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Text 
Now Dinah, the daughter Leah had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the women of the land. 

2 
When 

Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, the ruler of that area, saw her, he took her and violated her. 
3 
His heart 

was drawn to Dinah daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke tenderly to her. 
4 
And Shechem said 

to his father Hamor, "Get me this girl as my wife." 
5 
When Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had been 

defiled, his sons were in the fields with his livestock; so he kept quiet about it until they came home. 
6 
Then 

Shechem's father Hamor went out to talk with Jacob. 
7 
Now Jacob's sons had come in from the fields as 

soon as they heard what had happened. They were filled with grief and fury, because Shechem had done a 

disgraceful thing in Israel by lying with Jacob's daughter-- a thing that should not be done. 
8 
But Hamor 

said to them, "My son Shechem has his heart set on your daughter. Please give her to him as his wife. 
9 

Intermarry with us; give us your daughters and take our daughters for yourselves. 
10 

You can settle among 

us; the land is open to you. Live in it, trade in it, and acquire property in it." 
11 

Then Shechem said to 

Dinah's father and brothers, "Let me find favor in your eyes, and I will give you whatever you ask. 
12 

Make 

the price for the bride and the gift I am to bring as great as you like, and I'll pay whatever you ask me. 

Only give me the girl as my wife." 
13 

Because their sister Dinah had been defiled, Jacob's sons replied 

deceitfully as they spoke to Shechem and his father Hamor. 
14 

They said to them, "We can't do such a thing; 

we can't give our sister to a man who is not circumcised. That would be a disgrace to us. 
15 

We will give our 

consent to you on one condition only: that you become like us by circumcising all your males. 
16 

Then we 

will give you our daughters and take your daughters for ourselves. We'll settle among you and become one 

people with you. 
17 

But if you will not agree to be circumcised, we'll take our sister and go." 
18 

Their 

proposal seemed good to Hamor and his son Shechem. 
19 

The young man, who was the most honored of all 

his father's household, lost no time in doing what they said, because he was delighted with Jacob's 

daughter. 
20 

So Hamor and his son Shechem went to the gate of their city to speak to their fellow townsmen. 
21 

"These men are friendly toward us," they said. "Let them live in our land and trade in it; the land has 

plenty of room for them. We can marry their daughters and they can marry ours. 
22 

But the men will 

consent to live with us as one people only on the condition that our males be circumcised, as they 

themselves are. 
23 

Won't their livestock, their property and all their other animals become ours? So let us 

give our consent to them, and they will settle among us." 
24 

All the men who went out of the city gate agreed 

with Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male in the city was circumcised. 
25 

Three days later, while all 

of them were still in pain, two of Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, took their swords and 

attacked the unsuspecting city, killing every male. 
26 

They put Hamor and his son Shechem to the sword and 

took Dinah from Shechem's house and left. 
27 

The sons of Jacob came upon the dead bodies and looted the 

city where their sister had been defiled. 
28 

They seized their flocks and herds and donkeys and everything 

else of theirs in the city and out in the fields. 
29 

They carried off all their wealth and all their women and 

children, taking as plunder everything in the houses. 
30 

Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, "You have 

brought trouble on me by making me a stench to the Canaanites and Perizzites, the people living in this 

land. We are few in number, and if they join forces against me and attack me, I and my household will be 

destroyed." 
31 

But they replied, "Should he have treated our sister like a prostitute?" 
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Introduction 
 I had a bit of a breakdown as I was preparing to preach this passage.  It was the 

week I was waiting for Andrea to go into labor, so that uncertainty was hanging over my 

head.  Months of stress had been building up causing my stomach to hurt so bad I 

couldn’t stand up straight. 

My best friend, my best man in my wedding has been living a nightmare – went 

to Montana to plant a church, church plant floundered, his younger brother committed 

suicide by running his car over a bridge in a remote part of New Mexico.  He found the 

bloated, disfigured body.  He’s angry… claims he can no longer believe in God, in the 

Bible, in Jesus.  That’s weighing on me big time. 

My aunt and uncle, married 40 years, 6 grandkids… found out my aunt is moving 

to California to be with her high school sweetheart.  This can’t be! 

