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Text 
Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. 
2
 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised 

him. 
3
 Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. 

4
 When his son Isaac was eight days old, 

Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. 
5
 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son 

Isaac was born to him. 
6
 Sarah said, "God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this 

will laugh with me." 
7
 And she added, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? 

Yet I have borne him a son in his old age." 
8
 The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was 

weaned Abraham held a great feast. 
9
 But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to 

Abraham was mocking, 
10

 and she said to Abraham, "Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that 

slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac." 
11

 The matter distressed 

Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. 
12

 But God said to him, "Do not be so distressed about the 

boy and your maidservant. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your 

offspring will be reckoned. 
13

 I will make the son of the maidservant into a nation also, because he is your 

offspring." 
14

 Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. 

He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the 

desert of Beersheba. 
15

 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. 
16

 

Then she went off and sat down nearby, about a bowshot away, for she thought, "I cannot watch the boy 

die." And as she sat there nearby, she began to sob. 
17

 God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God 

called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, "What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard 

the boy crying as he lies there. 
18

 Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great 

nation." 
19

 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the skin with 

water and gave the boy a drink. 
20

 God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became 

an archer. 
21

 While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt. 
22

 At 

that time Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his forces said to Abraham, "God is with you in 

everything you do. 
23

 Now swear to me here before God that you will not deal falsely with me or my 

children or my descendants. Show to me and the country where you are living as an alien the same 

kindness I have shown to you." 
24

 Abraham said, "I swear it." 
25

 Then Abraham complained to Abimelech 

about a well of water that Abimelech's servants had seized. 
26

 But Abimelech said, "I don't know who has 

done this. You did not tell me, and I heard about it only today." 
27

 So Abraham brought sheep and cattle 

and gave them to Abimelech, and the two men made a treaty. 
28

 Abraham set apart seven ewe lambs from 

the flock, 
29

 and Abimelech asked Abraham, "What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs you have set 

apart by themselves?" 
30

 He replied, "Accept these seven lambs from my hand as a witness that I dug this 

well." 
31

 So that place was called Beersheba, because the two men swore an oath there. 
32

 After the treaty 

had been made at Beersheba, Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his forces returned to the land of the 

Philistines. 
33

 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there he called upon the name of the 

LORD, the Eternal God. 
34

 And Abraham stayed in the land of the Philistines for a long time. 
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Introduction 
 We started the book of Genesis last fall, but we’ve been away from it for a few 

weeks for Easter.  For those of you who are just joining us (and for those who have 

forgotten) let me bring you up to speed. 

 Genesis is the first book of the Bible and it starts in the beginning.  It starts off 

with creation – God made an orderly world; humans are placed in it to image forth God, 

to create culture and societies that reflected his glory and goodness.  Everything was 

perfect.  But the first humans took matters into their own hands.  They rebelled/mutinied 

and thrust the whole world into disarray – environmental issues, relational issues, 

personal issues, ultimately stemming from issues with God.  Sin within, sin without, 

contaminating culture and society.  Genesis 1-11 traces that out through Adam and Eve, 

Cain and Abel, Noah and the Flood, all the way through the Tower of Babel and then we 

get to a turning point at the end of chapter 11 and beginning of chapter 12. 

 We’ve labeled this the shift from Primeval History to Patriarchal History.  We’re 

introduced to this guy named Abram.  Abram represents the beginning of God’s special 

plan for redemption of this world that will take up the rest of the Bible.  His name comes 

up over 300x in the Bible.  God promises to make him into a great nation through which 

all the nations of the earth will be blessed. 

 Then for the next 25 years we’ve been following Abram, later renamed Abraham, 

through all these ups and downs, high peaks and low valleys.  Ten years after the initial 

promise, Abraham and his wife Sarah were still barren.  How can Abraham become a 

great nation with no kids?  So in chapter 16 they took matters into their own hands.  

Abraham, at Sarah’s suggestion, took his slave girl, Hagar (whom he had picked up 

during one of his earlier faithless moments in Egypt) and slept with her and had a son by 

her – Ishmael. 

