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Text 
After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, 

your very great reward." 
2 
But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain 

childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 
3 
And Abram said, "You have 

given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir." 
4 
Then the word of the LORD came to 

him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 
5 
He took 

him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars-- if indeed you can count them." Then he 

said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 
6 
Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as 

righteousness. 
7 
He also said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give 

you this land to take possession of it." 
8 
But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will 

gain possession of it?" 
9 
So the LORD said to him, "Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years 

old, along with a dove and a young pigeon." 
10 

Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and 

arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 
11 

Then birds of prey 

came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 
12 

As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep 

sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. 
13 

Then the LORD said to him, "Know for certain 

that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and 

mistreated four hundred years. 
14 

But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will 

come out with great possessions. 
15 

You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good 

old age. 
16 

In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has 

not yet reached its full measure." 
17 

When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a 

blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 
18 

On that day the LORD made a covenant with 

Abram and said, "To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 

Euphrates-- 
19 

the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 
20 

Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 
21 

Amorites, 

Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites." 

 

Introduction 
Are you ready for some big time theology?  Genesis chapter 15 is dense and full.  

It is the deepest mine of the richest ore that the Apostle Paul digs in to when constructing 

his greatest doctrine – justification by faith alone (that we are made right with God solely 

based upon our faith and not by anything we do).  “Theologically, it is probably the most 

important chapter of this entire [Abraham] collection,”
1
 says one commentator.  It plays a 

prominent role in Romans chapter 4 and Galatians chapter 3 (and, illustrating its 

complexity, it’s also used in James chapter 2).  There’s some pretty heavy stuff in here: 

the nature of faith, the imputation of righteousness, the monergistic aspect of God’s 

covenant.  This is the kind of text that makes theologians write books thick enough to 

press your shirts with. 
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Doctrine is a dirty word to many today, but doctrine is indispensable.  I hope you 

take it seriously.  Because if you believe enough wrong things about God, it’s possible 

that you’re believing in the wrong God. 

But what we’re dealing with today is something that goes way beyond a matter of 

orthodoxy or a chapter in a tome called Systematic Theology.  What we’re looking at 

today is immensely practical.  It’s the difference between a life of perpetual frustration, 

insecurity, turmoil, and uneasiness and a life of peace, freedom, confidence, and joy.  If 

you don’t get this glorious message of justification by faith your attempts at living the 

Christian life will be utterly exhausting.  It was true for a young Augustinian monk in the 

early 1500s named Martin Luther before he discovered the truths nestled in Genesis 

chapter 15 and it is true of so many people I know today who find Christianity to be so 

wearying, who find God to be so exacting, who find life to be so sapping. 

I want to free you from that.  I want to do it with doctrine.  We’re going to look at 

Genesis 15 today and in short what we’re going to see is just this: God does everything 

for us; we must just trust.  We’re going to go through the story and look first at 

Abram’s doubt, then Abram’s faith, and then God’s oath and then we’re going to go back 

through in reverse order and see what it all might mean for us today in light of what 

transpired in the person of Jesus.  This basic dictum was true for Abram; it is true for us: 

God does everything; we just trust. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Abram’s Doubt 

 What have we noticed so far with Abram and his relationship with God?  It’s up 

and down, right?  It’s dynamic.  I’ve described it before a roller coaster.  You can think 

of it like a stock market graph.  You’ve all seen these before, right?  The overall 

trajectory if you look at it over the last 100 years is upward.  But if you look closer you 

see there are dips and peaks, bulls and bears, growth and crashes.  That’s how the life of 

faith works. 

 Abram’s faith was flat-lined when he lived in Ur – nothing.  But then the Lord 

spoke to Abram and called him out of his homeland and promised to make him into a 

great nation that would spread God’s blessing throughout the whole earth.  Abram’s faith 

came alive and skyrocketed.  He left for Canaan and when he arrived his faith just 

continued to grow as the Lord continued to reveal more of himself to him. 

 Then he crashed.  His faith plummeted.  A famine hit hard and fear hit harder and 

he bolted for Egypt.  And there he tried to pass his wife off as his sister in order to save 

his own skin.  Not good.  But God graciously intervened and put him back on track.  And 

Abram’s faith rebounded and grew steadily.  We saw his magnanimity rising too as his 

faith grew.  Now he started to put the needs of others above his own. 

 Last week we saw his faith hit a new high as he stuck himself out for his nephew 

Lot and rescued him from the hands of his captors.  And then he came back and gave all 

the spoil away to his priest Melchizedek, to his allies Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre, and to 

the king of Sodom.  And today his faith will break all previous records… but not before it 

takes another brief dip. 

