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Text 
Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, 

"The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob." 
42 

When Rebekah was told 

what her older son Esau had said, she sent for her younger son Jacob and said to him, "Your brother Esau 

is consoling himself with the thought of killing you. 
43 

Now then, my son, do what I say: Flee at once to my 

brother Laban in Haran. 
44 

Stay with him for a while until your brother's fury subsides. 
45 

When your 

brother is no longer angry with you and forgets what you did to him, I'll send word for you to come back 

from there. Why should I lose both of you in one day?" 
46 

Then Rebekah said to Isaac, "I'm disgusted with 

living because of these Hittite women. If Jacob takes a wife from among the women of this land, from 

Hittite women like these, my life will not be worth living." 

28:1 So Isaac called for Jacob and blessed him and commanded him: "Do not marry a Canaanite woman. 
2 

Go at once to Paddan Aram, to the house of your mother's father Bethuel. Take a wife for yourself there, 

from among the daughters of Laban, your mother's brother. 
3 
May God Almighty bless you and make you 

fruitful and increase your numbers until you become a community of peoples. 
4 
May he give you and your 

descendants the blessing given to Abraham, so that you may take possession of the land where you now live 

as an alien, the land God gave to Abraham." 
5 
Then Isaac sent Jacob on his way, and he went to Paddan 

Aram, to Laban son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, who was the mother of Jacob and 

Esau. 
6 
Now Esau learned that Isaac had blessed Jacob and had sent him to Paddan Aram to take a wife 

from there, and that when he blessed him he commanded him, "Do not marry a Canaanite woman," 
7 
and 

that Jacob had obeyed his father and mother and had gone to Paddan Aram. 
8 
Esau then realized how 

displeasing the Canaanite women were to his father Isaac; 
9 
so he went to Ishmael and married Mahalath, 

the sister of Nebaioth and daughter of Ishmael son of Abraham, in addition to the wives he already had. 
10 

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 
11 

When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night 

because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. 
12 

He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the 

angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
13 

There above it stood the LORD, and he said: "I am 

the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the 

land on which you are lying. 
14 

Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out 

to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you 

and your offspring. 
15 

I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to 

this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." 
16 

When Jacob awoke from his 

sleep, he thought, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it." 
17 

He was afraid and said, 

"How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven." 
18 

Early 

the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil 

on top of it. 
19 

He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called Luz. 
20 

Then Jacob made a vow, 

saying, "If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to 

eat and clothes to wear 
21 

so that I return safely to my father's house, then the LORD will be my God 
22 

and 
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this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give me I will give you a 

tenth." 

 

Introduction 
 I know that for some of you your coming to know and trust in Christ has been a 

gradual process, like the person C.S. Lewis tells of who got on a train in Berlin at night 

and woke up in Paris.  He didn’t know at what specific point he crossed the border from 

Germany to France, but all he knows is he’s now in Paris.  You don’t have a crisis story 

when one day you didn’t believe and now you do.  All you know is that now you believe. 

 I expect that to happen a lot.  It happens many times with children who grow up in 

Christian homes.  It’s also probably happened/happening with many of you who have 

started being a part of Immanuel.  A subtle longing has been stirred; maybe you have 

friends that come here and so you’re checking it out and either you have realized or 

perhaps one day it will just dawn on you – “You know what?  I believe this stuff.  I’m a 

sinner.  I can’t save myself – not my success, not my smarts, not my status – nothing cuts 

it.  The idea that Jesus died to pay for my sins and came back to life, that God can let 

Jesus’ life and death count for me and I can be totally and eternally accepted by God on 

account of Jesus… that sounds like good news to me.”  And somehow, somewhere along 

the way you’ve actually started believing in this stuff and begun to live in the freedom it 

provides. 

 However, for some of you it was more cataclysmic.  It was like you were walking 

along in Berlin and suddenly you were teleported to the Eiffel Tower.  We’ve all heard 

stories like this – “I was an alcoholic, dead-beat dad, with a gambling problem… and 

then I met Jesus!”  I love these stories.  I love Candice’s story of sitting in the Starbucks 

across the street and suddenly having her heart strangely warmed and having this ‘Ah ha’ 

moment where Jesus became very real to her and she was converted on the spot.  It 

happens. 

