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Text 
Abraham was now old and well advanced in years, and the LORD had blessed him in every way. 

2
 He said 

to the chief servant in his household, the one in charge of all that he had, "Put your hand under my thigh. 
3
 

I want you to swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will not get a wife for 

my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living, 
4
 but will go to my country and my 

own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac." 
5
 The servant asked him, "What if the woman is unwilling to 

come back with me to this land? Shall I then take your son back to the country you came from?" 
6
 "Make 

sure that you do not take my son back there," Abraham said. 
7
 "The LORD, the God of heaven, who 

brought me out of my father's household and my native land and who spoke to me and promised me on 

oath, saying, 'To your offspring I will give this land'-- he will send his angel before you so that you can get 

a wife for my son from there. 
8
 If the woman is unwilling to come back with you, then you will be released 

from this oath of mine. Only do not take my son back there." 
9
 So the servant put his hand under the thigh 

of his master Abraham and swore an oath to him concerning this matter. 
10

 Then the servant took ten of his 

master's camels and left, taking with him all kinds of good things from his master. He set out for Aram 

Naharaim and made his way to the town of Nahor. 
11

 He had the camels kneel down near the well outside 

the town; it was toward evening, the time the women go out to draw water. 
12

 Then he prayed, "O LORD, 

God of my master Abraham, give me success today, and show kindness to my master Abraham. 
13

 See, I am 

standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the townspeople are coming out to draw water. 
14

 May it 

be that when I say to a girl, 'Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,' and she says, 'Drink, and I'll 

water your camels too'-- let her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this I will know that 

you have shown kindness to my master." 
15

 Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar 

on her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, who was the wife of Abraham's brother 

Nahor. 
16

 The girl was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever lain with her. She went down to the spring, 

filled her jar and came up again. 
17

 The servant hurried to meet her and said, "Please give me a little water 

from your jar." 
18

 "Drink, my lord," she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and gave him a 

drink. 
19

 After she had given him a drink, she said, "I'll draw water for your camels too, until they have 

finished drinking." 
20

 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, ran back to the well to draw more 

water, and drew enough for all his camels. 
21

 Without saying a word, the man watched her closely to learn 

whether or not the LORD had made his journey successful. 
22

 When the camels had finished drinking, the 

man took out a gold nose ring weighing a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels. 
23

 Then he 

asked, "Whose daughter are you? Please tell me, is there room in your father's house for us to spend the 

night?" 
24

 She answered him, "I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milcah bore to Nahor." 
25

 And she 

added, "We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as room for you to spend the night." 
26

 Then the man 

bowed down and worshiped the LORD, 
27

 saying, "Praise be to the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, 

who has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my master. As for me, the LORD has led me on the 

journey to the house of my master's relatives." 
28

 The girl ran and told her mother's household about these 

things. 
29

 Now Rebekah had a brother named Laban, and he hurried out to the man at the spring. 
30

 As soon 

as he had seen the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister's arms, and had heard Rebekah tell what the 
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man said to her, he went out to the man and found him standing by the camels near the spring. 
31

 "Come, 

you who are blessed by the LORD," he said. "Why are you standing out here? I have prepared the house 

and a place for the camels." 
32

 So the man went to the house, and the camels were unloaded. Straw and 

fodder were brought for the camels, and water for him and his men to wash their feet. 
33

 Then food was set 

before him, but he said, "I will not eat until I have told you what I have to say." "Then tell us," Laban said. 
34

 So he said, "I am Abraham's servant. 
35

 The LORD has blessed my master abundantly, and he has 

become wealthy. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, menservants and maidservants, and 

camels and donkeys. 
36

 My master's wife Sarah has borne him a son in her old age, and he has given him 

everything he owns. 
37

 And my master made me swear an oath, and said, 'You must not get a wife for my 

son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live, 
38

 but go to my father's family and to my 

own clan, and get a wife for my son.' 
39

 "Then I asked my master, 'What if the woman will not come back 

with me?' 
40

 "He replied, 'The LORD, before whom I have walked, will send his angel with you and make 

your journey a success, so that you can get a wife for my son from my own clan and from my father's 

family. 
41

 Then, when you go to my clan, you will be released from my oath even if they refuse to give her to 

you-- you will be released from my oath.' 
42

 "When I came to the spring today, I said, 'O LORD, God of my 

master Abraham, if you will, please grant success to the journey on which I have come. 
43

