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Text 
This is the account of Esau (that is, Edom). 

2
 Esau took his wives from the women of Canaan: Adah 

daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Oholibamah daughter of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon the Hivite-- 
3
 

also Basemath daughter of Ishmael and sister of Nebaioth. 
4
 Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, Basemath bore 

Reuel, 
5
 and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam and Korah. These were the sons of Esau, who were born to 

him in Canaan. 
6
 Esau took his wives and sons and daughters and all the members of his household, as well 

as his livestock and all his other animals and all the goods he had acquired in Canaan, and moved to a 

land some distance from his brother Jacob. 
7
 Their possessions were too great for them to remain together; 

the land where they were staying could not support them both because of their livestock. 
8
 So Esau (that is, 

Edom) settled in the hill country of Seir. 
9
 This is the account of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill 

country of Seir. 
10

 These are the names of Esau's sons: Eliphaz, the son of Esau's wife Adah, and Reuel, the 

son of Esau's wife Basemath. 
11

 The sons of Eliphaz: Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam and Kenaz. 
12

 Esau's son 

Eliphaz also had a concubine named Timna, who bore him Amalek. These were grandsons of Esau's wife 

Adah. 
13

 The sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. These were grandsons of Esau's wife 

Basemath. 
14

 The sons of Esau's wife Oholibamah daughter of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon, whom 

she bore to Esau: Jeush, Jalam and Korah. 
15

 These were the chiefs among Esau's descendants: The sons of 

Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau: Chiefs Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, 
16

 Korah, Gatam and Amalek. These 

were the chiefs descended from Eliphaz in Edom; they were grandsons of Adah. 
17

 The sons of Esau's son 

Reuel: Chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. These were the chiefs descended from Reuel in Edom; 

they were grandsons of Esau's wife Basemath. 
18

 The sons of Esau's wife Oholibamah: Chiefs Jeush, Jalam 

and Korah. These were the chiefs descended from Esau's wife Oholibamah daughter of Anah. 
19

 These were 

the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and these were their chiefs. 
20

 These were the sons of Seir the Horite, who 

were living in the region: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 
21

 Dishon, Ezer and Dishan. These sons of Seir in 

Edom were Horite chiefs. 
22

 The sons of Lotan: Hori and Homam. Timna was Lotan's sister. 
23

 The sons of 

Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho and Onam. 
24

 The sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah. This is the Anah 

who discovered the hot springs in the desert while he was grazing the donkeys of his father Zibeon. 
25

 The 

children of Anah: Dishon and Oholibamah daughter of Anah. 
26

 The sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, 

Ithran and Keran. 
27

 The sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan and Akan. 
28

 The sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. 
29

 

These were the Horite chiefs: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 
30

 Dishon, Ezer and Dishan. These were the 

Horite chiefs, according to their divisions, in the land of Seir. 
31

 These were the kings who reigned in Edom 

before any Israelite king reigned: 
32

 Bela son of Beor became king of Edom. His city was named Dinhabah. 
33

 When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah from Bozrah succeeded him as king. 
34

 When Jobab died, Husham 

from the land of the Temanites succeeded him as king. 
35

 When Husham died, Hadad son of Bedad, who 

defeated Midian in the country of Moab, succeeded him as king. His city was named Avith. 
36

 When Hadad 

died, Samlah from Masrekah succeeded him as king. 
37

 When Samlah died, Shaul from Rehoboth on the 

river succeeded him as king. 
38

 When Shaul died, Baal-Hanan son of Acbor succeeded him as king. 
39

 When 

Baal-Hanan son of Acbor died, Hadad succeeded him as king. His city was named Pau, and his wife's 

name was Mehetabel daughter of Matred, the daughter of Me-Zahab. 
40

 These were the chiefs descended 
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from Esau, by name, according to their clans and regions: Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 
41

 Oholibamah, Elah, 

Pinon, 
42

 Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 
43

 Magdiel and Iram. These were the chiefs of Edom, according to their 

settlements in the land they occupied. This was Esau the father of the Edomites. 

 

Introduction 
 Reading that is about like reading an ingredients list on a bag of Doritos.  Good 

job, Derick… 

Well, what we’re going to see today as we look at this list of hard to pronounce 

names is just this: The church has enemies… that she’s supposed to love. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Esau = Edom = Enemy of God’s People 
 There is a ton of names in this chapter and it’s hard to keep it all straight, but as 

you heard it read and as you followed along is there one detail that just pops out at you?  

