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Text 
Jacob heard that Laban's sons were saying, "Jacob has taken everything our father owned and has gained 

all this wealth from what belonged to our father." 
2 
And Jacob noticed that Laban's attitude toward him 

was not what it had been. 
3 
Then the LORD said to Jacob, "Go back to the land of your fathers and to your 

relatives, and I will be with you." 
4 
So Jacob sent word to Rachel and Leah to come out to the fields where 

his flocks were. 
5 
He said to them, "I see that your father's attitude toward me is not what it was before, but 

the God of my father has been with me. 
6 
You know that I've worked for your father with all my strength, 

7 

yet your father has cheated me by changing my wages ten times. However, God has not allowed him to 

harm me. 
8 
If he said, 'The speckled ones will be your wages,' then all the flocks gave birth to speckled 

young; and if he said, 'The streaked ones will be your wages,' then all the flocks bore streaked young. 
9 
So 

God has taken away your father's livestock and has given them to me. 
10 

"In breeding season I once had a 

dream in which I looked up and saw that the male goats mating with the flock were streaked, speckled or 

spotted. 
11 

The angel of God said to me in the dream, 'Jacob.' I answered, 'Here I am.' 
12 

And he said, 'Look 

up and see that all the male goats mating with the flock are streaked, speckled or spotted, for I have seen 

all that Laban has been doing to you. 
13 

I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where you 

made a vow to me. Now leave this land at once and go back to your native land.'" 
14 

Then Rachel and Leah 

replied, "Do we still have any share in the inheritance of our father's estate? 
15 

Does he not regard us as 

foreigners? Not only has he sold us, but he has used up what was paid for us. 
16 

Surely all the wealth that 

God took away from our father belongs to us and our children. So do whatever God has told you." 
17 

Then 

Jacob put his children and his wives on camels, 
18 

and he drove all his livestock ahead of him, along with 

all the goods he had accumulated in Paddan Aram, to go to his father Isaac in the land of Canaan. 
19 

When 

Laban had gone to shear his sheep, Rachel stole her father's household gods. 
20 

Moreover, Jacob deceived 

Laban the Aramean by not telling him he was running away. 
21 

So he fled with all he had, and crossing the 

River, he headed for the hill country of Gilead. 
22 

On the third day Laban was told that Jacob had fled. 
23 

Taking his relatives with him, he pursued Jacob for seven days and caught up with him in the hill country 

of Gilead. 
24 

Then God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream at night and said to him, "Be careful not to 

say anything to Jacob, either good or bad." 
25 

Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country of Gilead when 

Laban overtook him, and Laban and his relatives camped there too. 
26 

Then Laban said to Jacob, "What 

have you done? You've deceived me, and you've carried off my daughters like captives in war. 
27 

Why did 

you run off secretly and deceive me? Why didn't you tell me, so I could send you away with joy and singing 

to the music of tambourines and harps? 
28 

You didn't even let me kiss my grandchildren and my daughters 

good-by. You have done a foolish thing. 
29 

I have the power to harm you; but last night the God of your 

father said to me, 'Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.' 
30 

Now you have gone off 

because you longed to return to your father's house. But why did you steal my gods?" 
31 

Jacob answered 

Laban, "I was afraid, because I thought you would take your daughters away from me by force. 
32 

But if you 

find anyone who has your gods, he shall not live. In the presence of our relatives, see for yourself whether 

there is anything of yours here with me; and if so, take it." Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen 

the gods. 
33 

So Laban went into Jacob's tent and into Leah's tent and into the tent of the two maidservants, 
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but he found nothing. After he came out of Leah's tent, he entered Rachel's tent. 
34 

Now Rachel had taken 

the household gods and put them inside her camel's saddle and was sitting on them. Laban searched 

through everything in the tent but found nothing. 
35 

Rachel said to her father, "Don't be angry, my lord, that 

I cannot stand up in your presence; I'm having my period." So he searched but could not find the household 

gods. 
36 

Jacob was angry and took Laban to task. "What is my crime?" he asked Laban. "What sin have I 

committed that you hunt me down? 
37 

Now that you have searched through all my goods, what have you 

found that belongs to your household? Put it here in front of your relatives and mine, and let them judge 

between the two of us. 
38 

"I have been with you for twenty years now. Your sheep and goats have not 

miscarried, nor have I eaten rams from your flocks. 
39 

I did not bring you animals torn by wild beasts; I 

bore the loss myself. And you demanded payment from me for whatever was stolen by day or night. 
40 

