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Text 
The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city. When he 

saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 
2 
"My lords," he said, 

"please turn aside to your servant's house. You can wash your feet and spend the night and then go on your 

way early in the morning." "No," they answered, "we will spend the night in the square." 
3 
But he insisted 

so strongly that they did go with him and entered his house. He prepared a meal for them, baking bread 

without yeast, and they ate. 
4 
Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom-- 

both young and old-- surrounded the house. 
5 
They called to Lot, "Where are the men who came to you 

tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them." 
6 
Lot went outside to meet them and shut 

the door behind him 
7 
and said, "No, my friends. Don't do this wicked thing. 

8 
Look, I have two daughters 

who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them. 

But don't do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof." 
9 
"Get out of our 

way," they replied. And they said, "This fellow came here as an alien, and now he wants to play the judge! 

We'll treat you worse than them." They kept bringing pressure on Lot and moved forward to break down 

the door. 
10 

But the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house and shut the door. 
11 

Then 

they struck the men who were at the door of the house, young and old, with blindness so that they could not 

find the door. 
12 

The two men said to Lot, "Do you have anyone else here-- sons-in-law, sons or daughters, 

or anyone else in the city who belongs to you? Get them out of here, 
13 

because we are going to destroy this 

place. The outcry to the LORD against its people is so great that he has sent us to destroy it." 
14 

So Lot went 

out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were pledged to marry his daughters. He said, "Hurry and get out of 

this place, because the LORD is about to destroy the city!" But his sons-in-law thought he was joking. 
15 

With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, "Hurry! Take your wife and your two daughters 

who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is punished." 
16 

When he hesitated, the men grasped 

his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the 

LORD was merciful to them. 
17 

As soon as they had brought them out, one of them said, "Flee for your 

lives! Don't look back, and don't stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept 

away!" 
18 

But Lot said to them, "No, my lords, please! 
19 

Your servant has found favor in your eyes, and you 

have shown great kindness to me in sparing my life. But I can't flee to the mountains; this disaster will 

overtake me, and I'll die. 
20 

Look, here is a town near enough to run to, and it is small. Let me flee to it-- it 

is very small, isn't it? Then my life will be spared." 
21 

He said to him, "Very well, I will grant this request 

too; I will not overthrow the town you speak of. 
22 

But flee there quickly, because I cannot do anything until 

you reach it." (That is why the town was called Zoar.) 
23 

By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had risen 

over the land. 
24 

Then the LORD rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah-- from the LORD 

out of the heavens. 
25 

Thus he overthrew those cities and the entire plain, including all those living in the 

cities-- and also the vegetation in the land. 
26 

But Lot's wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. 
27 

Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood before the LORD. 
28 

He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and he saw dense smoke 

rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace. 
29 

So when God destroyed the cities of the plain, he 
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remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot out of the catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had 

lived. 
30 

Lot and his two daughters left Zoar and settled in the mountains, for he was afraid to stay in Zoar. 

He and his two daughters lived in a cave. 
31 

One day the older daughter said to the younger, "Our father is 

old, and there is no man around here to lie with us, as is the custom all over the earth. 
32 

Let's get our 

father to drink wine and then lie with him and preserve our family line through our father." 
33 

That night 

they got their father to drink wine, and the older daughter went in and lay with him. He was not aware of it 

when she lay down or when she got up. 
34 

The next day the older daughter said to the younger, "Last night I 

lay with my father. Let's get him to drink wine again tonight, and you go in and lie with him so we can 

preserve our family line through our father." 
35 

So they got their father to drink wine that night also, and 

the younger daughter went and lay with him. Again he was not aware of it when she lay down or when she 

got up. 
36 

So both of Lot's daughters became pregnant by their father. 
37 

The older daughter had a son, and 

she named him Moab; he is the father of the Moabites of today. 
38 

The younger daughter also had a son, 

and she named him Ben-Ammi; he is the father of the Ammonites of today. 