 See, I am 

standing beside this spring; if a maiden comes out to draw water and I say to her, "Please let me drink a 

little water from your jar," 
44

 and if she says to me, "Drink, and I'll draw water for your camels too," let her 

be the one the LORD has chosen for my master's son.' 
45

 "Before I finished praying in my heart, Rebekah 

came out, with her jar on her shoulder. She went down to the spring and drew water, and I said to her, 

'Please give me a drink.' 
46

 "She quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder and said, 'Drink, and I'll water 

your camels too.' So I drank, and she watered the camels also. 
47

 "I asked her, 'Whose daughter are you?' 

"She said, 'The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom Milcah bore to him.' "Then I put the ring in her 

nose and the bracelets on her arms, 
48

 and I bowed down and worshiped the LORD. I praised the LORD, 

the God of my master Abraham, who had led me on the right road to get the granddaughter of my master's 

brother for his son. 
49

 Now if you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell 

me, so I may know which way to turn." 
50

 Laban and Bethuel answered, "This is from the LORD; we can 

say nothing to you one way or the other. 
51

 Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her become the wife 

of your master's son, as the LORD has directed." 
52

 When Abraham's servant heard what they said, he 

bowed down to the ground before the LORD. 
53

 Then the servant brought out gold and silver jewelry and 

articles of clothing and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave costly gifts to her brother and to her mother. 
54

 

Then he and the men who were with him ate and drank and spent the night there. When they got up the next 

morning, he said, "Send me on my way to my master." 
55

 But her brother and her mother replied, "Let the 

girl remain with us ten days or so; then you may go." 
56

 But he said to them, "Do not detain me, now that 

the LORD has granted success to my journey. Send me on my way so I may go to my master." 
57

 Then they 

said, "Let's call the girl and ask her about it." 
58

 So they called Rebekah and asked her, "Will you go with 

this man?" "I will go," she said. 
59

 So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her nurse and 

Abraham's servant and his men. 
60

 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, "Our sister, may you increase 

to thousands upon thousands; may your offspring possess the gates of their enemies." 
61

 Then Rebekah and 

her maids got ready and mounted their camels and went back with the man. So the servant took Rebekah 

and left. 
62

 Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. 
63

 He went out to the 

field one evening to meditate, and as he looked up, he saw camels approaching. 
64

 Rebekah also looked up 

and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel 
65

 and asked the servant, "Who is that man in the field coming 

to meet us?" "He is my master," the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered herself. 
66

 Then the 

servant told Isaac all he had done. 
67

 Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married 

Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death. 

 

Introduction 
Welcome!  Alright, let’s dig right in.  Last week in this ongoing story of God’s 

promise to save sinners and restore the world we looked briefly at the introduction of a 

gal named Rebekah, then the death of the matriarch Sarah, and finally the teeny-tiny, 

itsy-bitsy little beginning fulfillment of the promise of land to Abraham when he bought a 

burial plot for his wife Sarah.  The main point was that these people (and people of faith 

in their God today) live for something beyond their own lives.  There’s a bigger story that 
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Christians see themselves a part of and they find great meaning and purpose in playing 

their small role in the larger plan of God that spans millennia – a plan to redeem the 

whole world, a plan which he has begun to bring to fulfillment in the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus. 

Today we’re going to look at one way, not the only way by any means, but a 

major way that we can live beyond ourselves and have an impact beyond our lives and 

play a part in a grand-scale project that is remaking and restoring this fallen world order. 

What I’m going to talk about today is radically counter-cultural, especially in a 

city-center context like ours.  I’m going to talk about marriage.  People today are 

delaying marriage and family indefinitely or putting it off altogether.  40 years ago the 

average man got married by age 23.  Today it’s 27.  In 1970 36% of the adult population 

in America was unmarried.  In 1980 it was 39%.  In 1990 it was 41%.  And in 2000 it 

was 44%.  There are roughly 86 million single adults in America today.
1
  All those 

numbers are higher in city-centers like ours. 

I read a great book chronicling this phenomenon in cities.  It’s called Urban 

Tribes: Are Friends the New Family.
2
  In it Ethan Watters explains the lifestyle of 

urbanites under 40 who are postponing or avoiding altogether getting married and 

“settling-down.” Let’s face it: marriage is not a top priority for most people in our city 

today.  Most of the people that come to this church are also young and single. 