One of my mom’s best friends – long, convoluted story of domestic abuse, wild 

kids, conversion experience, adopted her grandson and raising him as her own, had 

custody of her granddaughter.  Her and her husband thought they found a good, Christian 

family that would adopt the girl, let them see her, blah, blah, blah.  Turns out once the 

paperwork went through, the family cut off all ties.  Guilt, devastation, disillusionment, 

heartbreak…  Their marriage is on the rocks, their health is failing, and their faith is in 

shambles – angry at God, consumed with bitterness and rage, and yet no-doubt victims of 

deception and injustice. 

These and other incidents with people and discouragement that I really can’t talk 

to many people about because… well it’s weird being a pastor, let me tell you.  They’re 

all grating on me.  I’m studying this passage.  This guy rings the doorbell.  It’s a long 

story but all my insecurities came crashing in around me as I saw them portrayed in 

someone else before my very eyes.  My heart went out to him and his situation.  I 

couldn’t handle it.  I came back up stairs and tried to recount the situation to Andrea and 

looked down to see a picture of my deceased grandma holding my daughter just before 

she died and I just burst into tears, violent sobs that grown men aren’t supposed to let out. 

Earlier that day I had seen an internet picture of a baby born with two heads.  I 

had read emails from people telling me they felt lost in life, lonely.  I couldn’t take it any 

more.  The world is messed up! 

And then I’ve got to go back to preparing this sermon.  I don’t know what to say 

about this text.  I’ve tried to read it from every angle, tried to find the little nugget that 

preaches, that makes people feel good, some bromide, some platitude.  But all I could see 

was rape, genocide, greed, slimy Jacob, kids breaking father’s hearts, father’s corrupting 

sons and not loving daughters.  There are no clear heroes.  It’s all quite ambiguous.  No 

shining examples of faith, no tidy conclusions.  The story is messed up! 

 When is the last time you’ve broken down and wept?  When is the last time 

you’ve had your head swirling because of the ambiguities of life; you’ve shouted in 

anger; sobbed from depression, cried from confusion?  If not, what planet are you living 

on?! 

 I got an email a couple weeks ago from Andy and in it he said this: “Man, it’s 

been such a terrible day.  There’s so much pain in this world.  It seems like everyone I 

know is really struggling financially, emotionally, etc.  Raechelle just got a text message 

from the person doing our wedding invitations because her (invitations lady) brother 
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was found dead after being missing for two weeks.  It’s been a struggle to see God’s 

goodness in all of this.”  Ever struggled to see God’s goodness? 

 The world is dark and overwhelming.  It’s messed up.  It was true in Shechem 

4,000 years ago and it’s true today. 

But the people of God are messed up too!  This story makes that painfully clear.  

And that’s what’s even more maddening for me!  This thing called church is not some 

refreshing oasis from a rotting world. 

And I can’t shake the constant reminders that I’m part of the problem as well, and 

so all I can do is hang my head in shame and disillusionment and listen to Johnny Cash. 

I don’t know if the rumors are true, but I can easily see how someone like Heath 

Ledger could get so immersed in the bleakness, the seeming randomness of evil, while 

playing the Joker that in real life he’d enter a dark cloud he couldn’t get out of. 

 The Bible understands this reality.  It relates it.  Its characters are not saccharine 

and simplistic.  Its story is not contrived and PG.  It doesn’t call us to be Pollyannas.  It 

doesn’t always present us with a quick-fix, one-size fits all, catchy solution.  It’s honest.  

It’s frustrating.  But the one thing it offers is the sometimes comforting, sometimes 

baffling assertion that’s just this: God’s plan is progressing. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Sordid Story 
 I hate stories where I loose my bearings.  I like things black and white.  I like my 

good guys good and bad guys bad.  I remember going to see a movie in college – Sphere 

– where I got so confused I didn’t know what end was up, what was true any more.  It 

messed with my mind.  I couldn’t handle it and took a few days to recover.  My friends 

still make fun of me for that.  I want things clear-cut. 

 This story in ch. 34 is really just a convoluted mess.  There’s no neat, tidy moral 

to take from it.  Some have tried to say that the unfortunate events of ch. 34 are a direct 

result of Jacob’s half-obedience of ch. 33, but that’s too clean and easy.  The universe 

doesn’t work that way (i.e. bad things are direct results of bad things, we can easily 

connect the dots, there’s a one-to-one correspondence).  It’s more complicated than that.  