This 

was my situation: The heat consumed me in the daytime and the cold at night, and sleep fled from my eyes. 
41 

It was like this for the twenty years I was in your household. I worked for you fourteen years for your two 

daughters and six years for your flocks, and you changed my wages ten times. 
42 

If the God of my father, the 

God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been with me, you would surely have sent me away empty-

handed. But God has seen my hardship and the toil of my hands, and last night he rebuked you." 
43 

Laban 

answered Jacob, "The women are my daughters, the children are my children, and the flocks are my flocks. 

All you see is mine. Yet what can I do today about these daughters of mine, or about the children they have 

borne? 
44 

Come now, let's make a covenant, you and I, and let it serve as a witness between us." 
45 

So Jacob 

took a stone and set it up as a pillar. 
46 

He said to his relatives, "Gather some stones." So they took stones 

and piled them in a heap, and they ate there by the heap. 
47 

Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha, and Jacob 

called it Galeed. 
48 

Laban said, "This heap is a witness between you and me today." That is why it was 

called Galeed. 
49 

It was also called Mizpah, because he said, "May the LORD keep watch between you and 

me when we are away from each other. 
50 

If you mistreat my daughters or if you take any wives besides my 

daughters, even though no one is with us, remember that God is a witness between you and me." 
51 

Laban 

also said to Jacob, "Here is this heap, and here is this pillar I have set up between you and me. 
52 

This heap 

is a witness, and this pillar is a witness, that I will not go past this heap to your side to harm you and that 

you will not go past this heap and pillar to my side to harm me. 
53 

May the God of Abraham and the God of 

Nahor, the God of their father, judge between us." So Jacob took an oath in the name of the Fear of his 

father Isaac. 
54 

He offered a sacrifice there in the hill country and invited his relatives to a meal. After they 

had eaten, they spent the night there. 
55 

Early the next morning Laban kissed his grandchildren and his 

daughters and blessed them. Then he left and returned home. 

 

Let’s pray… 

 

Introduction 
I was talking with Sara on the phone, Wednesday, after she got the phone back 

from Johnny, the two-year-old boy she cares for.  She was telling me how silly he was 

being talking to her in funny voices, when he started climbing up her leg, pretending like 

he was a firefighter climbing up a ladder.  “I’m coming to rescue you!” he said.  So she 

asked, “Why do I need to be rescued?”   

“Why because you do!” he replied.  Johnny is already beginning to learn that 

sometimes people need to be rescued. 

I’ve admired Sara’s own desire for rescuing people from injustice.  We took a trip 

to Philadelphia a few weekends ago.  And while we were there she and her sister went 

into a little bookstore where this book, “Henry’s Freedom Box:  A True Story from the 

Underground Railroad,” caught her eye.  Let me read some of it to you: 

 

Henry Brown wasn’t sure how old he was.  Henry was a slave.  

And slaves weren’t allowed to know their birthdays.  Henry and his 

brothers and sisters worked in the big house where the master lived.  

Henry’s master had been good to Henry and his family.  But Henry’s 

mother knew things could change.  “Do you see those leaves blowing in 
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the wind?  They are torn from the trees like slave children are torn from 

their families.”   

One morning the master called for Henry and his mother.  They 

climbed the wide staircase.  The master lay in bed with only his head 

above the quilt.  He was very ill.  He beckoned them to come closer.  Some 

slaves were freed by their owners.  Henry’s heart beat fast.  Maybe the 

master would set him free.  But the master said, “You are a good worker, 

Henry.  I am giving you to my son.  You must obey him and never tell a 

lie.”  Henry nodded, but he didn’t say thank you.  That would have been a 

lie. 

Later that day Henry watched a bird soar high above the trees.  