So I fully realize that some of you may think what I have to say today has nothing 

to do with you.  What I say may make some of you mad.  It may seem old-fashioned; 

maybe even socially repressive.  But if you want to live for something bigger than your 

life then hear me out.  For those of us living in the metanarrative of Scripture and not for 

selfish pursuits and who want to see this city transformed over the long-haul to look more 

like the city of God coming at the end of time what I’m going to talk about today must be 

a key part of our strategy. 

Besides, statistics still show that 91% of you will be married at some time in your 

life.  So it’s just practical to see what the Bible has to say about marriage and finding a 

mate. 

Today’s passage in Genesis is all about Isaac getting his wife, Rebekah.  One 

person I read this week made this comment – “It is interesting that the longest chapter in 

Genesis is given over to discussion of marriage and not, say, to the creation of the world 

or the covenant with Abraham.”
3
  This topic gets a lot of attention, and so we’re going to 

give it a lot of attention today.  Should be fun.  In short, what I want to communicate 

today is just this (it’s actually from Proverbs 18:22): he who finds a wife finds a good 

thing. 

 

Let’s pray… 

 

The Story 
 Like I said, this is the longest chapter in Genesis.  Let me just go through the story 

somewhat fast here and then we’ll step back and see what it might have to say today. 

 With this chapter we see the fading out of Abraham and the ascendancy of the 

next major figure – Isaac.  We’re going to hear the last words of Abraham recorded in 

Scripture today.  It’s kind of sad. 
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 We were introduced to Abraham’s brother Nahor’s kids at the end of chapter 22 

and Nahor’s granddaughter Rebekah.  She’s going to rise to prominence in this chapter 

too. 

Chapter 24 starts off with Abraham (now-widowed, really old, but “blessed in 

every way”) calling in his number one servant.  There’s one more thing that needs to be 

done. 

But first, who was this servant?  Some have speculated that this is Eliezer, the guy 

mentioned back in 15:2 as Abraham’s heir at the time, now supplanted by Isaac.  We 

don’t know, but if so, what a display of humility and loyalty! 

 Anyway, whoever he is he’s Abraham’s trusted servant and Abraham has him put 

his hand under Abraham’s thigh to make an oath.  Now the English translations are being 

tame here.  Really he puts his hand on Abraham’s genitals.  Weird!  I personally like the 

way we swear oaths today – putting our hands on a Bible.  But they didn’t have a Bible 

back then (it wasn’t written) so they used others things almost as precious.  Abraham’s 

“thigh” was the avenue through which God’s grand promises to Abraham had begun to 

be fulfilled.  It was the place where Abraham bore the mark that he belonged to God 

(circumcision).  And it was where Eliezer had his hand when he swore an oath that he 

would get a wife for Isaac.  Weird!  I know! 

 But this was serious business.  “Not just any woman will do, and certainly no 

Canaanite woman will do.”
4
  Abraham wanted his trusted servant to go get a wife for his 

son from his own relatives back in Mesopotamia.  It wasn’t that Abraham’s relatives back 

home were Yahweh worshippers.  Only Abraham and his household were (and those 

affected by him like Melchizedek).  So there were no other Yahweh worshippers to 

marry!  So that’s not what’s going on here. 

It is that the son of the promise couldn’t be allowed to marry someone from 

among the pagan peoples where he was supposed to live.  The Canaanites were the 

people that God’s people would have to constantly resist assimilating into all throughout 

their history.  There was an element of distinction that needed to be maintained.  And as 

one person put it, “This also allows the Israel of Moses’ audience to understand that the 

people that they are to drive out of the land are not related to them in any way.”
5
 

She couldn’t be “from the daughters of the Canaanites” (v. 3).  She can’t come 

from here and Isaac can’t go there either.  It would be too risky.  They couldn’t abandon 

the land of the promise, the land God had called Abraham to and sworn to give to his 

descendants. 

 So the servant promised to do these things and then removed his hand from 

Abraham’s crotch, loaded up ten camels with a bunch of goodies, and headed off for the 

city of Nahor.  It was at least one month’s journey away.  And he gets there in the span of 

one verse.  He was a man on a mission. 