 But God later made it clear that this doesn’t count.  This isn’t what he had in 

mind.  Look at chapter 17, verse 19.  God has just told Abraham that Sarah will have a 

son.  Abraham laughs and asks, “Why can’t Ishmael work?”  Then God said to Abraham, 

“Your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac.  I will establish my 

covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.  And as for 

Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will 

greatly increase his numbers.  He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him 

into a great nation.  But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to 

you by this time next year” (17:19-21). 

 Shortly after this in chapter 18 the Lord visits Abraham and Sarah and reiterates 

this outlandish promise.  Sarah overhears the assertion and she laughs.  You see she’s 

ninety years old.  She hasn’t gotten pregnant all her life and now she’s gone through 

menopause.  It’s just funny.  My grandma Carter is having her 90
th

 birthday party next 

month.  We can’t wait to go.  The whole town will be there practically.  But can you 

imagine what would happen if she announced to everyone that she was pregnant!  I think 

I’d spit my punch out! 

 But do you remember the Lord’s response?  18:13 – “Why did Sarah laugh and 

say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’  Is there anything too hard for the 

Lord?  I will return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son” 

(18:13-14).  Is there anything too hard for the Lord?!  Is there anything he can’t do?  No, 

God can do anything! 
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 Chapter 20 – Abraham evidently didn’t take this too seriously because he goes 

and pawns Sarah off as his sister and she gets taken into another man’s house.  This was 

before paternity testing.  If Sarah sleeps with another man during this time and then gets 

pregnant there would be no way to know for sure whose child it was.  But God intervenes 

and protects Sarah and protects his promise… even though Abraham is a pretty slimy 

guy… still. 

 And today, in chapter 21, we finally see it happen.  Sarah bears a son to Abraham.  

They name him Isaac.  You’ve got to understand this is a miracle!  It’s utterly 

astounding!  Abraham and Sarah had tried for years to have a kid.  Then they tried to take 

matters into their own hands and make it happen with Hagar and Ishmael.  But God said 

No and waited another 15 years, until Sarah was completely shriveled up and then he 

opened her womb and gave her and Abraham a son, a son through whom he would go on 

with his plan to bring salvation to the whole world.  It’s a marvelous story.  And in short, 

the main point is just this: God has to do it. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Birth of Isaac 
 Let’s look here at how the birth of Isaac is related.  21:1 – “Now the Lord was 

gracious to Sarah.”  The actual Hebrew word for grace isn’t used here.  This translation is 

a bit of an interpretation.  But it’s true: this story is all about God’s grace to Sarah… and 

Abraham. 

 It goes on to say, “…[just] as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah [the Lord 

did for Sarah!] what he had promised.  Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to 

Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him” (vv. 1-2).  This is God’s 

grace.  This is God’s work.  And this is happening exactly as God had promised.  

Attention is drawn to that 3x here in the first 2 verses.  When God makes a promise he’s 

good for it! 

 And what’s more: this involves a miracle!  Abraham and Sarah had laughed in 

disbelief when God said he was going to do this.  Now that he has, they can do nothing 

else but put their hands over their mouths and giggle.  It says in v. 3 that “Abraham gave 

the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him.”  The name Isaac means laughter.  In v. 6 

Sarah says, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh 

with me.”  And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 

children?  Yet I have borne him a son in his old age” (vv. 6-7).  You generally see 90 

year old women with a nurse, but not nursing.  It’s hilarious. 

 It’s a miracle.  This is unmistakably God’s doing.  Abraham recognizes this.  And 

so he recommits himself to God.  He responds with total obedience to what God had 

commanded him to do back in ch. 17.  “When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham 

circumcised him, as God commanded him” (v. 4).  Isaac is marked off as belonging to 

God, the son of the promise. 

 

The Departure of Ishmael 
 Then we read that “the child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was 

weaned Abraham held a great feast” (v. 8).  Weaning usually happened back then around 

2-3 years old.  Infant mortality rates were high.  Kids were nursed longer to increase their 
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likelihood of survival.  And because making it to 3 years old was no guarantee, when it 

happened it was a big celebration.  So Isaac was not only miraculously conceived and 

birthed, but he survived and thrived.  He made it to weaning age and it was cause for 

joyous celebration.  Abraham threw a party. 