 For those of you who have a relationship with God whether it began with a bang – 

a sudden, supernatural visitation – or whether you’ve kind of eased into it (or maybe to 

be more theologically correct God kind of eased you in to it), either way you’ve surely 

had at least one moment in your spiritual life where God just powerfully showed up and 

made himself known to you.  Maybe it was an abrupt introduction.  Or maybe you’ve had 

a steady relationship punctuated by times when God hit you upside the head with a deep 

conviction of sin, or a blinding revelation of his beauty, or a clearer vision of the big 

picture of reality, or a deeper insight into the things of divinity.  Isn’t it amazing when 

God does that? 

 There’s nothing you or I can do to make it happen, but as we look at today’s 

passage in the Bible what I want to say is just this: God can make himself known to 

anyone, any place, anytime. 

 There’s a lot to today’s story, so let’s dig right in. 

 

But first, let’s pray… 
 

Anyone 

 The first thing we see is that God can make himself known to anyone.  The 

story so far is that there are these twins – Esau and Jacob.  Both have the same parents, 
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both have the same heredity, both had the same upbringing… and both had the same 

sinful nature. 

 Last week we saw the famous story of Jacob tricking his father Isaac by 

pretending to be Esau and getting his blessing.  Up to this point in the story Jacob has 

displayed nothing but self-seeking trickery.  He’s a schemer, a deceiver, a liar.  He’s 

slimy. 

 At the same time, however, Esau hasn’t been quite exemplary.  He’s an impetuous 

man with no regard for higher ideals like propriety, tradition, or custom.  And today we 

pick up the story right after he got jilted out of his blessing by his brother. 

 27:41 – “Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had 

given him.”  Grudges aren’t pretty, are they?  This is one of those sins that is so often 

overlooked and dismissed, yet it’s no less poisonous and destructive than some of the 

others that get a lot of attention.  A grudge consumes you.  It’s amazing how easily we 

hold on to things that happened to us years ago.  One mistake can label a person in our 

minds forever so that every thought we have towards them is tinged with anger, malice, 

disdain, frustration. 

 I know that many of you have some bitterness you are harboring, some grudges 

that you are nursing in your hearts right now and I’m warning you – that’s sin!  And it 

will overtake you and you may not even realize it but very easily you can become that 

jaded old man that just sits back and points fingers all the time or that gossipy, cranky old 

woman that has nothing nice to say about anyone.  You need God to come to you and 

shake you up and wash you afresh with his grace so that you can be free from these 

grudges and filled with love for even your enemies.  I’m praying that he’s doing that right 

now… 

Esau was a man whose heart was full of bitterness.  Let’s not overlook the sin of 

grudges.  And it’s not just that he had a grudge.  Look where the grudge led him.  “He 

said to himself, ‘The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother 

Jacob” (27:41b).  There was murder in his heart.  He fed the voracious appetite of this 

beast called ‘The Grudge’ with the consolation that came from plotting to kill Jacob once 

his father Isaac died, which was going to be any day now.  Most of us like Esau are 

restrained in some way from fully acting out our hatred of other people, but we derive 

pleasure at the thought of what we would do to them.  Jesus says that’s tantamount to 

murder – “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and 

anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’  But I tell you that anyone who is 

angry with his brother will be subject to judgment” (Mt. 5:21-22).  This is what’s going 

on with Esau.  He’s not an innocent man. 

Rebekah – Jacob’s doting mother – caught wind of what Esau was planning and 

so she came up with her own plan.  If she could just get Jacob back to her family in 

Haran for awhile, Esau’s fury would subside and later Jacob could return.  She tells Jacob 

this is what he should do and even though he’s a huge homebody who hardly ever 

ventures away from home, he’s an even bigger mama’s boy and so he agrees to whatever 

she says.  It turns out, by the way, to be the last time he will see his mother. 