 He strolls into the edge of town one day around night time.  It’s the normal time 

for women to go and get the water for the evening and the next day from the well.  The 

servant, before he does anything else, prays.  “O Lord, God of my master Abraham, give 

me success today, and show kindness to my master Abraham” (v. 12).  And then he sets 

up this sign with God.  How is he going to know who the one is?  He asks God to make it 

clear to him by letting there be a woman who offers him water (no big deal; normal) but 

also offers to water his camels.  Now that is a big deal.  Camels were like the SUVs of the 

day.  Instead of a gas guzzler, they were water guzzlers with 25 gallon tanks.  So think 
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about it, if each camel (and how many were there again?) could drink 25 gallons that 

makes for 250 gallons of water drawn up from a well with a bucket!  That’s a big deal. 

 Before the servant could finish praying (I love this) he gets distracted.  This 

woman walks by with a jar on her shoulder.  It was Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, the 

son of Nahor, the brother of Abraham.  Look at how this woman is described: she’s 

attractive (v. 16 – “the girl was very beautiful”); she’s single and sexually pure (v. 16 

again – “a virgin; no man had ever lain with her”); she’s industrious (v. 16); she’s 

respectful and compassionate (v. 18), she’s hospitable (v. 25), she’s even kind to animals 

(v. 19)! 

 And that’s the clincher.  After she gave Abraham’s servant a drink she offered to 

water his camels.  She wasn’t asked.  This was her own idea.  And remember: 10 camels 

at 25 gallons of water!  So this woman was hot, but she was no Paris Hilton.  She could 

work!  And to work she went.  Perhaps it took an hour, maybe more.  And the servant just 

sat and watched.  It seems kind of rude, but he couldn’t believe his eyes.  As soon as she 

finished he busted out the jewelry (some things never change; in fact it seems that nose 

rings are coming back in style, but I don’t they’ll replace diamond rings). 

 At this point the servant knew he had found his woman and after she offered a 

room for him in her father’s house and fodder for his camels, what did he do?  He 

dropped to his knees and worshipped God – “Praise be to the Lord, the God of my master 

Abraham, who has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my master.  As for me, 

the Lord has led me on the journey to the house of my master’s relatives” (v. 27).  It’s 

amazing how God guided him so perfectly and things just clicked.  Have you ever 

experienced that?  When things just click and fall into place.  It can happen in a moment.  

It happens all the time with dating.  I know a story… 

 As the story goes on it’s kind of unclear where Rebekah’s dad is.  It seems he’s 

still alive, but probably ill or old because Rebekah’s brother Laban takes the main role of 

protector.  He plays prominently in much of the rest of Genesis and we see his character 

is a little shady.  He’s an opportunist and his eye is caught by the bling.  But there’s also 

got to be a bit of noble intentions in his relationship to his sister. 

 Laban invites Abraham’s servant into the family’s house, offers him food, and 

listens to his story.  Before the servant eats he recounts the whole story, every detail, 

starting back at his commission and including his prayers and thoughts upon reaching the 

well and also including news of how Abraham is doing in the far off land of Canaan.  He 

concluded with, “Now if you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; 

and if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn” (v. 49).  No nonsense.  Pretty 

direct. 

 Laban consulted with his dad and they agreed.  They also received a bunch of 

stuff for the bride price – “costly gifts” it says in v. 54.  And Rebekah got a girls dream – 

jewelry and a new wardrobe.  They spent the night and then the next morning the servant 

was ready to go back.  Rebekah’s mom and brother wanted ten days to say goodbye.  It 

all happened so fast.  But they ran it by Rebekah and we see that she’s ready to go now.  

What makes a young woman willing to do this – pick up and leave family and go 

hundreds of miles away with a stranger?  Was it just the gold and silver?  Or was the 

Lord stirring in her heart to make this strange God appealing to her?  We don’t know. 

 She packs her bags and gets to take her maids.  And as she’s mounting the camels 

to leave, her family blessed her with a routine blessing – “Our sister, may you increase to 
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thousands upon thousands; may your offspring possess the gates of their enemies” (v. 

60).  Little did they know all the ways that would come true. 

