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Text 
When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see, he called for Esau his older son 

and said to him, "My son." "Here I am," he answered. 
2 
Isaac said, "I am now an old man and don't know 

the day of my death. 
3 
Now then, get your weapons-- your quiver and bow-- and go out to the open country 

to hunt some wild game for me. 
4 
Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it to me to eat, so that I 

may give you my blessing before I die." 
5 
Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When 

Esau left for the open country to hunt game and bring it back, 
6 
Rebekah said to her son Jacob, "Look, I 

overheard your father say to your brother Esau, 
7 
'Bring me some game and prepare me some tasty food to 

eat, so that I may give you my blessing in the presence of the LORD before I die.' 
8 
Now, my son, listen 

carefully and do what I tell you: 
9 
Go out to the flock and bring me two choice young goats, so I can 

prepare some tasty food for your father, just the way he likes it. 
10 

Then take it to your father to eat, so that 

he may give you his blessing before he dies." 
11 

Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, "But my brother Esau is 

a hairy man, and I'm a man with smooth skin. 
12 

What if my father touches me? I would appear to be 

tricking him and would bring down a curse on myself rather than a blessing." 
13 

His mother said to him, 

"My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get them for me." 
14 

So he went and got them 

and brought them to his mother, and she prepared some tasty food, just the way his father liked it. 
15 

Then 

Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her older son, which she had in the house, and put them on her 

younger son Jacob. 
16 

She also covered his hands and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins. 
17 

Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread she had made. 
18 

He went to his father and 

said, "My father." "Yes, my son," he answered. "Who is it?" 
19 

Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your 

firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game so that you may give me your 

blessing." 
20 

Isaac asked his son, "How did you find it so quickly, my son?" "The LORD your God gave me 

success," he replied. 
21 

Then Isaac said to Jacob, "Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know whether 

you really are my son Esau or not." 
22 

Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, "The 

voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau." 
23 

He did not recognize him, for his hands 

were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he blessed him. 
24 

"Are you really my son Esau?" he asked. "I 

am," he replied. 
25 

Then he said, "My son, bring me some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my 

blessing." Jacob brought it to him and he ate; and he brought some wine and he drank. 
26 

Then his father 

Isaac said to him, "Come here, my son, and kiss me." 
27 

So he went to him and kissed him. When Isaac 

caught the smell of his clothes, he blessed him and said, "Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field 

that the LORD has blessed. 
28 

May God give you of heaven's dew and of earth's richness-- an abundance of 

grain and new wine. 
29 

May nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, 

and may the sons of your mother bow down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those who 

bless you be blessed." 
30 

After Isaac finished blessing him and Jacob had scarcely left his father's presence, 

his brother Esau came in from hunting. 
31 

He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to his father. 

Then he said to him, "My father, sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your blessing." 
32 

His father Isaac asked him, "Who are you?" "I am your son," he answered, "your firstborn, Esau." 
33 

Isaac 

trembled violently and said, "Who was it, then, that hunted game and brought it to me? I ate it just before 
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you came and I blessed him-- and indeed he will be blessed!" 
34 

When Esau heard his father's words, he 

burst out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his father, "Bless me-- me too, my father!" 
35 

But he said, 

"Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing." 
36 

Esau said, "Isn't he rightly named Jacob? He 

has deceived me these two times: He took my birthright, and now he's taken my blessing!" Then he asked, 

"Haven't you reserved any blessing for me?" 
37 

Isaac answered Esau, "I have made him lord over you and 

have made all his relatives his servants, and I have sustained him with grain and new wine. So what can I 

possibly do for you, my son?" 
38 

Esau said to his father, "Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless 

me too, my father!" Then Esau wept aloud. 
39 

His father Isaac answered him, "Your dwelling will be away 

from the earth's richness, away from the dew of heaven above. 
40 

You will live by the sword and you will 

serve your brother. But when you grow restless, you will throw his yoke from off your neck." 