The more I looked at this story the more I saw one, big, knotty, tangled mess.  No good 

guy emerged.  No silver lining.  It just kind of leaves you with that feeling of moral 

limbo. 

 We start off with Dinah.  We heard about her very briefly during the birth wars 

back in ch. 30.  There were probably other daughters born to Jacob (see v. 9), but just the 

sons are mentioned, because they were all that really mattered to Jacob, and to the society 

at that time.  Kind of stinks, huh? 

 Dinah gets mentioned because she is the central player in a story that Moses 

thought was important to relate in his account of the life of the father of the people of 

Israel. 

What is Dinah like?  We don’t have much to go on.  But we can suspect that she 

wasn’t a sweet, innocent little girl.  It says that she “went out to visit the women of the 

land” (v. 1).  What’s that mean?  Probably not that she was delivering cupcakes that she 

baked to shut-in widows.  One person I read said, “Girls of marriageable age were not 

permitted to leave the tents of their people to go about visiting without a chaperone.  In 
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fact, the Hebrew term ‘went out’ bears a sense of impropriety.”
1
  If it were today I would 

picture a teenage girl getting dressed up with tight clothes and make-up to sneak out in 

the middle of the night and go clubbing with her girlfriends.  This cannot mean good 

things. 

 Verse 2 says, “When Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, the ruler of that area, saw 

her, he took her and violated her.”  The word ‘violated’ doesn’t always have to imply 

violent force (i.e. rape).  Where was she at?  How did he see her?  Again she’s probably 

not with her girlfriends drinking milk and eating cookies and braiding each others’ hair 

and then all of a sudden a man comes out of nowhere and seizes Dinah and rapes her.  It’s 

probably safe to say she’s a bit rebellious, promiscuous, a flirt and in a shady place.  Not 

a paragon of virtue. 

None of this is to in any way vindicate Shechem.  Shechem is clearly a pervert 

abusing his power.  The phraseology – saw, took, violated – echoes the incident where 

the sons of God married the daughters of men back in ch. 6 which itself echoes Eve’s 

actions in the Fall in ch. 3 – she saw, she took, she ate… that cadence of sin.  His actions 

are clearly wicked.  What I have in mind is something a bit like Mr. Wickam and Lydia 

from Pride & Prejudice.  Lydia’s certainly not innocent, but Wickam is obviously 

reprehensible, taking advantage of the girl. 

Sleeping with Dinah was a strategic way for Shechem to force the issue of a 

marriage.  Now the mores of the land insisted that a girl be married to the man who 

deflowered her.  Shechem saw something he wanted and he got it.  His eyes were 

tantalized.  “His heart was drawn to Dinah… and he loved the girl and spoke tenderly to 

her” (v. 3).  Literally, he “spoke to her heart.”  A smooth operator.  And then he 

demanded of his father, “Get me this girl as my wife” (v. 4).  What a mess!  It gets worse. 

“When Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had been defiled [how he found out 

we don’t know because as we find out later (cf. vv. 17, 26) Dinah didn’t come home, she 

was still in Wickam’s, I mean Shechem’s custody], his sons were in the fields with his 

livestock; so he kept quiet about it until they came home” (v. 5).  Basically, Jacob doesn’t 

react!  Not like we’re going to see that he did when he heard news of his beloved 

Joseph’s apparent death in ch. 37.  There he immediately “tore his clothes, put on 

sackcloth and mourned” (37:34-35).  He seems a bit indifferent here.  What a messed up 

dad.  First of all, he has two wives and two concubines which makes for a pretty 

dysfunctional family from the start.  His favorite wife is clearly Rachel.  And we’ve seen 

and will see more later that he plays favorites with his kids.  Dinah’s not only a girl, but 

the daughter of his unloved wife – Leah.  What a mess?  I know some of you have 

experienced something similar – a father who doesn’t really love you.  A mixed family 

and step-dads and step-moms and the realization that it isn’t always like the Brady 

Bunch. 

Shechem, who was named after the city his family ruled, succeeded in getting his 

father – Hamor – to approach Jacob with a marriage proposal.  This move shows that 

Jacob was viewed as a leader of a substantial community that the city of Shechem would 

want to have an alliance with, not just a schmuck out in the country.  He’s somebody 

now.  And so this is really a business deal. 