Is there a refrain that gets repeated so much that you just might begin to wonder, “Hey, 

am I supposed to notice that?”  Do you think we’re supposed to make note of the fact that 

Esau = Edom?!?  At least 5x the connection is made explicit in this chapter. 

This chapter plays nicely into the overall structure of the book of Genesis – the 

death of Abraham is related in 25:7-11, followed by a toledot (‘this is the account 

of’/‘these are the generations of’) introducing a list of the descendants of Ishmael, the 

firstborn of Abraham yet not the child of promise (25:12), which is then followed 

immediately up by another toledot introducing the story of Isaac (25:19)… which is 

really the story of Isaac’s son Jacob. 

 Last week at the end of ch. 35 the death of Isaac was related to us (35:27-29), 

followed by this toledot in v. 1 introducing a list of descendants of Esau, the firstborn of 

Isaac yet not the child of promise, which is then as we’ll see next week followed 

immediately up by another toledot introducing the story of Jacob (37:2)… which is really 

the story of Jacob’s son Joseph. 

 There are also some interesting aspects to the structure and arrangement of this 

genealogy that we could spend significant time going into.  For example, the brief 

genealogy of vv. 1-8 that focuses on Esau’s choice of Canaanite wives, is expanded in vv. 

9-43 with five distinct segments all highlighting a different aspect of Esau’s legacy and 

progeny.  It’s also interesting that 12 tribes are represented in vv. 9-14 as coming from 

Esau, similar to the twelve tribes coming from Jacob and Ishmael before. 

 But you can look at it and pick it apart a dozen different ways and really just say, 

“Oh, that’s (mildly) interesting.”  But when we’re reminded as often as we are that Esau 

was the father of the Edomites, we have our first clue as to what the main point is. 

 Remember who Esau is and what he represents.  He’s the twin brother of Jacob, 

the firstborn, but not the one who carries on the covenant, the promise of God.  Before 

either of them were born, God said, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples 

from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the 

older will serve the younger” (25:23).  Jacob and his descendants represent the people of 

God.  Esau and his descendants do not; they’re not part of God’s people. 

 This is made more explicit in the repetitious refrain that Esau is Edom.  Who are 

the Edomites in the rest of the Pentateuch and the rest of the Bible?  First of all, Moses’ 

readers would have known the Edomites as the people who refused passage to the 
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Israelites as they were coming out of slavery in Egypt to return to their Promised Land.  

They not only refused passage, they came out against them with a powerful army (cf. Nu. 

20:14-21).  This chapter would have been a stark reminder to the original readers that the 

people of God have enemies. 

Later on in biblical history when Israel got its first king – Saul – we read that 

Edom was an enemy of his kingdom and he had to fight against them (cf. 1Sam. 14:47).  

There are several other invectives in the OT against Edom (i.e. Amos 1:11; Mal. 1:2-5; 

Jer. 49:17-18; Ps. 137:7-9), the worst probably being the whole book of Obadiah – 21 

verses all about God’s judgment on Edom and describing the way they kept the exile 

Israelites from escaping and returning to the Promised Land and turned them over to their 

Babylonian captors. 

And you may not know this, but Herod the Great – the ruler who ordered all the 

male children two years old and younger in Bethlehem and its vicinity to be exterminated 

in his attempt to kill the baby Jesus – he was an Edomite, descended from Esau.  It’s a 

vivid picture of the fact that there are the people of God and there are those who are not 

and they are enemies of the people of God. 

Jesus – the Seed of Abraham, the true King that came from him, the true Israel – 

exhibits this most clearly.  He was violently opposed not just by the Edomite king Herod, 

but also by the rest of the world, including the Jews.  He was despised, scorned, given the 

death sentence.  He had enemies. 

And the people Jesus called to himself, the new people of God, the church which 

stands in continuity with the people of God in the OT, had enemies too.  Listen to what 

Jesus said to his followers in John 15:18-19 – “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it 

hated me first.  If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own.  As it is, you 

do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.  That is why the 

world hates you.”  In John 17:14 Jesus prayed to God for his followers – “I have given 

them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more 

than I am of the world.”  First century Christians were told in 1 John 3:13 – “Do not be 

surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you.”  It’s pretty clear: the church has 

enemies. 

 Why?  Because it is not like the rest of the world.  There’s something different 

about Christians.  They’re a peculiar people.  No matter what culture, the church should 

be drawing opposition from those around it.  If it’s in Saudi Arabia the church may not 

get people upset by their sexual ethics so much, but the notion that people should be 

forgiven 70 times 7 times will be outrageous.  Whereas in downtown Chicago the idea of 

grace and forgiveness is quite accepted, but our sexual ethics will draw fierce scorn.  

