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Text 
When the news reached Pharaoh's palace that Joseph's brothers had come, Pharaoh and all his officials 

were pleased. 
17 

Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Tell your brothers, 'Do this: Load your animals and return to the 

land of Canaan, 
18 

and bring your father and your families back to me. I will give you the best of the land of 

Egypt and you can enjoy the fat of the land.' 
19 

"You are also directed to tell them, 'Do this: Take some carts 

from Egypt for your children and your wives, and get your father and come. 
20 

Never mind about your 

belongings, because the best of all Egypt will be yours.'" 
21 

So the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them 

carts, as Pharaoh had commanded, and he also gave them provisions for their journey. 
22 

To each of them 

he gave new clothing, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels of silver and five sets of clothes. 
23 

And this is what he sent to his father: ten donkeys loaded with the best things of Egypt, and ten female 

donkeys loaded with grain and bread and other provisions for his journey. 
24 

Then he sent his brothers 

away, and as they were leaving he said to them, "Don't quarrel on the way!" 
25 

So they went up out of Egypt 

and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan. 
26 

They told him, "Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is 

ruler of all Egypt." Jacob was stunned; he did not believe them. 
27 

But when they told him everything 

Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their 

father Jacob revived. 
28 

And Israel said, "I'm convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see him 

before I die." 

46:1 So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the 

God of his father Isaac. 
2 
And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, "Jacob! Jacob!" "Here I 

am," he replied. 
3 
"I am God, the God of your father," he said. "Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I 

will make you into a great nation there. 
4 
I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back 

again. And Joseph's own hand will close your eyes." 
5 
Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel's sons took 

their father Jacob and their children and their wives in the carts that Pharaoh had sent to transport him. 
6 

They also took with them their livestock and the possessions they had acquired in Canaan, and Jacob and 

all his offspring went to Egypt. 
7 
He took with him to Egypt his sons and grandsons and his daughters and 

granddaughters-- all his offspring. 
8 
These are the names of the sons of Israel (Jacob and his descendants) 

who went to Egypt: Reuben the firstborn of Jacob. 
9 
The sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron and 

Carmi. 
10 

The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaanite 

woman. 
11 

The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath and Merari. 
12 

The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez 

and Zerah (but Er and Onan had died in the land of Canaan). The sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul. 
13 

The 

sons of Issachar: Tola, Puah, Jashub and Shimron. 
14 

The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon and Jahleel. 
15 

These were the sons Leah bore to Jacob in Paddan Aram, besides his daughter Dinah. These sons and 

daughters of his were thirty-three in all. 
16 

The sons of Gad: Zephon, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi and 

Areli. 
17 

The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi and Beriah. Their sister was Serah. The sons of Beriah: 

Heber and Malkiel. 
18 

These were the children born to Jacob by Zilpah, whom Laban had given to his 

daughter Leah-- sixteen in all. 
19 

The sons of Jacob's wife Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 
20 

In Egypt, 

Manasseh and Ephraim were born to Joseph by Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On. 
21 

The sons of 

Benjamin: Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim and Ard. 
22 

These were the 
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sons of Rachel who were born to Jacob-- fourteen in all. 
23 

The son of Dan: Hushim. 
24 

The sons of 

Naphtali: Jahziel, Guni, Jezer and Shillem. 
25 

These were the sons born to Jacob by Bilhah, whom Laban 

had given to his daughter Rachel-- seven in all. 
26 

All those who went to Egypt with Jacob-- those who were 

his direct descendants, not counting his sons' wives-- numbered sixty-six persons. 
27 

With the two sons who 

had been born to Joseph in Egypt, the members of Jacob's family, which went to Egypt, were seventy in all. 
28 

Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When they arrived in the 

region of Goshen, 
29 

Joseph had his chariot made ready and went to Goshen to meet his father Israel. As 

soon as Joseph appeared before him, he threw his arms around his father and wept for a long time. 
30 

Israel 

said to Joseph, "Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for myself that you are still alive." 
31 

Then Joseph 

said to his brothers and to his father's household, "I will go up and speak to Pharaoh and will say to him, 

'My brothers and my father's household, who were living in the land of Canaan, have come to me. 
32 

The 

men are shepherds; they tend livestock, and they have brought along their flocks and herds and everything 

they own.' 
33 

When Pharaoh calls you in and asks, 'What is your occupation?' 
34 

you should answer, 'Your 

servants have tended livestock from our boyhood on, just as our fathers did.' Then you will be allowed to 

settle in the region of Goshen, for all shepherds are detestable to the Egyptians." 

