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Text 
The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his 

tent in the heat of the day. 
2 
Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he 

hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. 
3 
He said, "If I have found 

favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 
4 
Let a little water be brought, and then you may 

all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 
5 
Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and 

then go on your way-- now that you have come to your servant." "Very well," they answered, "do as you 

say." 
6 
So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. "Quick," he said, "get three seahs of fine flour and knead 

it and bake some bread." 
7 
Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a 

servant, who hurried to prepare it. 
8 
He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been 

prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree. 
9 
"Where is your wife 

Sarah?" they asked him. "There, in the tent," he said. 
10 

Then the LORD said, "I will surely return to you 

about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son." Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to 

the tent, which was behind him. 
11 

Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and 

Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 
12 

So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, "After I am worn out 

and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?" 
13 

Then the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah 

laugh and say, 'Will I really have a child, now that I am old?' 
14 

Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will 

return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son." 
15 

Sarah was afraid, so she lied 

and said, "I did not laugh." But he said, "Yes, you did laugh." 
16 

When the men got up to leave, they looked 

down toward Sodom, and Abraham walked along with them to see them on their way. 
17 

Then the LORD 

said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? 
18 

Abraham will surely become a great and 

powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. 
19 

For I have chosen him, so that he 

will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and 

just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him." 
20 

Then the LORD said, 

"The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 
21 

that I will go down and 

see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know." 
22 

The men 

turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 
23 

Then Abraham 

approached him and said: "Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 
24 

What if there are fifty 

righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty 

righteous people in it? 
25 

Far be it from you to do such a thing-- to kill the righteous with the wicked, 

treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do 

right?" 
26 

The LORD said, "If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place 

for their sake." 
27 

Then Abraham spoke up again: "Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, 

though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 
28 

what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will 

you destroy the whole city because of five people?" "If I find forty-five there," he said, "I will not destroy 

it." 
29 

Once again he spoke to him, "What if only forty are found there?" He said, "For the sake of forty, I 

will not do it." 
30 

Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be 

found there?" He answered, "I will not do it if I find thirty there." 
31 

Abraham said, "Now that I have been 
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so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found there?" He said, "For the sake of twenty, I 

will not destroy it." 
32 

Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if 

only ten can be found there?" He answered, "For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it." 
33 

When the LORD 

had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home. 

 

Introduction 
 So we’ve been going through the book of Genesis and since chapter 12 we’ve 

been following a guy named Abram who was renamed Abraham last week in chapter 17.  

He was born and raised in moon-worshipping Mesopotamia, but the Lord appeared to 

him and called him to move to a new land he would give him.  He and his wife Sarai 

(renamed Sarah last week) were barren, but God promised to give them descendants that 

would live in the land. 

From that moment on we’ve seen a lot of ups and downs in Abraham’s pilgrimage 

of faith.  But God has been constant: he introduced himself; he intervened when Abraham 

strayed; he elaborated his promises; he gave Abraham victory; he credited Abraham with 

righteousness.  God has continually been gracious to Abraham and last week we saw that 

this grace was meant to grip Abraham.  God’s grace grabs us for himself.  He wanted to 

capture all of Abraham’s heart, which is what Abraham’s response of circumcision 

represented.  Abraham was saying, “Okay, Lord.  You’ve got all of me.  I’m yours.”  And 

he’ll still fall again, just wait, but there is a progression happening here, isn’t there? 

Today we see that God’s goal is not just to get a robot that does what he wants.  

God’s grace doesn’t grab Abraham to make him his slave.  God doesn’t want devoted 

groupies that wear his t-shirts and buy his records but don’t really know him.  He wants a 

genuine, honest relationship with the beneficiaries of his grace.  That’s what God has 

been working on Abraham to get to and today we see that relationship reaching new 

levels.  Abraham’s going to share a meal and have a conversation with the Lord! 

Real friends aren’t the 200 people you’ve added to your Facebook.  They’re the 

people you eat with and talk with!  In Isaiah 41:8 God calls Israel “descendants of 

Abraham my friend.”  Isn’t that astounding?  If you looked at 2 Chronicles 20:7 you’d 

see something similar.  James 2:23 says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to 

him as righteousness, and he was called God’s friend.”  Wow!  Abraham was called a 

friend of God!  In short, what I want you to see from this text today is just this: God 

Almighty wants to be your friend. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Hospitality 

Chapter 18 starts off with – “The Lord appeared to Abraham…” (v. 1).  We know 

from the beginning this is going to be a divine visit, but we’re not totally sure when 

Abraham finally realized it.  It happened “near the great trees of Mamre while [Abraham] 

was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day” (v. 1).  Abraham is old and 

wealthy.  It’s hot and sticky.  It’s siesta time.  Abraham is sitting in his lawn chair on the 

front porch, enjoying a glass of lemonade, and resting in the shade. 

“Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby.  When he saw them, he 

hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground” (v. 2).  

Who were these three men?  Some have tried to argue that it’s the Trinity, but it’s not.  

We’ll find out in a bit.  Who did Abraham think they were?  Well, at first he probably 
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just thought they were three travelers – a master and his two servants or an influential 

man of some kind and his two assistants.  One stands out above the other two because 

Abraham directed his address to just one of them.  “He said, ‘If I have found favor in 

your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by” (v. 3).  Notice it’s “lord” in under-case 

letters, not “LORD” in all caps.  It’s adonai not Yahweh and it means something like 

“sir.” 

“[Sir, please don’t keep walking in this hot sun.]  Let a little water be brought, and 

then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree.  Let me get you something to 

eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way – now that you have come to your 

servant” (vv. 4-5).  We think, “Oh, of course Abraham scrambled and bowed and bent 

over backwards… God was dropping in for a visit!”  But this is just how people acted 

back then.  It’s called hospitality. 

Moses, the author of Genesis, is pointing out Abraham’s hospitality, and, we’ll 

see next week, contrasting it with the people of Sodom’s lack of hospitality (although 

being inhospitable was not Sodom’s only sin).  “The noon encounter in this chapter and 

the night scene at Sodom in the next are in every sense a contrast of light and darkness.”
1
  

But we’ll get there soon enough.  Next week should be interesting, so be sure to come 

back. 

So Abraham dropped his lemonade, ran out into the mid-day sun, and went out of 

his way to offer hospitality to three strangers.  This doesn’t happen much today does it?  

Hospitality is a lost art for the most part in our culture today.  You can still see a bit of 

Abraham in, for example, some Filipino families.  Try going over to Derick & Bessie’s 

house when Bessie’s parents are over…  But this is rare. 

Let me throw some stats at you.  Almost 20% of the people that live in Chicago 

didn’t live where they live today one year ago.  Center city neighborhoods like ours are 

so mobile.  We don’t live in one place long enough to even get to know our neighbors.  

Most city-center dwellers like us live in their careers and come home just long enough to 

order out and then go to sleep OR they keep the blinds closed and lock the doors and 

spend all their time absorbed in self-entertainment. 

In last 25 years the number of full-service, sit-down restaurants has declined 25% 

but the number of fast-food restaurants has gone up by 100%.  We eat on the run, 

generally alone.  Spending an evening with your neighbor is down by 33%.  How many 

of you guys have had your neighbors in your house in the last month?  Even having 

friends over to your house is down 45% in the last 25 years.  Our architecture reflects this 

shift.  Long gone are front porches.  How many of your condos have a front closet to put 

guests’ coats in when they come in?  Less and less square footage in newer home designs 

is going to dining rooms and family rooms for entertaining and more is going to large 

closets and master bathrooms.
2
 

Here’s the deal: the NT tells us, “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so 

doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it” (Heb. 13:2).  In Romans 

12:13 Christians are simply commanded to “practice hospitality.”  Hospitality is not just 

having other Christians or church-folk into your home.  That’s fellowship.  Hospitality is 

having strangers into your home; generally lost-folk.  This is what we want to be about as 

a church in the UIC Area – not necessarily formal ministry at The Meeting Place but 

informal ministry in your homes, apartments, lofts, condos, dorm rooms. 



4 

This is all really a rabbit trail, but I had to chase it because this is a biblical value 

that we just don’t talk about that often.  Hospitality is a major part of how we’re going to 

reach our neighborhood with the gospel.  Have people over.  Wherever you are for 

however long you’re there, practice hospitality.  Our hope and prayer is that a lot of you 

will catch a love for the city and settle down here to raise your kids and grow old and 

your homes will be places where many lives are touched.  Wouldn’t that change a 

neighborhood if a bunch of Christians settled there for 30 years and simply practiced 

biblical hospitality? 