Anywhere you are, the concepts of sin and the uniqueness of Jesus Christ in being the 

only means of having sins forgiven and gaining access to God’s eternal favor will get you 

in trouble. 

 It’s a legitimate question to ask: If the world likes us too much, what are we doing 

wrong?  “In fact,” the Apostle Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:12, “everyone who wants to live 

a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  Are we who claim to be living in Christ 

Jesus experiencing any opposition from the world as the people of God?  If not, why?  

Perhaps it could be because of what I’m about to say. 

The other way that the world is the church’s enemy is subtle.  It may not always 

be outwardly/overtly attacking, but it is constantly pulling us, tugging on us, attempting 
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to lure us away from God.  The Bible talks about the world in many ways, but one such 

way it refers to it is as a collective force, an alternative system that is opposed to the ways 

of God and entices and tempts everyone to join its march to destruction.  It’s this sense of 

the word ‘world’ that I use when I often say that the world sucks.  It’s dark and depraved 

and it’s constantly drawing you into its vortex. 

The world is part of that ultimate axis of evil, that great triumvirate that wages 

war against the Christian’s soul – the world, the flesh, and the devil.  Its primary tactic is 

appealing to the “desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions” 

(cf. 1Jn. 2:16, ESV) to flirt with you and lead you into a love affair that promises hot and 

steamy escapades, but leaves you empty and ruined in the end.  James 4:4 warns, “You 

adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God?  

Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” 

The world since the fall has been at odds with God, enemies of God.  God since 

the fall has been working to redeem a people for himself out of the world.  It should not 

be surprising that the unredeemed world is at odds with the people of God, blatantly 

persecuting and reviling them or worse yet subtly and unannounced seeking to make 

shipwreck of their faith and lure them away with other pleasures.  If the world doesn’t 

hate the church outright, then it has already succeeded in infiltrating the church – making 

it worldly and diluted – and in that sense it is an even greater enemy. 

All of this implies that there is to be a distinction between the church and the 

world.  The church is the called out people of God.  We are told not to “conform any 

longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [our minds]” 

(Rom. 12:2).  So we think and act differently from the prevailing worldly grid because 

now we have been allowed to see reality as it really is.  Therefore, there must be a 

distinction between the people of God/the church and the world. 

One major way this distinction is upheld is through marriage.  Christians simply 

can’t marry non-Christians.  It’s an absolute absurdity.  There are certain boundaries that 

are sacred and this is one of them.  Notice how attention is given here in Genesis 36 and 

also earlier in 26:34-35 and 28:9 to the choice of wives that Esau made.  “Esau took his 

wives from the women of Canaan” (v. 2).  The people of God were to remain distinct in 

this realm, not intermarrying with the pagan peoples of the land.  Esau had no qualms 

about who he married. 

That is just one example among many of how the church is to be distinct from the 

world.  Chapter 36 is a clear reminder to the people of God that there is a difference 

between them and those who are not part of them.  And that those who are not part of 

them are actually enemies to them.  Edom was not an innocuous neighbor to Israel, but a 

constant threat.  Likewise today the church has enemies. 

 

But God Cares About Them Too 

 Now that’s one aspect of ch. 36 that we can’t escape, but there’s another that we 

simply can’t miss.  As Walter Bruegemann puts it, “The most remarkable feature of this 

genealogy is that it is here at all.”
1
  Did you ever step back and think about that?  Why 

does God even make an effort to record and relate the story of the other guy, be it Esau or 

Ishmael before him?  The very fact that these details about Esau’s legacy are included in 

the story says something about God; namely, that he is interested in the other guy.  The 

inclusion of the story itself shows that God cares for Esau and the details of the story 
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demonstrate how God blesses him, and causes his line to contribute to the advancement 

of human society, and gives his progeny power and the joys of family.  Basically we see 

in these details that God was sovereignly looking over and graciously giving good gifts to 

the people who weren’t part of the people of God… the world.  God is concerned about 

the world! 

 Wives, sons, daughters, grandchildren, livestock, goods – the basic, human 

pleasures.  The people of the world enjoy these just as much as the people of God.  The 

Anah of v. 24 is credited for a major discovery or advancement either way we translate it.  

