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Text 
Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. 

2
 This is the account of Jacob. 

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons 

of Zilpah, his father's wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them. 
3
 Now Israel loved 

Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made a 

richly ornamented robe for him. 
4
 When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, 

they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 
5
 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 

brothers, they hated him all the more. 
6
 He said to them, "Listen to this dream I had: 

7
 We were binding 

sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves 

gathered around mine and bowed down to it." 
8
 His brothers said to him, "Do you intend to reign over us? 

Will you actually rule us?" And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. 
9
 

Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. "Listen," he said, "I had another dream, and this 

time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me." 
10

 When he told his father as well as his 

brothers, his father rebuked him and said, "What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your 

brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?" 
11

 His brothers were jealous of him, but 

his father kept the matter in mind. 
12

 Now his brothers had gone to graze their father's flocks near Shechem, 
13

 and Israel said to Joseph, "As you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, I am 

going to send you to them." "Very well," he replied. 
14

 So he said to him, "Go and see if all is well with your 

brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back to me." Then he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron. 

When Joseph arrived at Shechem, 
15

 a man found him wandering around in the fields and asked him, "What 

are you looking for?" 
16

 He replied, "I'm looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are grazing 

their flocks?" 
17

 "They have moved on from here," the man answered. "I heard them say, 'Let's go to 

Dothan.'" So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. 
18

 But they saw him in the 

distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him. 
19

 "Here comes that dreamer!" they said to 

each other. 
20

 "Come now, let's kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious 

animal devoured him. Then we'll see what comes of his dreams." 
21

 When Reuben heard this, he tried to 

rescue him from their hands. "Let's not take his life," he said. 
22

 "Don't shed any blood. Throw him into this 

cistern here in the desert, but don't lay a hand on him." Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take 

him back to his father. 
23

 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe-- the richly 

ornamented robe he was wearing-- 
24

 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. Now the cistern 

was empty; there was no water in it. 
25

 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a 

caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and 

they were on their way to take them down to Egypt. 
26

 Judah said to his brothers, "What will we gain if we 

kill our brother and cover up his blood? 
27

 Come, let's sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on 

him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood." His brothers agreed. 
28

 So when the Midianite 

merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of 

silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 
29

 When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that 

Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. 
30

 He went back to his brothers and said, "The boy isn't there! 
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Where can I turn now?" 
31

 Then they got Joseph's robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the 

blood. 
32

 They took the ornamented robe back to their father and said, "We found this. Examine it to see 

whether it is your son's robe." 
33

 He recognized it and said, "It is my son's robe! Some ferocious animal has 

devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces." 
34

 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and 

mourned for his son many days. 
35

 All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be 

comforted. "No," he said, "in mourning will I go down to the grave to my son." So his father wept for him. 
36

 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh's officials, the captain of 

the guard. 

 

Introduction 
 How well do you do with not being the center of the universe? 

 Let me ask another question, a little less dramatic.  Have you ever been resentful 

that a friend or an acquaintance seemed to get all the breaks in life or all the recognition?  

I feel often-times like I find myself in those situations.  At several points in life I’ve been 

a part of a group of friends where there’s one guy who kind of rises to the top and it’s not 

me.  In high school, my best friend was Josh.  When Josh and I got together just the two 

of us we were equals.  When Josh and I got together with girls it was like he was a giant 

and I was practically invisible.  Pheromones was my guess.  Josh was the guy who was 

making out with girls at the end of the week at summer camp.  I was always the one who 

exchanged addresses to write postcards and never heard from them again.  Why did he 

get all the attention?  What was I?  Chopped liver? 

 I’ve gotten over it.  I have… 

 But I’ve seen this emotion surface on other occasions in other arenas of life.  I 

guess what I’m talking about is this vice that lives in all of us called envy.  Today’s story 

kicks off a new story in Genesis that takes us all the way to the end of the book.  And 

today’s segment is all about the way envy can consume us.  In short, what I wish to 

communicate to you today is just this: envy is ugly; Jesus is beautiful. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

There’s More 

 Since God’s specific plan of redemption kicked off in chapter 12 we’ve spent 

considerable time looking at Abraham – his faith and his failures.  Faith is the overriding 

theme with Abraham. 