 

The Lord Reveals His Sovereignty 
 This threesome agreed to stay at Abraham’s for awhile.  The first thing Abraham 

did was go get his wife.  “‘Quick,’ he said to Sarah, ‘get three seahs of fine flour and 

knead it and bake some bread’” (v. 6).  Let me just say – it helps a lot in doing hospitality 

to have a wife.  Guys: I highly recommend getting one.  “Then [Abraham] ran to the herd 

and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it” (v. 

7).  Talk about fresh beef!  Never frozen!  “He then brought some curds and milk and the 

calf that had been prepared, and set these before them.  While they ate, he stood near 

them under a tree” (v. 8). 

 Between bites – “Where is you wife Sarah?” 

 “There, in the tent,” Abraham replied.  Wait a minute!  How did they know what 

his wife’s name was?  It’s conceivable that people from afar may have heard about the 

great Abram and Sarai.  But Sarah!?  That’s the name the Lord had just recently given to 

her.  I think this is the BOING moment when it becomes clear to Abraham that he is 

dining with the angel of the Lord and two lesser angels.  They know his wife’s new 

name. 

 “Then the Lord [all caps; Yahweh] said, ‘I will surely return to you about this time 

next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son’” (v. 10).  Now here’s what I want you to 

notice about this and I’ll tell you why in just a bit.  Notice: does God know the future?  

Does he?  Is he making guesses here?  Are these vague predictions?  No!  Surely… in 

one year… a son! 

 “Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him.  

Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was past the 

age of childbearing” (v. 11).  Read – she’s long since gone through menopause.  They 

didn’t understand a lot things back then, but they understood that 90 year old women 

don’t get pregnant.  “So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, ‘After I am worn out 

and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure” (v. 12)?  Read – she’s trying to 

imagine these two wrinkly, flabby bodies having sex and it’s a funny picture.  “Pleasure” 

here most likely refers to sexual pleasure, not having a baby.  Besides, actually having a 

baby is not pleasurable.  There’s also incredulity in Sarah’s laugh.  Abraham has 

probably already told her what the Lord had said to him, but she refuses to believe. 

 “Then the Lord said to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh and say, “Will I really 

have a child, now that I am old”’” (v. 13)?  Now we could ask why the Lord asks 

Abraham about his wife instead of calling in his wife and that would be interesting.  We 

could talk about why Sarah calls Abraham her master and that would be a fun talk.  But 

here’s what I want you to notice about this.  Notice: how does the Lord know Sarah 

laughed?  Sarah’s not with them.  Well, maybe it was loud enough that they could tell.  
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But she didn’t laugh out loud!  It says she laughed to herself, in her thoughts.  So, does 

God know what happens everywhere, even inside people’s minds?  Does he?  Yes, he 

does.  So he’s omniscient.  He knows the future.  He knows everything that goes on, even 

behind the closed doors of a person’s heart.  He’s all knowing. 

 And the Lord is all-powerful.  He’s omniscient and omnipotent.  Look at v. 14 – 

“Is anything too hard for the Lord?  I will return to you at the appointed time next year 

and Sarah will have a son.”  Is there anything too hard for the Lord?  It’s a rhetorical 

question.  It’s a way of saying, “I can do anything!”  Jeremiah 32:17 – “Ah, Sovereign 

Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched 

arm.  Nothing is too hard for you.”  Jeremiah 32:27 – “I am the Lord, the God of all 

mankind.  Is anything too hard for me?”  Psalm 115:3 – “Our God is in heaven; he does 

whatever pleases him.”  Daniel 4:35 – “He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven 

and the peoples of the earth.  No one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What have 

you done?’”  So let me ask the question: Is God in any way limited?  No.  Is there 

anything outside of his control?  No.  Is there any rival power that can thwart his will?  

No.  Is there any chance that his plans will not come to pass exactly as he wants them to 

and as he has appointed them?  No. 

 Okay, let’s move on.  No, wait.  Let me just also push it a little farther.  Why does 

God do all this with Sarah?  I mean, why does God pick a barren woman, wait until she’s 

had menopause, and then insist that he’s going to make her conceive in one year?  

Because God wants to be sure that he gets the glory.  God waits until the fourth quarter 

when he’d down 50 points with 30 seconds to go before he makes his move so that when 

he wins people clap for him.  God is all about magnifying his sovereign grace.  God 

knows the future, he’s omniscient, he’s omnipotent, and he does everything to get glory 

for himself.  God is Almighty. 