 

Introduction 
 Today’s text is one of those parts of the Bible that most city-center dwellers living 

in Chicago today find themselves deeply offended by.  Not only is it talking about a God 

of judgment that smites people, but it appears that he’s smiting people because they’re 

gay!  This is just not acceptable to postmodern sensibilities. 

 First of all, what do we make of the smiting, the burning sulfur, the fire and 

brimstone?  Maybe a lot of you are cool with Jesus – his radical teachings on love, 

acceptance, forgiveness, turning the other cheek.  “I like Jesus… but I don’t like the OT.  

It’s full of wrath and judgment and blood.  I just can’t see God that way.”  But let me just 

point out to you that Jesus believed and taught the OT.  In fact, 4x in the Gospels we see 

him referring to the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah as a real event (i.e. Lk. 17:28ff) 

and warning people that a worse judgment was coming for them if they didn’t repent and 

believe in him (i.e. Mt. 11:23ff).  Jesus spoke about the judgment of God.  There’s no 

difference between the God of the OT and the God of the NT. 

 Actually, when you think about it the NT is just as full of wrath, judgment, and 

blood.  The very center of the NT, the defining event of Jesus’ life was his death.  And 

Jesus’ death is not presented as just the sad ending of a great teacher who accidentally got 

himself crushed by the wheel of human history.  It is presented as a bloody sacrifice to 

appease God’s wrath and bear God’s judgment in the place of sinners. 

 So let me suggest to you that the Bible presents a fuller picture than merely a God 

of love that would never condemn anyone.  It tells us that God is both a God of love and 

a God of judgment.  And the cross is where the two converge.  God is so just that he 

cannot allow evil to go un-punished.  (Think about it: do you really want a world where 

there is no divine reckoning for injustices committed?)  Yet God is also so merciful that 

he would send his own Son to take the judgment due to wicked people.  That’s the 

centerpiece of Christianity. 

 And so when we come to texts like today’s we’ve got to try to not let our 

postmodern, Western sensibilities explain away the judgment of God, but instead let it fill 

out our picture of his love most perfectly displayed at the cross. 

And, and, and (!) keep in mind that we’re all sinners deserving of God’s wrath; 

every one of us.  The Bible is not a story of a bunch of bad guys versus a bunch of good 

guys.  There are no “good guys.”  There’s just a bunch of bad guys and one good guy – 

Jesus.  We’re going to see that clearly in today’s text. 
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With that in mind, in no way can the story of Sodom and Gomorrah be used to 

villainize any segment of society.  We’re all evildoers who deserve God’s judgment.  But 

Jesus can rescue us from it. 

 “Okay, so maybe I don’t want a God who never gets roused to anger by evil and 

injustice and maybe I’m not perfect, I’ve participated in those evils and injustices myself, 

but can you expect me to really believe that homosexuality is evil?”  Now, it’s important 

to recognize that homosexuality is not the only defining characteristic of the people of 

Sodom and Gomorrah.  There’s definitely a lack of hospitality here.  Other passages in 

the OT seem to link Sodom and Gomorrah with injustice and oppression (cf. Is. 1:10ff).  

Ezekiel 16:49-50 talks about the sin of Sodom and equates it with a people that were 

“arrogant, overfed and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy.  They were 

haughty…”  So it’s not just that God smites a bunch of people because they were gay.  

There’s a whole lot more going on here in this city. 

 However, and we’ll talk about this more when we get into the text, there’s no way 

around the fact that a major part of Sodom’s sinfulness for which it got smote was its 

sexual sin.  Jude 7 says, “Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave 

themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion.  They serve as an example of those 

who suffer the punishment of eternal fire.”  It’s easy to want a God that loves us and even 

a God that hates injustice and oppression, but we definitely don’t want a God that tells us 

who we can and can’t have sex with. 