Free bird!  Happy bird!  Henry thought.
1
 

 

After some time Henry comes up with a plan to set himself free.  He puts himself 

in a wooden box and has his friends try to mail him out, but you’ll have to read the book 

yourself to find out if Henry was able to find freedom.  This true story from the 

Underground Railroad bears witness to one of most tragic systemic injustices in 

American history, African slavery.  And although slavery was abolished, its effects have 

been massive.  And even though good work has been accomplished for racial equality 

and civil rights, suppression of African Americans can still be felt even in our city.  

Listen to this article I found: 

 

According to a new study released by Chicago Urban League… 

Cook County is the most densely black populated county in the nation with 

1.4 million blacks, 1.1 million of whom live in the city… the region's black 

middle class could shrink substantially without stronger public education 

and more economic development.
2
 

 

This is the kind of suffering slavery leaves in its wake.  It’s all too easy to trace 

today’s problem of inner city poverty to the historical root of slavery.  The effects of 

slavery are huge.  But this is only a piece of the pie of all the injustices committed in our 

land.  Other ethnicities like American Indians and immigrants from Asia and Mexico 

have been marginalized, pushed aside, and belittled.   

Oppression is everywhere.  Many in this church have already experienced their 

unfair share of corruption in this city.  Nathan spoke of that last Sunday, referring to the 

city’s extortion in trying to squeeze money out of him and his neighbors over out-of-code 

fire escapes, the fraudulent tuck-pointer who made off with a chunk of Nathan’s change, 

and Mi Yun’s recent ordeal with her boss unjustly firing several of her coworkers.  

Oppression is everywhere, as our experience and history testify. 

We see this reality in the historical record of the Bible too.  Jacob’s father-in-law, 

Laban, was an oppressive boss.  Last week, Nathan showed that Jacob became 

prosperous in spite of Laban’s deceitfulness, because God was faithful to his promise to 

bless Jacob.  He asked Laban to send him to his homeland, but Laban resisted him saying 

that he wanted him to stay because he had learned that the LORD had blessed him 

through Jacob.  His request to Laban in chapter 30, verse 25 was, “Send me on my way.”  
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He literally said, “Untie me.”  In a sense, Jacob was tied up and bound to Laban, and he 

wanted to be set free. 

But Laban would not untie him because Laban was himself bound and enslaved to 

his idols.  He said that he learned that he was blessed by Jacob’s presence “by 

divination.”  By “divination,” he meant that he had come to understand that he had been 

blessed because he had consulted his idols. 

 But this chapter is here to confront Laban’s mindset, and ours.  It’s here to show 

the futility of idols, not only little statuettes, but anything that supplants the worship of 

the one true God.  That’s what really enslaves us.  Idolatry is at the heart of slavery and 

oppression and injustice.  It manifests itself in many different ways, even in your life and 

mine.  How can you tell if you’re enslaved to an idol?  Do you get jealous and complain?  

Is your attitude contingent upon your prosperity in the here and now?  Do you ever lie or 

cheat or steal?  Do you get really upset when things don’t go your way or when the plans 

you’ve made don’t work out, ever get overwhelmed with fear of people, or wear yourself 

out in pursuit of things like your education or career with little or no lasting satisfaction?  

Do you try to hide things you’re ashamed of even to the point of lying, have strife with 

those closest to you, or do you feel better about yourself when you own more things?  All 

of these things can be symptoms of slavery to idols.  In one way or another we all find 

ourselves enslaved.  And in one form or another these are also the things the people in 

today’s text found themselves chained to.  But I have good news.  

What I believe God declares through chapter 31 to us today is just this: God sees 

and sets free. 

 Our God sees and sets free from idols!  He can set us free through Christ!  That’s 

what we’ll discover as we look at this passage.  It can be broken into three parts:  First, 

I’ll point out that God guides us to freedom.  Second, we’ll see that we must unite 

when he guides.  And third, we must go when he guides.  So let’s first look at the fact 

that God guides us to freedom. 

 

God guides us to freedom. 