 

The Lord Reveals His Self 

 Okay, now let’s move on.  “Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, ‘I did not 

laugh.’  But he said [and I think the he here is the Lord], ‘Yes, you did laugh’” (v. 15).  

And that pretty much ended the tea party.  It was late afternoon and the threesome had to 

get going.  Where are they going?  To Sodom (v. 16).  Abraham, like a good host, walked 

them to the door (Andrea gets mad at me when I don’t do this). 

 Then the Lord begins to think out loud, either to himself or his two companions, 

but in the hearing of Abraham – “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?  

[He’s my friend!]  Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all 

nations on earth will be blessed through him.  For I have chosen him [notice God’s 

sovereign initiative], so that he will direct his children and his household after him to 

keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so that the Lord will bring about 

for Abraham what he has promised him” (vv. 17-19).  Dads: it’s our job to direct our 

children to keep the way of the Lord.  How are we doing?  Just checking… 

 Then he let’s Abraham in on what he’s about to do.  He brings him into his 

confidence.  “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so 

grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that 

has reached me.  If not, I will know” (vv. 21-22).  I think of Jesus and his disciples when 

he told them in John 15:15 – “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 

know his master’s business.  Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 
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learned from my Father I have made known to you.”  God Almighty is letting Abraham 

in on his business, because he counts him a friend. 

 And the Lord’s business here is to verify the sinfulness of the cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah.  God’s justice is not rash.  He wants to demonstrate that if he is going to 

punish a city for its sin a clear case has been made.  And in that culture the testimony of 

two witnesses was needed.  Again God knows what’s going to happen in chapter 19 in 

chapter 18.  But God wants to bring Abraham in on it.  God Almighty wants to be 

Abraham’s friend. 

 

Humbly Bold Prayer 
 I made sure to point out all the stuff I did earlier about God’s omniscience and 

omnipotence and all that so that we have a proper framework going into this last half of 

the chapter and a discussion of prayer.  Why pray?  Does prayer work?  What does it do?  

What’s the point?  We’re not obviously going to answer all the questions about prayer 

with finality, but at least now we’re ready to go there and talk about prayer.  And I’m 

going to point out a few things from this text that are some guidelines.  God has ordained 

the end and the means and our prayers are his ordained means for accomplishing his 

purposes. 

 “The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing 

before the Lord” (v. 22).  It may actually say, “The Lord remained standing before 

Abraham.”  We’re not sure.  Either way, God has condescended to eat with Abraham and 

now sticks around to speak directly with him.  He engages him.  God wants us to talk 

with him, to pray, to ask him for things, to dialogue with him. 

 “Then Abraham approached him and said: ‘Will you sweep away the righteous 

with the wicked?  What if there are fifty righteous people in the city?  Will you really 

sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?  Far 

be it from you to do such a thing – to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the 

righteous and the wicked alike.  Far be it from you!  Will not the Judge of all the earth do 

right” (vv. 23-25)? 

 Notice: What’s driving Abraham’s prayer here?  He’s not asking for anything for 

himself, although it’s not wrong to pray for yourself.  But he’s not doing that here.  He’s 

not even interceding directly on behalf of his nephew Lot who is living in Sodom, is he?  

What’s driving his prayer?  Abraham’s concerned about the city! 

How many of our prayers are for the welfare and well-being of our city?  Do we 

intercede for Chicago?  Do we plead with God – “I know it’s a dark place, but Lord don’t 

abandon us.  Don’t turn the city over to its own depravity.  Send your Spirit!  Move here!  

Bring justice to the housing markets, equality to the schools, integrity to City Hall.  Lord, 

most of all spread your church here.  Grow your church.  Help there be hundreds of new 

churches started in Chicago so more people can hear about what Christ has done.”  We 

can’t talk about prayer and this passage without talking about interceding for the city. 

 Also, see how Abraham reasons with God.  He’s talking theology with God!  He’s 

calling God to act in line with his character.  “Far be it from you!  Will not the Judge of 

all the earth do right” (v. 25)?  This is a great way to pray – reason theologically with 

God.  Pray Scripture back to God – “You say that you are this, so Lord it makes sense for 

you to act this way!”  We see Moses doing something very similar in Ex. 32 interceding 

for the nation of Israel after they worshipped the golden calf, pleading with him not to 



7 

destroy them.  And Moses reminds God of his promises to Abraham and he most of all 

appeals to God’s passion for God’s own glory.  “God, how would this make you look to 

the Egyptians?  Lord, you would get the most glory if you would forgive them and stick 

with them.”  God wants us to engage him and learn to reason with him theologically.  In 

doing so we begin to get his heart, his perspective, his desires. 