 Chapter 15 starts off, “After this…”  After what?  After this great victory over 

Kedorlaomer and his allies and after this great display of faith that gave away all the 
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spoils of victory.  “After this the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: ‘Do not be 

afraid, Abram.  I am your shield, your very great reward’” (15:1). 

The word of the Lord came!  Oh that’s beautiful!  Don’t you just love that there’s 

a God that speaks?  This formulation occurs once more in this chapter (cf. v. 4), but never 

before in Genesis and not again in the Pentateuch.  This is a special revelation of God.  

We see it time and again with the prophets where God sends a message through an Isaiah 

or a Jeremiah or an Ezekiel or a Jonah or a Haggai or a Zechariah.  God speaks!  May we 

hear the word of the Lord coming to us today through this passage of Scripture! 

And what was the word of the Lord to Abram?  It was a word of comfort, of 

reassurance.  Because evidently Abram’s faith was faltering, right after such a 

mountaintop experience.  The Lord tells him, “Do not be afraid, Abram.”  Fear had crept 

back in.  What was he afraid of?  The Lord tells him, “I am your shield.”  After the great 

victory over Kedorlaomer and his allies Abram started to think to himself, “What was I 

thinking launching a surprise attack against the mighty coalition that controlled the 

region?  I’m just 318 men!”  He was afraid of possible retaliation.  But God tells him he 

will be his shield. 

“Do not be afraid, Abram.  I am your…very great reward.”  After the great 

display of faith that gave away all the spoils of victory Abram started to second guess 

himself, “Did I get a little carried away?  I could have kept some for myself.  I could be 

rich now?  What was I thinking?”  He was afraid of financial insecurity.  But God tells 

him he will be his reward. 

This is common isn’t it?  After a high comes a low.  After the prophet Elijah is 

used by God to humiliate the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 18 he slips into a suicidal 

depression in 1 Kings 19.  Have you ever experienced this?  I’m sure you have.  The high 

wears off.  The Enemy attacks.  The hope gives way to disillusionment.  The advances 

lend to a numbing pride that leads to an embarrassing fall.  You just can’t stay on the 

mountain top all the time.  And if Abram’s faith vacillated should we expect any different 

for ourselves?  I personally have lots of ups and downs in my faith and I’m comforted to 

see Abram had them too. 

Abram’s down.  And next something new happens.  Abram talks back to God.  

We’ve seen God address Abram before, but this is the first time we’ve seen Abram 

engage and address the Lord.  “But Abram said, ‘O Sovereign Lord, what can you give 

me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of 

Damascus?’  And Abram said, ‘You have given me no children; so a servant in my 

household will be my heir’” (vv. 2-3).  Abram’s getting old, he’s making his will, and he 

has no son yet.  So Abram’s top servant is in line to get his stuff. 

But what I want you to notice here is that divine monologues (where God does all 

the talking) now give way to dialogues in the narrative.  It happens again in v. 8 after the 

Lord reiterates his promise to give him the land – “But Abram said, ‘O Sovereign Lord, 

how can I know that I will gain possession of it?’”  Abram is voicing his doubts to God.  

Question: is this a positive development in Abram’s life?  What do you think? 

Is it good to talk back to God?  Well, it depends on how you do it.  If you’re sassy 

that’s bad.  But I don’t think this is sassy.  Abram is doubting God and all doubt is a lack 

of faith, but there are different kinds of doubt.  There’s angry doubt.  There’s prideful 

doubt.  There’s a doubt that’s prevalent today which throws its hands up in the air and 

says, “We can’t know anything!” and revels in a fog of uncertainty.  That’s bad.  But then 
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there’s respectful doubt, humble doubt, doubt that is honest but seeks understanding.  

There’s doubt that says, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief” (Mk. 9:24)!  “I 

want to understand more.  I want to trust more.”  Notice Abram still addresses God – “O 

Sovereign Lord.”  He still believes; he’s still submissive, but he’s struggling.  And even 

though Abram is expressing doubts, I think this represents a step forward in Abram’s 

relationship with the Lord.  He’s dialoguing with God; that’s good!  That’s growth.  

We’ll see this develop more in chapter 18 where Abram gets very bold with God. 

Dialoguing with God about your doubts reflects maturity.  In fact, the farther you 

go into God the more doubts you will encounter, the more questions you will have, the 

more tests you will undergo.  It’s good.  They open the doors to even greater things just 

beyond the threshold of doubt.  A natural part of most people’s spiritual growth involves 

crises of faith.  It’s okay.  Jude 22 commands us to “be merciful with those who doubt.”  