And then she plays the emotional manipulation card with her husband, Isaac, to 

get him to send Jacob away to his in-laws.  “I’m disgusted with living because of these 

Hittite women.  If Jacob takes a wife from among the women of this land, from Hittite 
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women like these, my life will not be worth living” (27:46).  Wow!  She knows how to 

work it!  Ladies: does this hit too close to home for any of you??  Honestly, now… 

Isaac agrees with Rebekah’s plan and thinks to himself that it is about time his 

son gets a wife and a family of his own so the promise can go forward.  So he sends 

Jacob off “to Paddan Aram, to the house of [Rebekah’s] father Bethuel” with the charge 

to get a wife “from among the daughters of Laban” (28:2).  And he said to him, “May 

God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and increase your numbers until you 

become a community of peoples.  May he give you and your descendants the blessing 

given to Abraham, so that you may take possession of the land where you now live as an 

alien, the land God gave to Abraham” (28:3-4).  Isaac’s expressing his desire that his boy 

would come to have the same relationship with the Lord that he has come to have and 

that his father Abraham had and that he would continue the program of salvation that was 

meant to extend to all peoples.  Up to this point Jacob hadn’t experienced God himself.  

He had no doubt heard of him and knew many things about him, but he hadn’t been 

personally affected by him.  There’s a difference, you know.  So off Jacob goes, but he 

has his own self-serving motivations.  He just wants to escape from his brother. 

Now when Esau learned that Jacob was gone to get a wife, he put aside his plan to 

kill Jacob and took up another plan.  He “realized how displeasing the Canaanite women 

were to his father Isaac; so he went to Ishmael and married Mahalath, the sister of 

Nebaioth and daughter of Ishmael son of Abraham, in addition to the wives he already 

had” (28:8-9).  Esau’s desperately trying to get his dad’s approval (he doesn’t seem to 

care much about him mom), but he doesn’t have a clue.  He doesn’t realize or care that 

Ishmael was clearly delineated as not being part of God’s plan.  He’s trying to come up 

with his own way to make things right, but in reality he’s just digging himself in a deeper 

hole. 

Esau here is representative of all humanity in their attempts at self-salvation.  One 

commentator put it this way – Esau’s “attempt to do the approved thing was, like most 

religious efforts of the natural man, superficial and ill-judged.  To take a third wife, even 

though an Ishmaelite was better than a Hittite, was hardly the way back to blessing.”
1
 

 So what do we have?  We’ve got a bunch of twisted sinners and a pair of brothers 

each embarked in some way on their own self-salvation project.  Jacob’s still a mama’s 

boy whose mommy tells him what to do; an underachieving, looser, deceitful and 

conniving; on the run from his sin.  Esau’s a man ruled by his passions; murderous; 

frantically and foolishly trying to fix things his own way.  We have in Jacob and Esau are 

two men as far away from God as you can imagine.  But God’s about to intervene. 

 Both men are messed up but now if you had to guess, whose rescue do you think 

God would come to?  If anything, we’re made to sympathize with Isaac and Esau by the 

way the story is told (they got duped).  And so the last person we’d think God would 

have any interest in is Jacob, the weasel-like character.  But in the rest of chapter 28 we 

read of God intercepting Jacob and invading his life.  It’s the scandal of grace again.  No 

one merits God’s attention, and certainly not Jacob, but God appears to Jacob and 

promises all these outlandish things to him we’ve seen him promise to Abraham and 

Isaac – great nation, land, blessing to all peoples of the earth.  Jacob!? 

And so the first point is that God can make himself known to anyone.  

Absolutely nobody is beyond God’s reach.  Even someone like Jacob is not too bad for 

God to pursue.  He’s not too far gone.  It doesn’t matter what you’ve done.  It doesn’t 



5 

matter how bad you are or how unlikely a candidate you would be for whatever reason.  

And it doesn’t matter how hopeless your neighbor’s situation looks.  God can make 

himself known to anyone. 

 

Any Place 
 It’s also important to note here that God can make himself known in any place.  

It says, “Jacob left Beersheba [where Abraham had “called on the name of the Lord” 

(21:33) and where the Lord had appeared to Isaac (26:23-25)] and set out for Haran.  