47:1 Joseph went and told Pharaoh, "My father and brothers, with their flocks and herds and everything 

they own, have come from the land of Canaan and are now in Goshen." 
2 
He chose five of his brothers and 

presented them before Pharaoh. 
3 
Pharaoh asked the brothers, "What is your occupation?" "Your servants 

are shepherds," they replied to Pharaoh, "just as our fathers were." 
4 
They also said to him, "We have come 

to live here awhile, because the famine is severe in Canaan and your servants' flocks have no pasture. So 

now, please let your servants settle in Goshen." 
5 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Your father and your brothers 

have come to you, 
6 
and the land of Egypt is before you; settle your father and your brothers in the best part 

of the land. Let them live in Goshen. And if you know of any among them with special ability, put them in 

charge of my own livestock." 
7 
Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented him before Pharaoh. 

After Jacob blessed Pharaoh, 
8 
Pharaoh asked him, "How old are you?" 

9 
And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The 

years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult, and they do not 

equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers." 
10 

Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his 

presence. 
11 

So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in the best part 

of the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. 
12 

Joseph also provided his father and his brothers 

and all his father's household with food, according to the number of their children. 

 

Introduction 
 I found a fun tool online called ‘Wordle’.  It’s free.  You just paste in a bunch of 

text from a document and it evaluates all the words and creates a word-picture for it.  So 

two weeks ago when we were looking at the resolution of the Joseph narrative from the 

brothers’ perspective, highlighting their guilt, this was the ‘Wordle’ for that sermon…
1
  

(God, Joseph, brother, brothers, guilt, back, Judah…) 

Last week we were looking at it primarily from Joseph’s perspective and the 

healing he experienced.  Here is the ‘Wordle’ from last week’s sermon…  (God, Joseph, 

healing, plan, good, control…) 

 This week we’re going to focus in more on Joseph’s father – Jacob – and see what 

the resolution of this story meant for him.  And what we’re going to see is just this: hope 

revives the spirit. 

 We’re nearing the end of the book of Genesis; we’re getting close to the 

accomplishment of Genesis’ goal, and that is to set up the story of the Exodus, which sets 

up the story of the Conquest, which sets up the story of the Kingship, which sets up the 

story of the Exile, which sets up the story of the return from Exile… all of which sets up 

the story of Jesus.  Genesis… the whole Bible, actually, is a forward looking book, a 

book about God’s unfolding plan, a book of hope.  And hope revives the spirit. 

Quick announcement for those who are curious: before going right into the book 

of Exodus, we’re going to go through the NT book of Ephesians together.  A lot of the 
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themes we’ve looked at in narrative form in Genesis are worked out in more explicit, 

didactic form in that book.  It should be fun.  We’ll finish Genesis on Christmas Sunday 

(12/21), take a few weeks to look at some other texts, and then in mid-January we’ll dive 

into Ephesians. 

 But let’s not get ahead of ourselves… let’s dive into today’s text… 

 

And before that, let’s pray… 
 

Jacob Revisited 
 So we’ve been looking at Jacob’s sons for awhile now and you may have 

forgotten some of who Jacob was.  Let’s refresh our memories.  We were introduced to 

him first in ch. 25 – twenty chapters ago (last April)!  He was a twin, the second one 

born.  And from even before birth he was a schemer, deceiver, supplanter.  He tricked his 

older brother Esau out of his birthright and later stole his blessing from his father. 

 Fleeing for his life and going to stay with relatives in faraway Haran, Jacob was 

intercepted by God at Bethel in ch. 28.  There God made a unilateral, unconditional 

declaration to Jacob – “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of 

Isaac.  I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.  Your 

descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to 

the east, to the north and to the south.  All peoples on earth will be blessed through you 

and your offspring.  [It was the same promise made to his father and grandfather]  I am 

with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land.  