 The caravan makes the trek back to the Promised Land and in v. 62 we read about 

Isaac.  It’s a beautiful scene.  Can you picture it in your mind?  He’s the kind of guy who 

would go out in the field at night to meditate and pray to the Lord.  He knows what the 

servant’s gone to do.  But he doesn’t know when he’ll come back or what he’ll bring.  

And this night while he’s praying he looks up and happens to spot a camel line cutting 

across the horizon.  Let me just read the text from here because it’s so beautiful: 

 

Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac.  She got down from her camel and 

asked the servant, “Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?”  “He 

is my master,” the servant answered.  So she took her veil and covered 

herself.  Then the servant told Isaac all he had done.  Isaac brought her 

into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah.  So she became 

his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s 

death. 

 

It kind of sounds like the ending of a Hallmark made-for-TV-movie, doesn’t it?  But it is 

a tender moment.  Rebekah has filled the spot vacated by Sarah.  The promise is moving 

forward.  And a young man gets a wife.  It’s a beautiful thing. 

 

Application 
 What does this say to us today?  Have your dad hire someone to go get you a wife 

from Russia?  Probably not.  We shouldn’t look to Genesis 24 for specifics as much as 

principles.  And the basic principle is that he who finds a wife finds a good thing. 

Marriage is a good thing.  Numerous studies have shown that married men and 

women live longer, are happier, and have better sex.  Marriage is also the bedrock 

foundation of any society.  Healthy marriages translate into lower crime rates, less state 

monies spent on social welfare programs, and a better economy.
6
  So marriage is a good 

thing. 

But if you’re a Christian then you’re a part of this same, larger, unfolding story 

that Isaac and Rebekah found themselves in.  God has called you to join something 

bigger than yourself, to live for something beyond your life.  That’s your goal in life.  

That’s what you live for – the advancement of his kingdom in this world.  That’s the 

purpose of your life; not the American Dream, not climbing the corporate ladder, not 

retirement, not a nice comfortable middle-class life, not being famous, but the 

advancement of Christ’s kingdom.  Would you agree? 

And here’s what I want to tell you: as part of that God has called you to one of 

two things: either singleness for his kingdom or marriage for his kingdom. 

 

Singleness for the Kingdom 

 I want to make sure I’m clear here that not everyone is called to marriage.  Jesus 

was single.  Paul was single.  And in their teaching both Jesus (Mt. 19:11-12) and Paul 

(1Cor. 7) not only validated singleness, but extolled it as a great thing.  Single people can 

do things for the kingdom that married people can’t do as well, like pick up and move to 

another part of the world.  They can do riskier things because people aren’t as dependant 
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on their lives.  They also have more time for ministry, study, service, because they don’t 

have a spouse and kids. 

The church needs single men and women as part of its strategy to bring the gospel 

to the world.  We need single men and women as part of our strategy to reach this city 

and plant churches all throughout it!  Do you see the point?  Singleness is seen as an asset 

for kingdom advancing. 

The problem is most people approach singleness in one of two ways.  First, there 

are those who are single, but don’t want to be.  You find this in both men and women, but 

probably more so with women.  They really want to be married, but for a variety of 

reasons nothing is happening and it consumes you and as time passes you become bitter, 

angry, despairing.  And what happens is you can waste years of your life complaining 

and moping that you could have spent for the kingdom. 

The call to singleness may be for your whole life.  Or it may be for a season, a 

stage.  If you’re single right now then God has called you to singleness.  And singleness 

is not a time to complain.  It’s a time to utilize the unique advantages afforded to you by 

being single to do radical, crazy things for God.  And, doing that just so happens to be a 

great way to find people of the other sex who are doing radical, crazy things for God.  

And who knows, perhaps God will call you to marry one of them.  Don’t waste your 

single years, whether they’re brief or your entire life, but see them as a chance to 

uniquely contribute to the advancement of the kingdom. 

The other way, however, that many people approach singleness (especially 

nowadays and in our setting) is selfish.  For many, being single is a time to be free, see 

the world, go backpacking in Europe, dabble a little bit in all your crazy, self-serving, 

vain fantasies.  Get married?  No way!  I’m in my twenties.  It’s my time to live it up, to 

enjoy not being tied down, to wander through life, to experience the city life.  What a 

waste! 

