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Text 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk 

before me and be blameless. 
2 
I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase 

your numbers." 
3 
Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 

4 
"As for me, this is my covenant with you: You 

will be the father of many nations. 
5 
No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I 

have made you a father of many nations. 
6 
I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and 

kings will come from you. 
7 
I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you 

and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your 

descendants after you. 
8 
The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an 

everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God." 
9 
Then God said to 

Abraham, "As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations 

to come. 
10 

This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: 

Every male among you shall be circumcised. 
11 

You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of 

the covenant between me and you. 
12 

For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days 

old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner-- 

those who are not your offspring. 
13 

Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must 

be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. 
14 

Any uncircumcised male, who 

has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant." 
15 

God 

also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 
16 

I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of 

nations; kings of peoples will come from her." 
17 

Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, 

"Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?" 
18 

And 

Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!" 
19 

Then God said, "Yes, but your 

wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an 

everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 
20 

And as for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely 

bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers. He will be the father of twelve 

rulers, and I will make him into a great nation. 
21 

But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah 

will bear to you by this time next year." 
22 

When he had finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from 

him. 
23 

On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his household or bought with 

his money, every male in his household, and circumcised them, as God told him. 
24 

Abraham was ninety-

nine years old when he was circumcised, 
25 

and his son Ishmael was thirteen; 
26 

Abraham and his son 

Ishmael were both circumcised on that same day. 
27 

And every male in Abraham's household, including 

those born in his household or bought from a foreigner, was circumcised with him. 

 

Introduction 
Finally, the moment we’ve all been waiting for… now we can stop calling 

Abraham Abram and Sarah Sarai!  Today’s the day we see God rename them. 
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We also get to talk about every man’s favorite topic – circumcision.  This should 

be fun! 

In chapter 15 we saw the Lord cutting a covenant with Abram.  Now a covenant 

involves two parties, but this was kind of a lopsided covenant.  God did everything; 

Abram just had to trust.  God alone walked through the bloody carcasses and graphically 

ratified his solemn oath to Abram to give him a people and a land through which God  

would one day redeem all peoples and the whole world.  Chapter 15, verse 6 was where 

we saw that great statement – “Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as 

righteousness.”  God’s ways with man have always been the same: he acts, he moves, he 

provides, he promises, he delivers,… we believe.  Justification by faith, the theologians 

call it. 

This is the crux of Christianity, the good news that is the gospel – that you are 

more sinful than you could ever imagine, but by faith in Jesus you can be more accepted 

than you’ve ever dared to dream.  Jesus lived the perfect life we could never live and died 

to pay the penalty for sin we could never pay so that if we put our trust in him we are 

credited with a righteousness we could never earn.  That’s what we saw in chapter 15.  

This is God’s grace.  It’s astounding!! 

Then Moses, the author of Genesis, inserts chapter 16, which we looked at last 

week.  There we were made to see that though Abram was righteous on account of his 

faith, he was still a sinner – simultaneously a saint and a sinner as Martin Luther would 

say.  We also took a break from Abram and Sarai for awhile and saw God’s heart for the 

suffering Hagar. 

And then “thirteen silent years pass between two verses of Scripture: 16:16 

(Abram, 86 years old) and 17:1 (Abram, 99 years old).”
1
  Moses and God(!) want to be 

very clear in making a distinction/in putting a break between what happened in chapter 

15 and what happens in chapter 17, between the covenant made in chapter 15 where 

Abram sat back and watched and the covenant confirmed in chapter 17 where Abram was 

called on to do something, signified by circumcision.  The order is very important.  God’s 

gift of righteousness precedes anything we do.  His unconditional commitment of grace 

comes before any kind of response on our part. 

The apostle Paul makes a big deal about the order of chapters 15 and 17 in 

Romans 4.  “We have been saying that Abraham’s faith was credited to him as 

righteousness.  Under what circumstances was it credited?  Was it after he was 

circumcised, or before?  It was not after, but before” (Rom. 4:9-10)!  So “it is not,” says 

Tim Keller: 

 

1) Abraham binds himself to obey God’s law, and then 

2) God accepts him and bring him into a personal relationship. 

 

“Rather, it is: 

 

1) God accepts Abraham and brings him into a personal relationship, and then 

2) Abraham binds himself to obey God’s law. 

 

“The covenant relationship of chapter 15 comes first, and it is a relationship based on 

God’s grace, entered into only through Abram’s faith.  It is only later that God has 
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Abraham take on a visible oath-sign and promise to follow God’s law.  Of course,” 

Keller says, “this is at the heart of what makes the Biblical gospel different from religion.  