 The Bible’s seemingly restrictive view of sexuality is one of the biggest stumbling 

blocks for many people in our culture today.  We’re all for helping the poor (in theory) 

but “sexual” and “sin” are two words that just don’t go together.  The Bible instead sees 

sexuality as one of the places that sin can most completely corrupt a person.  We’re going 

to go into this more as we go through the text.  In short, what I want us to see is just this: 

sin infects sex. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Urban Lot 
 Last week we saw how three visitors came by Abraham’s tent, Abraham offered 

them hospitality, found out one of them was the angel of the Lord, and then interceded 

with him on behalf of the city of Sodom while the two other angels made there way there 

to investigate the outcry that had reached heaven concerning the city’s grievous sin.  

Chapter 19 starts off with the two angels getting into Sodom at dusk. 

 And who should greet them but Lot, who “was sitting in the gateway of the city” 

(v. 1).  Remember: Lot is Abraham’s nephew.  In chapter 13 we saw that Abraham let 

Lot pick wherever he wanted to live and so he picked the plain of the Jordan and “pitched 

his tents near Sodom” (13:12).  By chapter 14 Lot is living in Sodom and he gets 

captured when the city gets conquered and Abraham and his 318 trained men had to go 

and rescue him, and the city.  Now in chapter 19, Lot is sitting in the gate of Sodom.  

This is where the prominent men of a city would hang out to adjudicate cases and discuss 

city business (see Prov. 31:23). So Lot’s an alderman in Sodom! 

 Now, none of this is wrong in and of itself – moving to the city, participating in 

city government.  We’re all for this kind of stuff here at this church.  “Move to the city!  

Participate in the city!”  We say this stuff all the time.  The problem is not that Lot is in 
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Sodom, it’s that Sodom has gotten into Lot, as we’re going to see.  He’s had no effect on 

Sodom.  He’s been influenced by the city instead of the other way around. 

In chapters 13 and 14 we can piece together that Lot went to the city not to 

change it, but merely to use it, to benefit from it for his own security and prosperity.  We 

talk about wanting you to love the city.  But we don’t want you to love it just because it 

helps you in your career advancement or because it’s hip or it’s alive at night… but 

because it’s the single most strategic place to live to impact people and culture with the 

gospel of Jesus. 

Tim Keller says that “the single most effective way for Christians to ‘reach’ the 

US would be for 25% of them to move to two or three of the largest cities and stay there 

for three generations.”  It’s true!  I believe that with all my heart.  That’s why I’m living 

here and raising my kids here.  But I’ve also seen so many Christians move to the city 

and get sucked right into all the things that everyone else in the city is living for – the 

weekend, the money, the bars, the clubs, the ethnic food, the lights.  As we look at Lot 

let’s let him be a warning to not get sucked into the coolness of the city and cease or fail 

to be missionaries to it.  Don’t just use the city for entertainment, but let’s seek to infuse 

the city with the kingdom of God. 

 

Lot’s Hospitality 

 We can see here that Lot had been influenced by the life of faith he saw in his 

uncle Abraham and the NT leads us to believe that he knew the Lord.  Therefore it says 

that he “was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless men” (2Pet. 2:7) around him.  There 

was enough of an awakened conscience remaining in Lot for him to know that these two 

visitors shouldn’t sleep outside overnight in Sodom.  That’s the plan they had suggested!  

It would be like two youth group boys from Hickville, Georgia visiting Chicago and 

saying, “Oh, we’re just going to sleep on Halsted Street tonight.” 

 “Halsted and what?” 

 “Halsted and Belmont.” 

 “Uh… no.  You’re staying at my place tonight.” 

 Lot shows them hospitality in much the same way we saw Abraham showing 

them and the angel of the Lord hospitality last week in chapter 18.  He bows down.  He 

offers water to wash their feet.  He prepared a meal.  They didn’t want to trouble him, but 

Lot insisted.  He knew what would happen to them in this town. 