God certainly is.  He wants us to come to him with our questions and be honest and ask 

for help.  Abram’s faith wasn’t perfect.  He had ups and downs.  He had doubts.  No one 

ever gets beyond doubt.  Isn’t that comforting? 

 

Abram’s Faith 

 Let’s look at how God responds.  God didn’t strike Abram temporarily mute, like 

he did Zechariah when he was told he was going to have John the Baptist in his old age 

and didn’t believe it (again, different kind of doubt; there’s a difference between scoffing 

and skepticism).  Instead we read these tender words – the Lord “took him outside and 

said, ‘Look up at the heavens and count the stars – if indeed you can count them.’  Then 

he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be’” (v. 5).  Isn’t this sweet?  God takes him by 

the hand and leads him outside and lifts his face to see the sky and gives him an object 

lesson, an illustration.  He makes it tangible.  “[Abram,] this man will not be your heir, 

but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.  [In fact, I will make your 

descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky]” (v. 4). 

Have you ever seen a night sky littered with stars?  We don’t see very many stars 

here in Chicago.  There’s too much light pollution.  I could see a lot more growing up on 

the farm in Indiana.  But the time when it really blew me away was when I went camping 

at Zion National Park in Utah.  Anybody ever been there?  It was unbelievable!  The 

whole sky – from horizon to horizon – was full of tiny, sparkling white flecks.  I have to 

imagine this is something like what Abram saw in those pristine Palestinian skies 4,000 

years ago.  God was making it clear that he would give Abram an heir that was his own 

flesh and blood.  And from that son there would be a worldwide, global effect; a massive 

people.  That son would spawn a great nation and through that great nation somehow 

blessing and salvation would come to the whole world.  Abram didn’t completely 

understand this, but one of those stars he saw that night represented Christ – the bright 

Morning Star – through whom the whole cosmos would be redeemed.  This was 

breathtaking, staggering! 

And here it is.  Are you ready?  The verse that explodes off the page and echoes 

throughout the rest of Scripture.  In fact, it reverberates across the entire span of history.  

“Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness” (v. 6).  God 

reiterated and reinforced his promise to Abram that he would give him a son.  Abram 

couldn’t see how this could be, he had doubts but he believed… he trusted what God said 

and that God would deliver.  He had faith that God would do this for him. 
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And God credited that faith to him as righteousness.  What does it mean to credit 

something as something else?  It means to confer a different status on it than was there 

previously.  It’s a bookkeeping metaphor.  Tim Keller uses the analogy – “If a college 

registrar ‘gives credit’ for life experience in the marketplace, she is conferring a status 

and a value on that work that was not there previously.  Your labor is now ‘credited’ to 

you as college degree work.”
2
  The word is also translated as reckoned, counted, or 

imputed by different versions.  They all mean the same thing. 

What does righteousness refer to?  Righteousness refers to moral and lawful 

conduct.  It’s what avoids God’s judgment and merits his favor.  So put it all together.  

What is this saying?  Abram simply believed what God was promising him and God 

looked at that belief and credited Abram’s account with righteousness.  So now in God’s 

holy eyes, Abram was righteous… because he just trusted.  That’s what made him 

righteous. 

“Righteousness,” writes an OT scholar named Gordon Wenham, “is a guarantee 

of salvation, of acquittal in the day of judgment.  It involves conformity to God’s will set 

forth in the law.  Here, however, faith counts for righteousness…  To be sure,” he goes 

on to say, “faith when genuine issues in righteous deeds, but that is not what the text 

says: faith counts for (instead of) righteousness.”
3
  So let’s be really clear it’s not just 

saying that his faith produced righteousness in Abram’s life (which faith does inevitably) 

nor is it saying that his faith was his righteousness/that his righteousness consisted of his 

faith (which some people are trying to say today
4
), but that his faith was treated as if it 

was righteousness. 

Abram didn’t have a righteousness of his own that could stand up in God’s law 

court.  He was just a vacillating, fickle fellow who would lie to pass his wife off as his 

sister to save his own skin.  Left to himself he would still be worshipping the moon back 

in Ur or the sun down in Egypt.  His faith wasn’t even perfect, but God made a promise 

to Abram and Abram beneath all his doubts really believed him and so God imputed 

righteousness to Abram, counted him as righteous… just because he trusted. 

 

God’s Oath 

 Alright, it gets even better.  God’s promise was more than just a son and a people.  

It was for a land.  Verse 7 – “He also said to him, ‘I am the Lord, who brought you out of 

Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.’  But Abram said, ‘O 

Sovereign Lord, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?’  So the Lord said to 

him, ‘Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a 

young pigeon’” (vv. 7-9).  “Get ready for another object lesson,” in other words. 