Jacob’s sons somehow find out what has happened to their sister and they come in 

from the fields to overhear their dad and Hamor talking details of a contract.  They are 

understandably “filled with grief and fury” (v. 7).  It’s how Jacob, as her dad, should have 
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responded.  And Moses interjects into this moral morass with a morally clarifying 

exclamation – such “a thing… should not be done” (v. 7)!  There are standards, right and 

wrong, that should elicit moral outrage.  But it’s easy to stand outside and speak in with 

conviction and clarity.  The reality is: real life doesn’t operate by the rules. 

Notice that there’s no apology in the negotiations.  “My son Shechem has his 

heart set on your daughter.  Please give her to him as his wife.  [And here are the terms, 

conditions, and benefits:]  Intermarry with us: give us your daughters and take our 

daughters for yourselves.  You can settle among us; the land is open to you.  Live in it, 

trade in it, and acquire property in it” (v. 10).  It was a marriage of political and financial 

expediency.  “In sum, Hamor promised what God had promised Israel.  Very enticing,” 

writes Kent Hughes, “A shortcut to the promised land!”
2
  It was a temptation for Jacob to 

again rely on his own scheming and maneuvering to make things happen rather than on 

God.  There was a real danger of the promise made to Abraham and his descendants 

being hijacked and diluted. 

Shechem, we find out was right there with his dad.  Shechem was impulsive, as 

evidenced already by his “I want it, I take it” mentality.  But even here he didn’t have to 

add the “you name the price” clause.  Nonetheless he impetuously interjects, “Let me find 

favor in your eyes, and I will give you whatever you ask.  Make the price for the bride 

and the gift I am to bring as you like, and I’ll pay whatever you ask me” (vv. 11-12).  

There was a commonly agreed upon bride price in those days.  He didn’t have to do this 

and I bet later he wished he hadn’t. 

Dinah’s brothers, Jacob’s sons, were also there with their dad.  We read that 

“because their sister… had been defiled, Jacob’s sons replied deceitfully [same word 

used to describe Jacob’s actions earlier in life in 27:35] as they spoke to Shechem and his 

father Hamor” (v. 13).  Basically, the plan they devise is to make the bride price the 

foreskins of every male in the city and then when they were all laying in bed in pain to go 

and attack the city and get revenge. 

God had commanded Abraham back in ch. 17 to have his whole family 

circumcised and to observe this rite as a sign of the covenant for generations to come.  It 

was to signify that you belonged to the covenant community, that the Lord was your God, 

that you were part of this unfolding program to redeem the world.  Circumcision wasn’t 

something new with Abraham.  Some other cultures did it as a rite of puberty or even as a 

pre-nuptial preparation, but certainly not all.  The Shechemites weren’t circumcised so it 

made sense to them to ask such a thing if such a marriage was going to happen.  But as 

one person has put it, “Genocide – not evangelism – was the goal.  The irony of their 

deceit is supremely grotesque in that the aspect of Shechem used to perpetuate the crime 

would serve to effect his death.”
3
 

Shechem’s response shows that people will do anything for love, or lust more 

appropriately here.  He “lost no time in doing what they said, because he was delighted 

with Jacob’s daughter” (v. 19).  That’s one love crazy dude!  He immediately went out to 

the city leaders at the gate and shared the intriguing business proposal with them.  Their 

response shows that people will do anything for money – “Won’t their livestock, their 

property and all their other animals become ours?” (v. 23). 

So “every male of the city was circumcised.  Three days later, while all of them 

were still in pain, two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, took their 

swords and attacked the unsuspecting city, killing every male.  They put Hamor and his 
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son Shechem to the sword and took Dinah from Shechem’s house and left” (vv. 24-26).  

This was back before not only anesthesia and sharp blades, but also before antiseptics and 

so such primitive surgeries always resulted in infections and fevers.  It’s not quite like 

when my brother had appendicitis the night before his birthday, had laparoscopic surgery 

(three small incisions) to have it removed, and was at his house the next day eating ice 

cream cake. 