In the first 3 verses we see a couple ways that he guides us:  Through our 

circumstances and through his Word.  God guides us to freedom through our 

circumstances.  So open up your ears and eyes, because we’ll often get clues about what 

God’s guiding us to do through the things we hear and see.  Jacob did.  Verse 1 begins, 

“Jacob heard that Laban’s sons were saying, ‘Jacob has taken everything our father 

owned and has gained all this wealth from what belonged to our father.’  And Jacob 

noticed that Laban’s attitude toward him was not what it had been.”  Jacob heard and saw 

that the spirit of Laban and his sons had taken a nose-dive from one of favor to one of 

jealousy because of the way the LORD had prospered him.  What have you heard and 

seen in your daily circumstances?  For Jacob there was an unusual coolness around the 

water-cooler.  He heard that he was the object of murmuring, and saw disdain where he 

once saw acceptance.  At the heart of their disdain was idolatry.  They worshiped wealth, 

wealth with wool.  Their contempt arose because somehow Jacob was making off with 

flocks of their wealth!  Like so many of us, their wealth was their god, and their success 

in attaining it was their justification.  Therefore Jacob’s interference with their 

justification was a hell they could not bear. 
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 So God opened Jacob’s ears and eyes to notice this in order to guide him to 

freedom.  God saw that Jacob needed emancipation.  Not only were Laban and his sons 

enslaved to the idol of wealth, but Jacob also found himself enslaved.  He was bound by 

both Laban’s clutching after the wealth he could acquire through Jacob and perhaps by 

his own idolizing of Laban.  You see, for all his life Jacob felt inferior to his brother, 

Esau, due to his father’s favoritism.  So maybe that’s at the heart of why Jacob let Laban 

tie him up with 20 years of oppressive, hard work – he felt justified through Laban’s 

attention.  He felt needed and valued by a father-figure.   

Whose attention and approval makes you feel like your existence is justified?  

Your boss?  A parent?  Your in-laws or spouse?  Men or women in general, whose 

attention you’re enslaved to?  A girlfriend you idolize?  I know that kind of idolatry.  I 

used to worship my former girlfriends, and so found myself enslaved.  My heart turned 

away from God to worship them, and I felt justified by the acceptance I could get from 

them.  Not until God intervened, answering my parents’ prayers, was I able to break free 

from that idolatry.  I’m praying that God will set you free from your idols today too, 

whatever they may be.  That’s what God did for Jacob, he guided him to freedom through 

making him realize the spirit of his circumstances. 

 But circumstances, as helpful as they may be, are insufficient guides by 

themselves.  We need God’s word.  He guides us to freedom through the circumstances 

he ordains and through his all-sufficient word.  Once Jacob’s ears and eyes were opened, 

verse 3 says, “Then the LORD said to Jacob, ‘Go back to the land of your fathers and to 

your relatives, and I will be with you.’”  Don’t you long for this?  A clear word of 

direction from God!  Ask him for it!  Ask God to show you how your experience and his 

word are combining to say the same thing.  For Jacob it meant leaving a place where he 

had kind of grown comfortable for 20 years under his father-in-law’s roof.  Where have 

you grown comfortable?  I remember how easy it was to live with my in-laws before Sara 

and I moved to Chicago.  One could get used to that kind of royal treatment, with 

someone feeding you, picking up after you, providing you with a roof over your head.  

But the time comes when we must grow up and move out of comfort zones. 

Comfort is a really big idol in our society.  We Americans are masters at padding 

our lives.  But God has not called us to temporal ease in this world!  This one life God 

has entrusted to you and me is not meant for wasting, resting on our laurels, being 

entertained, and serving self; Jesus says it’s meant for denying yourself, taking up your 

cross and following him!   

Follow Jesus into freedom!  Jesus did not choose the path of least resistance, but 

actually the path of most resistance!  He rejected the false promises of comfort for the 

sake of a city filled with people purified through his suffering and death!  What’s the 

comfort zone he’s calling you to find freedom from?  Do you coast at work?  Are you 

comfortable with just coming to church every Sunday?  Maybe it’s time to come enjoy 

the Saturday morning prayer group.  Perhaps you’ve grown sedentary in IBC and need to 

get involved in planning for the church-plant.  Ask God to open your eyes to see what 

idol you’re worshiping—idols of comfort or others’ acceptance or wealth—and ask him 

to guide you to freedom from it through Christ. 