 

Introduction 
Two Sundays ago, we were first introduced to the famous twins of Genesis: Jacob 

and Esau.  If you were here two Sundays ago, you heard about the doctrine of 

election/predestination/sovereignty of God, or in other words, how the Bible describes 

God as the One who freely chooses in a way that is completely independent of what we 

do and don’t do.  I’d like to say it was one of the best sermons on that topic, but I don’t 

want to sound like I’m just saying it because Nathan is the preacher at IBC.  If you were 

not here, I really recommend that you go to www.immanuel-baptist.net and listen to the 

sermon MP3 on line (you can also download the sermon manuscript).  In it, Nathan does 

a tremendous job preaching on the often controversial, but very important reality of God 

as revealed in the Bible.  If I may recap his sermon, it is that this “choosing God” 

(electing/ predestining/sovereign God) is gracious (i.e. good, kind, and merciful).  It is 

not that he is good and merciful despite of his questionable quality of choosing at his will 

without any input from us, but that he is gracious precisely because he chooses despite 

the input from us.  God is gracious because he chooses to lavish his love to those whose 

actions and the motivations of their hearts are far from loving him.  Thus, we who are 

graciously and unconditionally chosen by God can say with Paul, “Here is a trustworthy 

saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners – of 

whom I am the worst” (1Tim. 1:15). 

Today’s sermon is Part II of that sermon two weeks ago.   I’m sure there will be 

Parts III, IV, and more as we proceed because the writer of Genesis wants to make sure 

that the readers understand that it is this sovereign and gracious God who is behind every 

turn and every corner of the unfolding of the Genesis story. 

Many of you here today are professing Christians; some are not.  By the way, if 

you are those who are not professing Christians, Immanuel Baptist Church welcomes 

you.  We really hope you can feel free to ask questions and dialogue with us afterwards 

and come back next Sunday, and the next, and the next!  I’ll be honest.  We want to 

convince you that what we believe is true, but we really hope you feel the freedom to 

really explore it.  But, whether you are a Christian or not, I’d like to ask all of you this 

morning to take a journey into the world of the Bible.  I’ve said many times how I love 

movies.  I think one of the main reasons I like watching movies is because I enjoy 

entering into the world that a movie creates.  And if the particular movie’s world offers 

truths that my inner being echoes with, then I call that movie a good movie.  So please.  

Enter with me the world of the Bible this morning. 

This biblical world was spectacularly created in six days by its Creator God.  As 

the crowning climax of the creation, God made a man and a woman, and gave them the 

world to enjoy and to govern it, take care of it, and grow it.  In doing so, they were to 
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reflect the creativeness and the goodness of their Creator God.  But soon they became 

suspicious of their Creator God’s intentions, and they decided to run their own world by 

willfully rejecting their Creator God’s rule over them.  This the Bible calls the Fall which 

is followed by the devastating curse that skewed and messed up all of creation: the 

weather got wacky, the thorns and weeds made the farming difficult, hatred and violence 

characterized the human relationships, and the relationship between the Creator God and 

the people was severed.  As someone put it, the paradise has become a desert.  Literally, 

the curse fell on the whole world.  But like any fairy tale, the curse was not without a 

glimmer of hope: one day, someone will come to break the curse and make all things 

right again. 

The glimmer of hope becomes a little brighter as Abraham comes onto the scene.  

God explicitly pronounces that he is doing something about the curse, that he is starting 

the restoration program with Abraham and will continue that program through 

Abraham’s descendants.  And the story we have today tells us that God’s restoration 

program will not be stopped by anything; not even by those who are supposed to “run” it.  

Once God picks you to be in his restoration program, he will not change his mind even 

when you screw up pretty good. 

Helen and I stayed at a resort in Williamsburg, VA, last weekend.  We may 

appear to be people with pretty good heads on our shoulders, but we are the biggest 

suckers for deals.  So we were suckered into purchasing this time-share thing because the 

salesman did a good job convincing us that we were getting such a deal!  Well, after 

having slept on that decision and doing some research, we realized that we spent a lot of 

money for a not-so-good deal.  So we asked for a refund the next day; and thank God 

they had the seven-day cancellation period.  We got our refund.  We changed our mind 

because we didn’t like it anymore. 