 “Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves 

opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half” (v. 10).  Are you picturing 

it?  “As the sun was setting [now it’s the next night], Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a 

thick and dreadful darkness came over him.  Then the Lord said to him, ‘Know for 

certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will 

be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years’” (vv. 12-13).  God is telling Abram ahead 

of time what we will read later in Genesis and at the beginning of Exodus – that the 

nation of Israel spends 400 years as slaves in Egypt.  400 years is a round number; Moses 

will say later it was actually 430 years to the day (cf. Ex. 12:40-41). 
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 God continues, “But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward 

they will come out with great possessions” (v. 14).  Again God is referring to something 

yet to happen, but we will see in the book of Exodus it happens just this way – the 10 

Plagues, the Israelites leaving with a bunch of gold the Egyptians gave them.  “You, 

however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age.  In the fourth 

generation your descendants will come back here [a generation was measured as a 

lifespan which could be over 100 years at this time], for the sin of the Amorites has not 

yet reached its full measure” (v. 15).  “This is one of the pivotal sayings of the Old 

Testament,”
5
 says Derek Kidner.  It shows that the Conquest under Joshua was “an act of 

justice, not aggression.”
6
  It’s a very important concept, but we don’t have time to go into 

that now.  We’ve got to get to what happens next. 

 “When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing 

torch appeared and passed between the pieces” (v. 17).  This is what’s called a theophany 

– an appearance of God.  The fire and the smoke are similar to the great theophany at 

Sinai when the Lord descended on that mountain (i.e. Ex. 19:18).  It’s an imposing, awe-

full sight.  “On that day the Lord made a covenant [literally “cut a covenant”] with 

Abram and said, ‘To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the 

great river, the Euphrates – the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, 

Perizzites, Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites’” (vv. 18-21). 

 What’s going on here?  My guess is that many of you have read this passage 

before but just skipped right over this section.  It doesn’t make much sense; kind of 

trippy.  But this was a common cultural ritual in Abram’s day.  It was how you made and 

ratified a covenant with another party.  Today we shake hands or even sign our names to 

a written contract, which aren’t always honored (I found this out the hard way when I 

signed an agreement with a contractor who took my money and ran and an attorney told 

me there was pretty much nothing I could do about it).  But back then covenants were 

serious business.  They involved a ceremony where each party dramatically acted out the 

penalty for breaking the covenant. 

 So for example they would pour dust over their heads and say, “If I do not keep 

my part of this covenant I am entering into today may the gods smite me and make me 

like this dust.”  With the type of ceremony we see here in Genesis 15 the parties would 

cut an animal in two and make a walk-way between the halves and then they would walk 

through it together and each would say, “May God make me like this animal, if I do not 

fulfill the demands of the covenant.”
7
  “If I don’t keep my promise I can be dismembered 

and slaughtered like this animal.”  We see other evidence of a covenant like this in 

Jeremiah 34:18. 

But there’s something peculiar to this covenant.  What is it?  Only God walks 

through!!  “Here the covenant is simply a promise,” says Walter Brueggemann.  “It is 

one-sided as a commitment on the part of God to Abraham and exacts no comparable 

allegiance from Abraham to God.  It is a commitment of free grace.”
8
  Abram doesn’t 

have to do anything.  He simply watches as God makes this solemn, graphic oath to 

surely give his descendants the land from the Nile to the Euphrates.  God takes the 

initiative.  It’s unilateral.  It’s unconditional.  It’s monergistic (monos = one/alone; ergon 

= work).  God alone does all the work, as opposed to synergism – we work together.  

There’s no bargaining.  It is completely one-sided.  God says, “If I don’t do this, let me 

be cut in two and perish.”  This promise is as secure as anything ever could be.  “I… 
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will… do this!”  God is doing everything; Abram just trusts.  That’s all.  And Abram 

is deemed righteous. 

 

Christ Crucified 
 So now let’s go back through and look at this from the perspective of the NT.  

What happened in Jesus, the Seed of Abram?  What did Jesus come to do?  “The Son of 

Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” 

(Mk. 10:45).  He didn’t come to exact anything from us.  He didn’t come with a message 

of “if you scratch my back I’ll scratch yours.”  He came for the express purpose of being 

rejected, hated, mocked, and scorned.  He came of his own initiative to provide ultimate 

salvation for God’s people.  And he did it by living a perfect life and then laying down 

his life on the cross as a sin substitute.  God really did become like those severed animals 

when Jesus was scourged, nailed to a cross, pierced in the side, and laid in a tomb. 