When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set” 

(28:10-11a).  The phrase – “a certain place” – is basically a way of saying – “just any old 

place; no place special.”  Jacob just crashes at an insignificant, unimportant place 

alongside the road because it was too dark to go any further.  It wasn’t like he went to a 

religious shrine or a temple or a place he knew he could expect to meet God.  He wasn’t 

on a pilgrimage to a holy place.  He’s in a new place, miles from his family and (he 

probably thought) his family’s God. 

 You see people back then believed that deities were territorial.  They were 

confined to certain geographical areas.  If you wanted to meet with a particular god you 

went to where he was known to reside or appear – the god of this river, the god of this 

mountain.  Jacob is in the middle of nowhere and he gets off at a rest stop at “a certain 

place” and sets up a rock as a pillow and goes to sleep. 

 In his sleep “He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with 

its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.  

There above it [or perhaps it could be translated there above him] stood the Lord, and he 

said: ‘I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac.  I will give 

you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.  Your descendants will be like 

the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and 

to the south.  All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.  I am 

with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land.  

I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you’” (28:12-15). 

 Just as the questionable-ness of Jacob’s character didn’t stop the Lord from 

appearing to him, the obscurity of the place didn’t stop the Lord from showing up there.  

What’s more, the Lord promised Jacob that “I am with you and will watch over you 

wherever you go” (28:15a).  In other words, it didn’t matter where Jacob was, God would 

be there.  He wasn’t restricted.  He wasn’t just the god of Beersheba.  He was the God of 

the universe.  He was omnipresent.  He wasn’t like the other regional gods.  He would be 

wherever Jacob was! 

 I often tell people when they are moving that the same God they came to know 

here in Chicago will be with them and be the same God in San Francisco, Toronto, 

Scotland, Thailand…  He’s not a small, territorial deity.  I’ve found this to be true myself.  

The God I came to know on the farm and in the small town church in Indiana went with 

me to college in the western suburbs of Chicago.  I remember when I first got there it felt 

so dense, so suffocating, even though I realize now that they really have large front yards 

and back yards.  But I couldn’t wait to get back to the cornfields of Indiana.  After time, 

however, I grew to love Wheaton and see the beauty there and thought to myself, “This is 

God’s country.  It is after all the evangelical Mecca.”  God’s done so many amazing 

things in history at that school and in my life there. 
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 And I remember the first time I went apartment hunting in Evanston where 

Andrea and I lived after we got married while she was in grad school and I thought it was 

the coldest, most God-forsaken place ever.  They had small front yards and no real 

backyards and they had alleys; kind of half-city, half-suburb.  But after three years we 

came to love that place and have many sweet memories of what God had done in our 

lives there.  I met with God on several occasions at our church there and a few times 

praying along the lakefront. 

 And then God called us to the big, bad city full of steel and concrete; no yards.  

And the UIC Area seemed especially dark and dreary the first few times we drove around 

wondering if God was serious and feeling like if we moved here we’d be the greatest 

martyrs ever.  And now we constantly walk around our neighborhood and just say, “I 

love this place.  This is the most beautiful place on earth!”  And I believe God is on the 

move here too, what do you think? 

 “When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place, 

and I was not aware of it.’”  He thought it was just an ordinary place.  The God of his 

fathers was far away.  But he woke up to the reality that God is everywhere.  He said, 

“‘How awesome is this place!  This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate 

of heaven.’  Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head 

and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it.  He called that place Bethel [house of 

God], though the city used to be called Luz” (28:16-18).  He made a monument, a 

memorial, an Ebeneezer, a stone of remembrance to commemorate what the Lord had 

done for him there. 

We can and should do this kind of thing today.  Not in a superstitious way, but to 

mark off times and places where God worked in extraordinary ways so we can look back 

and remember – “Oh yeah, he did that for me here.”  For some people it’s journaling.  

For some it can be scrapbooking as a way to memorialize the ubiquitous God’s work at 

all the different places of our lives. 

The main point of this section is that God can make himself known in any 

place.  Any old Luz can become a Bethel.  Anywhere can become the gateway of heaven 

– a cubicle, a car, a park.  There are no truly God-forsaken places.  Isn’t that cool? 