God’s restoration program has no refund, no exchange policy.  He will not change 

his mind; nor will he be persuaded to change his mind.  God picks some questionable 

characters into his restoration program, people with some major issues.  And God will not 

change his mind on them.  His call on your life or his blessing on your life is irrevocable.  

In another words, once you are his, there’s no refund or exchange.  So Nathan’s sermon 

two weeks ago was that God is gracious because he chooses to bless sinners.  Today’s 

sermon is Part II: God is gracious because he continues to choose to bless sinners. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Background and Context 

Jacob – the new main character in Genesis 

Abraham was the main guy in the story of Genesis for about 12 chapters.  His son 

Isaac, then, took the center stage for just about two chapters.  Now enters another main 

character – Jacob, the younger of Isaac’s twin sons.  Jacob will be the main guy in the 

story for the next nine chapters or so.  Actually Jacob does not die until the very last 

chapter of Genesis.  And oh, by the way, the people of Israel got their name from Jacob – 

we will see in chapter 32 that God changes Jacob’s name to Israel (it is one of my 

favorite chapters in the Bible).  So Jacob is a big deal. 

 

Main Characters in Today’s Story 
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Jacob: 

Nathan talked about what kind of person Jacob was.  He was sort of a miracle 

child.  Rebekah couldn’t have a child for a while.  Isaac prayed to God, and God 

answered by giving her twins.  But even when the kids were in their mother’s womb, this 

strange oracle is spoken by God about the twins: “Two nations are in your womb, and 

two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, 

and the older will serve the younger” (Gen. 25:23). 

Even from his birth, Jacob shows that there’s something not-likable about him.  

Or more bluntly put: something slimy about him.  To begin with, the way he makes his 

entrance into the world is by grabbing onto his brother’s ankle.  While his brother’s 

working hard to get out of his mother’s womb, Jacob is just freeloading by letting his 

brother do all the work.  He’s described as a “quiet” guy, but someone who’d be awake at 

night scheming about how to get ahead in this world.  You see it from the incident when 

he made Esau sell his birthright to him.  There’re always two sides to a story, but you 

could understand if someone were to call Jacob a slime-ball. 

 

Esau: 

How about Esau?  Well, we know that he is a hairy dude and a redhead.  I don’t 

know, but that sounds like a deadly combination to me – you’re a redhead, and really 

really hairy.  He is a guys’ guy.  He likes the outdoors.  He likes hunting and is a good 

athlete. 

Esau, however, is described to be a man of little values.  He doesn’t have much 

respect for traditions or morals, it seems.  He seems to be a guy who is driven primarily 

by his sensuality in a broad sense of the word.  He wanted to instantly fix up his hunger 

problem rather than showing some restraint and discipline for the sake of honor and 

propriety.  It is also telling that Esau married not one but two Hittite women.  We saw 

how Abraham went to extremes to make sure that his son Isaac does not marry a 

“foreign” woman who may distract him from the God of the promise.  Here, we read that 

Esau had no qualms about marrying women of the culture and religion that would greatly 

conflict with the ways of the God of his father Isaac and his grandfather Abraham. 

 

(A side comment about mixed-ethnic marriage): 

Let me just spend a short time digressing and talking about the mixed ethnic 

marriage.  First, it is totally wrong for us to use this text to say that a Korean should 

marry a Korean and Chinese marry a Chinese.  And if you are a quarter Filipino, quarter 

Chinese, quarter German, and quarter Ethiopian, you are out of luck – you’d better expect 

to be single the rest of your life.  We have to understand it in the context and the history 

of the passage.  It was extremely important for Abraham, and Isaac who were living at 

the time when people worshipped many different “gods” that they make sure they pass on 

to their children and their children’s children the reality that they are worshippers of this 

one God who is far different than any other gods other people worship.  So they were to 

be extremely careful not to marry people who would influence them to lose this 

distinction. 