 Sure enough, the men of Sodom noticed that two good looking strangers had 

wandered into town and were staying at Lot’s house.  “Before they had gone to bed, all 

the men from every part of the city of Sodom – both young and old – surrounded the 

house.  They called to Lot, ‘Where are the men who came to you tonight?  Bring them 

out to us so that we can have sex with them’” (vv. 4-5).  Notice the scope of the depravity 

– all the men from every part of the city.  Notice the depths of the depravity – both young 

and old.  What kind of culture had this descended to that even little boys go out after 

dinner to participate in a gang-rape orgy? 

 Now here some people argue that the word know translated in v. 5 as “have sex 

with” actually just means “know” here.  So it’s – “Let us have a chance to get to know 

your guests too.”  But this same Hebrew word means sexual intercourse several times in 

the book of Genesis.  For example when it says in 4:1 that “Adam lay with his wife Eve, 

and she became pregnant” it literally says, “Adam knew his wife Eve…” 
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 But more important is the context.  What’s Lot’s response?  First it’s – “Don’t do 

this wicked thing” (v. 7).  What would be wicked about coming in for some tea and 

conversation?  But then he offers the men of the city his “two daughters who have never 

slept with a man” (v. 8), literally, “…have never known a man.”  And so “it becomes 

clear that the issue is intercourse and not friendship.  Lot would never have made such an 

unusual suggestion if the request was only for a handshake and moments of chitchat.”
1
 

 Someone else might say, “Well, the issue here isn’t necessarily homosexual acts.  

It’s not talking about committed monogamous homosexual relationships but rather sexual 

violence and orgies with minors.”  And if this was the only place the Bible talked about 

homosexuality a case might be made, but it’s not.  And the bottom line is that there is 

such a thing as sexual perversion and the culture in Sodom had descended into it. 

 

Lot’s Daughters 

 But what about righteous Lot?!  “Look, I have two daughters who have never 

slept with a man.  Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them. 

But don’t do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof” 

(v. 8).  Sure he’s being quite hospitable to the two men, but what kind of a righteous 

father offers his daughters to a sex-crazed mob? 

Here’s the point: Lot’s pretty screwed up too.  He’s a sinner and he had been 

influenced by his sexualized culture and himself had a warped view of sexuality.  He’s 

willing to pimp out his daughters.  Some people have speculated that his wife is a 

Sodomite whom he married for her sexual skills.  When he opposes the men at his door, 

they scoff at him (v. 9); he has no moral capital himself.  And when he tries to warn his 

future sons-in-law that judgment was coming they laughed at him (v. 14).  He was a joke.  

Lot had become entrenched in the sexually immoral culture himself. 

And just skip ahead to the story at the end of this chapter.  I’ve included it 

because it often gets separated from the rest of the larger story.  When people think of 

Sodom and Gomorrah they think of homosexuality.  But sexual sin is way more than that.  

This whole chapter is full of all kinds of kinky sexual perversions.  And even the so-

called righteous person who is spared from judgment is sexually messed up. 

What does Lot do at the end of this chapter?  He’s been rescued from Sodom.  He 

lives in a little town called Zoar for a bit.  Then he moves to a cave in the country with 

his two daughters and here we see him getting drunk and having sex with them!  

Everyone who had lived in that city was sleazy.  The girls wanted children, so they 

seduced their dad.  They weren’t nice, innocent, little girls.  But Lot wasn’t innocent here 

either.  Don’t think about it too hard, but Lot couldn’t have been passed out drunk.  He 

was too drunk to remember what happened, but not too drunk to act.  As one person has 

pointed out, “Lot’s drunkenness simply facilitated the working out of the dark side of his 

own heart.”
2
  That’s what alcohol does, right?  It loosens up your social inhibitions so 

that you can be yourself. 