It is not that we obey God and then he accepts us, but he accepts us by grace through faith 

and then we obey God.”
2
  Do you see the drastic difference? 

 We’re not about religion here at Immanuel.  I hope that is clear to everyone who 

comes through.  It’s not about following rules and being a good person and all that stuff.  

What we’re about, what brings us together, what fuels our worship and drives our 

preaching and powers our living is the great and wonderful truths of what God has done 

in Jesus Christ to redeem utterly lost sinners like us to himself. 

And that limitless, boundless, unmerited, unequalled grace frees us up and fills us 

with joy and forever changes our lives.  It turns us upside down and inside out.  It 

transforms us.  That’s what I want to show you today from this text.  In short, it’s just 

this: God’s grace grabs us. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

God Almighty 

 “When Abram was ninety-nine years old [so he’s been at this for 24 years now], 

the Lord appeared to him and said, ‘I am God Almighty…” (v. 1).  Let’s just pause right 

there for a moment.  God Almighty is a pretty good translation of the Hebrew term El-

Shaddai.  It’s a term that refers to God’s Godness – his power, his omnipotence, his 

sovereignty.  It’s a thunderous title – the All Mighty God!  And this is how the Lord 

introduces himself to Abram this time. 

 Have you realized that the Lord is God Almighty?  I mean, have you?  Has the 

full force of that reality ever hit you?  So many times we come to church, come to prayer, 

come to the Bible kind of as if we’re interviewing God for a job position of “personal 

deity in my life.”
3
  We have such a diminished view of God – the One who spoke the 

universe into existence, who if he ceased willing for us to be we would vanish in an 

instant, “who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light” (1Tim. 6:16). 

 When we hear talk about him being gracious and forgiving, about him crediting 

righteousness to our account even though we’re sinners we often conjure up images of a 

soft, fluffy, aw-shucks kind of God, draped in a baby blue night gown and floating on 

cumulus clouds.  But do you realize what it cost for us to have grace?  It meant the strong 

fury of God’s vicious wrath being unleashed with full force on Jesus on the cross, 

crushing him, flooding him with unfathomable anguish, ripping in to him with righteous 

anger, so that our heinous sin could be propitiated. 

 God is not a wimpy God.  I saw footage of the tornadoes in the south on TV this 

week and I read Ps. 29 – “The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is 

majestic…  The voice of the Lord strikes with flashes of lightning… The voice of the 

Lord twists the oaks and strips the forests bare.  And in his temple all cry, ‘Glory!’” (Ps. 

29:4, 7, 9).  “Our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29).  He is infinitely big.  He is God 

Almighty, El-Shaddai.  Be careful that you don’t try to contain him or diminish him or 

see him as something to be trifled with or pushed to the side. 

 

God Almighty’s Requirements 
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 Boom!  The Lord appeared to Abram and introduced himself with these 

thunderous words, “I am God Almighty.”  Would that grab your attention?  Then he 

added, “walk before me and be blameless” (v. 1).  Here God gives Abram a summary of 

what he expects from him. 

 We’ve seen two guys earlier in Genesis that were said to have “walked with God” 

– Enoch and Noah.  And we talked about the relational overtones of that phrase.  

Intimacy is implied.  You go on walks with people you enjoy.  And I imagine there’s a bit 

of that in God’s words here to Abram.  God expects a relationship of closeness with 

Abram. 

 But it doesn’t say “walk with me.”  What does it say?  “Walk before me.”  

Literally, walk in front of my face.  In other words, do everything you do with an 

awareness of my presence presiding over you.  Realize nothing you do is done outside of 

my view.  Do you know how easy it is to slip into extended periods of living life without 

any cognizance of God’s presence, as if he is somewhere else? 

 And walking also carries with it a sense of process.  It’s a journey.  It’s a 

development.  So God is calling for a step-by-step growing relationship lived out before 

his face. 

 He also says, “Be blameless” (v. 1).  The English word in our minds seems to 

refer to perfection with regard to performance.  But the Hebrew word used here has to do 

with wholeness, completeness, being fully integrated, not being divided in your loyalties.  

God is calling for Abram to be wholly devoted to him.  Not necessarily perfect behavior 

(although that’s naturally part of it), but first an unmixed allegiance.  God wants Abram’s 

heart… all of it! 

 Then the Lord says that he is going to confirm his covenant with Abram, that he 

remains committed and devoted to Abram and unwavering in his determination to 

“greatly increase [his] numbers” (v. 2).  God’s grace is unchanged, but now he makes 

clear that this grace is meant to capture Abram’s heart and affections, to grab him. 