 

Unite When He Guides 
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 God guided Jacob to freedom.  Those first 3 verses serve as the catalyst that sets 

the rest of the chapter in motion.  With God’s charge to “go” and the assurance of his 

presence, Jacob gets his wives together to chart the course for freedom.  Our God sees 

and sets free.  We saw that he guides us to freedom.  So we must unite when he guides.  

Jacob was so convinced of the rightness of God’s guidance that he wanted to make sure 

his wives were with him in this.  This was a big deal for this family.  All Leah and Rachel 

had known was Paddan Aram, and the presence of their father.  Jacob realized this and 

obviously put a lot of thought into his family vision-casting.  Husbands, fathers, are you 

doing this?  It’s right for a man to lead his family.  But men, before you can lead, you’ve 

got to be led.  Be listening for God’s guidance, and when you sense him leading you in a 

certain direction call on your family to unite in it. 

I think this passage has more than just something that applies to married people.  

Not only did Jacob join with his wives in this, it’s significant to observe that his wives 

actually agreed with one another!  Now, it’s pretty screwed up that Jacob had two wives 

(and two concubines for that matter); nevertheless it’s sweet how they all united in 

submitting to God’s guidance.  Truth fosters fellowship.  Some say that doctrine is 

divisive.  And in some sense that’s true, after all God’s word caused Jacob’s family to 

divide itself from Laban’s group.  But that’s only partly true.  It both divides and unites.  

It does divide between right and wrong, godliness and ungodliness, heaven and hell, 

freedom and slavery; but it also impels truth-lovers to unite in what’s right, in justice and 

godliness and freedom for the oppressed.  That’s why our Sunday mornings, small 

groups, and prayer group all center on God’s Word – we want our fellowship fed and 

formed by God’s truth.  Since God guides us to freedom through his Word, we unite 

around it. 

 

We Must Go When God Guides 

 Once Jacob and his family were united in God’s guidance, they fled for freedom.  

Our God sees and sets free.  So we must unite and go when God guides us.  Jacob did.  

Verse 17 begins, “Then Jacob put his children and his wives on camels, and he drove all 

his livestock ahead of him, along with all the goods he had accumulated in Paddan Aram, 

to go to his father Isaac in the Land of Canaan.”  After this verse, we find 3 things we 

should do when we go. 

First, when you go, leave the idols.  Don’t do what Rachel did in verse 19, and 

grab some idols before you go.  It says, “When Laban had gone to shear his sheep, 

Rachel stole her father’s household gods.”  Don’t just give Christ lip service, saying 

you’ll follow him but secretly packing some of your favorite idols for the trip.  Leave it 

all behind.  This is repentance.  When Christ calls you to follow him, the idols must go.  

That means you must leave behind those things whose guidance, provision, and 

protection you feel you can’t live without.  What is that for you?  Laban relied on his 

idols for guidance.  And it could be that Rachel feared that these gods would guide him to 

find them after they fled.  But God is the only one who can really guide, idols are dumb, 

mute things that cannot see.  Trust in God’s guidance alone, for he alone guides with full 

knowledge and complete desire for your wellbeing.  And although you might not see it, 

trust that God sees and can set you free. 

 When you go, leave the idols because they can neither guide nor provide.  Rachel 

may have thought that she would be prospered through these idols, because the possessor 
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of them might be given the inheritance of her father.  She also might’ve thought that 

she’d become fertile through having these idols.  She stooped to grab those idols, ‘cause 

she was already bowing before another: children.  Remember what she said to Jacob?  

“Give me children, or I’ll die!”  Can you imagine your wife saying that?  Chapter 30, 

however, shows that the Lord is the ultimate provider of children.  So Jacob is right in 

responding, “Am I in the place of God?”  She first put Jacob in God’s place, and now she 

seems to be putting little statuettes in God’s place, seeking them for fertility.  That’s 

idolatry, whatever you put in God’s place to be your provider.  But idols cannot provide 

us with anything but emptiness, death, and separation from God!  That’s hell.  God is our 

provider.  So what are you looking to for provision other than him?  Whatever it is, leave 

that idol and trust Christ alone as your provider. 