We spent a shorter amount of time looking at Isaac – kind of like the middle 

child, he doesn’t get quite as much attention as the patriarchs above and below him.  But 

there we saw the plan progressing. 

Then we looked pretty closely at this character named Jacob and he was definitely 

a character.  The main thing that stands out with Jacob is that he is a weasel and yet 

somehow God sets his affection on him and sticks with him.  Grace is the overriding 

theme with Jacob. 

 And by God’s grace Jacob makes it.  And we think, “Here’s the end of the story.  

All ends well: verse 1, ch. 37 – ‘Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the 

land of Canaan,” the land promised to his grandfather Abraham.  He has become a people 

in the place of promise.  God has protected him, prospered him.  End of story, right?” 

Not quite, there is much more to happen.  So much more.  So we keep going.  

Verse 2 gives us another toledot (“this is the account of”) and we’re introduced to Joseph.  

He’s been ever so briefly mentioned twice before in Genesis.  Now he takes up, for the 
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most part, the last 13 chapters of the book, which (by the way) is a cliff-hanger.  Even the 

book of Genesis doesn’t wrap up all nice and neat.  Genesis is really just serving to set up 

the rest of the story of the Exodus and the rest of the Pentateuch, which (by the way) is a 

cliff-hanger itself… but I digress… 

 

Joseph’s First and Last Flaw 

The tone, the style, the themes all change in these last 13 chapters of Genesis.  If 

faith was what characterized the Abraham account and grace was the controlling motif of 

Jacob’s life, providence is the overarching theme of Joseph’s.  We’ll have chances to talk 

about this a lot over the next weeks and months.  It’s a story of God’s invisible hand (he’s 

not explicitly mentioned that much in this section) guiding the circumstances of 

individual lives and human history to advance his plan.  That’s what providence means. 

And on top of teaching theology, the Joseph story is an exquisite story with all the 

great marks of a gripping plot.  Many of you may be familiar with Andrew Lloyd 

Weber’s musical based on this story – Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.  

Maybe less familiar to you, but “Thomas Mann, the celebrated German novelist and 

Nobel laureate, expanded the story line into an immense three-volume work: Joseph and 

His Brothers, Young Joseph, and Joseph in Egypt, which when published in 1930 some 

called ‘perhaps the greatest creative work of the 20
th

 century.’  Agnes E. Meyer, writing 

in The New York Times Book Review, said, ‘…purely as narrative and background there is 

a magnificent story here which exceeds in drama, opulence, and movement anything that 

Hollywood has ever dreamed.’”
1
 

In this great story, Joseph is clearly the hero.  If you just sit down and read the 

whole story through in one sitting you will be left with the feeling that Joseph is near 

perfect.  It’s quite a change from looking at Jacob.  Most of this account of Joseph is 

glowing, but just in case we lose the recognition that has been all so obvious throughout 

Genesis that humans are fallen, the story of Joseph begins with the 17 year old lad 

bringing a “bad report” (v. 2).  What does that mean? 

Well, Joseph’s assigned to the shepherding crew that included Dan, Naphtali, 

Gad, and Asher – the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah (Rachel and Leah’s maidservants).  And 

one day he comes back to their father with “a bad report about them” (v. 2).  The word 

for report here “is always used elsewhere in a negative sense of an untrue report, and here 

it is qualified by the adjective ‘evil’ (cf. Num 13:32; 14:36-37).  So it seems likely that 

Joseph misrepresented his brothers to his father, his father believed him and his brothers 

hated him for his lies.”
2
  If you pause and think about it a bit, Joseph is kind of a tattle-

tale, a spoiled brat, an annoying punk who will make things up or twist things to get his 

brothers in trouble. 

