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Text 
Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their master, the king of Egypt. 

2
 

Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 
3
 and put them in 

custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph was confined. 
4
 The 

captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them. After they had been in custody for 

some time, 
5
 each of the two men-- the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held 

in prison-- had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. 
6
 When Joseph came to 

them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 
7
 So he asked Pharaoh's officials who were in 

custody with him in his master's house, "Why are your faces so sad today?" 
8
 "We both had dreams," they 

answered, "but there is no one to interpret them." Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong 

to God? Tell me your dreams." 
9
 So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to him, "In my 

dream I saw a vine in front of me, 
10

 and on the vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, it 

blossomed, and its clusters ripened into grapes. 
11

 Pharaoh's cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes, 

squeezed them into Pharaoh's cup and put the cup in his hand." 
12

 "This is what it means," Joseph said to 

him. "The three branches are three days. 
13

 Within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore 

you to your position, and you will put Pharaoh's cup in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his 

cupbearer. 
14

 But when all goes well with you, remember me and show me kindness; mention me to 

Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. 
15

 For I was forcibly carried off from the land of the Hebrews, and 

even here I have done nothing to deserve being put in a dungeon." 
16

 When the chief baker saw that Joseph 

had given a favorable interpretation, he said to Joseph, "I too had a dream: On my head were three baskets 

of bread. 
17

 In the top basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating them out 

of the basket on my head." 
18

 "This is what it means," Joseph said. "The three baskets are three days. 
19

 

Within three days Pharaoh will lift off your head and hang you on a tree. And the birds will eat away your 

flesh." 
20

 Now the third day was Pharaoh's birthday, and he gave a feast for all his officials. He lifted up 

the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief baker in the presence of his officials: 
21

 He restored the chief 

cupbearer to his position, so that he once again put the cup into Pharaoh's hand, 
22

 but he hanged the chief 

baker, just as Joseph had said to them in his interpretation. 
23

 The chief cupbearer, however, did not 

remember Joseph; he forgot him. 

41:1 When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing by the Nile, 
2
 when out of the 

river there came up seven cows, sleek and fat, and they grazed among the reeds. 
3
 After them, seven other 

cows, ugly and gaunt, came up out of the Nile and stood beside those on the riverbank. 
4
 And the cows that 

were ugly and gaunt ate up the seven sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke up. 
5
 He fell asleep again and 

had a second dream: Seven heads of grain, healthy and good, were growing on a single stalk. 
6
 After them, 

seven other heads of grain sprouted-- thin and scorched by the east wind. 
7
 The thin heads of grain 

swallowed up the seven healthy, full heads. Then Pharaoh woke up; it had been a dream. 
8
 In the morning 

his mind was troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh told them his 

dreams, but no one could interpret them for him. 
9
 Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, "Today I am 

reminded of my shortcomings. 
10

 Pharaoh was once angry with his servants, and he imprisoned me and the 
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chief baker in the house of the captain of the guard. 
11

 Each of us had a dream the same night, and each 

dream had a meaning of its own. 
12

 Now a young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the 

guard. We told him our dreams, and he interpreted them for us, giving each man the interpretation of his 

dream. 
13

 And things turned out exactly as he interpreted them to us: I was restored to my position, and the 

other man was hanged." 
14

 So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. 

When he had shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh. 
15

 Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I had a 

dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can 

interpret it." 
16

 "I cannot do it," Joseph replied to Pharaoh, "but God will give Pharaoh the answer he 

desires." 
17

 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "In my dream I was standing on the bank of the Nile, 
18

 when out 

of the river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek, and they grazed among the reeds. 
19

 After them, seven 

other cows came up-- scrawny and very ugly and lean. I had never seen such ugly cows in all the land of 

Egypt. 
20

 The lean, ugly cows ate up the seven fat cows that came up first. 
21

 But even after they ate them, 

no one could tell that they had done so; they looked just as ugly as before. Then I woke up. 
22

 "In my 

dreams I also saw seven heads of grain, full and good, growing on a single stalk. 
23