After three days was when the fever and pain was at its worst and so Dinah’s 

second and third oldest full brothers entered the town, which probably couldn’t have been 

that big (a few hundred??) and slaughtered every recuperating male.  The other brothers 

came and plundered the city.  Justice, right?  Not quite.  As much as the law of lex 

talionis (eye for eye, tooth for tooth) gets a bad rap, it was actually designed to prevent 

incidents such as this where the punishment outweighs the offense. 

 What a mess! 

Finally, let’s just look at Jacob’s response.  He had no idea that his boys were 

plotting something like this.  What does he say to them after they decimate the town?  

“How’s Dinah; where’s she at; is she okay??”  No.  He doesn’t rebuke his sons for 

breaking lex talionis or enacting genocide or acting deceitfully or desecrating 

circumcision by abusing the sign of the holy covenant, but for making it hard for him.  

“You have brought trouble on me by making me a stench to the Canaanites and 

Perizzites, the people living in this land.  We are few in number, and if they join forces 

against me and attack me, I and my household will be destroyed” (v. 30).  You could say 

that he was looking out for the covenant advancement.  Perhaps in part, but if so why was 

he willing to become one people with the Shechemites? 

But c’mon, what could Jacob really say?  His sons were just acting like they had 

seen their father act. 

Moses, the teller of this story, lets Simeon and Levi get the last word – “Should he 

have treated our sister like a prostitute?” (v. 31).  What a mess, huh?  Did you notice that 

in all of ch. 34 there’s no mention of God? 

 

God at Work Even in Midst of Evil 

 There’s all this ugliness seen readily in the pagan people of Shechem: rape, abuse 

of power, greed.  But we also see that the people of God, the people that God has 

promised to work through to redeem this fallen world aren’t any better: favoritism, 

revenge, selfishness, etc…  ‘Cussedness’ is how one person I read describes Jacob.  

Jacob, the patriarch, is not a nice, clean-cut guy with a well-behaved, loving family.  And 

there’s no nice ending.  We have a subscription to this Children’s Bulletin so the kids can 

do word finds and crossword puzzles about the text I’m preaching from.  They didn’t 

have anything for Genesis 34… 

Listen: maybe some of you have been raped.  Maybe your dad didn’t really love 

you.  Maybe you’ve had your children break your heart.  Maybe you’ve been misled, 

mistreated, the recipient of misguided revenge.  There are horrible, atrocious things that 

happen in this world.  Life is messy.  It’s sometimes hard to see any semblance of order 

or fairness or hope.  I understand.  It’s normal… it’s okay to feel that way.  Read Psalm 

88.  But I do want to tell you or remind you, without in the least way being trite or 

slapping a band-aid on reality, that no matter how things seem – God’s plan is 

progressing. 
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We can look at this story and the stories that are our lives and know that even 

though all around is death and darkness, somehow, in some strange way that we cannot 

get our minds around, God’s plan is progressing.  We can only step back and see this 

story and the dark chapters in our stories in the scope of the big picture.  God’s plan is 

progressing. 

 Here in Genesis 34, the covenant, God’s plan to make Jacob into a people, in a 

place, through whom all peoples of the earth would be blessed… that plan was in 

jeopardy.  Would they assimilate into the people of the land?  There is no knight in 

shining armor that sweeps in and saves the day.  It’s just a big mess of sin and sin and 

more sin.  “Nevertheless,” as one person writes, “as it turns out in the providence of God, 

the reprehensible and inexcusable behavior of Simeon and Levi accomplishes something 

that was in harmony with God’s will….  [God’s] sovereignty in these cases is 

demonstrated not by overriding the free, wicked choices that people make but by 

dovetailing those acts of wickedness into his own plan.”
4
 

 God’s sovereignty is working evil for good, superintending all things, still 

advancing the covenant and the plan of salvation, despite how things look.  Despite the 

“reprehensible and inexcusable” behavior of sinful people, somehow God is working.  

Chapter 34 doesn’t leave us with a sweet taste in our mouth, and neither does much of 

life on this fallen planet, but yet through it all we can be sure that God is preserving his 

people and advancing his designs, despite our sin.  God’s plan is progressing. 