 When you go, leave the idols because they can’t guide, provide, or protect us.  

What do you have that gives you a sense of security that you feel you can’t live without?  

For Rachel it was a couple statuettes, probably made from silver.  Maybe it’s silver for 

you too, or gold.    I have a friend whose dad lives in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where there’s 

been billions of dollars worth of flood damage.  His business is under water.  What would 

you do if that happened to you?  When your sense of security in the things of this world 

is threatened what will you do?  Will you respond with despondency?  Will you be 

sinfully angry at God?  Or will your response be like one guy I heard of.  He lost virtually 

everything he had, and even the lives of his own kids, but he still had the faith to say this:  

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart.  The LORD gave and 

the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised” (Job 1:21).  May the 

Lord give us that kind of security in him.  I said all that just to say this:  First, when you 

go, leave the idols. 

 Second, when you go, know this:  You will encounter resistance.  Jacob did.  

Verse 22 says that “on the third day Laban was told that Jacob had fled.  Taking his 

relatives with him, he pursued Jacob for seven days and caught up with him in the hill 

country of Gilead.”  In the path of obedience, some will want to hinder us, but God is our 

protector.  Verse 24 says, “God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream at night and said 

to him, ‘Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.’”  Presumably Laban 

was furious at Jacob’s unannounced departure, and wanted to use it as an excuse to claim 

Jacob’s belongings as his own stolen goods, and somehow harm Jacob for it.  But God 

stepped in and told him:  “Watch yourself.”  God stopped him from his evil intentions.   

We live in a world full of evil.  And even though God graciously restrains it, we 

still encounter some resistance in following him.  It’s something you can count on.  The 

Apostle Paul promised that “everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 

be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).  Persecution is not an obsolete concept; more Christians 

have been persecuted for their faith in our day than at any other time in the 2,000 years of 

Christianity.  Christians in our country haven’t experienced much of it (yet), but that’s no 

reason to assume we don’t have to expect resistance in our obedience.  Why should we be 

free of suffering for the obedience of faith when the author of our faith suffered and died 

in his obedience?  When you obey God’s call know that you will encounter resistance.  

And when you do, if at all possible, settle on some kind of peaceable arrangement, like 

Jacob and Laban did. 

Third, when you go, be a peace-maker.  Here are some things that being a peace-

maker entails: 
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• Realizing that you may not realize your offenses (30b, 32).  Jacob didn’t realize that 

Rachel had stolen the idols, and you may not be aware of ways you’ve offended 

somebody either.  …In light of that possibility, be careful of what you say. 

• Watching your mouth (32).  This was something both Laban and Jacob needed to do.  

Jacob, however, let his tongue slip in verse 32 with, “if you find anyone who has your 

gods, he shall not live.”  But that verse also says that “Jacob did not know that Rachel 

had stolen the gods.”  So if Laban would’ve found his idols in Rachel’s possession, 

Jacob would have sorely regretted his words.  Don’t say anything you might regret. 

• Being willing to compromise (32).  Jacob allowed Laban to search through his things 

for the idols to both appease Laban and make known (what he thought was) his 

innocence.   

Come to agreements you can both be satisfied with in some measure.  But in these 

kinds of compromise, do not compromise the one true God and his calling.  So that 

means… 

• Remembering the futility of idolatry (33-43).  Seeing Laban root through everything 

in search of his gods would’ve certainly reminded Jacob of how empty those things 

were.  In our civility with idolaters remember that you cannot make peace with their 

idols.  Laban’s example shows that idols just make us wear ourselves out for nothing.  