 After them, seven other 

heads sprouted-- withered and thin and scorched by the east wind. 
24

 The thin heads of grain swallowed up 

the seven good heads. I told this to the magicians, but none could explain it to me." 
25

 Then Joseph said to 

Pharaoh, "The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same. God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to 

do. 
26

 The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good heads of grain are seven years; it is one 

and the same dream. 
27

 The seven lean, ugly cows that came up afterward are seven years, and so are the 

seven worthless heads of grain scorched by the east wind: They are seven years of famine. 
28

 "It is just as I 

said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. 
29

 Seven years of great abundance are 

coming throughout the land of Egypt, 
30

 but seven years of famine will follow them. Then all the abundance 

in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land. 
31

 The abundance in the land will not be 

remembered, because the famine that follows it will be so severe. 
32

 The reason the dream was given to 

Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon. 
33

 "And 

now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge of the land of Egypt. 
34

 Let 

Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years 

of abundance. 
35

 They should collect all the food of these good years that are coming and store up the grain 

under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food. 
36

 This food should be held in reserve for 

the country, to be used during the seven years of famine that will come upon Egypt, so that the country may 

not be ruined by the famine." 
37

 The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. 
38

 So Pharaoh 

asked them, "Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?" 
39

 Then Pharaoh said to 

Joseph, "Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning and wise as you. 
40

 You 

shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the 

throne will I be greater than you." 

 

Introduction 
 I hope you have a while… 

 Today’s story deals with two sets of two dreams.  We’ve seen a pair of dreams 

before in the Joseph story.  Remember: Joseph had a dream where his brothers’ sheaves 

of grain bowed down to his.  And then he had another dream where the sun and moon 

(representative of his dad and mom) and eleven stars (representative of his eleven 

brothers) bowed down to him.  It was clear that God was communicating his intention to 

elevate Joseph to a place of prominence. 

 Since then, Joseph’s jealous brothers almost killed him, but decided to sell him as 

a slave instead.  He got taken to Egypt where he was purchased by an official in 

Pharaoh’s court named Potiphar.  He climbed the ranks in Potiphar’s house to the point 

that he was in charge of the whole house.  But one day his master’s wife falsely accused 

him of trying to rape her and so Joseph was thrown into prison. 

 Yet even in prison Joseph never gave into despair.  He proved himself trustworthy 

and was put in charge of the dungeon, a post at which he excelled.  He was a man of 

integrity.  And while he was in the prison he came across two people who each had had a 
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disturbing dream the night before.  And Joseph told them that God had spoken to them in 

a dream and God, his God, could tell them the interpretation. 

 Now I want you to think about this, as one person has put it – “If [Joseph] had 

given up on his own dreams, he would never have given a thought to interpreting 

theirs!”
1
  Joseph, despite how things looked for him, despite being sold as a slave and 

now being confined to a dark dungeon, still believed that the Lord was with him and had 

hope that his future was secure and bright. 

 Alone in the midst of a culture that was opposed to God and circumstances that 

seemed God-forsaken, Joseph knew and believed the Lord’s covenant promises to his 

family – God’s grand scale plan to make a people, in a place, that would be a blessing to 

all peoples and places.  He knew God’s personal promises to him and his personal 

presence with him.  And so Joseph could bless others by pointing them to the God whose 

“kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and [whose] dominion endures through all 

generations; the Lord [who] is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has 

made” (Ps. 145:13). 

 Let’s look at what that looked like for Joseph in the superpower of Egypt 4,000 

years ago and then let’s look at what it might look like for people who know the same 

God, living in the superpower of the United States today.  What we’ll see is just this: 

Those who know God point people to God. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Cupbearer and the Baker 
 “Some time later…”  We don’t know how much time each phase of the story 

takes.  We do know that Joseph was 17 when this all began and he won’t be released 

from prison until he is 30.  So thirteen of the best years of his life were spent mostly in 

slavery and in prison.  His whole twenties were gone. 