I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you” (Gen. 28:13-15).  That 

was the beginning of Jacob’s relationship with the Lord. 

 He spent the next twenty years getting a dose of his own medicine working for his 

sly uncle Laban.  He was tricked into marrying Leah after seven years’ labor when he 

wanted to marry Rachel.  Then he agreed to work another seven years in exchange for 

Rachel.  But while Jacob was working for Laban, God was working on him.  Those were 

hard years, much like Joseph’s twenty years in Egypt leading up to the events of today’s 

text, but they were character forming years. 

 Finally, Jacob returned home with four wives (that’s three too many… fyi) and 

eleven sons.  In ch. 32 just before he crossed into the Promised Land God roughed Jacob 

up a bit in a wrestling match, knocking off some more of his rough edges and giving him 

a new name – Israel.  You’ll see in today’s text that he goes by both – Jacob and Israel.  

It’s the same guy. 

 Even though he’s been broken and has a new identity from God, he’s still in many 

ways the same old man.  He still messes up.  He’s still messed up.  He has messed up 

kids.  And he messes up his kids.  But, despite all that, in ch. 35 we see God beckoning 

Jacob to return to Bethel, to where it all began oh so many years ago, to hear once again 

God’s unilateral, unconditional declaration that he was committed to him.  There God 

reiterated the Abrahamic promises to him: a people in a place being a blessing to all 

peoples.  And Jacob worshipped God because of this. 

 But life was not all hunky-dory, happily ever-after even after this.  In ch. 37 is 

where we observed the ugly scene of ten of Jacob’s sons out of jealousy ganging up on 

the second-to-youngest (Joseph) and nearly killing him.  They decided instead to sell him 

into slavery when prompted by the ‘chance’ spotting of a caravan of traders going to 
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Egypt.  Then they led Jacob to think that Joseph was torn to pieces by wild beasts.  And 

Jacob slipped into a deep depression, saying, “In mourning will I go down to the grave” 

(37:35). 

 We don’t hear anything about Jacob for awhile as we watch God take care of 

Joseph in Egypt and how Joseph eventually rose to power in God’s providence in order to 

keep the covenant family alive during the coming massive famine.  We just get to see a 

little bit of Jacob when he’s scolding his sons at the beginning of ch. 42 and sending them 

down to Egypt to get grain.  When they return saying they need to borrow Benjamin – 

Joseph’s younger and only full-brother – and present him before the official in Egypt who 

sold them their grain, Jacob refuses and sinks deeper into depression and irrationality.  He 

has aged beyond his years, plagued by a sense of hopelessness.  Have you ever been in an 

extended funk? 

 Well, something seems to turn in ch. 43 when Judah steps up and speaks sense 

into Jacob.  They would all starve to death if Benjamin didn’t go and Judah pledges to 

take care of him.  And Jacob, refreshed by a son finally taking responsibility, consents 

and as all his sons now head off to Egypt he says, “May God Almighty grant you mercy” 

(43:14).  Jacob invokes the name God had used to reveal himself to him at Bethel (35:11) 

and acknowledges that he is a God of mercy.  He sends them off and waits to see what 

will happen. 

 

Jacob Hears Good News 
 That brings us up to today with Jacob.  Meanwhile, the brothers were wrestling 

with their guilt.  Joseph demonstrated the healing God had wrought in his heart by finally 

revealing himself to his brothers, and not killing them but forgiving them.  At the end of 

last week’s text they all embrace and weep and kiss down in Egypt.  Now all the brothers 

get ready to go back and tell their dad the good news and bring him down to Egypt to 

live. 

 Word spread and Pharaoh found out what was going on with Joseph and his 

family and graciously offered that they could stay in Egypt – the whole family!  He sent 

lavish provisions for them.  He even released some of his royal carts to be used to 

transport everyone back.  Joseph made sure they had everything they needed and sent 

them on their way. 

 “As they were leaving he said to them, ‘Don’t quarrel on the way’” (45:24)!  

What’s that all about?  Was it, as one person called it, “a parting shot” because “the 

ancient crime was now bound to come to light before their father, and mutual accusations 

were likely to proliferate.”
2
  “Who’s going to tell him?...  I think you should… I think 

you should, it was all your idea in the first place… nuh, uh… yes huh!”  Perhaps.  And if 

that’s the case Joseph would be acting kind of like a mother sending off her boys to 

school with their lunch pails and yelling as they get on the bus, “Now I don’t want to hear 

about you fighting!  You hear me?” 