The NIV has “who discovered the hot springs in the desert while he was grazing the 

donkeys,” but there’s controversy and it could refer here to a guy who figured out how to 

breed horses and donkeys and make mules.  Either way, it represents culture making.  

The unique, non-dynastic king list starting in v. 31 is prefaced by a statement showing 

that Esau’s line beat Jacob’s line to becoming an organized nation with kings who 

reigned.  This is one of those examples of places in the Pentateuch that were completed 

by an editor after the time of Moses, this one coming presumably from the time of the 

Israelite monarchy. 

 Again, the very inclusion of the story shows that God isn’t just concerned with his 

people.  This is part of the very nature of the program that God initiated with Abraham – 

all peoples of the earth were to be eventually blessed through him (cf. 12:3).  The plan 

was particular, but it was universal in scope.  It’s interesting that we read in Deuteronomy 

23:7 that Moses told the Israelites – “Do not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother.” 

 These faint echoes crescendo and become clarion calls with Jesus.  He himself 

while he was being crucified prayed, “Father, forgive them” (Lk. 23:34).  And in the 

same sermon where Jesus told his followers – “Blessed are you when people insult you, 

persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me” (Mt. 5:11), he 

also said, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Mt. 5:44).  So the 

church has enemies… that she’s supposed to love. 

 Chapters like this remind us that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ultimately 

revealed in Jesus Christ is not some small, provincial deity.  He’s the God of the whole 

world, concerned with the whole world.  As prototypical as Esau is of the enemies of 

God’s people, he and his line are also prototypical of how normal and nice the world can 

be.  Esau was irreverent and impulsive, but he could also be very kind (remember how he 

embraced Jacob and reflected God’s face to him?!?).  It’s not like everyone not included 

in the people of God are despicable worthless people.  I know a lot of Christian kids who 

grew up sheltered and the first time they really make friends with non-Christians they 

were shocked that many of them are nice people without horns. 

Esau’s descendants had families and invented things.  By God’s common grace, 

even though a majority of society is comprised of non-Christians it still functions and 

produces art and creativity.  Hospitals with non-Christian doctors and nurses still heal and 

save lives.  Non-Christian entrepreneurs and philanthropists create and distribute wealth 

to those stuck in poverty.  Non-Christian inventors and engineers dream up and design 

technologies that improve quality of life.  We’ve been talking in Genesis about how 

much the world’s messed up, but it’s also important to note that because of God’s 

common grace, because of God’s love and concern for the whole world things aren’t as 

bad as they could be if God wasn’t merciful and compassionate toward all that he made. 
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When you go in to vote this November (which is what every Christian should do 

as a part of a democratic country) you don’t just vote for people who are or say they are 

Christians.  You vote for the people who can do the best job at governing and leading, at 

policymaking and promoting justice.  It’s quite likely that a non-believer could do these 

things better than a self-proclaimed born-again Christian. 

Genesis 36 is here to remind us that God is interested in the other guys.  He’s 

involved in and concerned about the world.  He gives them good gifts, even uses them to 

care for this world.  And the other guy, the enemies, the world… that’s the target of all 

God’s saving activities in history.  John 3:16-17 – “For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 

world through him.”  Throughout John Gospel, the world is portrayed as dark and 

opposed to God, but God sent his Son – the Light – into the world on a mission to redeem 

it, he did not abandon it.  He himself penetrated the sinister darkness. 

And the people Jesus called to himself were also called in on that world 

penetrating (not retreating) mission.  In John 17 Jesus prayed for his followers – “I have 

given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any 

more than I am of the world [there’s the enemy theme].  [But] my prayer is not that you 

take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  They are not of 

the world, even as I am not of it.  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  As you 

sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world” (Jn. 17:14-18).  The church has 

enemies… that she’s supposed to love.  Love doesn’t mean ‘sit back and think fondly 

of’.  It means ‘get involved with, actively serve, sacrifice for, engage’. 

Again, this promise that we keep seeing over and over again about Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob being blessed to one day be a blessing to all the peoples of the earth… 

how does that happen?  It finds fulfillment in Jesus and his words to his people just 

before he left this world – “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 

creation” (Mk. 16:15; cf. Mt. 28:19-20). 

There’s an interesting place in Acts 15 where James, one of the main leaders of 

the church in Jerusalem, speaks in defense of the gospel going forward to the Gentiles – 

the other guys, the people up until that point generally excluded from the people of God.  