 

Abram’s Response 

How does Abram respond?  “Abram fell facedown” (v. 3).  When confronted with 

El-Shaddai Abram had no other choice than to gladly fall at his feet in worship and bow 

in humble submission.  He was knocked over.  He was blown away.  Have you ever been 

knocked over or blown away by God?  Have you ever fallen on your face, literally, 

before him because it seemed the only appropriate thing to do?  God’s grace and God’s 

glory has to make an impact on you in some way, otherwise you haven’t truly 

encountered it. 

 I didn’t come up with this but let me borrow from someone else’s illustration:  

Suppose you were supposed to meet up with me for coffee at the Starbucks across the 

street tomorrow at 10:00 AM.  10:00 AM come and went and I was waiting for you until 

10:30 and finally you came in and said, “I’m so sorry I’m late.  I was driving my car and 

getting ready to get off of 90/94 at Taylor Street when I got a flat tire.  I pulled over to the 

side of the road and got out to fix it and then all of a sudden a 10-ton semi-truck going 60 

mph hit me straight on.  But now I’m finally here.”  I would say, “Yeah, right!  You 

expect me to believe you just had an encounter with a 10-ton semi and you came away 

unscathed?!”
4
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 This is kind of like what’s going on in Genesis chapter 17.  So many people claim 

to have had an encounter with God Almighty but they’re unchanged.  You can’t say 

you’ve met the King of the Universe and not have been moved.  It’s preposterous.  You 

can’t claim to have experienced God’s violent grace that would crush his Son in your 

place and declare you righteous in his courts and not be blown away at some level and 

forever changed and brought to your knees in worship.  God’s grace grabs us, it grips 

us.  It elicits our allegiance. 

 

God’s Part 

 With Abram on his face before El-Shaddai God proceeded to “confirm” the 

covenant he made with Abram in ch. 15.  He began to spell out again everything he had 

promised to do.  And each time he’s done this he fills it out with more detail.  “As for me, 

this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations” (v. 4).  Not just 

one great nation, but many nations will come from Abram. 

“No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have 

made you a father of many nations” (v. 5).  In renaming Abram to Abraham God is 

accomplishing two things.  First, he’s asserting ownership over Abraham.  God is 

exercising authority like a master to a slave.  God had bought Abraham with his grace 

and now Abraham belonged wholly to God.  Secondly, he’s conferring a new identity on 

Abraham.  He is no longer the same person as a result of God’s grace in his life.  His 

identity has been changed.  He is no longer a barren man whose name means “exalted 

father,” referring to his father Terah – a respected man back in Ur.  His new name means 

“father of many nations.”  This is who he is now, because of what God had done and was 

doing in his life to bless him. 

 God goes on: “I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings 

will come from you.  I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me 

and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and 

the God of your descendants after you.  The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an 

alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and 

I will be their God” (vv. 6-8). 

 Descendants and a land… God is reiterating what he’s said before, but with more 

detail and fullness.  Kings will come from him, royal blood!  There’s also this word 

“everlasting” that’s used a few times in this interchange.  It will be an “everlasting” 

covenant.  The Hebrew word olam that’s translated “everlasting” does not have to mean 

“without end” like we think of the word “eternal” meaning.  It can simply mean 

“permanent until its purpose has been fulfilled.”  So when this word is used to describe 

God’s covenant with Abraham it is referring to its permanent nature but it “does not 

mean that the purpose it serves will never be obsolete.”
6
  The book of Hebrews tells us 

that the Old Covenant has become obsolete with Christ.  The whole purpose of this 

covenant was forward looking, anticipating Christ who has now come.  He is the ultimate 

King that would come from Abraham who has established a new covenant with his 

people.  Now the ethnic pedigree and the geographic specificity are no longer needed.  

Christ has come to redeem all peoples and the whole world. 

 But notice again the surety with which the Lord is speaking.  “I will do this…  I 

will do this…”  It’s settled.  God has committed himself to work through Abraham.  As 

one person has put it, “This covenant with Abraham is something God initiates, 
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something he maintains, and something he brings to fulfillment.”
7
  It’s all God and it’s all 

grace. 

 

Abraham’s Part 

But now this time, unlike in chapter 15, God says to Abraham, “As for you, you 

must keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to come” 

(v. 9).  Abraham just trusts that God will do what he’s said he will do and righteousness 

is credited to him and God does it.  But now we find out there’s also a response to this 

grace that is expected.  “This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 

the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised.  You are to 

undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you” (vv. 

10-11). 