So today, the principle still stands.  Be careful about marrying someone who will 

lead you away from your devotion to the God revealed in Jesus Christ.  But, it does not 

mean that you cannot marry a Chinese if you are a Korean.  Believe it or not, I know of 
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Korean Christian parents who tell their children that they should only marry a Korean; 

and their argument is based on texts like today’s. 

 

Isaac and Rebekah: 

What about Isaac?  He is a meditative man.  He was praying in the field when he 

first met his wife, Rebekah.  He prayed to God on behalf of Rebekah for her barrenness.  

He did not retaliate when the Philistines kept taking the wells he dug.  But he was not 

without faults.  Last chapter, we saw that he does the same slimy thing his father used to 

do when scared for his life – pawn off his wife for his safety. 

Rebekah is described to be a beautiful woman, and a woman who takes the 

initiative.  I bet she was a Tomboy.  When Abraham’s servant met her by the well, she 

took the initiative not only to offer him a drink, but also water the camels.  And she had 

no hesitation when she said “Yes” to marry someone she’d never met before even though 

her “Yes” meant leaving the comforts of her familiarity to go to a place far from home. 

What was Isaac and Rebekah’s marriage like?  Well, it started out great I believe.  

The scene of their first meeting in the field and their union that soon followed was 

tenderly described at the end of Chapter 24.  It says that Isaac loved her and was 

comforted by her.  But sadly, sin has a way of messing up good things.  Isaac, when 

confronted with his fear, cowardly sacrificed his wife for his own safety.  The Bible does 

not mention anything about what went through Rebekah’s mind during this ordeal.  But, 

I’m sure you can guess that it must have been pretty hard for Rebekah to swallow.  And 

I’m sure the marriage relationship must have not been the same since. 

Also, we are told of the favoritism within the family.  Isaac favored Esau, the 

man’s man, but Rebekah favored Jacob, the quiet momma’s boy.  You could imagine the 

unspoken, but yet heavily felt rift in the family. 

 

Grand Theft Blessing (as in Grand Theft Auto) – Today’s Story 

So we now have some background information about the four main characters in 

today’s story. 

The story begins with Isaac, who by now is really old and can barely see.  He 

calls Esau to go hunt some wild game and make him tasty soup so he can bless him 

before he dies.  It seems to make sense.  Isaac likes Esau: he likes Esau’s soup.  And Esau 

is the firstborn after all.  Isaac’s sensing that his death is imminent; and he wants to eat 

his favorite meal and bless his firstborn son before he dies.  Well, there’re several things 

that are not quite right about this picture, but we will come back to them later. 

As Isaac speaks to Esau, Rebekah overhears it.  Apparently, she was not in on 

Isaac’s decision to impart his dying blessing to Esau.  Rebekah, favoring Jacob over 

Esau, quickly tells Jacob about the situation and basically initiates an undercover 

operation, a heist.  She wants Jacob to go in as Esau and steel the blessing while Esau is 

away hunting.  You can sense Rebekah’s strong personality coming out here as she 

basically says to Jacob: you do what I say, Son.  Jacob is initially nervous about the plan, 

but decides to go along with it.  So Rebekah cooks up a dish which she knows Isaac will 

love.  And Jacob goes in with goat skins wrapped around his hands and his neck. 

What happens next is a highly intense and suspenseful scene: Isaac and Jacob 

sitting alone in the same room.  Jacob brings in the stew Rebekah made and begins his 

act.  His first line: “My Father”.  When Isaac asks him who he is, he commits his first 
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blunder.  His reply overemphasizes his assumed identity.  He says, “I am Esau, your 

firstborn.”  Jacob just simply could have answered, “I’m Esau”, but the Hebrew 

construction he uses emphasizes that he is Esau: “Esau I am truly” besides adding that he 

is the firstborn.  It’s kind of like this.  Let’s say you broke a vase by playing football in 

the living room even though your wife told you a thousand times not to play football in 

the living room.  And when she finds the vase broken, she asks you, “Honey, do you 

know what happened to the vase?”  And you answer her, “I did not break the vase when 

the football landed on it and knocked it off the table.”  Not a very good start for Jacob. 