 But the word translated ‘quarrel’ here is a hard one and usually means something 

like ‘worked up’ or ‘anxious’.  “[Robert] Alter is probably right here that Joseph 

anticipates that his brothers may be fearful that he will have second thoughts and send an 

army after them – perhaps accusing them of plundering and thievery and slaughter them 

all.”
3
  So he could be saying, “Don’t worry, guys.  That game’s over.  Hurry home and 

bring back dad.” 
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 Which they do.  And when they tell him, “‘Joseph is still alive!  In fact, he is ruler 

of all Egypt.’  Jacob was stunned; he did not believe them” (45:26).  The ESV has “his 

heart became numb.”  You know how when everything seems hopeless you resist all 

temptations to get your hopes up because you don’t want them dashed again?  Jacob 

thought his sons were playing a mean trick.  He was guarding his heart.  It’s a common 

defense mechanism. 

 “But when they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw 

the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revived.  And 

Israel said, ‘I’m convinced!  My son Joseph is still alive.  I will go and see him before I 

die’” (45:27-28).  Jacob heard the good news.  He saw the evidence that the son he 

thought was dead was alive.  He was told what the brothers were told by Joseph to tell 

him – that “God [had] made [Joseph] lord of all Egypt” (45:9).  He was filled again with 

hope, hope that God was in control and his promises were moving forward.  And hope, 

we see, revives his spirit. 

 

God Reiterates His Plan 
 Jacob didn’t delay.  It says in 46:1, “So Israel set out with all that was his, and 

when he reached Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.”  It’s 

clear that Jacob’s hope was in God, and not just a generic god or his version of god, but 

the specific God that had revealed himself to his family and had made a covenant with 

them – “He offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac” (46:1). 

And this all happened at Beersheba.  So what?  Beersheba is where previously 

Abraham had “called upon the name of the Lord, the Eternal God” (21:33).  It’s where 

the Lord had appeared to Isaac saying, “I am the God of your father Abraham.  Do not be 

afraid, for I am with you; I will bless you and will increase the number of your 

descendants” (26:24).  Beersheba is where Jacob had lived as a young man before he 

went to Haran.  This was a significant, historic place in the progress of the covenant and 

Jacob went back to it to worship God. 

 Now we read, “And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night [in Beersheba] and 

said, ‘Jacob!  Jacob!’  ‘Here I am,’ he replied.  [He knew the Lord’s voice by now]  ‘I am 

God, the God of your father,’ he said.  ‘Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will 

make you into a great nation there.  I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely 

bring you back again’” (46:2-4).  Every other time Jacob has either been exiting or 

entering the Promised Land he has encountered a theophany.  This is no different. 

 And the content is familiar too.  It’s basically a reiteration of the Abrahamic 

promise.  It’s a promise for a people and a land.  It’s a promise that the Lord would be 

with him.  And it recollects something specific that God had said to Abraham in Gen. 

15:13-14 – “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not 

their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years.  But I will punish 

the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions.”  

Evidently Jacob had some hesitations about leaving the Promised Land and going to 

Egypt.  After all, Abraham had done it unquestioningly back in 12:10ff and it wasn’t a 

good thing.  His father Isaac had been told explicitly not to do it in 26:2.  But here God 

reassures Jacob that this is all part of his larger plan.  It’s time to go. 

 The promise that Joseph would close his eyes is referring to a cultural custom that 

we don’t quite understand, but the image is of a peaceful, hopeful death, not the death 
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Jacob had fearfully predicted for himself back in 37:35 in the cloud of his depression 

when he thought Joseph had died. 

 

Going Into Egypt 
 What’s next is a description of the move down into Egypt by the whole covenant 

family – kids, in-laws, grandkids… and all their livestock and possessions.  Some of the 

language used to describe the whole family’s entrance into Egypt for safety echoes some 

of the language used earlier in Genesis to describe Noah’s family’s entrance into the ark 

before the flood.
4
  This was God collecting all the chosen people and putting them in a 

place where they would be protected from the famine sweeping the land. 