 

Any Time 
 And finally we see here that God can make himself known to anyone, any 

place, any time.  God can make himself known at any time.  Spirituality is all the rage 

today.  All this talk about experiencing the supernatural doesn’t make people balk as 

much any more.  Stories of spiritual encounters abound.  But there’s a difference between 

the faddish, New Age spiritualities around today and the spirituality the Bible talks about.  

First of all, Jacob didn’t just encounter some vague, higher power or some divine energy.  

He encountered a specific deity who identified himself clearly – “I am the Lord, the God 

of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac” (28:13).  He’s not containable, but he is 

definable.  He’s this and not this.  He’s unique.  He’s a particular, personal God.  That’s 

the first difference. 

 But the second is that with today’s pop spiritualities there are generally things you 

do to prime the pump, so to speak.  There are positions you have to sit in, mantras you 

chant, paraphernalia you use, techniques, books and videos you have to buy.  It’s a 

meeting that you initiate.  This is different because it’s totally unsolicited. 
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 Remember: Jacob doesn’t have a relationship with God yet.  He has no religious 

agenda.  He’s running for his life.  Jacob is not looking for God.  God comes looking for 

Jacob.  God just shows up.  And while the timing couldn’t be better (he’s lonely and 

homeless and God promises to be with him and bring him home), it’s certainly not 

predictable.  It comes out of nowhere. 

 Even the imagery presented as part of the vision connotes the unsolicited nature 

of God’s visitation.  “He saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to 

heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it” (28:12).  Older and 

other translations have ladder, but that’s a bit misleading.  We’re not to think of a single, 

vertical ladder with rungs wide enough for one angel to go up or down at a time.  It’s a 

much more expansive picture than that.  Angels (plural) were ascending and descending 

at the same time.  The angels signify the royal presence.  The physical reality is pealed 

back and Jacob gets a glimpse into the real reality behind what we see, a portal to the 

regal throne room of the transcendent God, surrounded by his multitudes of angelic hosts. 

 Stairway is a better translation because it’s the word for a massive siege ramp.  

Most likely what Jacob is seeing is a ziggurat.  We’ve talked about these ancient religious 

structures before in Genesis, but to refresh your memory they were kind of like step 

pyramids, reaching up into the sky.  And they were used religiously.  A ziggurat was 

essentially a landing pad for the gods.  It was a human effort at enticing the god(s) to 

come down.  The priests would go up and put out food for the gods.  It was an attempt to 

meet the deity in the middle.  Ziggurats in the ancient world were perfect representations 

of every religion throughout human history – we barter with the gods and meet them at 

least half-way. 

 This ‘ziggurat’ is different, however.  Jacob didn’t build it.  It simply appeared 

out of nowhere.  Jacob doesn’t entice God with cookies and milk.  There’s no meeting in 

the middle.  God either comes down all the way and stands above/beside Jacob or clears 

the way for Jacob to see him standing at the top of the stairs, depending on how we 

translate the Hebrew in v. 13.  But either way Jacob doesn’t climb up the ladder and get 

to God.  God makes himself known to him. 

 Unlike the Led Zeppelin song from the 70s, this is not a stairway you can buy; it’s 

provided for you, dropped down out of heaven.  And so it’s not really a stairway to 

heaven as much as it is a stairway from heaven.  It’s different than all the other ziggurats 

in that it involves no human cooperation.  It’s all God’s initiative.  God can make 

himself known at any time, like when you’re not even looking for him! 

 And there’s a response from Jacob.  When God makes himself known there’s 

always a response that’s elicited.  But even Jacob’s response to God’s unilateral grace is 

far from perfect.  God made himself known to this sinner, in the most unusual place, and 

at the most unexpected time and his promise to Jacob had no IFs.  There was no 

bargaining.  It was unconditional.  I will… I will…  I will…  Look at how Jacob 

responds: “Then Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘IF God will be with me and will watch over 

me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I 

return safely to my father’s house, then the Lord will be my God and this stone that I 

have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give me I will give you a 

tenth’” (28:20-22). 