Jacob commits his second blunder when Isaac asks him how he was able to find 

and hunt the animal so quickly.  Jacob gives the lamest answer ever: “God helped me.”  

Or, “Uh… It was a miracle!”  Isaac by now is getting a little suspicious.  But, remember: 

he cannot see and most likely lost much of his other senses as well.  Things get tenser as 

Isaac asks Jacob to come closer and actually touches him.  And the goat-skin costume 

actually works! 

Isaac asks Jacob once more if he really is Esau.  And this time, Jacob simply 

replies, “Yes,” not wanting to give it away with his voice.  Isaac is convinced enough to 

proceed.  He asks the food and the drink to be served; and Jacob and Isaac are now fully 

participating in the “pre-blessing” meal.  Jacob is probably thinking to himself, “Why 

does my father eat so slowly?  Hurry up, old man!  Esau can come back any time now!” 

Finally, Isaac’s spirit is high and is ready to utter his blessing over Jacob who he 

thinks is Esau.  Isaac asks Jacob to come close and kiss him – the final hurdle.  But, when 

Isaac catches the smell of the clothes Jacob is wearing, which are, by the way, Esau’s, 

Isaac is satisfied that it is truly Esau and his heart stirred to give his blessing for his 

favorite son, Esau – only it is Jacob, and not Esau, who is receiving that blessing.  I’ll go 

more in detail about the content of the blessing later. 

As soon as Isaac finishes his blessing and Jacob scarcely leaves his room, Esau 

comes back from hunting.  He prepares the food and goes into Isaac’s room, happily 

anticipating the blessing.  But what happens next is one of the most emotionally charged 

scenes in the Bible.  Esau comes in with the food and jovially announces to Isaac that it’s 

time for blessing!  Isaac is extremely troubled when he realizes that he’s been deceived.  

The commentator Gordon Wenham says, “Isaac is gripped by uncontrollable trembling.  

[the word] ‘trembling’ [expresses] intense fear and alarm by itself.  Here it is 

supplemented by the congnate noun ‘trembling’ and superlative adjective ‘very great’.  

Hebrew can hardly express Isaac’s panic more graphically.”  And similarly when Esau 

realizes what’s just happened, he lets out a loud scream.  Again Wenham writes, “Isaac’s 

extreme panic is matched by his son’s extreme distress.” 

What’s done cannot be undone.  The blessing of the firstborn was uttered and its 

efficacy is set in motion for Jacob.  What is more, Isaac put all his blessings in one bag 

intended for Esau.  Now it went to Jacob, there’s nothing left for Esau! 

Whether you can call it a blessing or a curse, Isaac, however, utters the oracle 

concerning Esau and his future generations.  One could say if there’s any consolation for 

Esau, it is the last line in the oracle: “But when you grow restless, you will throw his 

yoke from off your neck.” 

 

Everyone is Guilty, Especially Isaac 
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The first glance of the story seems to put Jacob and Rebekah in the villain 

category and Isaac and Esau in the victim category.  After all, Jacob clearly lied to and 

deceived his old father.  And Rebekah was the heartless engineer of the Grand Theft 

Blessing.  Esau clearly seems to be the victim because he didn’t do anything wrong 

except being happily obeying his father’s desire for tasty stew and for blessing him.  

Isaac’s only guilt is that he is too old to decipher his second son from this his first, right?  

Well, it turns out there’s more to the story. 

It’s true that Esau is a victim of the trickery here.  But, we saw earlier how he 

turned out to be a man who had little reverence for honor and values.  He had no qualms 

about marrying two Hittite women – a complete break from the important family 

tradition.  Nor did he have any regard for his privilege as the firstborn (he was quick to 

“sell” it for a bowl of soup).  He just did not possess the qualities of someone who is 

worthy of carrying on the name and the values of his family. 