 The list of names that follows represents everyone who went down into Egypt.  

It’s not organized by order of birth, but by mother.  And the list is composed and 

calculated in such a way as to arrive at the number seventy – “the members of Jacob’s 

family, which went to Egypt, were seventy in all” (46:27).  Seventy is a round number, “a 

typological rather than a literal number,” most likely.  “It is here used, as elsewhere in 

biblical literature, to express the idea of totality,” as one modern Jewish commentator 

says.
5
  In ch. 10 with the Table of Nations following the flood there were seventy nations 

listed.  Here Abraham’s family is being depicted as a kind of new humanity going into 

Egypt to be protected from the desolation coming, only to come out 400 years later to 

populate the Promised Land and establish God’s rule there. 

This is also no child left behind – an unequivocal assertion that everyone went 

down into Egypt so that those returning four hundred years later (the initial readers of 

Genesis) could be sure that none of the inhabitants of the land were their covenant kin. 

There’s a lot going on here.  Something else: verse 28 – “Now Jacob sent Judah 

ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen.”  It’s an interesting detail that Judah 

leads the way.  On the surface the last part of Genesis looks like it’s all about Joseph, but 

as I’ve said before it’s really about Judah.  That’s why we have the seeming digression of 

ch. 38 involving Judah right after Joseph is introduced in ch. 37.  It’s also why Judah gets 

the longest speech in all of Genesis at the end of ch. 44.  “Such a special focus on Judah 

is part of an overall strategy of the writer to highlight the crucial role of Judah in God’s 

plan to bring about Israel’s deliverance.  The prominence of Judah is seen most clearly in 

Jacob’s words of blessing to his twelve sons (49:8-12).”
6
  And of course all of it points to 

Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 

 

Reunion with Joseph 

 So Judah leads the family into the region called Goshen, just like Judah’s tribe 

leads the way through the desert as they’re all leaving Egypt 400 years later (cf. Nu. 

10:14).  Joseph takes off work and goes to Goshen to welcome his family.  “As soon as 

Joseph appeared before [his father Israel], he threw his arms around his father and wept 

for a long time” (46:29).  What a sweet reunion. 

 “Israel said to Joseph, ‘Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for myself that 

you are still alive’” (46:30).  It’s a sentiment echoed by Simeon in the NT when he holds 

all his hopes in his hands in the baby Jesus and says, “Sovereign Lord, as you have 

promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.  For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel” (Lk. 2:29-32). 
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 Jacob was filled with peace.  In seeing Joseph he was once again overwhelmed by 

God’s promises and power and filled with hope – a hope that God was indeed moving 

forward with his plan, his good plan.  Hope revives the spirit. 
 

Meeting with Pharaoh 
 We know that Joseph’s plan all along had been to put his family in Goshen.  It 

was a rich pastureland on the fringes of Egyptian society where the Israelites could 

maintain their shepherding way of life and remain a distinct people.  He just needed 

Pharaoh to sign off on it.  So, as we’ve come to expect, he engages in some brilliant 

maneuvering to obtain this parcel. 

 While everyone’s already unpacking their bags and settling in to Goshen, Joseph 

takes a delegation of five of his brothers to meet Pharaoh.  He tells them to be sure to 

highlight that they are shepherds to Pharaoh.  The Egyptians didn’t have much regard for 

shepherds and so it was perfect.  Pharaoh could be nice to the family of the man who had 

saved his country, but keep them at a distance in the unoccupied fields of Goshen.  It 

would be like Plainfield was to Chicago 100 years ago.  It all works as planned.  Pharaoh 

has no problem giving them the land of Goshen to stay in and graze their flocks in. 

 The five country-bumpkin brothers go out.  “Then Joseph brought his father Jacob 

in and presented him before Pharaoh” (47:7a).  “Your majesty, king of Egypt, I want you 

to meet my father, patriarch of Israel.”  And then look at what happens!  “After Jacob 

blessed Pharaoh, Pharaoh asked him…” (47:7b-8a).  Wait a second.  Is that right?  It 

can’t be.  It should say, “After Jacob bowed before Pharaoh, Pharaoh asked him, ‘How 

old are you, [sweet little old man]?’”  But after Jacob makes a comment about his short 

(that is relative to his father and grandfather) and hard life we read, “Then Jacob blessed 

Pharaoh and went out from his presence” (47:10). 