 So for example: yesterday at prayer meeting (which we do every Saturday 

morning and it would be great to have more people join us) we spent time just praying for 

Chicago – advocating for the city before God.  A lot of Christians hate the city.  They are 

places for great evil.  But God we see time and time again loves the city.  They are places 

with unmatched potential for the gospel.  We hope everyone who comes through 

Immanuel catches that passion.  But here’s how we prayed: “God, move in Chicago, in 

the churches, in our church to get glory for yourself!  Lord, your fame could spread 

around the world from this place.”  And so we appeal to God’s commitment to get the 

most glory for himself in our prayers.  Do you see how this works? 

 The last thing I want us to notice about Abraham’s intercession is that it is done 

with a humble boldness.  He’s not flippant with God.  He’s not bossing him around.  He 

doesn’t lose sight of the fact that he’s just a mere peon standing in the presence of 

Almighty God.  In fact he says in v. 27 that he is “nothing but dust and ashes.”  As he 

continues to dialogue with God we see Abraham saying in v. 30 – “May the Lord not be 

angry, but let me speak.”  And then again in v. 32 – “May the Lord not be angry, but let 

me speak just once more.”  He is genuinely respectful and knows his place. 

 But he’s also bold.  It’s actually quite crazy the way he barters God down from 50 

to 45 to 40 to 30 to 20 to 10.  And he says it several times – “Now that I have been so 

bold as to speak to the Lord…” (vv. 27, 31).  He gets in God’s face.  He’s persistent.  

He’s not afraid to ask, because he’s his friend.  He asks for big things. 

 God doesn’t want to be treated like a genie in a bottle, like a small deity that’s at 

our whim or who can be manipulated, but he also doesn’t want us to be intimidated by 

him.  God Almighty wants to be our friend.  He wants us to come to him with humble 

boldness.  He wants us to ask for big things, to press him, to persist in prayer, to keep 

knocking, to wrestle and not let go, to pester him, to hold him accountable to what he has 

promised in Scripture, to plead on behalf of his glory for him to do radical things and not 

take no for an answer.  Does that describe your prayer life?  Do you engage God like 

Abraham? 

 

Conclusion 
 How can we be people, like Abraham, who are God’s friends; who pray for other 

people, utilizing such theological reasoning and with such humble boldness?  Eventually 

God agrees to spare the city of Sodom if he could find 10 righteous people there.  And we 

see from this that “so predominate is God’s will to save over his will to punish!”
3
  But we 

also see another interesting principle at work.  In God’s system the righteousness of a few 

could cover the unrighteousness of many?  It turns out next week that there weren’t even 

10 righteous people there and the city gets smoked. 

But in actuality, there are really no righteous people.  However, God has sent his 

Son, Jesus Christ, to live a perfectly righteous life and then get smoked like Sodom and 

Gomorrah on behalf of unrighteous sinners.  And the righteousness of one – Jesus Christ 

– can cover the unrighteousness of many if they put their faith in him.  If you don’t trust 
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in Christ’s righteousness, then one day you will meet the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah – 

punishment and utter destruction.  But if you do put you faith in him you have his 

righteousness credited to your account. 

And then, and only then, can you become God’s Almighty’s friend.  Christ’s work 

on the cross makes intimacy with God possible.  We can only have this relationship of 

humble boldness with God that Abraham exhibited if we believe that we are at the same 

time wretched sinners that don’t deserve anything good from God AND forgiven saints 

that have God’s promise that he is for us in Christ.  As a sinner you come to God with 

humility, but as a saint you come with boldness, by the blood of Christ, right into the 

heavenly holy of holies, approaching the “throne of grace with confidence” (Heb. 4:16), 

knowing that “you may ask… for anything in [Christ’s] name, and [he] will do it” (Jn. 

14:14), assuming it is according to his will (cf. 1Jn. 5:14), that is, based on sound 

theological reasoning. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
God Almighty wants to be your friend.  He invites us to share a meal with him 

today.  It’s a meal that memorializes his visit 2,000 years ago and his death on the cross 

to reconcile us to himself… 

 

Benediction 
May you be friends with God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 17, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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