But, Isaac shows some major issues here.  First, his decision for a private blessing 

session exclusively with Esau is not usual.  Elsewhere in the Old Testament, we see that a 

dying man summons all his close male relatives and blesses them publicly.  Especially 

given the fact that Jacob, though the younger, was Esau’s twin brother, it is odd that Isaac 

keeps this very important ordeal secret from Jacob and even from his wife, Rebekah. 

Furthermore, Isaac says that he doesn’t know when he will die and uses it as the 

reason for this hurried and unconventional blessing session.  Often the people in the Old 

Testament hoped to know when death was imminent in order to summon the family, 

make the final farewells, and leave their final instructions.  It seems certain that Isaac has 

his mind set on blessing Esau and giving nothing to Jacob. 

Isaac’s decision becomes even more problematic when one considers that Esau’s 

irreverence to the family custom in marrying two Hittite women causing bitter distress 

for his parents.  In fact, we don’t hear anything about Isaac’s involvement in Esau’s 

marriage, not even a hint of him attempting to intervene.  This is striking in comparison 

to the extent his father Abraham went to secure a suitable wife from his own family for 

Isaac. 

Isaac’s request to Esau, “Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it to 

me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing before I die” echoes the time when Esau 

sold his birthright for a bowl of tasty stew earlier. 

When Rebekah was pregnant with the twins, God spoke to her that the older will 

serve the younger.  Isaac must have known that. 

It is peculiar that Isaac is so bent on blessing Esau over Jacob.  Could it be that 

Isaac just did not like the oracle that exalted the younger son Jacob over the firstborn 

Esau?  Besides, Esau was the man of the field, the skillful hunter, the man’s man, the one 

who can make really tasty soup just like his father loved.  “Yes, Esau caused him and his 

wife heartache when he married two Hittite women, but that’s in the past.”  Isaac was 

determined to put Esau back to where he belonged – the place of the firstborn.  Isaac was 

determined to put “right” what God did “wrong” by choosing the younger over the older.  

Isaac had his own heist in mind.  He was simply not going to see the younger mamma’s 

boy son usurp his favorite firstborn. 

What is clear, then, is that every character in the story today is guilty.  Esau: 

guilty in his irreverent and hedonistic approach to life.  Rebekah: guilty in her 

engineering the heist (the end does not justify the means).  Jacob: guilty in participating 
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in the heist (he was a slimy guy to begin with).  And Isaac: guilty in fighting against 

God’s will. 

 

God’s Choosing will Remain Unchanged 

You may be thinking, “Ok.  This is an interesting story.  But what is the point?”  

Well, I’ve been thinking that for the last four weeks since I knew I was going to preach 

on this text.  I think that key to the story is to see that even though everyone in the story is 

shady one way or the other God carries through with his promise to bless.  Two weeks 

ago, Nathan addressed one facet of God’s choosing: He is gracious in his choosing to 

bless because no one deserved his blessing to begin with. 

Today’s story showcases another facet of God’s choosing: He is gracious in his 

choosing because he does not change his mind when those whom he chose don’t act like 

they deserve his choosing at all.  Or another way to say it is that nobody or nothing can 

undo God’s choosing. 

We’ve seen this time and time again from Genesis.  The world God created was in 

full riot against its Creator when Abraham came into the scene.  Abraham was no saint; 

in fact, he was a moon worshiper who had no love or affection for the true God who 

created him and loved him, let alone any knowledge of him.  God graciously revealed 

himself to Abraham and chose him to be the father of the new people of God whom God 

was going to raise up to be the light to the rioting world that there is one true God they 

must bow down to.  And through this people, God was going to work his salvation so that 

what went terribly wrong at the Fall can be made right.  Did God change his mind when 

Abraham terribly messed up – like pawning off his wife Sarah as his sister, sleeping with 

the servant girl Hagar, and doubting God’s promise over and over again?  No, God did 

not change his mind.  He did not bring in the substitute.  Did God change his mind when 

Isaac did the same thing his father did – pawning off his wife as his sister?  No, he did 

not.  And God was not going to change his mind about Jacob even though Jacob had 

nothing attractive about him even from his birth! 