Another commentator has observed, “The account is remarkably similar to the 

story of the last days of Noah after his rescue from the Flood (9:20-27).  There, as here, 

the father becomes drunk with wine and uncovers himself in the presence of his children 

with negative consequences.”
3
  It’s a mess.  Lot’s daughters get pregnant and we’re told 

that the older daughter had a son named Moab, from whom the Moabites came, and the 

younger daughter had a son named Ben-Ammi, from whom the Ammonites came.  
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There’s an interesting story in Numbers 25 about the Moabites and their sexual 

immorality and how they lured the Israelites into a massive orgy at Baal Peor.  And the 

Ammonites were known for their child-sacrifices to the god Molech.  The depravity of 

Sodom lived in Lot and lived on in his incestuous offspring. 

 

Sexual Sin and God’s Judgment 
 Here’s the point: the people of Sodom were sexually perverted, all of them – 

homosexuality, pedophilia, rape, orgies, incest… it was all there.  The story of Genesis is 

a story of how God made an orderly world and the first humans sinned and screwed 

everything up – our relationship with the creation, our relationships with each other, our 

relationship with God – and that sin has infected the human heart and been passed down 

from generation to generation.  The disease is within each and every one of us.  Sin is 

crouching at our doors desiring to have us and consume us.  It’s insidious.  Not only are 

individual hearts affected, but human civilization is contaminated with sin.  It’s a 

ravaging cancer in this good world that God created. 

We’ve seen hints at it before in Genesis, but today we see clearly that sin infects 

sex.  That’s one of sin’s major tactics.  What God made as a good thing to be enjoyed 

between a man and a woman in a life-long loving relationship of marriage for the 

procreation of children has become a perverted, depraved tool of evil.  How so?  What is 

the essence of sin?  What is the thrust of the first disobedience in the Garden?  It is a 

snubbing of God, a mutiny, a declaration of independence, a determination to be like God 

ourselves. 

And so instead of worshipping God and finding in him our infinite source of soul-

liberating satisfaction and delight we have become self-consumed and sucked in to a 

downward spiral of self-centeredness and self-destruction.  In place of God we have 

defiantly propped up our own gods/idols and bowed to them, used them to try to selfishly 

satisfy our needs.  Sex is probably the #1 idol of the human race. 

Why is this?  Stephen Arterburn, a Christian counselor who has written a lot on 

this topic of sexual sin, says this: “Sexual pleasure is one of the most intense human 

experiences.  Physically speaking when a man or a woman reaches sexual excitement 

nerve endings release a chemical into the brain called opioid.  Opioid means ‘opium-like’ 

and is a good description of the power of the chemical.  Apart from a heroin induced 

experience nothing is more pleasurable than sex.”
4
  God made sex to be an intense 

experience and like every good gift this one especially was to cause us to worship God as 

the good Giver.  Within the covenant relationship of heterosexual, monogamous marriage 

(which was God’s design from the beginning with Adam and Eve) sex is to be used as a 

way to love and bring pleasure to the other person. 

So when the creation is worshipped instead of the Creator and sex is set up as a 

god instead of a gift from God, what happens?  Sex becomes merely a selfish, self-

centered act.  When it becomes a selfish, self-centered act you’re just in it for the opioid 

kick.  And when you’re in it for the opioid kick, just like a heroin addict you begin to 

need more and more and you’ll end up merely using people in your life to get a fleeting 

fix.  It gets pretty ugly.  As a god, sex is pretty pathetic because it can’t ultimately satisfy 

the deepest longings of the soul.  In fact, it becomes an addiction.  You always need more 

and never have enough.  And so it has to get kinkier and kinkier – pornography, 

masturbation, fornication, adultery, multiple partners, bisexuality, homosexuality, 
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pedophilia, bestiality.  And all the while it becomes more and more abusive and 

oppressive because it uses people.  It makes people sex objects.  That’s evil. 

God’s common grace, oftentimes operating through social mores, keeps this 

addiction in check.  But Romans 1 talks about God eventually letting people go down this 

path, giving them over to their desires which lead them into sexual impurity of all kinds, 

including homosexuality, and from there to all kinds of wickedness and evil.  And it says 

that the path eventually leads to death.  It calls for the judgment of God.  Eventually, he 

pulls back his grace and unleashes his wrath against such godlessness, idolatry, and evil. 