If you really believe you’re just a blip in a massive metanarrative you’ll see that 

your single years are not a time to loaf, try new beers, sleep in, perhaps have a string of 

girlfriends or boyfriends that will give you all the ‘fun’ of a relationship without any of 

the commitment, and to basically suck all the marrow out of life and then maybe get 

married some day, as if marriage is a boring, dull thing that you do only after you’ve 

made sure to do all the fun stuff first.  How pathetic!  Don’t waste your single years 

living like the TV sitcoms tells you is cool.  It’s not.  It’s a sad waste! 

If you’re going to be single, see it as a calling from the Lord and therefore an 

opportunity to live all out for the kingdom of God in ways that married people can’t.  If 

you’re gonna be single it’s gotta be for kingdom reasons! 

 

Marriage for the Kingdom 

 Now, let’s talk about marriage.  Most people in American still will get married.  

And marriage is what God calls a majority of his people to.  It’s the way he designed us 

from the beginning – man, woman, one flesh…  But most people and I would wager 

perhaps most Christians look at marriage from a worldly, selfish perspective too.  Bridal 

magazines and soap operas perpetuate every girl’s dream of a fairy tale wedding.  What’s 

after that?  Well, you just live happily ever after.  Well, what does that look like?  Men 

see it as a sign of maturity and respect.  You get married, have 1.8 kids, and move to a 

big house in the suburbs with a white picket fence.  And if you’re a Christian it just 
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means you have a Jesus fish bumper sticker on the minivan you haul your kids to soccer 

practice in. 

 I want to suggest that if you are single you be single for the kingdom and if you 

are married you are married for the kingdom.  What does that look like?  We’ve talked a 

little bit last week about the purpose of marriage is as a means to get you more of God – 

it’s an environment designed to help you have God as your absolute greatest joy.  Your 

marriage is also a means of spreading the kingdom of God in the midst of this fallen 

world. 

 Look with me if you will at Jeremiah 29.  This is a hugely formative passage for 

our understanding of God’s call on us as a church in the city.  This is a letter written from 

the prophet Jeremiah to a group of Israelites exiled to the major, pagan city of Babylon in 

the 6
th

 century B.C.  They wanted to just put life on hold, huddle together in a little 

ghetto, and wait until they could return to the Promised Land (which they thought was 

going to be soon).  Jeremiah tells them it’s not going to be soon.  That they are called to 

be faithful to God in that city.  In fact, in 29:7 they’re called to “seek the peace and 

prosperity of the city to which [God had] carried [them].”  They were to affect the city, to 

infuse it with an alternate reality, to make it a better place, a city more like the city of 

God.  And how were they to go about this?  Verse 4: 

 

This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 

carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and settle 

down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and have sons and 

daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, 

so that they too may have sons and daughters.  Increase in number there; 

do not decrease” (Jer. 29:4-6). 

 

 They were to be there a long time and to make an impact and how do you do that?  

Well to make a lasting difference on the complex structures of a city it takes a 

commitment to investing deeply in those structures.  So it means putting down roots, 

building houses, cleaning up the neighborhood, making it productive, investing in the 

economy, advocating for the schools.  And the epitome of settling down in a 

neighborhood is getting married and having kids there that get married and have kids 

there.  That’s how you change a city. 

 If Christians are really living for something beyond their lives they will stop 

fleeing from the cities and abandoning the culture in pursuit of selfish gain and comfort 

and will settle down and work for the peace and prosperity of the cities.  If this church is 

going to have any impact on changing this city, it’s going to be through the establishment 

of homes.  Our strategy will require a large number of families settling in and raising 

their kids in the city over the long haul and helping reach other families in the city with 

the gospel. 

 We will embrace the single life and welcome the contribution singles can make to 

the kingdom.  But we also desperately need more marriages and more healthy marriages.  

Marriages that last.  Not all marriages will have to have kids, but you better have good 

kingdom reasons for not if you don’t.  One of the other elders here at Immanuel – Hobin 

has been married for 12 years to his wife Helen and they haven’t had kids.  But they’ve 
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been freed up to do some pretty crazy things for the kingdom as a result.  Just having 

marriages that are healthy and last in our culture is in and of itself a positive thing. 

I saw a documentary recently about how they brought western civilization to 

Australia.  It was a penal colony full of men.  The governor laid out his plan and sent a 

request to the homeland of England that they send women over so they could marry the 

men.  That was how Australia was turned from a lawless place into a civilized nation.  