 

Darkest Night in History 
I had a professor who asked us one time – “What is the greatest evil that has ever 

happened in human history?  What is the most wicked, vile, atrocious, event ever known 

to this world?”  People suggested the holocaust, which was certainly a grim time.  Other 

options were put forward.  Then the professor said, “How about the murder of the Son of 

God?  How about the crucifixion of the truly innocent One, the One through whom all 

things were made, the second person of the eternal Godhead come in human flesh and 

spat on, beaten, bloodied, reviled, and nailed to a cross to bleed and suffocate?  I think 

that would have to count as the most evil act conceivable.  Wouldn’t you?”  Luke called 

that the hour when darkness reigned (Lk. 22:53).  That was the darkest night in human 

history – the Righteous Son of God… killed by venomous, corrupt men.  EVIL.  Despair.  

Confusion.  This can’t be!  What is happening?  How can I make sense of any of this? 

As one of the witnesses of the sufferings of Christ said to those who condemned 

Jesus to death, “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by 

God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as 

you yourselves know.  This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and 

foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to 

the cross.” (Acts 2:22-23). 

Two chapters later in Acts we read this astounding statement: “Indeed Herod and 

Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to 

conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.  [EVIL!]  They did what 

your power and will had decided beforehand should happen” (Acts. 4:27-28).  Even in 

the midst of the darkest night of human history, when it seems that everything went 

drastically wrong and the worst evil imaginable was perpetrated, God was still at work to 

accomplish his purposes, to actually defeat evil by entering into this dark world himself 
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and experiencing the greatest pain of all, the greatest separation from the Father, the 

greatest defilement, the deepest vengeance.  The climax of evil and the climax of God’s 

plan of redemption coincided at the cross. 

 

God can take evil, even the greatest evil, and wrest good from it.  So what does 

this mean?  It means we can have hope even when all looks hopeless.  Even when all we 

see is an evil world, we can be sure that God’s plan is progessing.  He has defeated the 

powers of evil on the Cross; he has inaugurated a New Creation with his resurrection; and 

so we can have every assurance, despite appearances, that a world free from evil and sin 

is coming when Christ returns.  That the mess is being cleaned up. 

We can be even more confident now as we see how everything has unfolded – 

Jacob did become a mighty people from whom came Jesus who has died for sin, was 

buried, and came back to life three days later, guaranteeing that there is a happy ending.  

So much has already come together.  There’s one last stage in God’s plan that’s waiting 

to happen.  We can be sure that God’s plan is progressing. 

 

This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget 

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world: the battle is not done: 

Jesus Who died shall be satisfied, 

And earth and Heav’n be one. 

 

We’re Part of the Problem 
 But there’s something else I want us to see here.  If we don’t, we’re missing the 

whole point.  Simeon and Levi were part of the chosen people and they were the ones 

who spear-headed this city-wide slaughter.  And Jacob/Israel, the patriarch of the special 

nation, is probably the most reprehensible character in this story.  And yet, God’s plan is 

progressing despite God’s people! 

 There really are no good guys in life.  We’re all part of the problem.  The story of 

life is much like the story of Genesis 34.  No one emerges the hero… except God.  We 

can’t stand back and point the finger at anyone else.  God chooses and uses sinful, slimy 

people like us to advance his plan.  He graciously calls evil, messed up, morally 

ambiguous people to be part of his plan to redeem this sinful world and promises them 

salvation and a hope that they in no way deserve. 

 Why?  It’s so messy.  It’s so painful.  Why doesn’t God use clean people whose 

lives are together?  Because there are no clean people.  But why didn’t he draw a straight 

line to the cross, get it over with, set the world right and make it all happily ever after in 

30 minutes or less?  Why all the shady characters and the seemingly circuitous route?  

Because it better displays something of his character, of his patience and his glory.  It 

shows him to be a gracious God who forgives and uses sinful people. 

The Apostle Paul says it well – the guy who had Christians brutally murdered – “I 

was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 

unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal 

life” (1 Tim. 1:16).  This plan, as messy as it is, is the best of all possible plans because it 

magnifies the glory of God revealed in his grace to it’s fullest extent. 
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The Lord’s Table 
 You see: we all nailed Jesus to the cross.  “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all” 

(Is. 53:6).  We participated in that most evil day, and yet somehow, despite that deepest 

evil, God was working to save us… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, September 14, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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