 

The Destruction of Sodom 

 This is what happens in Sodom.  The angels had seen enough when the mob was 

outside demanding for them to come out so they could have sex with them.  They 

“reached out and pulled Lot back into the house and shut the door.  Then they struck the 

men who were at the door of the house, young and old, with blindness so that they could 

not find the door” (vv. 10-11).  They told Lot to gather his family and get them out 

because, “We are going to destroy this place,” they said.  “The outcry to the Lord against 

its people is so great that he has sent us to destroy it” (v. 13). 

 By sunrise the next morning Lot was out of the city.  “Then the Lord rained down 

burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah – from the Lord out of the heavens.  Thus he 

overthrew those cities and the entire plain, including all those living in the cities – and 

also the vegetation in the land.  But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of 

salt” (vv. 24-26).  We often think that Lot’s wife glances over her shoulder at the city as 

she’s running and she’s instantaneously turned to a sodium chloride statue.  But the story 

makes more sense and Jesus seems to imply in Lk. 17:28-32 that Lot’s wife refused to 

flee the city and went back.  “You’re a fool, Lot, and I refuse to go one step further!  I’m 

going home.  I’ll see you in a day or two or whenever you come to your senses!”
5
  She 

got singed and charred by the chemical burn along with everyone else. 

Remember the cities of plain had tar pits.  The region was also mineral rich in 

sodium, potash, magnesium, calcium chlorides, and bromide.  “Perhaps the combustion 

of natural tars and sulfur deposits and the release of noxious gases during an earthquake 

are a part of the story.”
6
  Some have suggested that all these chemicals were released and 

lightning struck and there was an explosion and this blanket of burning chemicals fell on 

everyone around.  However it happened, the text is clear it was from the Lord and it was 

his judgment on the sin that had so engulfed the cities of the plain, particularly sexual sin. 

 

Today’s Sex-Crazed Culture 
 This isn’t just an ancient story.  This story is disturbingly familiar.  “Americans 

spend more money each year on pornography than country music, rock music, jazz 

music, classical music, Broadway plays, and ballet combined…  Eleven thousand porno 

movies are made every year, twenty times the number of mainstream movies made by 

Hollywood!...  On the Internet, the top word searched for is “sex,” with “porn,” “nude,” 

“Playboy,” and “erotic stories” also in the top twenty.  Furthermore, 70 percent of porn 

traffic occurs between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. while people are sitting at work unable to focus 

on their job because the god of Eros continually beckons.”
7
 

Kathleen Bogle, a sociology professor at LaSalle University, just wrote a book 

called Hooking Up: Sex, Dating, and Relationships on Campus describing this new 
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phenomenon among college students of having casual sexual encounters without any 

relationship.  According to one survey I found online of “555 college students taken by 

Elizabeth Paul, a psychology professor at the College of New Jersey, 78 percent of 

college students participate in this ritual.”
8
  This is normal at UIC and the other college 

campuses in our city.  You’ve heard of the new term “friends with benefits,” right? 

When I was working out on Friday morning at the gym, guess which song came 

on the loud speakers?  “You and me baby ain’t nothing but mammals so let’s do it like 

they do on the discovery channel.”  Then as I was walking from the elliptical machines I 

saw a magazine with a cover that read something like: “Brittany Spears says, ‘My mom 

slept with my husband!’”  In the magazine rack are soft porn magazines people can read 

while they run.  Then as I was walking to the locker room I overheard the woman at the 

front desk talking about how her parents want her to get married before she has her baby.  

Then as I was walking out I couldn’t help but notice the advertisement for membership at 

the gym with scantily clad women on it lifting weights.  And guess what song was 

repeating over and over again in my head as I walked home?? 