 So nobody’s perfect.  We’re all in need of grace.  Moses, the author, wants us to 

be clear on that from the get-go.  But from here on out he clearly paints Joseph in a 

largely positive light because Joseph provides the best analogy to Christ we see in 

Genesis.  We’ll get to that soon enough (how’d you know I was going there??)... 

 

Jacob’s and Jehovah’s Favoritism of Joseph 

 Verse 3 tells us that this whole cycle of favoritism we’ve been noticing continues.  

“Now Israel [Jacob’s new name] loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because 

he had been born to him in his old age.”  It’s a generational sin.  Isaac (Jacob’s dad) 
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favored his firstborn – Esau.  Jacob, even though he experienced the pain of that 

situation, doesn’t end the cycle.  He just plays favorites with his youngest (now 2
nd

 

youngest), the son of his favored wife (Rachel).  I think the Bible wants us to see that this 

is a big problem.  I didn’t used to think it would be that hard to avoid until I had a second 

kid.  It takes a lot of work to learn each one’s unique make-up and find ways to tailor 

affection to them.  I’m sure it’s only going to get harder, but I can already see how easy it 

would be to love one more than the other.  I feel like my parents did a pretty good job, 

but I’m sure many of you here today don’t and can testify to how much damage it can do. 

 Jacob favored Joseph and it says here that “he made a richly ornamented robe for 

him” (v. 3).  It’s a bit of a translational conundrum.  It may not actually mean ‘techni-

colored’.  It may be referring to the robe’s length.  But either way it shows special 

affection that Jacob gave Joseph and not his other sons.  And it may even indicate a 

status; as one person put it, “Joseph is management, not labor.”
3
  It seems like his father 

has made him something of a supervisor who has a clipboard and goes around and checks 

on his brothers’ performance and doesn’t have to get his clothes dirty.  Clearly his dad 

had set him apart from all the other boys. 

 And now we see that God has set Joseph apart as well.  Joseph has a dream, 

which as we’re going to see in the rest of this story is a means of God communicating 

something of the future, something of his plan to people.  Actually, Joseph has two 

dreams, which as we’re going to see later in the story is a signal that “the matter has been 

firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon” (41:32). 

 The first dream has Joseph and his brothers binding sheaves of grain out in the 

field when all of a sudden (remember: this is a dream) Joseph’s sheaf rose and stood 

upright while his brothers’ sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to it.  The 

interpretation is not overly complicated – Joseph will be elevated above all his older 

brothers and they will bow down to him. 

 The second dream was similar.  This time it was the heavenly bodies.  The sun 

and the moon and eleven stars (Joseph had eleven brothers) all bowed down to Joseph!  

Again, it doesn’t take much to figure out what this is all about.  In a sense, Joseph will be 

the center of the universe! 

“When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him… [this is 

a bit too much, son!] ‘What is this dream you had?  Will your mother and I [remember: 

his mother (Rachel) has died; it’s probably “the only convenient designation of Leah”
4
 or 

perhaps it’s referring to Bilhah (Rachel’s maidservant) …will your mother and I] and 

your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?’  [And here it is:]  

His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind” (vv. 10-11).  It’s 

kind of like when Mary, the mother of Jesus, heard all these amazing and grand things 

being said about the baby laying in a manger in front of her and it says, “But Mary 

treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart” (Lk. 2:19). 

 

Joseph’s Brothers’ Jealousy 

 But let’s look more closely at how the brothers responded to all this.  I mentioned 

that they were filled with jealousy.  Earlier, three times it says that they “they hated him.”  

Once after they “saw that their father loved him more than any of them” it says “they 

hated him and could not speak a kind word to him” (v. 4).  Then after Joseph told them 

the first dream it says “they hated him all the more” (v. 5).  And they said, “‘Do you 
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intend to reign over us?  Will you actually rule us?’  And they hated him all the more 

because of his dream and what he had said” (v. 8).  The thought of their little brother 

being above them…  It disgusted them and the envy seethed and festered within them.  It 

was ugly. 