At some point along there Pharaoh’s chief cupbearer and baker get thrown into 

prison with Joseph.  A cupbearer was in charge of the pharaoh’s wine selection and 

would be the guy who had to taste all the drinks that went to the pharaoh in order to make 

sure they were good and that they were not poisoned.  So this had to be a very 

dependable person.  A baker for the pharaoh in Egypt, we know from other sources, made 

thirty-eight different kinds of cake and fifty-seven varieties of bread.
2
  The pharaoh was a 

connoisseur of fine wine and baked goods and evidently these guys did something to 

break his trust or tick him off.  So they were thrown into the prison and put under the 

charge of Joseph. 

 “After they had been in custody for some time” both the cupbearer and the baker 

had a dream on the same night.  They were freaked out by the dream.  But now notice 

that it doesn’t say that they sought out someone who could help them sort through it.  It 

says that Joseph, being the conscientious leader of the inmates and checking up on other 

people, saw that something was wrong and inquired about it.  “When Joseph came to 

them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected.  So he asked Pharaoh’s officials 

who were in custody with him in his master’s house, ‘Why are your faces so sad today?’” 

(40:6-7). 

 So what’s going on here?  What kind of person is Joseph?  He’s compassionate!  

He’s not a bitter victim, turned in on himself.  He has allowed his suffering to give him 
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compassion for others who are suffering and he ministers to them.  He’s not oblivious to 

the needs of others because he’s so wrapped up in his own.  He’s looking outside of 

himself. 

 Of course we want to see this kind of stuff happening among our church 

community – people who care about each other and check up on each other frequently.  

The elders can’t keep adequate tabs on everyone.  When we try it often feels like we’re 

playing that carnival game – Whack-A-Mole.  We just hop around from one person to the 

next doing damage control.  We want to see more people take a role in ministry to each 

other.  If someone’s not at small group one night, call them up and see how they’re doing.  

If life’s stressful right now, pray with them on the phone.  If they’re sick, take them 

chicken noodle soup.  If they’re flaking out, rebuke them.  If they’re depressed, 

encourage them.  Are you looking around in the church community to see who may be 

struggling and seeking to bless them? 

 But really, learning to love within the church community should be practice for 

our lives in the world.  The church is where we can learn to love, but we’re not just 

supposed love those who love us or are like us.  We’re to love the lost, the world, those 

far from God, our co-workers and neighbors.  We’re to be people who notice a secretary 

in the office crying and don’t just ignore it, but seek to appropriately care for her.  We are 

to be people who notice when an employee or coworker’s performance slips and try to 

find out what’s going on in their life outside of work that’s distracting them and offer to 

help.  We’re listening for clues in our conversations across the fence when we’re parking 

our cars as to fears, hurts, worries… and asking to pray with them.  Those kinds of 

things. 

 How can you be that person?  Only if you’ve experienced God’s compassion on 

you in the cross, really.  Otherwise you’re either going to express interest in order to exert 

control or you’re not going to care, because you’re so wrapped up in yourself or so scared 

of offending people.  But if you’ve begun to learn to live in the security of the gospel, 

knowing that the Lord is with you… for your good… because of Jesus taking your sins 

and giving you his righteousness, then you will be freed up to care for others because 

your needs are met to overflowing.  You won’t be paralyzed by the possibility of 

disapproval because you have God’s irreversible approval.  You won’t seek to find 

significance in being controlling or nosing into other people’s business or gossiping 

because you’ve found your significance in Christ. 

 Joseph, knowing the Lord was with him and that his future was secure, was able 

to focus on others.  He saw the cupbearer and baker and could tell something was wrong.  

He inquired and they told him they’d had odd dreams that they just knew meant 

something, but they were afraid as to what they meant.  And Joseph didn’t just squeeze 

their hand and sympathize, he pointed them to God.  He said, “Do not interpretations 

belong to God?  Tell me your dreams.  [I know God and he can tell you what they mean]” 

(40:8). 

 Egyptians put a lot of stock in dreams.  But here they were away from all the 

court magicians with their books that supposedly could interpret dreams.  Joseph said, 

“Do not interpretations belong to God?”  And so he recognized God at work in their lives 

and helped them connect the dots.  That’s what we do.  We are on the look out for God at 

work everywhere and always all around us, even in non-Christians’ lives, and always 

ready to help them make sense of it.  We build bridges, listen to stories, and say like Paul 
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did in Athens in Acts 17, “You’re searching for something you don’t know quite what it 

is, now let me proclaim it to you.”  And then connect the dots to the gospel. 