 What is circumcision?  If you don’t know what that is… go home and call your 

parents.  Where did God come up with this idea?  Well, it was a known practice already 

at this time among some cultures as an initiation rite into manhood, a coming of age 

ceremony.  Teenage boys would do it to signify their entrance into the adult community.  

God simply takes a cultural custom and infuses it with new meaning.  For Abraham it 

would signify that he belonged to God. 

 In Genesis 9 God made a covenant with Noah never to destroy the world by flood 

again and then he made a “sign of the covenant” (same phrase) in the sky – the rainbow.  

Whenever God or man saw a rainbow in the sky they would be reminded of God’s oath 

and promise.  Similarly, I wear a wedding ring as a sign of the covenant I made with 

Andrea on June 29, 2002, to “have and to hold from that day forward, for better for 

worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do 

us part.” 

 Why does God choose this practice of circumcision as the sign of his covenant 

with Abraham?  Here are a few likely reasons: 

 

(1) It’s permanent.  Unlike a rainbow that comes and goes or a ring that can be 

taken off, this sign is always there.  It’s irrevocable, just like God’s promise. 

(2) It’s pictorial.  The cutting off of something pictures the “putting off of the 

sinful nature” (Col. 2:11), the removal of the old ways. 

(3) It’s personal.  There’s a reason they’re called private parts, you know?  God 

wants to deal with the most private, intimate place of Abraham’s body 

because he wants into the most private, intimate place of his soul. 

(4) It’s painful.  It called for Abraham to surrender himself to God, and surrender 

always hurts. 

(5) It’s procreative.  God’s command of circumcision went right after the part of 

Abraham that Abraham had failed to use well with the whole Hagar incident 

and what God would use now to fulfill and perpetuate his covenant. 

 

Put it all together and you see it’s a way to graphically symbolize that God’s grace had 

grabbed Abraham.  Abraham was fully and totally given over to God.  God had more 

than just Abraham’s heart, he had his -----.  Someone once said, “If men can commit this 

part of them to the Lord then they’ve committed all of them to the Lord.”  It was a sign 

that God had won over all of Abraham’s allegiance with his covenant of grace. 
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 And he had.  Skip down to v. 23.  “On that very day…”  Note the immediacy with 

which Abraham responds.  We often delay obedience until we forget about it or hold 

things back from God, but on that very day Abraham circumcised himself “as God told 

him” (v. 23).  Guys: don’t try this at home, okay? 

Then it says, “Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised” (v. 

24).  Now, when I was growing up my grandma was a beautician (still is if you can 

believe it) and she would cut my brother’s and my hair.  She must have been in her 

seventies at this time and you never asked Grandma to pass the gravy at the dinner table, 

so I don’t know why we asked her to cut our hair.  Her hands shook like crazy.  And I 

remember the last time I had her cut my hair.  She was trimming around my ears with 

scissors and snipped my ear and I started bleeding.  Here we have a ninety-nine year old 

man circumcising himself… with a sharp rock!  He must have been pretty devoted to 

God, wouldn’t you say? 

 

The Covenant Community 

There’s some other stuff in here too.  This didn’t just involve Abraham.  Sarai got 

a new name too; more like an updated name – Sarah.  It still meant the same thing as 

Sarai – princess.  But God said, “I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her.  I 

will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from 

her” (v. 16).  This princess would be the mother of kings!  This blew Abraham away.  

Remember: for the last 13 years he’s probably thought Ishmael was the fulfillment of the 

promise!  He falls facedown again in worship which turns into laughter because he just 

couldn’t fathom how he and Sarah would have a kid!  He says, “I’m already changing my 

own diapers!  And now I’m going to change a baby’s?!”  That’s a literal translation of the 

Hebrew.  But God says he will do it within the year and the boy’s name will be Isaac 

(which means “laughter”) and though he will make Ishmael into a mighty nation, it will 

be through Isaac that God will continue his covenant. 

 So we see here that the name changing involves Sarah too.  We also see that the 

circumcision involves all the males in Abraham’s household as well.  So the covenant 

was communal.  It wasn’t individualistic.  What happened that day has parallels to the 

communal nature of God’s covenant with people today in Christ.  When you come into 

relationship with God through Jesus you come into a relationship with other people that 

are part of the same covenant.  For example, our church has a covenant that people who 

join it sign and it starts off with these words – “As a member of Immanuel Baptist 

Church, I declare myself to be a follower of Jesus Christ and affirm that I cannot be such 

apart from a community of other Christ followers.”  We need the church!  And what 

happened in Genesis 17 also foreshadows the church in that the covenant community 

included Jew and Gentile, slave and free, and male and female (if you count Sarah, even 

though she couldn’t be circumcised).  Think about it… 

 And we also see today that circumcision wasn’t just to be a sign of the covenant 

for Abraham and his household, but also “for the generations to come every male among 

[Abraham’s house] who is eight days old must be circumcised” (v. 12).  The covenant 

was something that would in a sense be passed down from generation to generation 

through Isaac.  This is where several Christian traditions derive their practice of infant 

baptism.  Baptism, they say, replaces circumcision as the sign of the covenant.  And if 8-

day-old babies could be circumcised in the old covenant, then infants can be baptized in 
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the new.  It makes sense.  Some of my greatest heroes in the faith – past and present – 

hold to this view and I have great respect for it. 