In all his searching, he found nothing.  Idols promise a lot, like Laban, but in the end 

they don’t deliver.  They can’t satisfy you.  They wear out people like Laban and 

cause people like Rachel to hide them.  What idol are you hiding?  What do you 

cherish when no one is around, that you don’t want anyone to see?  Remember:  God 

sees.  And he sets free.  He can free you from that defilement.  Idols defile us.  We 

deceive people for them, like Rachel lied to Laban (35); we hurt people for them, like 

Jacob testifies how Laban hurt him for the sake of wealth (36-41); and we disrespect 

others property for them, like Laban did in the midst of Jacob’s property saying, “All 

you see is mine.”  Idols are futile things.  One of the biggest things being a peace-

maker means is… 

• Communicating God’s sovereign grace in redemption (42).  That’s what Jacob did in 

verse 42, which I think is the key to the whole chapter.  Jacob says to Laban, “If the 

God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been with me, 

you would surely have sent me away empty-handed.  But God has seen my hardship 

and the toil of my hands, and last night he rebuked you.”  It seems like God’s rebuke 

of Laban had struck some fear into his heart.  And that fear was the beginning of his 

wisdom in wanting to part companies with Jacob in peace.  Jacob’s wisdom, on the 

other hand, was more redemptive.  He was bold enough to declare that his father’s 

God had graciously sent him from Laban with all his belongings.  God had set him 

free!  And he wasn’t afraid to tell that to Laban.  In peace-making, don’t be afraid to 

communicate the good news of God’s sovereign grace.  He can set free even the 

worst of sinners and persecutors through that gospel.  Be a peace-maker, telling 

people that even God’s worst enemies can have peace with God through what Christ 

has done on the cross. 

• Pursuing the things that are necessary for peace (43-53).  There are a few things we 

can see that Jacob thought was necessary for a peaceful breakup with Laban: 
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o Coming to an agreement before witnesses.  A heap, a pillar, some relatives, 

and God all witnessed this peace agreement.  Witnesses keep people in line 

and accountable.  So remember:  God is our witness.  He sees everything. 

o Honoring your word.  The witnesses were only useful insofar as they held 

both parties accountable to honor their word of peace. 

o Fearing the one true God.  It’s possible that Laban called on a false god to 

judge between them when he said in verse 53, “May the God of Abraham and 

the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge between us.”  Abraham’s dad, 

Nahor, did not worship the one true God.  The LORD had set Abraham free 

from that idolatry.  But Laban was still enslaved to it.  That could be why 

Moses makes clear that “Jacob took an oath in the name of” the God his father 

Isaac feared, as opposed to Nahor’s god.  Peace is only ultimately possible 

when we fear the only God.  It could be that Jacob realized this, calling him 

the God his father feared, so that Laban would understand that he could fear 

the vengeance of the God who warned him in his dream if he broke his side of 

the covenant. 

Jacob offered a sacrifice to seal this peace agreement.  No doubt, he had heard the 

story about how when Adam and Eve first sinned, God had slain an animal to clothe them 

and make peace with them.  He probably also had heard how God showed the seriousness 

of his faithfulness to his covenant to Abraham’s descendants by having Abraham slay 

some animals.  Most likely he remembered hearing his dad tell him the story of when 

Abraham nearly sacrificed him to God, but God did as Abraham foretold and provided a 

lamb as Isaac’s substitute.  So Jacob sealed the deal with a sacrifice, remembering that he 

was a sinner who needed covering, that he was a liar who needed God-like seriousness to 

be faithful to his covenant, and that he worshiped the God his father feared, who could 

provide all this.   

This reminds us Christians, of course, that God has made the ultimate sacrifice to 

secure our peace with him, the shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Neither Jacob nor 

Laban could be totally trusted to hold up their ends of the deal.  God alone can be finally 

trusted to be faithful to his covenant which was sealed by the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of 

God. 

The chapter closes with verse 55, “Early the next morning Laban kissed his 

grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them.  Then he left and returned home.”  

Jacob is finally free from Laban’s oppression!  God sees and sets free.  He guides us to 

freedom.  So unite when he guides.  And go when he guides.  And when you go leave the 

idols, know that you will encounter resistance, and do whatever you can to make peace. 

 

Conclusion 

So what’s this all mean for you?  Well, before we can find a satisfying answer to 

that question, we first have to ask, “What did this mean for the people the original author 

first wrote this for?”  What did it mean to them? 

Genesis is the first of five books Moses wrote to the Israelites before they entered 

the land that God promised to Abraham and his descendants, the land of Canaan.  It 

showed the Israelites how God brought them to where they were and what they could 

expect him to do. 
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God had miraculously set free the original readers’ parents from slavery in Egypt.  