 But someone pees in the punch bowl, so to speak.  “Sarah saw that the son whom 

Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking” (v. 9), presumably Isaac.  Now 

get the right picture in your mind.  Ishmael is a teenager at this time.  In 16:12 God 

predicted of Ishmael that he would be “a wild donkey of a man.”  So picture a punk 

teenager with severe ADD.  He’s going to grow up to be kind of a thug.  “He lived in 

hostility toward all his brothers” (16:12; 25:18).  He wasn’t a nice kid. 

 Traditionally, it’s interpreted that he was making fun of Isaac, picking on him.  

You can picture it, right?  Poking fun, mocking him, laughing maliciously, 

antagonizing…  And the word is a word play on Isaac’s name.  But this same word is 

used elsewhere in Genesis in a different way.  In 26:8 when Isaac is grown and married to 

a woman named Rebekah he does the same thing his dad did and tries to pass her off as 

his sister.  And Abimelech looks out his window and it says “saw Isaac caressing his wife 

Rebekah.”  What that means exactly we can only guess, but it’s clear it’s something 

sexual.  The word translated caressing is the same word translated here as mocking.  It’s 

used similarly in ch. 39 when Potiphar’s wife is talking about Joseph.  So, one 

commentator I read was suggesting that there’s something more than mean-spirited 

banter going on here.  Sarah catches Ishmael molesting Isaac.
1
 

 We’re not sure.  But if that is what’s going on, it makes what happens next make 

more sense.  Sarah goes immediately to Abraham and says, “Get rid of that slave woman 

and her son, for that slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with my son 

Isaac” (v. 10).  She’s essentially calling for Abraham to cut Ishmael out of his will.  

That’s the language used here.  Perhaps an overreaction.  Definitely fueled by bitterness 

and jealousy and malice.  But it’s interesting to see how God responds to this seemingly 

rash and harsh decision. 

 Abraham is understandably distressed.  It’s clear that he loved his son Ishmael.  

But God comes to him and says, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your 

maidservant.  Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your 

offspring will be reckoned” (v. 12).  Sarah may have sinful motivations, but God says her 

conclusions are correct.  Abraham is supposed to get rid of Ishmael, because God is 

going to work through Isaac.  Isaac is the chosen line through whom God is going to 

work his salvation.  Ishmael will not live under God’s special covenant relationship. 

 Here we have the mystery of God’s sovereign choice.  The fact of the matter is 

that God does not set his saving affection on every person.  He doesn’t personally reveal 

himself and bind himself with a unilateral covenant of grace to everyone like he did with 

Abraham, with Isaac, with Jacob (as we’ll see).  Why?  To magnify his sovereign mercy.  

That’s what Romans 9:23 says.  But even knowing this there are still plenty of mysteries 

– “How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out” (Rom. 11:33)!  I 

know you have objections to this, questions… me too! 

 We will come back to this in a bit, but first just notice here how God, who knows 

Hagar and Ishmael are not part of his chosen people… notice how he cares for them.  We 

saw the same thing earlier in chapter 16 when Hagar was wandering in the desert.  We 
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don’t know the greater purposes of God in election, but we do know that God is tender 

and compassionate even to those who aren’t elect! 

 “Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave 

them to Hagar.  He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy.  She 

went on her way and wandered in the desert of Beersheba” (v. 14).  But the water ran out 

shortly.  Hagar found herself crying under a tree in a desert, watching her teenage boy 

laying under a bush nearby dying of thirst.  But God heard the boy crying and went to 

Hagar to comfort her and point her to a well where she could find water.  He promised 

her to look after her son and make him into a great nation.  Verse 20 says, “God was with 

the boy as he grew up.” 

 Here’s the point: only God knows who is and who isn’t part of his sovereign plan 

of salvation, but even those who aren’t he is concerned about and loving towards.  We on 

the other hand don’t know who is elect and who is not.  As J.I. Packer says, the non elect 

are nameless and faceless to us
2
 and we have no business trying to figure out.  We can’t.  

Therefore we treat everyone with love and compassion, even and especially those we 

may think aren’t part of God’s people.  That’s a clear implication of this text. 