Chicago boasts the third largest self-identified gay population in the country – 

roughly 6% of the city.  Many of you use Craig’s List to find roommates and cheap 

furniture, but there’s also a category on there called “Casual Encounters” where there are 

hundreds of postings for people in Chicago right now that you can hook up with for sex 

for free.  I don’t recommend making a habit of this, but just once take a glance at the 

back page of the popular Time Out: Chicago magazine.  It’s a sex column called “In and 

Out” that reveals the sex lives of people in Chicago are not that far from the people of 

Sodom. 

Some of you know exactly what I’m talking about from experience.  Some of you 

are thinking, “Oh that’s horrible; just disgusting.”  But this is all of us.  We’re all a part of 

this culture that worships sex.  Sin has infected this world, it has infected sex, it has 

infected us.  It’s easy to point the finger and say, “I’m not like that.”  But let’s be honest 

with ourselves. 

Guys: I know many of you are addicted to pornography.  Really what that is is a 

harem of the mind.  You’re a chauvinist polygamist that uses and abuses other people, 

objectifies them.  Some of you married guys don’t see sex as a way to love your wife, but 

to selfishly meet your “needs.”  Ladies: let me talk to you for a bit.  The stats show that 

women addicted to pornography is a quickly increasing number.  But maybe that’s not 

you; maybe some of you dress to use sexuality to manipulate men and find your value 

and worth.  Some of you wives give and withhold sex from your husbands in order to get 

what you want – a bartering tool.  Some of you are like Lot’s daughters.  You’ve made an 

idol of children and so you use sex and you use men to get babies so you can worship 

them.  It’s all the same.  It’s wickedness. 

 

Rescue 

 Sin infects sex.  Let’s be honest with ourselves.  There’s sin in our hearts that has 

warped our perspective on and practice of sex.  We’ve exchanged the glory of the 

immortal God for naked images of mortal men and/or women.  When we look at the 

Bible we see that Abraham is a sexual pervert (Hagar).  So is Sarah (Hagar).  And so are 

Lot and his daughters.  We’re all perverts and left completely to ourselves to get what we 
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really want we would all progress down this path of sexual immorality to a place of such 

disgusting depravity where God’s justice in smiting us would be unobjectionable. 

 We’re all on the path of God’s wrath.  We all need to be rescued, like Lot.  Look 

at vv. 15ff – “With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, ‘Hurry!  Take your 

wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is 

punished.’  When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of 

his two daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the Lord was merciful to them.”  

Lot deserved to be destroyed along with Sodom, but the Lord was merciful to him and 

spared him from his judgment. 

 You and I deserve to be left alone to do what we want eternally and experience 

the righteous wrath of God toward our sins, but Jesus has provided a plan of rescue.  He 

took the judgment that sinners like us deserved on the cross.  This is the good news for a 

sin infected world.  We’ve sinned and we’ve been sinned against.  I know many of you 

have been sinned against sexually and that hasn’t helped your understanding of your 

identity and your sexuality.  I know that some of you have gone far down the path of 

sexual sin.  But Jesus can rescue you. 

 This is what we need first and foremost – Christ to free us from the judgment that 

our sins deserve.  This is what he’s doing in many of you right now to give you faith that 

his death took the smiting you deserved.  Then, and only then, in light of his mercy and 

forgiveness can our hearts can begin to be freed from our addictions to false gods as we 

begin to worship him instead. 
 

The Lord’s Table 
As we come to the Lord’s Table let this be a time when you say, “Oh God, thank 

you!  You had to grab me by the scruff of my neck and snatch me out of the fires of hell 

because I was in over my head.  I’ve snubbed you so many times and deserve to be 

smote, but Jesus’ body was broken and blood was spilled in my place.  Thank you, Lord!  

Help me to worship you more and more and sex less and less.” 
 

Benediction 
May you turn to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son 

from heaven, whom he raised from the dead – Jesus, who rescues us from the coming 

wrath. (1Thess. 1:9-10) 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 24, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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