 IF!  It’s not the best way to respond to God – If you do this, God, then you can be 

my God; if you give me this, God, then I will tithe.  What this reveals is that Jacob’s still a 
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trickster and con-man trying to nail down a deal with God.  God introduces himself to 

Jacob and Jacob doesn’t become perfect overnight.  In fact, we never do.  It’s a long 

process of refinement, which we will see in Jacob’s life as we go through it – he comes 

back a different man than when he left, but it took 20 years!.  One person I read referred 

to Jacob as “another of God’s reclamation projects” and put it this way: “It is important to 

see that God does not wait until people ‘arrive’ at spiritual maturity before making 

overtures to them.”
2
  God can make himself known to any one, any place, any time. 

 

Jesus 

Now, where does Jesus fit in to this story?  That’s the question I always ask when 

I see or hear about different spiritualities.  What does this do with Jesus?  It’s interesting 

that when you look at the life and ministry of Jesus you see that Jesus embodied all this 

stuff: Jesus came for sinners, Jesus democratized sacred space, and Jesus showed up to 

people at the most unexpected times. 

 

Jesus came for sinners – He said things like, “The Son of Man came to seek and to save 

what was lost” (Lk. 19:10) and, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I 

have not come to call the righteous, but sinners” (Mk. 2:17).  Paul could say, “Here is a 

trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners – of whom I am the worst” (1Tim. 1:15).  Jesus hung out with the people you’d 

least expect the Son of God to be with – prostitutes, tax-collectors, ‘sinners’.  One person, 

commenting on the scandal of grace evident in God’s pursuit of someone like Jacob, said, 

“The difficult part for us is that this is not an incidental religious curiosity in the Bible.  It 

is, rather, a persistent theme which runs toward that strange company gathered around 

Jesus.”
3
  Jesus came for sinners. 

 

Jesus democratizes sacred space – Jesus made clear in his ministry that he made the 

temple obsolete.  He told a woman in Jn. 4 that a time was coming and had then begun 

when people wouldn’t have to go to sacred spaces to meet with God, but would worship 

him everywhere.  We don’t need a priest, we don’t need a sacrifice, we don’t need a 

special place.; Jesus replaces all that. 

 

Jesus can show up at anytime – Think of the stories of the men out fishing.  Just another 

regular work day.  And then Jesus walks in to their lives and calls them to follow him and 

they drop everything and go.  I also think of the famous story of Saul (later Paul) on the 

road to Damascus to persecute the Christians there and Jesus appeared in front of him, 

blinding him with his glory and forever changing the trajectory of his life.  This is how 

Jesus works.  He invades people’s lives. 

 

Jesus embodies the God that can make himself known to anyone, any place, 

anytime.  But there’s one more thing.  This is really cool.  Turn with my if you would to 

John 1:51.  In this story, Jesus has just told Nathanael something about him that he 

shouldn’t have been able to know.  Then Jesus says this (amazing!) – “‘You shall see 

greater things than that.’  He then added, ‘I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, 

and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.’”  What’s he 

saying?  He’s alluding to Genesis 28 and the ‘Jacob’s ladder’.  The Son of Man was how 
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he referred to himself.  Jesus is saying that he is the ladder!  He is the stairway between 

heaven and earth!  Jesus is the go between. 

 Remember what Jacob’s response was when the Lord appeared to him?  “He was 

afraid” (28:17).  You see, for God to make himself known to you is not necessarily a 

happy thing.  He’s not a happy-go-lucky God that you can just nonchalantly encounter.  

He is holy, high and mighty, and everyone who actually does encounter him in the Bible 

has some reaction like – I should die now!  God should smoke me.  You and I should be 

afraid to be in God’s presence, but God has made a way through Jesus. 

1 Timothy 2:5 says, “There is one God and one mediator between God and men, 

the man Christ Jesus.”  Jesus is the go-between.  He is the stairway.  He came down.  

And he died to take the holy wrath of God that we sinners deserve so that we could be 

with God and not be smoked.  It’s because of Jesus that God can make himself known 

to any one, any place, any time. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
May God be gracious to you and bless you and make his face shine upon you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, May 25, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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