 Do you see what’s happening?  God had told Abraham that through his offspring 

“all nations on earth will be blessed” (22:18).  Here’s his grandson with outstretched 

hand, pronouncing a blessing on the king of Egypt!  The plan is certainly moving 

forward! 
 

Application 
 Here’s the thing: if you’re feeling hopeless, dejected, melancholy; if life’s got you 

down; if you feel beat up… you’ve come to the right place.  Just like Jacob needed to 

hear good news that Joseph was alive and go to Beersheba and meet with the living God, 

we need to go to church to hear again from the same God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

that he has a plan, he has made promises, he has come through on them time and time 

again, and he will be true to his word in the future.  We need to hear good news that Jesus 

is alive and is Lord of all the earth.  We need hope. 

 We saw clearly last week that God is in control and he has a plan, a good plan.  I 

love this truth.  It stands behind Jeremiah 29:11 where God says to the exiles in Babylon, 

“‘I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’”  God has a plan.  It may involve dark 

nights of the soul in exile, but it’s a good plan.  He gives us a hope and a future. 

We may get depressed; things may look hopeless at times.  We need to hear Good 

News – Jesus, God’s Son, isn’t dead; he’s alive(!) and that means he has successfully 

paid for our sin and there is a future resurrection and New Creation waiting for us.  The 

resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth after being crucified by the Romans circa 30 A.D. as a 
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sure event in history is what I always keep coming back to again and again when I’m 

overcome with hopelessness.  If you can prove to me that Jesus is really dead, didn’t rise 

again, then this whole thing is a sham and I guarantee you I would kill myself after a 

spree of robbing and raping, trying to satisfy my every lust before dying and 

disintegrating into nothingness (cf. 1Cor. 15:14, 17, 19, 32).  But ladies and gentlemen: 

the tomb is empty!  Christ has indeed been raised from the dead!  The evidence is 

squarely in favor of the fact that Jesus was resurrected.  Look into it yourself.  And as a 

result there is hope. 

We may get discouraged and confused and forget what God has done for us.  

That’s why we need to go back to ‘Beersheba’ and be reminded of the magnificent 

promises our God has made to us.  “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not 

impute iniquity” (Ps. 32:2; NASB).  That’s you, by faith in Christ.  God imputed your 

iniquity onto Jesus and imputed Jesus’ righteousness onto you.  It’s done.  You’re 

justified!  You will never face God’s judgment… ever.  Christ has faced it for you.  You 

are completely accepted and loved by God.  God is with you.  You are part of his people.  

Do not be afraid. 

Circumstances get us down and we lose sight of the big picture.  But God has a 

grand plan that has unfolded so beautifully in Jesus.  It was just a little Canaanite thing 

back then, starting to reach down into places like Egypt.  Today, how many nations of the 

earth have been blessed through God’s people? 

His plan is moving forward… this gives us hope, which revives the spirit. 
 

The Lord’s Table 
 Most people are numb.  They can neither mourn nor dance.  God works in people 

so that they can do both.  We should mourn our sin and the sin that has ruined our world.  

But we should dance that it has been taken away from us and a new world has begun. 

 Christ invites us to a banquet feast.  It’s all prepared for you; you just come and 

partake… 
 

Benediction 
May you set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed 

(1Pet. 1:13). 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 30, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 

 

End notes: 

                                                 
1
 See www.wordle.net.  All ‘Wordles’ are included below… 

2
 Derek Kidner, Genesis: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries 

(Leicester: InterVarsity Press, 1967), 208. 
3
 John H. Walton, Genesis, NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001), 683; citing 

Robert Alter, Genesis: Translation and Commentary (New York: Norton, 1996), 271. 
4
 Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 16 – 50, Vol. 2, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, 1994). 442. 

5
 Nahum M. Sarna, JPS Torah Commentary: Genesis (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society, 1989), 

317. 
6
 John H. Sailhamer, Genesis, Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 2 (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990), 

263. 



9 

                                                                                                                                                 



10 

                                                                                                                                                 

 