Promoting marriage, establishing homes, raising kids to know the gospel and discipling 

them to follow the Lord will be one way that the kingdom of God will advance in a fallen 

world. 

 

Men’s Roles 

 So, if you’re still tracking with me and I haven’t pissed all of you off yet, I think 

the Bible has some ideas for how to go about doing this.  The first thing is that we need 

men to grow up and be men.  In case you haven’t noticed there’s a mandemic in our 

culture, an acute mantropy sweeping society.  Where are the tender warriors; the godly, 

heroic, strong, loving men?  It seems that we have either sissy, limp wristed losers or 

chauvinist, macho jerks.  And for some reason the church seems to attract the former. 

 We need a few good men.  We need men to grow up and leave their father and 

mother, get a job, get their money in order, and get a wife.  We need men who love God 

with a radical, risk-taking flavor and therefore give their lives to something bigger than 

always finding the easy way out and the only suffering they encounter is from tennis 

elbow from playing too much Wii.  Men need to stick their neck out and pursue a 

woman. 

 Men: Submit to God by being the leaders/initiators.  Have courage.  Go get a 

wife!  Repent and step up to the plate and be a man. 

It’s unfortunate that 60% of church goers in America are women, but in this case 

that means good odds for you.  If you want to get married you’ve got to look in the places 

where you’re going to find godly women.  It’s inconceivable for a Christian to live for 

the something beyond their lives (i.e. the kingdom of God) and then marry someone who 

doesn’t.  The Bible is clear on this, guys – “Do not be unequally yoked” (2Cor. 6:14; cf. 

1Cor. 7:39 Dt. 7:3-4).  There needs to be a distinction.  It’s off limits for a Christian to 

marry a non-Christian.  Don’t even get involved romantically.  Trust me, it will be a 

mess.  They will pretend and tell you what you want to hear.  You’ll get emotionally 

entwined.  And 99% of the time you will come down to their level spiritually.  It’s not 

good. 

So during your singleness, serve God with all your heart and then one day you’ll 

look around and see a woman doing the same.  Listen: you most likely won’t find them 

online or at a singles bar.  You want to pick a woman who will be a good wife and 

mother, not just a pretty face.  Remember: you’re looking for a godly legacy, not just a 

fun weekend.  Read Proverbs 31 to see what you should be looking for. 

And guys: don’t play the field.  Either be single for the kingdom or set your sights 

on one godly woman.  Get to know her from a distance for awhile with friends, observe 

her character and then make your move.  Don’t be afraid.  Step up and take it like a man, 

stick your neck out.  So what if she says no.  Ladies: you can say no… but give em a 

chance… 
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Alternative to Dating 

And for those of you who haven’t checked out yet, I’ll keep going.  Genesis 24 

seems so irrelevant because the culture is so different from ours today.  But I think there 

are some ways that we can use it to critique our culture, especially when it comes to 

dating and courtship and all that.  Men: if possible, you should submit to your dads and 

involve them in the process of finding a wife.  Not always, but in many cases.  Abraham 

plays a role in helping Isaac get a wife. 

Parents’ roles in the process have been all but eliminated in modern America.  It’s 

interesting to study the history of our culture’s views on dating.  The whole idea of dating 

is a relatively recent development.  In dating the relationship is privately overseen and the 

goal is not always clear.  The whole idea behind the phenomenon of dating is to pull the 

woman out of the home, outside of the protection of her father and her family.  And if 

you study the history (dinner and a movie, dinner and necking, dinner and sex, Playboy, 

birth control, Penthouse, radical feminism, cohabitation, legalized abortion, no-fault 

divorce, friends with benefits, 50% divorce rate, social colapse) the pattern I think you’ll 

notice is that in the end women get screwed.  I really don’t get it.  The whole current 

system, instead of being liberating to women, has done more to denigrate and use 

women.  It’s so sad.  We need a new culture where women are honored.  That’s what the 

church should be and be spreading. 

So guys, involve other people in your dating process.  If not parents, then pastors, 

older friends.  I don’t care if you call it dating, but be sure to have a purpose in it.  If 

you’re going to date you should be serious about marriage.  If you don’t think you can get 

married yet (you’re too young, you don’t have enough money, you’re not out of school) 

then don’t date!  Period.  Dating before marriage is an option is just stupid.  It just 

guarantees you or the girl will have emotional baggage and it’s generally an opportunity 

for sexual temptation and for physical intimacy levels to be way ahead of commitment 

levels. 