And it gets uglier.  One day, the older boys are out grazing the flocks and Joseph 

is at home with his dad and his younger brother sipping some lemonade.  Jacob sends his 

young protégé out on a quality control mission to check up on his brothers.  “Go and see 

if all is well with your brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back to me” (v. 14).  

So he left Hebron (the headquarters of the patriarchs) and went with his clipboard, fancy 

coat, and keys to the new donkey to Shechem – the first ominous sign in the story.  

Remember: Shechem is the place where the whole genocide thing had happened back in 

ch. 34.  Shechem was a five-day journey away. 

Joseph gets there and can’t find them anywhere.  Then this man finds him 

wandering in a field and asks him what he’s looking for.  Joseph tells him and the man 

directs him to Dothan.  In a story about providence, this is an interesting detail.  What if 

Joseph hadn’t run into him??  Anyway, he did and so he goes on further to Dothan and 

we read, “but [his brothers] saw him in the distance [with that obnoxious coat], and 

before he reached them, they plotted to kill him” (v. 18).  This is where hatred and envy 

leads – a desire to not only have what the other person has, but to make sure he or she 

can’t have it; to destroy other people; ultimately… murder.
5
 

“‘Here comes that dreamer!’ they said to each other.  ‘Come now, let’s kill him 

and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him.  

Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams’” (vv. 19-20).  They knew how to kill a man 

(remember: Shechem).  It’s premeditated fratricide.  It’s the same word used to describe 

what Cain did to his brother Abel back in ch. 4 of Genesis.  It’s ugly. 

 But Reuben spoke up.  Who’s Reuben?  Well he’s the oldest, the firstborn.  He’s 

the one who should have the privileged position.  Remember back in ch. 35 he slept with 

Bilhah – Rachel’s maidservant and his dad’s concubine.  It was a power play, an attempt 

to usurp his dad’s authority and reverse the way things were headed with Jacob’s 

favoritism of Rachel’s children.  Evidently it didn’t work, because he was still working 

for his dad.  But he’s desperately trying to get his dad’s favor and become himself the 

center of the universe.  He wants to be first. 

So he changes his strategy and says, “Let’s not take his life…  Don’t shed any 

blood.  Throw him into this cistern here in the desert, but don’t lay a hand on him” (v. 

22).  Presumably the logic was that then they would be innocent of his blood but still be 

able to get rid of him.  But the text tells us that “Reuben said this to rescue him from 

them and take him back to his father” (v. 22).  Altruistic motives?  I don’t think so.  He 

wants to be the hero.  He wants to gain favor and status with his father. 

The rest agree to the plan.  Joseph arrives.  They mob him.  Give him a good 

brotherly beating.  Strip his coat.  And toss him coldly into a dry cistern to die.  And then 

they sit down to eat their lunch.  They worked up an appetite!  Pretty coldhearted, right?  

Later on in the story in 42:21 the brothers confess that “he begged us and we did not 

listen.”  They sat there and ate their sandwiches while their brother moaned from the 

bottom of the pit and pleaded for help.  Pretty ugly, huh? 

While they’re eating, Judah (another competitor for preeminence, as we’ll see 

later on) gets an even better idea.  Instead of just leaving Joseph to die, they could make 
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some money on it!  They spotted some Ishmaelite/Midianite traders caravaning through 

the land down to Egypt to buy and sell goods.  “After all, he is our brother, our own flesh 

and blood” (v. 27).  So they sold him as a slave for twenty shekels of silver, two per 

person after they divvy it up.  It’s a pretty good deal. 

Evidently, Reuben had gone back out to tend to the animals, smug about his plan 

to sneak back and save the day and rescue the beloved boy for his father.  When he came 

back and realized that Joseph was gone he said, “Where can I turn now?” (v. 30). 

“Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood.  

They took the ornamented robe back to their father and said, ‘We found this.  Examine it 

to see whether it is your son’s robe.’  He recognized it and said, ‘It is my son’s robe!  

Some ferocious animal has devoured him.  Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.’  Then 

Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days.  All his sons 

and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted” (vv. 31-35). 

“There is bitter irony here as Jacob’s sons used their brother’s clothing and the 

blood of a slain goat to deceive Jacob, just as Jacob had long ago deceived his own father 

Isaac with his brother’s clothing and the skin of a slain goat (cf. 27:9-17).  Jacob’s deceit 

had come full circle.”
6
 

We’ve been seeing the mess that sin makes of the world all throughout this book.  

Today’s passage just looks at it from a different angle.  It’s the manifestation of sin in the 

form of envy.  You’ve maybe heard that envy is one of the ‘seven deadly sins’.  Or 

maybe you’ve read about it in vice lists found in places like Mark 7:21-22 where Jesus 

says, “From within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, 

murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.”  Or 

Galatians 5:19-21 where Paul says, “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 

immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, 

fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions, and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the 

like.” 

You’ve probably heard that envy is a sin.  But this story of Joseph and his 

brothers brings it alive.  It makes it real.  Envy is the emotion produced when the desire 

to be the center of attention is mixed with the reality that someone else is.  You’re not 

getting the recognition you feel like you deserve.  Other people are being promoted ahead 

of you.  Someone takes an interest in someone else and you want that for yourself.  “Why 

should she get that position at work…?  I should get it.”  “What a second, I’ve been 

telling you the same thing for ever and now someone else says it and you think it’s a 

great and novel idea?  It’s my idea!”  This happens among siblings.  This happens among 

church leaders (“his thing is bigger than mine”).  This happens among roommates.  This 

happens among everyone.  Do you agree that it’s in you? 

Here’s a question you can ask yourself, “Do I see other people as a threat or do I 

have a heart that wants to see others succeed… even if I’m not seen as ‘sucessful’?”  Or 

how about this, “Do I ever find myself sizing-myself up against other people?”  We want 

the attention, we want the recognition, we want the status, we want to be the center of the 

universe.  Envy is ugly. 

This is how it looks interpersonally, but really you could say that the fall was a 

result of ‘God-envy’.  We wanted to be the center of the universe, instead of God.  That 

was the crux of the serpent’s temptation, right?  “You will be like God” (Gen. 3:5).  And 

since the fall, we can’t stand the thought of God being the one who gets all the worship, 
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all the credit, all the fame, all the attention.  We want it for ourselves and it gets pretty 

ugly. 

 

Joseph a Type of Jesus 

What I find interesting is that in a narrative whose overarching theme is 

providence, that we can step back and see that God in his providence has orchestrated 

history in such a way that the life of Joseph pictures and points forward to the life of 

Jesus some 2,000 years later? 

Let’s think about it.  Jesus actually is the center of the universe!  The sun, moon, 

and stars bow down to him because he made them!  The centrality, the preeminence of 

Jesus is perhaps nowhere better stated than in Hebrews 1.  Let me just read you a portion 

of what it says there: 

 

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 

times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 

Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the 

universe.  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.  

After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty in heaven.  So he became as much superior to the angels as 

the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.  For to which of the angels 

did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father?”  

Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son?”  And again, when 

God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels 

worship him.”  In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels 

winds, his servants flames of fire.”  But about the Son he says, “Your 

throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the 

scepter of your kingdom.  You have loved righteousness and hated 

wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions 

by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 

 

It’s all about how utterly supreme Jesus is.  He is beautiful! 

 Just like Joseph, Jesus was his Father’s beloved Son, unique, exalted, favored.  

And people couldn’t handle that fact.  They hated him.  In fact, the more good that Jesus 

did, the harder the religious leaders tried to kill him.  Just like Joseph’s brothers, we read 

that the Pharisees “plotted how they might kill Jesus” (Mt. 12:14).  In Mark 15:10 it says 

that Pilate knew “it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him.”  