 Sometimes this will be easy and involve saying soft things.  Sometimes it will 

mean saying hard things.  We have to be willing to say both.  The cupbearer’s dream had 

to do with three grape branches and taking those grapes and squeezing them into 

Pharaoh’s cup and putting it into his hand.  Joseph said, “Good news!”  “Within three 

days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your position, and you will put 

Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his cupbearer” (40:13).  

“Please remember me when you get out of here.” 

 The baker was watching to see what Joseph would say to the cupbearer and when 

he saw that it was good, he decided to tell Joseph his dream and hopefully get a good 

interpretation too.  He said, “‘I too had a dream: On my head were three baskets of bread.  

In the top basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating 

them out of the basket on my head.’  ‘This is what it means,’ Joseph said. ‘The three 

baskets are three days.  Within three days Pharaoh will [lift up your head… off your 

body] and hang you on a tree.  And the birds will eat away your flesh’” (40:16-18).  Doh!  

He probably wished he hadn’t asked.  This is kind of funny, but it’s not.  It stinks for that 

guy! 

 For whatever reason (maybe one was innocent and the other was not… we don’t 

know)… but for whatever reason the cupbearer needed to hear a word from God of hope 

and restoration.  The baker needed to be jolted with the shocking news of his impending 

death.  God calls us to deal with different people in different ways.  Some people are 

more gifted at either rebuking or encouraging, but if you’re always the shoulder to cry on, 

there-there, God loves you kind of person then you probably need to be more open to 

telling people hard things sometimes.  And if you’re always the hammer, you probably 

need to learn some tenderness.  Life requires both. 

 Did you ever wonder where we get the custom of having birthday parties??  It’s 

not necessarily biblical.  There are only two accounts of birthday parties in the Bible and 

in both of them, the party ends with people dying (cf. Mt. 14:1ff).  Sure enough here, 

after three days Pharaoh has a birthday party and he pardoned his cupbearer and had his 

old baker executed – he was beheaded and then his corpse was hung up for all to see by 

being impaled on a stake while birds ate his flesh.  Hopefully they both saw something of 

the reality of Joseph’s God as a result of Joseph’s pointing them to him by interpreting 

their dreams. 

 

Sidebar: Patience 
 If so, it wasn’t immediate for the cupbearer.  As soon as he was released and 

restored he forgot all about Joseph.  Oftentimes our ministry to others goes unappreciated 

and is seemingly ‘unsuccessful’. 

 Joseph remained in the dungeon for two more years.  He was learning and 

exercising patience.  God often has us go through seasons in our lives that seem to us like 

total wastes, but they are the most formative years.  He wants to teach us patience and to 

rely on his timing. 

 For example, Hudson Taylor worked for six years in China with bold ambitions 

and then was forced to return home to London as an invalid for five years with little or no 

fruit to show in his great dreams of reaching China for Christ.  But later he wrote, “Yet 
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without those hidden years, with all their growth and testing, how could the vision and 

enthusiasm of youth have been matured for the leadership that was to be?”
3
  After that 

stint he went back and founded what came to be known as China Inland Mission, one of 

the most successful mission stories in history. 

 Joseph never gave up his belief that the Lord was with him and so he kept serving 

and waiting… 

 

Pharaoh 
 “When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream” (41:1).  Actually, he had 

two.  Both were cannibalistic dreams.  The first involved seeing seven fat cows coming 

up out of the Nile (cows would stand in the river to stay cool during the hot Egyptian 

days).  And after them seven skinny cows came up out of the river and ate up the fat 

cows.  Kinda gross.  It was so startling that it woke Pharaoh up out of his sleep.  Ever had 

a dream like that? 

 I’m sure it was hard to go back to sleep and once he did he had another eerily 

similar dream.  This time it was seven healthy heads of grain on a stalk, followed by 

seven sickly heads of grain that sprouted on the stalk and consumed the healthy heads. 