But let me also just encourage you that you don’t necessarily have to have a lot of 

money to get married.  Who says a wedding has to cost thousands of dollars.  Who says 

you can’t email the invitations and wear your best suit and have hot dogs for the 

reception?  Andrea and I lived off of an insanely low amount of money our first couple 

years of marriage.  So it’s possible.  Dating is for marriage.  And marriage is for the 

kingdom. 

 

Women’s Roles 

Women: let me talk to you for a bit.  You are called to submit to God by 

submitting to his timing and letting men pursue you.  [I really don’t want anyone to come 

back next week do I?]  Now don’t get me wrong, it doesn’t hurt to put yourself in places 

where men will notice you (read the book of Ruth).  But trust me on this one: you want a 

man who will pursue you.  That’s what you want. 

I would encourage you to have a protector (dad, brother, mom, spiritual brother).  

That’s what the church community should be like.  We should protect our younger sisters 

(1Tim. 5:2).  And if any jerk tries to demean and abuse them we step in and beat ‘em up. 

But I would also encourage you to not just sit there and wait for your ‘Prince 

Charming’ to sweep you off your feet.  Live your life all out for Christ, not for shopping 

or gossip or a vainglorious career.  Pursue qualities like godliness, holiness, humility, 
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hard-work, hospitality.  And prepare and live as if you’ll never be married and use your 

life for the kingdom, BUT be okay with your life being completely redirected when God 

brings a man your way.  Look at Rebekah’s life.  What a change of course… in one day! 

Rest in God’s Providence, knowing that, as J.I. Packer puts it, “[Christians] are 

never in the grip of blind forces (fortune, chance, luck, fate); all that happens to them is 

divinely planned.”
7
  Trust him.  And it can’t hurt (this goes for both men and women) to 

pray for your spouse, like Abraham’s servant did.  Because God has to do it!  My mom 

had me praying for my wife when I was a little kid.  Crazy, huh?  But look what it got 

me! 

 

Married Couples 

A quick word here for married couples.  When some hear this story about Isaac 

and Rebekah they think, “Oh they didn’t even know each other!?”  I’m not saying that we 

should return to arranged marriages, but there is something to the fact that you can simply 

choose to love the one you marry.  Don’t buy into what one person calls the “Greco-

Roman myth of romantic love” where Cupid shoots his arrows and love is seen as “a 

random, overwhelming, and uncontrollable force.”
8
  Don’t say, “Oh, I’ve fallen out of 

love with my husband or my wife.”  That’s not real love.  Love is a commitment.  

Whoever you’re married to, even if you think you may have married the wrong person, is 

who God has called you to love and it is possible.  You can have a healthy marriage. 

 

Jesus and His Bride 
 I’ve just said a lot of stuff, I know.  And there’s so much more that could be said.  

Perhaps some of it was new for some of you, offensive for others, helpful for a few.  

Some of you are really living without any purpose.  You’ve never thought about marriage 

in this way, as part of living for something bigger than yourself.  I encourage you to live 

all out for the kingdom.  I invite you to consider the story of the Scriptures and find 

yourself in it.  It’s a story that ends with a cosmic wedding! 

 Some of you may have realized you done it all wrong.  You’ve messed up.  

You’ve been a wimp.  You haven’t submitted to God in this area of your life.  You have a 

broken family.  You’ve had multiple partners.  You haven’t lived for the kingdom in your 

singleness or your marriage.  Maybe you’ve been looking for your identity in a 

relationship.  You feel dirty; that there’s no way you could wear white at your wedding 

day. 

 Here’s the good news.  God the Father sent his Son into the world to get a wife, to 

obtain a bride for himself – the church.  He paid the bride price for her, a costly gift – his 

very life.  He sacrificed himself for her to wash her in his blood, to make her pure and 

spotless, without stain or wrinkle.  If you put your faith in Jesus, you can be forgiven and 

joined to him forever and ever.  He is the perfect husband, who will never leave your nor 

forsake you. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
Whatever you do, whether you eat or whether you drink, whether you are single or 

whether you are married, may you do it all for the glory of God and for his kingdom! 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, April 20, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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