 But there’s also another tradition, of which this church is a part, that sees the 

biblical teaching on baptism to be that it pictures and declares what has happened in a 

person’s life due to their faith in Christ.  So inasmuch as circumcision was for Abraham a 

sign of and symbolic response to what God had graciously done to declare him righteous 

because of his faith it is a helpful analogy to baptism in the NT.  But circumcision for 

Abraham’s descendants meant something altogether different than it did for Abraham.  

For them it simply marked them off as the physical descendants of Abraham and thus 

results of the promise and the people through whom the promise would continue until it 

found its fulfillment in Christ.  It represented that you were part of the ethnic community 

through which the promise to Abraham would be fulfilled and thus in that sense has no 

parallels to baptism today. 

 

Conclusion 

 The main point of the passage is that God made a covenant with Abraham in 

chapter 15.  God did everything; Abraham just trusted.  God alone walked through the 

severed carcasses; Abraham sat back and watched.  There were no obligations that 

Abraham was required to fulfill, there was nothing he was supposed to do.  In chapter 17 

that very same covenant is confirmed but this time there is something that is expected 

from Abraham.  There’s a response that God’s unilateral, unconditional grace is supposed 

to elicit – wholehearted allegiance and devotion.  God’s grace grabs us.  God Almighty 

says, “Walk before me and be blameless” (v. 1).  And this wholesale surrender is 

expressed by Abraham getting circumcised.  God has all of him. 

 We’ve got to be very careful not to blur the distinction.  We’re not supposed to try 

to make up for our sins with our devotion, because it won’t work.  And we’re not 

supposed to try to repay God for his grace, because we can’t.  But our allegiance and 

devotion is supposed to be a natural outburst of joy as a result of being forgiven and 

accepted. 

 So have you experienced that? 

Does God have all of you?  Have you said, “Yes, Lord!  Your grace has so 

gripped me that I want to give you my whole heart, my everything, my total allegiance, 

every area and aspect of my life is surrendered to you.”  We’re talking about where you 

live, how you spend your time, how you spend your money, what you dream about, what 

you hope for, what you turn to for satisfaction.  He should be the first person you talk to 

at the beginning of the day and the last person at the end of the day.  You should go to 

work to bring glory to God, go on vacations to be refreshed by God, eat to have energy to 

serve God, watch TV to understand better people’s need for God, have kids to teach them 

about God, read books that help you know God, listen to music to worship God, and I 

could go on and on.  You should be consumed with God. 

 How are you doing at that?  Not good?  We never give God the total devotion he 

deserves, do we?  So what do we do?  Try harder?  Give up?  No, we repent and then we 

go back to Genesis 15; we go back to the gospel and believe it again.  My righteousness 

is not connected with anything I do, but entirely in what Jesus has done for me!  Genesis 

17:14 says, “Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be 

cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.”  It’s a play on words: “be cut or be 
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cut off.”
10

  We’ve all failed to do what circumcision was meant to symbolize for 

Abraham.  We’ve all broken his covenant and deserve to be cut off from him.  But Jesus 

was “cut off from the land of the living” (Is. 53:8) on our behalf. 

 We just keep coming back to this good news that Jesus lived the perfect life we 

could never live and died to pay the penalty for sin we could never pay so that if we put 

our trust in him we are credited with a righteousness we could never earn.  It’s an 

amazing truth – I am completely sinful and yet completely accepted at the same time.  

And this recognition leads to greater worship.  I am a bigger sinner than I thought and yet 

he is a bigger Savior than I thought.  God’s grace grabs us… 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 One of the ways Jesus has given us to keep believing the gospel is the Lord’s 

Table.  On the night before he was betrayed he took bread and wine and gave it to his 

disciples and said to do this in remembrance of him often until he returned.  It was a sign 

of the new covenant Christ made in his own blood… 

Feel free to get facedown, raise your hands… 

 

Benediction 
May God’s glorious grace so grab and grip you that give him your whole being in glad 

gratitude! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 10, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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