 And, if you really think about it, that’s a clear implication of the difficult doctrine 

of election, predestination, God’s choosing.  If you don’t accept this mystery, then you 

won’t be able to truly love and care for those who are different than you, who believe 

differently than you, who practice sexuality different than you.  You’ll feel superior to 

other people because there was something you did that caused you to be favored by God.  

And superiority leads to oppression and exclusion.  Only the gospel of salvation by sheer 

grace apart from works can truly lead to tolerance and a uniquely non-oppressive identity. 

 

The Allegory of Two Women 

And we see this concept of salvation by grace as opposed to works here in this 

text.  Hagar and Ishmael are representative of something larger.  These are historical 

events, but the Apostle Paul uses them allegorically in Galatians chapter 4.  There he 

points out that Abraham’s “son by the slave woman [Hagar] was born in the ordinary 

way; but his son by the free woman [Sarah] was born as the result of a promise.  These 

things,” he says, “may be taken figuratively” (Gal. 4:23-24a).  Paul says to the Christians 

he’s writing to, “Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise” (Gal. 4:28).  In 

other words, Christians are not born in the ordinary way/according to the flesh but by the 

power of the Spirit. 

What Paul is saying Hagar and Ishmael represent is an approach to salvation that 

is dependent on human effort.  Abraham’s lack of faith and trust in God to remain true to 

his promises and do for him what he said he would do caused him to resort to his own 

initiative.  “Enough of this waiting on God to give me a son with Sarah.  I’m going to 

have sex with this young, slave girl.”  He took matters into his own hands, and God said, 

“Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will never share in 

the inheritance with the free woman’s son” (Gal. 4:30).  God said, “This doesn’t count!  

It will never work!  I’ve got to do it!” 

And that’s what Sarah and Isaac represent.  It was a total miracle!  There was no 

doubt that it was God’s doing.  He waited until the 4
th

 quarter with 2 seconds left!  He 

waited until Abraham’s “body was as good as dead – since he was about a hundred years 
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old – and… Sarah’s womb was also dead” (Rom. 4:19) to give them a son through whom 

the whole world would one day be saved.  This is God!  God did it! 

And that’s a lesson, Paul says, we all have to learn when it comes to our salvation.  

It’s about human effort vs. divine grace.  We have to give up trying to save ourselves – 

through good deeds, penitence, religious rituals (or lack of religious rituals), right 

thinking.(however you define that).  Really, this is what the first sin was in the beginning 

– the first humans saying to God, “I’ll do it, thank you very much!”  And ever since then 

we’ve all been a mess and we all know it deep down, that there’s something wrong, but 

we keep insisting on fixing it ourselves.  Like a strong-willed child we want to do it.  I 

heard a guy once say that a friend of his who operates a funeral home told him that Frank 

Sinatra’s song “My Way” is among the top songs played at funerals nowadays. 

Ishmael would not be Abraham’s heir.  He could not count as the fulfillment of 

the promise to Abraham.  It would be Isaac.  Why?  Because God had to do it!  Ishmael 

was a result of Abraham and Sarah’s own effort, short-cutting God and taking matters 

into their own hands. 

Here’s the thing: salvation has to be God’s doing.  That’s what Jesus is all about.  

That’s what we looked at last week.  Buddha’s last words were – “Strive without 

ceasing.”  Jesus’ last words were – “It is finished.”  Christianity is about the complete and 

total salvation that Jesus has accomplished on the cross on our behalf.  Partial assembly 

not required.  There’s nothing we can add to it.  It’s all been done for us.  And it’s in no 

way dependant on our effort or doing so that at the end of the day we get grace and Jesus 

gets glory. 

What’s more, there has to be a miracle of a supernatural new birth in us to cause 

us to really come to the end of ourselves and see Christ as the sole source of salvation.  

You have to be born again, regenerated, “born from above” and this is God’s doing.  He 

has to open your eyes by the power of the Spirit to see your need for Jesus and his 

provision and rest in him.  God has to do it!  I just want to encourage you that if God has 

brought you here today and caused you to realize that you’ve been involved in your own 

self-salvation project and that it isn’t working, then perhaps he’s supernaturally drawing 

you right now!  Perhaps he’s using me and working in your heart to cause you to give up 

the exhausting and futile attempts to save yourself and throw yourself on Christ’s mercy 

and let him be your righteousness. 