And God made sure Isaac understood this.  Isaac did not like God’s choice.  He 

wanted Esau, not Jacob.  And Isaac was going to try to sneak one in on God; he was 

going to pull a fast one on God.  But God is not fooled.  O, praise God that he is not 

fooled or tricked by anyone!  Rather, God turned Isaac’s scheme on his own head; and 

Isaac “trembled with great trembling.” 

Let me make some clarification here before I go on.  This does not mean as long 

as you are chosen by God, you can do whatever you want and expect no consequences 

for your actions.  Do you think Abraham and Sarah’s marriage was the same after 

Abraham pawned her off as his sister?  How about Isaac and Rebekah’s marriage when 

Isaac did the same to her?  You can bet that hurt their marriage relationship deeply.  Is 

Rebekah excused for engineering the trickery because what she wanted was in line with 

what God had in mind after all?  Well, as a result of her plot, though successful, she 

would never see her favorite son again.  She sends Jacob away to her brother’s house 

thinking that it will be a short while until he can come back when Esau’s anger subsides.  

But she never knew that it would be the last time saying goodbye to Jacob.  And Jacob?  

He will pay dearly for his deception all throughout his life.  Jacob, the smooth operator, 

will be one-upped by his uncle Laban later when he is tricked into marrying Leah when it 
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was Rachel he wanted.  So there are consequences to our actions.  God is just and not lax 

on right and wrong. 

But he is gracious in that he will not stop loving you when you mess up; and he 

will not take back his promise when you act like a complete idiot who shows no 

worthiness for such a wonderful promise. 

 

Isaac’s Blessing – Future-Oriented 

We must remember that even though Isaac utters this blessing, it is God’s 

blessing.  It is God who is blessing Jacob through Isaac. 

Let’s now look a little more closely at the content of the blessing Isaac 

pronounced on Jacob.  I believe that in the process we will be able to get a better 

understanding of how this blessing has anything to do with us in this day and age. 

First is the blessing that has to do with agriculture: “May God give you of the dew 

of heaven and the richness of the earth an abundance of grain and new wine.”  Ok, that 

sounds like a good blessing.  Farming most likely was the main business back then.  So 

wishing someone success in his business sounds obvious enough.  Well, however, you 

must remember that Isaac and his household at this point were nomads.  Their main 

livelihood was herding, not farming.  So why is Isaac saying this?  What this tells us is 

that Isaac’s blessing is future-oriented.  It’s forward looking, just like all other blessings 

we encountered in Genesis. It is the same with the blessing on Abraham and the blessing 

on Isaac.  They are one in the same. 

So Isaac’s blessing on Jacob is nothing more and nothing less than a confirmation 

of what God already promised that he will do.  It’s a confirmation that God is doing what 

he said he will do.  God will establish his people through Abraham’s descendents; and 

Jacob is going to be one of them. 

Similarly the rest of the blessing is forward looking: “May peoples serve you and 

nations bow down before you.  Be lord over your brother and may your mother’s sons 

bow down before you.  Cursed are those who curse you, and blessed are those who bless 

you.”  Jacob, in his life time, never really ruled over Esau.  Later in Genesis, you will see 

that when Jacob is forced to meet Esau, he trembles with fear (this is when he wrestles 

with God).  This lording over brothers is better actualized in Joseph, one of Jacob’s 

twelve sons, when his older brothers bowed to him thinking that he is a high ranking 

Egyptian officer. 

But, my point is this: what Jacob is getting from Isaac is not a lump sum of 

inheritance that will make him instantly wealthy.  Of course, the blessing means that God 

has set his affection on you and will take care of you.  But, the blessing, especially in 

Genesis, is God pronouncing to the recipient of the blessing that he is included in the 

grand plan of God redeeming the broken world and that he will play a part in it. 

Jacob did not know it then, but by the end of his difficult life he would come to 

understand this: he was blessed with a blessing that is bigger than his life, and that the 

blessing’s fulfillment was to come in the generations to follow after him.  And Jacob 

himself would become a believer of this blessing and thus would bless his twelve 

children before he dies.  You will see in Genesis 49 that Jacob’s blessing for his twelve 

children is flavored with anticipation for the future, and longing for the consummation of 

what God promised him. 