 “In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and wise 

men of Egypt.  Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him” 

(41:8).  It wasn’t in their books.  Then the opportunistic cupbearer suddenly remembered 

the Hebrew slave named Joseph in prison and he recounted to the pharaoh how he had 

given him and the late baker accurate interpretations of their dreams. 

“So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon.  

[Now Joseph isn’t looking so hot and Brad Pitt-ish right now.  He hasn’t shaved or 

bathed for probably years.  Picture Saddam Hussein after they found him hiding in a 

bunker…]  When he had shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh” 

(41:14).  The Egyptians were clean shaven people. 

 It’s interesting – “Had the cupbearer’s selective memory chosen to function 

earlier, it would likely have been lost on Pharaoh.”
4
  Now, in God’s providential timing, 

Pharaoh is told of this guy who can interpret dreams and Pharaoh is shaken up and 

desperate, so he arranges to meet him. 

 Chuck Colson, former chief counsel for President Nixon who went to jail for his 

involvement in Watergate and through that experience became a Christian, recounts in 

one of his books how he used to use the aura of the White House to intimidate visitors to 

the president.  He’d begin by hosting them in the dining room of the West Wing, then 

escort them past saluting guards down long corridors with photos of the president in 

action, pointing out doors behind which decisions were made that altered the course of 

human history.  Tours of rooms with hand-rubbed mahogany walls and gifts of gold-

plated cuff links with the presidential seal softened even the staunchest adversaries.  He 

writes: 

 

Invariably, the lions of the waiting room became the lambs of the Oval 

Office.  No one ever showed outward hostility.  Most, except the labor 

leaders, forgot their best-rehearsed lines.  They nodded when the president 

spoke, and in those rare instances when they disagreed, they did so 

apologetically, assuring the president that they personally respected his 
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opinion.  Ironically, none were more compliant than the religious leaders.  

Of all people, they should have been the most aware of the sinful nature of 

man and the least overwhelmed by pomp and protocol.  But theological 

knowledge sometimes wilts in the face of worldly power.
5
 

 

Can you imagine what Joseph went through as he prepared to meet perhaps the 

most powerful man in the world at that time?  But the young Hebrew Joseph was not 

impressed and intimidated.  He knew the Lord was with him.  When, “Pharaoh said to 

Joseph, ‘I had a dream, and no one can interpret it.  But I have heard it said of you that 

when you hear a dream you can interpret it.’ [Even though Joseph knew Pharaoh thought 

himself to be a god, he said to him,] ‘I cannot do it… but God will give Pharaoh the 

answer he desires’” (41:15-16). 

Joseph pointed Pharaoh, who thought he was a god, to the real God.  He saw God 

at work in his life to make him realize his non-godness and he pointed that out, helping 

him interpret the dreams God gave him.  Listen: if you have a god who needs help… get 

a new god!  Joseph basically tells mighty Pharaoh that he needs God!  And Pharaoh 

proceeds to tell Joseph his two dreams about cow eating cows and healthy and sick heads 

of grain. 

Joseph doesn’t shrink back.  He says, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the 

same.  God [literally the God] has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do” (41:25).  

“You’re not really in charge.  God, the God, is and he has let you know what he’s about 

to do.”  He gives significance to the different aspects of the dream and then he says again 

– “God [the God] has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do” (41:28).  Basically, God is 

saying that seven years of plenty are coming, followed by seven years of famine.  And 

then Joseph sums up by saying, “the matter has been firmly decided by God, and God 

will do it soon” (41:32). 

So do you think Joseph cowered in the face of the mightiest man on the face of 

the earth at that time?  He repeatedly asserted to Pharaoh – a man who could have easily 

beheaded and impaled Joseph like he did the baker – that he wasn’t god, but that there 

was a God who was in charge and overruled the kingdom of Egypt and who had revealed 

himself to Pharaoh.  He was so sure of God’s reality and God’s promise to him to be with 

him and one day bring his family to bow before him and in the end to be preserved so that 

God’s global purposes through Abraham could be realized… Joseph was so sure of all 

this that he boldly pointed Pharaoh to God. 

