?  “The Christian, who has the whole of Scripture to show how the purposes of God 

have been worked out over the centuries to find their culmination in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, has all the more reason for steadfast hope.”
3
  Let’s be people of hope who peer 

into the future.   

 I’m not talking about being wacky people who try to figure out if Russia and Iran 

are Gog and Magog or stuff like that, but people who peer intently at Jesus until we get to 

do so face-to-face forever one day.  And in doing so we will be able to withstand 

suffering.  We will be people of joy, like those at work on Friday because the weekend is 

almost here.  Folks, we live in the last days!  The complete consummation of our hope is 

just around the corner.  Rejoice! 

 

The Lord’s Table 
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Benediction 
May you keep peering into the future… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, December 14, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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