 There is no way any ordinary human could ever live a life of perfect obedience 

that God demands, could be righteous himself.  There is no way any ordinary human 

being could ever pay the just penalty that her sins deserved, could atone for her 

unrighteousness.  But Jesus did it all for people.  His character and behavior was 

impeccable.  And yet he willingly took on human sin and bore the wrath of God for it, 

suffering unto death.  It was completely one-sided.  We can’t do anything to add to it.  It 

was a unilateral move.  It a monergistic act of salvation.  Jesus did everything.  “God 

made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God” (2Cor. 5:21). 

 

Our Faith 
How does that happen?  How do we get in on that?  Simply by trusting it was for 

us.  If we believe it then, our sin is credited to Christ’s account and he pays for it and 

Christ’s righteousness is credited to our account and we benefit from it.  We believe the 

Lord and it is credited to us as righteousness.  We don’t do anything to be righteous.  We 

can’t do anything.  God has done everything in Christ; we just trust… and it’s ours! 

Paul uses the example of Abram in Romans 4 to explain how this works.  “If, in 

fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about – but not before 

God.  What does the Scripture say?  ‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him 

as righteousness.’  Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, 

but as an obligation.  However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who 

justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness”  (Rom. 4:2-5).  He says later – 

“The words ‘it was credited to him’ were written not for him alone, but also for us, to 

whom God will credit righteousness – for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our 

Lord from the dead.  He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for 

our justification” (Rom. 4:23-25). 

Salvation has always been by faith alone.  It is never a human achievement.  

Righteousness is credited to us as a gift.  Faith is merely the instrument or vehicle that 

unites us to Christ in whom an alien righteousness – a righteousness outside of ourselves 

– is imputed/reckoned/counted/credited to us.  God does everything for us; we just 

trust. 

Do you believe that there is a God?  Do you believe that you are unrighteous in 

his sight on your own?  God promises that if you believe this and simply trust that Christ 
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took your unrighteousness on himself and bore the penalty and that in turn he gives you 

his righteousness, then in fact your sin is not credited to your account but instead Christ’s 

righteousness is.  You are righteous, no matter what you’ve done.  I urge you to believe 

this today. 

 

Our Doubt 

Your faith won’t be perfect.  You may not completely understand how this could 

be, but just trust that it is.  You may struggle at times with not feeling righteous, not 

having done enough.  But the word of the Lord says, “You are.  You don’t have to do 

anything more.”  We may have moments of doubt where we fear man or death or when 

we find ourselves believing that money or prestige or sex or food or vacations or family 

or people’s approval or whatever is more satisfying than God.  But we must keep coming 

back to trusting that Christ’s death has purchased for us the greatest reward, the most 

valuable treasure there is – GOD!  We have everything we need.  And that we are 

shielded from God’s wrath so if God is for us who could be against us?  What can mortal 

man do to me?  We are safe in his hands. 

 

Conclusion 
God has done everything for us in Christ; we must just trust.  If we lose this 

doctrine we lose Christianity because it becomes just like any other religion where we 

have to do certain things to be righteous and acceptable to God.  But, this is more than 

just getting our doctrinal ducks in a row.  If we lose justification by faith and the 

imputation of Christ’s righteousness to us then we lose our souls.  We lose our joy.  We 

lose our sanity.  We lose our hope.  We lose everything!  We will go crazy and we will go 

to our grave without assurance that we are right with God. 

The imputation of Christ’s righteousness based on what he has done and nothing 

we do takes the pressure off.  It eliminates the nagging need to perform.  It frees us from 

the shackles of measuring up.  If you know that you are righteous in God’s eyes, it 

changes everything!  There’s nothing you have to do to make God love you.  He loves 

you!  This is good news.  This is astonishing.  This fills you with freedom and love and 

joy and purpose. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Just like he did with Abram and the stars and the severed animals the Lord gave 

us an object lesson to calm our fears and silence our doubts and remind us that he does 

everything and all we have to do is trust him.  On the night before Jesus was arrested and 

sentenced to death he sat his disciples down to eat a meal.  “He took bread, gave thanks 

and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me.’  In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you’” (Lk. 22:19-20).  As 

we eat this meal together today, let us put our trust in God that what he says he did in 

Christ he surely did and as a result we are completely righteous in his sight… 
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Benediction 
May you boast about God to everyone you meet for because of him you are in Christ 

Jesus, who has become for you wisdom from God – that is, your righteousness, holiness 

and redemption. – 1 Corinthians 1:30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, January 27, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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