The writer of the New Testament book, Hebrews, puts this nicely in chapter 11.   
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“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  By faith 

he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in 

tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  For he was 

looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  By 

faith Abraham, even though he was past age – and Sarah herself was barren – was 

enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the 

promise.  And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.”  Note: 

Abraham only had one child of the promise when he died. 

“All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive 

the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they 

admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.  People who say such things show 

that they are looking for a country of their own.  If they had been thinking of the country 

they had left, they would have had opportunity to return.  Instead, they were longing for 

a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, 

for he has prepared a city for them.” 

“By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.”  This is 

interesting since Isaac did not look like he did anything by faith when he tried to leave 

Jacob out of the blessing.  However, Isaac, after realizing that he blessed Jacob rather 

than Esau, he does not reverse it which is a sign of his “acceptance” of God’s will. 

“By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and 

worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff.” 

But listen to this.  The writer of Hebrews finishes this chapter this way: “These 

were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised.  

God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be 

made perfect.”  God had planned something better for us so that only together with us 

would they be made perfect?  What does that mean? 

It means that we, who live in the year 2008 in Chicago, are not only the recipients 

of the blessing Jacob received from Isaac, but also the recipients of the fullness of that 

blessing.  People like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did not see the full realization of the 

blessing they received.  They knew that the blessing was bigger than their life; so they 

welcomed it from a distance; they longed for it. 

The fullness of the blessing has begun to be realized when Jesus came.  See, 

God’s restoration program began as soon as Adam and Eve sinned and brought the curse 

into the world.  The restoration program was announced to Abraham that the program 

would involve a people God chooses.  And the restoration program promises a glorious 

resting place, a settlement, a city made by God.  But, there was always one problem – sin.  

It doesn’t make sense to fill the new and glorious city of God with the same old sinners 

who have no appreciation for it or its maker and who will trash it again eventually.  The 

total restoration program would not be complete without somehow making the recipients 

of the promise a people who genuinely appreciate their giver, whose inner beings are 

filled with love and affection and glad submission to their God, and who will take care of 

this new and glorious city with true justice and brotherly love.  So the total restoration 

program called for deep cleansing and renewing of hearts.  And Jesus, the Son of God 

and the heir of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, was going to be the One who would do that.  
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So John the Baptist cries out when he sees Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world!”  And Jesus, as he breathed his last on the cross, pronounces, 

“It is finished!” 

If God has opened your eyes and you became a believer of Jesus, you are blessed.  

You are blessed not because all your business endeavors will be prosperous, not because 

you will have no serious illnesses in your life, and not because you will live to be 110 

years old in a nice comfortable home, but because you have become the recipients of the 

fullness of the blessing Jacob went undercover to steal from his brother.  You are blessed 

because of what Romans 8:15-17 says: “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a 

slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry, ‘Abba, 

Father.’  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Now if we 

are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 

share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.” 

You have become the children of God who are promised the eternal glory!  But 

what is more?  Listen to Romans 8:37-39: “No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 

neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  There’s nothing that will change God’s 

mind on you.  There’s no power anywhere on earth or in heaven that will persuade God 

to seek an exchange or a refund on you. 

If you are not a believer in Jesus, then heed God’s prompting today to receive his 

blessing in Christ.  And Christians, know that you live in the blessing that is bigger than 

your life.  Then live with a gusto and courage.  Live with freedom and with generosity.  

Live with thankfulness and grace.  You can afford to be gracious and merciful and 

generous; you can afford to be cheated on because you are blessed with this eternally rich 

blessing!  And one another thing: don’t waste your time trying to run away from God’s 

will or try to weasel your way out of it.  Because you can’t.  His will is for your good.  

He won’t have it any other way because he loves you.   You will find sweetness and 

comfort when you surrender to it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Hobin Lee on Sunday morning, May 18, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 