Joseph was sold by Judah for 20 pieces of silver; Jesus was sold by Judas for 30 pieces. 

 Just like Joseph, Jesus was ganged up on, beaten, stripped of his robe and Jesus 

was actually left to die.  People gambled to see who could get his clothes while he hung 

in agony on the cross, moaning in pain and crying out in a loud voice, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?” (cf. Mt. 27:46). 

 Just as Joseph was an innocent sufferer who (as we’ll see throughout the story) 

didn’t give into the mentality of victimhood, so Jesus was the truly innocent sufferer who 

willingly laid down his life (cf. Jn. 10:18) and “was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and 

as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth” (Acts 8:32). 
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And the pain of the Father!  In Jacob we see a picture of a dad losing a son.  The 

trauma is gut-wrenching.  Any parents who have even had a moment when they thought 

they were losing a child, knows the horror.  And at the cross the eternal Father and the 

eternal Son’s eternal fellowship was broken as the perfect Son became sin and the Father 

turned his face away. 

But just as Genesis 37 ends with the hint of the impending exaltation of Joseph to 

Potiphar’s house and eventually the right hand of Pharaoh in Egypt, so the story of Jesus 

ends with that twist – the suffering servant is exalted to the right hand of the Father.  “He 

humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross!  Therefore God 

exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Ph. 

2:8-11). 

Jesus is the ultimate Joseph.  He is the true center of the universe.  He is beautiful!  

And it was our envy that drove him to the cross, our hatred of God.  And yet in that 

suffering though we intended it for evil, God meant it for good, for the salvation of many 

people (cf. Gen. 50:20).  In the depths of suffering and evil, Christ was displaying the 

heights of his love and mercy – dying to pay the price for envious, self-centered, hate-

filled, murderous people like us, so that we could be able to worship him as the center of 

the universe and find our true satisfaction and fulfillment. 

 

Conclusion 
 Repent of your jealousy today.  Realize that there is ugliness in your soul that is 

threatened by the success of others because you want what they’ve got.  Confess that at 

the core you have refused to worship God and instead tried to install yourself at the center 

of the universe.  Look to the cross and see the beautiful display of Christ’s glory there 

 And, funny how this works, but seeing Jesus as supremely beautiful is the 

antidote to jealousy.  Once you recognize the ugliness of your envious heart and you see 

the beauty of the cross you sing, “Amazing love!  How can it be?  That Thou my God 

shouldst die for me!”  By bowing down and worshipping Jesus it puts everything in its 

place and your desire is for his glory and the good of others.  Your heart is less inclined 

to the ugliness of envy. 

As we learn to say with John the Baptist of Jesus – “He must increase… I must 

decrease” (Jn. 3:30, ESV), so then we can begin to have that attitude toward others, an 

attitude of love.  And 1 Cor. 13 says that “Love… does not envy….  It is not self-

seeking” (1Cor. 13:4-5).  With God at the center and ourselves satisfied in him, our hearts 

are humble.  We can “rejoice with those who rejoice [and] mourn with those who mourn” 

(Rom. 12:15). 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 If you haven’t seen the ugliness of your heart and the beauty of Jesus in taking 

that ugliness on himself on the cross and therefore seen him as the center of the universe, 

I just as that you keep this matter in mind, ponder these things in your heart.  We’re glad 

you’re hear and would love to talk with you more… 

For those of us who have seen the ugliness in our hearts and beheld the beauty of 

Jesus we can say along with the words in Titus 3:3-5: 



9 

 

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all 

kinds of passions and pleasures.  We lived in malice and envy, being hated 

and hating one another.  But when the kindness and love of God our 

Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy. 

 

This meal celebrates that mercy… 

 

Benediction 
May the beauty of the cross draw you to worship Jesus as the center of the universe and 

free you from envy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, October 5, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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