And when we realize that this is how it works – there’s nothing I’ve done to make 

myself better than other people – then and only then can we be the kind of people who 

really love all kinds of people, people that are different than us.  So many Christians 

don’t but that’s because they don’t really understand the gospel.  So many non-

Christians, progressives, liberals talk about tolerance, concern for the poor, but in the end 

they too are intolerant of the intolerant because they haven’t experienced the gospel.  

Only the gospel of God’s sheer grace apart from works will make someone able to love 

and care for those that are different from them – homosexuals, homeless, people of other 

faiths (you do realize don’t you, that Ishmael is the father of the Arab people and seen as 

a pivotal part of the Muslim faith?).  I could end the sermon right now, but there’s 

more… 

 There are also other implications of this principle that God has to do it.  Some of 

you today have trusted in Christ, but like Abraham have slipped back into a self-salvation 

mode.  This like the screen saver on all our souls.  It’s what we slip back into so easily.  
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It’s our default mode.  And what that may mean is that there are issues you are dealing 

with right now, struggles, questions, confusion.  And maybe you’re looking to me to 

solve them.  You expect a pastor to help you.  Or you’re frantically grasping after other 

people, the latest books, the newest strategies.  You’re searching everywhere, but not 

seeking God.  I can’t be your savior.  No one else can put your life together.  God has to 

do it!  Go to him. 

 I have to constantly remind myself of this in ministry.  Anything that’s going to 

happen as far as people getting saved, growing in their faith, churches getting planted, 

culture being changed, people ‘getting it’, etc… I can’t do any of it.  Nothing!  I can kill 

myself trying.  “If I just met with more people.  If I made more phone calls.  If I preached 

better sermons.  If I instituted more programs.  If I were only a little more winsome, 

likeable, personable, intelligent, articulate then I’d be more effective…”  I can do all 

these things by my effort or ingenuity, but nothing will happen unless God shows up.  I 

mean really happen.  Oh, there are tons of churches and pastors doing lots of cool stuff, 

but who gets the credit? 

 To me, this is where prayer comes in.  You’ve heard the saying generally ascribed 

to Martin Luther – “I have so much stuff to do today, I just have to spend the first 3 hours 

in prayer!”  He never actually said that.  And he like everyone else sometimes had a hard 

time spending 3 minutes in prayer.  But the idea is right.  There’s all this stuff that needs 

to happen and the temptation is to just rush right in and start doing it, start checking 

things off the list, start sending emails.  But if we think prayer is a waste of productive 

time, then we really think it’s us doing it.  God wants us to do less and pray more. 

 Let me just read a quote from a little booklet that convicts me every time I pick it 

up – E.M. Bounds Preacher and Prayer.  “What the church needs today is not more 

machinery or better, not new organizations or more and novel methods, but men and 

women whom the Holy Ghost can use – people of prayer, people mighty in prayer.”
3
 

 I called up John Yi this week.  He’s the guy our church is supporting and 

partnering with to plant a church in Maywood.  I was just seeing how things were going 

and what he was doing.  He’s opening a food pantry and having an open house for 

neighbors and having teams in to do survey work.  But it’s slow going.  He mentioned 

how a lot of people in his community are really into the prosperity gospel – you know: 

“Jesus wants to make you healthy and wealthy.  Belief it in your heart (and give me some 

of you money) and pretty soon you’ll be driving a BMW.  If not, you need to believe 

harder.” 

 I was thinking about this text and said to him, “You know, you’ll never outgrow 

this stage, but especially now what you need to do is just pray.  Because God has to do it.  

You can do it if you start preaching health and wealth.  You can draw a crowd.  But if 

you really want to see people helped by what will really meet their eternal needs, if you 

really want to see a movement of the gospel sweep across Maywood, before you get on 

your feet and start doing stuff you’ve got to get on your face and pray – recognize that 

God has to do it.” 