So Moses recorded Genesis 31 in order to show them that the God who rescued them 

from their hard bondage was the same God who had previously rescued their forefather, 

Jacob, from the oppression of his father-in-law, Laban.  The parallels between Jacob’s 

and the Israelite’s stories of redemption are rather stunning.  Here is one of the biggest 

ones: 

In the beginning of our text, God says to Jacob, “I have seen all that Laban has 

been doing to you…I am the God of Bethel…Now leave this land at once and go back to 

your native land” (Gen. 31:12b-13).  This same God said to Moses, “I have surely seen 

the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their 

taskmasters.  I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the 

hand of the Egyptians to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey” (Ex. 3:7-8a, ESV).  They both shared in suffering and they 

both shared in the same God who saw their different kinds of slavery and cared enough to 

save them from it. 

God sees and sets free!  This is worth remembering! 

Do you remember trusting in Christ and turning from your idols to serve the one 

and only true and satisfying God?  Do you remember how Christ has freed you?  Christ’s 

liberating work for us makes his former works for Jacob and the Israelites pale by 

compareison, like stars vanishing and hiding behind the radiance of the morning sun.  

This work of redemption accomplished in Christ nearly eclipses and clearly makes sense 

out of God’s former works. 

The former things God had done serve to wet our appetite for this perfect feast 

that God laid out for us in redemption through Christ.  When we read about God saving 

Jacob from Laban’s cruelty, and when we therefore remember him saving Israel from 

bondage to the Egyptians, the thing we must remember first of all is that God has 

accomplished our salvation from our oppressive slave-masters, freedom from our idols, 

in Christ.  As Jacob’s rescue from bondage to Laban was a small foreshadowing of 

Israel’s deliverance from Egypt, that was but a small thing compared to the colossal 

reality that is true for us believers:  God “has rescued us from the dominion of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:13-14). 

Our God sees and sets free!  Are you suffering?  Our God sees it, and cared so 

much that he entered into our suffering in Christ.  Are you in bondage to anything?  

There are no bonds that our God cannot free us from!  Nothing is too difficult for him!  

He has accomplished redemption from the worst possible bondage.  Do you remember 

how this has applied to you?  Or maybe you haven’t yet trusted in Christ’s 

accomplishment. 

Maybe you’re not really sure about all this Christianity stuff.  If that’s where you 

find yourself, I’m really glad you’re here.  You’re in a good place to safely investigate 

the claims of Christ.  I’m just one believer who’s been experiencing more freedom in 

Christ than I could ever deserve – and there are plenty of others here who could testify to 

the same.  I highly encourage you to keep investigating this.  Try it out, and see if it 

doesn’t both make sense out of reality and provide freedom in it.  Try Christianity on for 

size and see for yourself that it really is the best of all possible boxes you can be mailed 

to freedom in.  Christ really is the only way to freedom. 
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Whether you’re a Christian or not, it comes down to this:  Trust in Christ, in what 

he’s done and what he’s able to do for even you.  He lived a life free of vice or addiction 

or idolatry of any kind, in glad submission to his Father, the one and only God.  And his 

perfect record of righteousness is counted as ours when we trust in Christ!  You see, all 

our idolatries merit God’s eternal wrath.  But we are set free from that condemnation 

through faith in Christ who drank that cup down to the last drop so that those who believe 

in him would never have to.  After 3 days in the grave, Christ sprang to life!  His 

resurrection secures our justification so that we don’t have to seek it in working for 

wealth or acceptance or power or fame.  His resurrection power is the same power 

believers now have by his grace to say NO to idols for the sake of the true God.  His 

resurrection marked the beginning of the new creation that God will complete when 

Christ returns.  Then there will be no idolatry, no injustice, no cruel slavery.  Then 

believers will find the freedom of absolutely unhindered worship, enjoying more and 

more of God’s glory.  All this freedom comes from the perfect person and finished work 

of Jesus Christ, whose work on the cross we will now take time to remember as Hobin 

comes to lead us in communion. 

God sees and sets free to fly and sing with more freedom than the highest flying 

bird. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Adam Smith on Sunday morning, June 22, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was written to 

be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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