He says, “God… showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself” 

(Acts 15:14).  Then he quotes in Acts 15:17 a passage from Amos 9:12 where he says 

that it says that in the latter days “the remnant of men [will] seek the Lord.”  That’s what 

the Greek translation said, but the Hebrew refers to the “remnant of Edom.”  All that to 

say, that the OT Edomites were seen as representative of all people, people who were not 

part of the people of God, but whom God’s ultimate plans included. 

 

Conclusion 
 The point is simple: The church has enemies… that she’s supposed to love.  

Today’s passage speaks of the origins of Israel’s enemies – the Edomites – but it also 

reveals something of God’s heart for the people that weren’t part of his people.  

Christians are to live “as aliens and strangers in the world” (1Pet. 2:11).  They aren’t fully 

at home here; they’re distinct; they’re often discriminated against.  Yet, they “live such 

good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse [them] of doing wrong, they may 

see [their] good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits” (1Pet. 2:12). 
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 The church is “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

belonging to God” (1Pet. 2:9a).  But it cannot retreat from the world in fear and apathy, 

because it is “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 

God that [she] may declare the praises of him who called [her] out of darkness into his 

wonderful light” (1Pet. 2:9).  And she cannot sit back in judgment and self-righteousness 

because “once [she was] not a people, but now [she is] the people of God; once [she] had 

not received mercy, but now [she has] received mercy” (1Pet. 2:10). 

 God, in his mercy, sought a people for himself, secured their salvation by his 

atoning death on the cross, and has sent them out into the world to continue his mission 

calling people that weren’t his people into his people.  Christians are different, but not 

indifferent.  They are set apart… to save.  They have enemies… that they’re supposed 

to love.  They belong to a different world – the world that is to come – yet they’re deeply 

involved in and concerned for this world. 

 Immanuel Baptist Church is a people most of whom I think it’s safe to say aren’t 

physical descendants of Abraham, but who have been given Abraham’s faith in a God 

who credits righteousness to those who don’t deserve it.  And so we’re grafted in to 

God’s people.  And that means we’re called to be different; to be growing in our 

sanctification by returning constantly to our justification; to be realistic about the dangers 

of worldliness; to think differently about things like money, sex, and power; to hold 

different values than the ordinary people who live in the UIC Area; to be a 

counterculture… but for the common good.
2
 

 We want to have a strong community, where real relationships form, where 

there’s a shared sense of identity around Christ, where there’s an esprit de corp and a 

strong cohesion, where we participate in ancient rituals that make no sense to the world 

around us, where we help each other resist the seduction of a fallen world.  That’s 

membership is about and small groups are for and things like Dinners for 8 and summer 

retreats and what Sundays are for.  We’re not of the world… 

But the bulk of our life as the people of God is to be lived out out in the world.  

The church’s job is to equip you with the gospel and then encourage you to go out into 

the world to love your neighbor.  We want to encourage you in your vocations/your 

callings/your jobs/your families, as the primary means by which you love your neighbor.  

We want to encourage you to rub shoulders with those who don’t know God, to feel their 

pain, to understand their struggles, to go into the darkest places, to serve on condo boards 

and park district advisory councils and on and on… and to expect to be both ridiculed and 

respected.  (www.UICArea.com) 

 So the church exists to remind people of the love of God expressed in the cross of 

Christ and then send you out to love your neighbor in word and deed, even those that 

aren’t like you or don’t like you.  And loving people necessarily entails telling them the 

gospel. 

 

The Lord’s Table 

That’s what we’ve gathered here to celebrate together today – what God has done 

in Jesus.  Romans 5:6 says – “You see, at just the right time, when we were still 

powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, 

though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Since we have 
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now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath 

through him!  For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through 

the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through 

his life!”  Jesus went to the cross on behalf of his enemies, and that designation has 

included all of us at some time. 

“Remember that at [one] time you were separate from Christ, excluded from 

citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and 

without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have 

been brought near through the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:12). 

If you haven’t been reconciled to God through Jesus Christ, I urge you to do so 

today.  If you have, I urge you to come and eat and enjoy table fellowship with the Lord 

and your brothers and sisters – the church – remembering that it’s all because of Christ’s 

sacrifice represented here in the bread and the wine... 

 

Benediction 
May the Lord sanctify you by the truth and send you out into the world with his love. (see 

John 17:17-18) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, September 28, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 

 

End notes: 

                                                 
1
 Walter Brueggemann, Genesis, Interpretation (Atlanta: John Knox, 1982), 285. 

2
 I get this phrase from Tim Keller. 