Do you really believe that God has to do it?  Here’s one way you can tell – do you 

pray?  Personal prayer, corporate prayer.  A great way to waste a Saturday morning is 

come to Saturday Morning Prayer Meeting every week at our place at 9:45 AM.  The 

summer we’re taking an all-church retreat to get away together and have fun.  And the 

theme will be prayer. 
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 You see we’re not supposed to be passive.  Think about this: Abraham still had to 

sleep with Sarah.  Think about it… okay now stop thinking about it.  We do things.  If we 

want to see a church planted, we share the gospel.  If we need healing and wholeness, we 

read books, go on retreats, get counsel.  If we want spiritual growth, we pray, we read the 

Bible, we come to church.  But we do it all with a realization that at the end of the day 

it’s God who does it. 

 This is what Jonathan Edwards was referring to when he talked about “laying 

yourself in the way of allurement.”
4
  It’s like if you want to get struck by lightning you 

soak yourself with water and climb up on top of the highest building during a storm.  You 

can’t control whether, when, and where the lightning strikes, but you’re putting yourself 

in the places where God will most likely show up and BAM! 

 

The Blessing of Abraham 
 God poignantly shows Abraham that he has to do it.  Abraham’s human 

effort/attempts don’t count.  And he miraculously gives him a son through Sarah.  It’s a 

joyous thing.  They laugh and name him Laughter.  And God preserves him and blesses 

him.  And in the last part of chapter 21 what we see is Abraham resting in the blessing of 

God.  He makes this treaty with Abimelech and Phicol which stated that a certain well 

belonged to Abraham.  He’s living in peace.  He’s respected by those around him. 

 And just look at the end, v. 33.  “Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, 

and there he called upon the name of the Lord, the Eternal God.  And Abraham stayed in 

the land of the Philistines for a long time.”  Abraham is essentially putting down roots.  

He’s having babies, digging wells, and planting trees.  And he’s worshipping the Lord as 

the Everlasting God – El Olam. 

 What’s this saying?  It’s saying that God has worked in Abraham over time a 

patience, a long-term perspective, an outlook on life that just plugs away, that does the 

things God tells him to do and trusts God to unfold his eternal, big-picture plan, his 

everlasting covenant (cf. 17:19).  He’s not burning himself out trying to make it happen 

on his own.  He settles in to life, stops the frantic pace, worships God, raises his kid, 

loves his wife, takes care of business, works hard, throws parties, and waits on God, the 

Everlasting God, to do the things he has said he will do, the things that only he can do.  Is 

that your life? 

 These are the kind of people we want to develop here at Immanuel.  People not 

frantically doing short bursts of activity and then petering out from exhaustion or 

cynicism.  “I’m going to really live for God!”  And it lasts 6 months because you’re 

trying to do it.  People not dumping relationships because you’ve put unfair expectations 

on them by wanting them to do things for you that only God can do.  People not hopping 

jobs and houses and churches every couple years looking for the next kick.  But people 

who plant trees and watch God make them grow.  For how many of you is the only thing 

you’re watching grow is that blackish-yellow organism in your toilet?  We’re talking 

about a different way of life for most of us.  Only God can work that in you.  I pray he is. 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 Let’s spend some time doing what we do every week.  Singing songs of praise to 

God and eating this meal that remembers what he’s done for us.  The greatest thing he’s 

done being our complete and total salvation obtained for us on the cross where the only 
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truly righteous person bore our unrighteousness all the way to hell and paid for it entirely 

so we would never have to and gave us his righteousness completely so we could stop 

trying to earn it on our own. 

 Ed Clowney says, “In Jesus we have the true Isaac, in whom we hear the laughter 

of God’s grace, triumphing over all the impossibilities of our condition.”  Just like Isaac 

was born miraculously, so Jesus was born of a virgin – totally God’s doing!  And he lived 

the life we could never live, died the death we should have died, and gives us a 

righteousness we could never earn.  If it’s up to us, we’re going to mess things up.  We 

simply have to trust God to do what he’s promised.  And the result is  

God doesn’t love you because you do things.  He loves you because he’s done everything 

to make you loveable to him. 

 

Benediction 
May you leave and live marveling that no one has ever given a gift to God that he might 

be repaid, for from him and through him and to him are all things.  To him be glory 

forever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, March 30, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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