 

Application 
Joseph even helped devise a plan to deal with the next fourteen years (a plan to 

help civilization as a whole), which Pharaoh agreed to and gave Joseph the power to 

implement.  We see here that knowing God’s plan doesn’t lead to passivity.  It calls for 

action. 

 Likewise for us who know how God’s plan for human history has reached it’s 

fulfillment in Christ and will end in his kingdom reigning forever and ever, we don’t sit 

back passively.  We pray for his kingdom to come and we execute the strategy for its 

advancement that Jesus left us – the Great Commission.  We point people to God. 

Everyone has dreams, fears, God-longings.  Just look around you, be on the look-

out.  Just this week I was watching a nationally syndicated morning show on the TV at 
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the gym and they had this woman who was a medium taking questions from the audience.  

People wanted to know where their dead loved ones were.  Things like that. 

 If you just look around you you’ll start noticing all kinds of indications, needs, 

bridgeheads into other people’s lives where you can step in and say, “Here’s how God 

relates to your life.”  “You may think you’re sovereign over your life, but you’re not.  

Christ is the King and here’s how you can be a part of his kingdom.”  Practice 

interpreting what God’s doing in other people’s lives and then boldly tell them.  Point 

them to God. 

 If you’re one of those people – searching, scared, disturbed.  Let me point you to 

God.  Let me tell you that there’s a reason why you’re here today.  It’s no accident.  

God’s trying to say something to you.  You need to hear that God wants you to see your 

sin as the cause of your aimless wandering and to find the cross of Christ as the firm post 

to hold onto – the place where Christ takes your sin from you and pays for it and brings 

you into a right relationship with God that provides stability and purpose and meaning to 

life. 

 

Conclusion 

Those who know God point people to God.  Now I remember a time when I 

was very sick.  I had lost fifty pounds.  I was on medication that messed with my head.  

I’d lie down at night and feel like my head was hovering and swirling up above me 

towards the ceiling.  I was depressed, easily confused, didn’t know which way was up, 

even drove my car into the driveway one day and rammed it right into my parents’ car 

going pretty fast.  And I didn’t know why.  And I remember one day going to a store and 

in the parking lot there was an old man, probably with Alzheimer’s who was completely 

confused, out of his mind, and was lost and was asking me for help finding his way.  And 

I just stared at him.  I felt so powerless myself to point him anywhere.  I had my own 

problems. 

 Some of you may feel like that today.  You’re a Christian.  But you feel like the 

blind leading the blind.  You’ve lost your bearings.  Let me point you to God.  I’m not 

trying to produce behavior in you.  I just want to point you to God and to what he’s done 

for you in Christ. 

 You know that recurring dream you keep having where you show up to class or 

work with no clothes on?  There’s an insecurity deep in your soul.  It’s because of your 

sin.  You need to realize that you stand naked and ashamed before a holy God.  But he 

has clothed you from head to toe in the robe of Christ’s righteousness. 

 You know those years of plenty in the 90s and early 2000s?  Now we’re entering 

into a recession and you’re scared.  Will you be able to retire?  You need to remember 

that the future is secure in God’s hands.  That he is sovereign and nothing is out of 

control.  That Christ rose from the dead and so even if we go into a depression and you 

starve to death, you will wake up in paradise and at the end of this age your body too will 

be raised immortal to retire with God, the greatest treasure, forever and ever.  What’s the 

big deal? 

 You know those youthful dreams you had of seeing God move in powerful ways 

and his church grow and lives be changed and his kingdom advance?  Now you’re 

discouraged.  You don’t see things happening.  You wonder what good you’ve done.  

You need to be reminded that God’s people are not in danger of extinction!  Jesus came 
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and died and rose again, purchasing a people and inaugurating a kingdom that transcends 

and outlasts any earthly kingdom.  And he is currently sitting at the Father’s right hand 

reigning and his kingdom is spreading like yeast through dough.  He will come back 

again to consummate his kingdom.  Your service to it is not in vain. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 May you see God, the God, clearly today and know he is in charge and know he is 

with you.  One of the ways we are consistently pointed to God is through the Lord’s 

Table… 

 

Benediction 
May you be one in whom is the spirit of God like Joseph and may you point others to 

God like Joseph… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 2, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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