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Text 
At this time Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer king of Elam and Tidal king of 

Goiim 
2 
went to war against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, 

Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 
3 
All these latter kings joined forces in the 

Valley of Siddim (the Salt Sea). 
4 
For twelve years they had been subject to Kedorlaomer, but in the 

thirteenth year they rebelled. 
5 
In the fourteenth year, Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him went out 

and defeated the Rephaites in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzites in Ham, the Emites in Shaveh Kiriathaim 
6 

and the Horites in the hill country of Seir, as far as El Paran near the desert. 
7 
Then they turned back and 

went to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and they conquered the whole territory of the Amalekites, as well as 

the Amorites who were living in Hazazon Tamar. 
8 
Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king 

of Admah, the king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) marched out and drew up their battle 

lines in the Valley of Siddim 
9 
against Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of 

Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar-- four kings against five. 
10 

Now the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits, 

and when the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some of the men fell into them and the rest fled to the 

hills. 
11 

The four kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food; then they went 

away. 
12 

They also carried off Abram's nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom. 
13 

One who had escaped came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew. Now Abram was living near the great 

trees of Mamre the Amorite, a brother of Eshcol and Aner, all of whom were allied with Abram. 
14 

When 

Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he called out the 318 trained men born in his 

household and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 
15 

During the night Abram divided his men to attack them and 

he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. 
16 

He recovered all the goods and 

brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, together with the women and the other people. 
17 

After 

Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to 

meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). 
18 

Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out 

bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, 
19 

and he blessed Abram, saying, "Blessed be Abram by 

God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. 
20 

And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your 

enemies into your hand." Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 
21 

The king of Sodom said to Abram, 

"Give me the people and keep the goods for yourself." 
22 

But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have 

raised my hand to the LORD, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, and have taken an oath 
23 

that I 

will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a thread or the thong of a sandal, so that you will never be 

able to say, 'I made Abram rich.' 
24 

I will accept nothing but what my men have eaten and the share that 

belongs to the men who went with me-- to Aner, Eshcol and Mamre. Let them have their share." 

 
Introduction 
 It’s seems to be an annual tradition that Time or Newsweek will run a cover story 
about religion or that PBS or some network will air a documentary about the world’s 
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great faiths.  And inevitably it’s titled or described something like this: Man’s search for 

God. 
 As we’ve been going through the book of Genesis – the first book of the Bible – 
we’ve seen that it’s about anything but man’s search for God.  Instead it tells the story of 
man’s (and woman’s) running from God.  And actually, it speaks of God’s search for 
man.  The God who made all that is… the God who everyone is in rebellion against… is 
a God on a mission, a God of grace, a God who searches out men and women and enters 
into a relationship with them. 

We’ve seen how when “every inclination of the thoughts of [man’s] heart was 
only evil all the time” (6:5), a guy named “Noah found favor[/grace] in the eyes of the 
Lord” (6:8).  Lately we’ve been looking at how in a fragmented culture full of false, man-
made religions “the God of glory appeared to [Abram]… while he was still in 
Mesopotamia” (Acts 7:2) and promised to bless him and through him eventually bless all 
peoples of the earth (cf. 12:3). 

Christianity, unlike any other religion, tells of a God that would come into his 
own world to seek and to save what was lost (Lk. 19:10).  In this, it is utterly distinct 
from all other religions.  It’s not about man’s search for God, but God’s search for man. 

Yet in at least one way, the biblical religion is similar to other religions.  Since 
time immemorial people have been religious.  Every ancient civilization had some 
concept of the divine and some system of relating to that realm.  And this has always 
included some type of priest.  From Egypt to Greece to the pre-historic days of England 
or the pre-colonial days of the Americas there have been myriads of local deities, each 
with its own temple and each with its own priestly class that was designated as keepers of 
those temples and representatives of the gods.  The priests would present people’s 
offerings there in the temples in order to keep the god(s) placated and they would lead 
people in religious rituals.  Priests are the middlemen of religion, the go-between between 
humanity and divinity. 

Today, Hinduism has priests.  The Hindu Temple of Greater Chicago1 just over in 
Lemont houses several deities including Sri Rama.  On their web page there’s a chart of 
all the activities you need a priest for and the cost for reserving a priest for that.  Aayush 
Puja (Birthday blessings) cost $151 for the weekday rate and $201 for the weekend.  To 
hire a priest for a wedding costs $401, $501 on the weekend.  Funeral rites, engagement 
parties, baby showers… they’re all listed there and they all require a priest to be present. 

Buddhism has priests.  Even Islam has those who perform a priestly function.  
The “Imam,” says Islamic scholar Yann Richard, “links the human community with the 
invisible world.”2  Everyone needs a priest.  We need someone to help us make that link 
to the invisible world.  We need someone to speak to us on God’s behalf and speak to 
God on our behalf.  We need someone to bring us to God and/or bring God to us.  It’s 
clear that if we’re going to have a relationship of any sort with the divine, we need a 
mediator, a go-between, someone to connect us with God. 

I can’t tell you how many times people want me to perform the task of CRG, as a 
friend of mine calls it – Certified Religious Guy.  When I had my 10-year high school 
reunion I was asked to lead everyone in prayer before the meal.  Our neighbors called us 
up out of the blue this week just to ask us to pray for their house inspection.  On 
Thursday another pastor whose wife is due any moment now, called me and asked me to 
be a back-up for him on Saturday to do a wedding for some otherwise non-religious 
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people, but they seemed to think that it would be good to have a CRG officiate their 
wedding.  Stuff like this happens all the time.  Everyone needs a priest. 

Today we’re going to see that even Abram had a priest.  God sent someone to be 
Abram’s priest.  His name was Melchizedek.  He’s a mysterious figure that has spawned 
a great deal of speculation, but today we’re going to look at who this guy was and what 
significance he has.  And as we unpack the story and let later parts of the Bible inform 
our thinking what we’re going to see is just this: Jesus is the perfect priest. 
 
Let’s pray… 
 
Magnanimity Continued 

As we’ve been looking at this guy named Abram we’ve been seeing that Abram’s 
faith was by no means perfect, but the object of his faith was.  God was gracious to 
Abram and completely true to his word to him.  When Abram wandered from the path 
and fell, God picked him up and put him back on track.  And last week we saw how there 
was this correlation between Abram’s growing understanding of this great God and his 
great grace and his growing ability to put others first.  The more he saw of God the more 
selfless he became and the more selfless he became the more he saw of God… and he 
worshipped.  Looking to God liberated him from looking out for himself.  And so, 
entranced with God’s glory, Abram yielded to his nephew Lot and gave him first pick of 
the land. 

In today’s section we that magnanimity towards Lot continued.  And we also see 
more of God’s faithfulness to Abram. 

“At this time Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer king 
of Elam and Tidal king of Goiim went to war against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of 
Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that 
is, Zoar).  All these latter kings joined forces in the Valley of Siddim (the Salt Sea)” (vv. 
1-3).  We’re being told here of events on the international scene of the day.  Here are the 
major powers of the world in an alliance that exercised control over most of the Ancient 
Near East.  Kedorlaomer was from Elam, which is modern day Iran.  Amraphel was the 
king of Shinar, which we’ve seen earlier is linked with Babylon, which is modern day 
Iraq.  Ellasar, where Arioch was king, was up north and Tidal is a Hittite name, so both of 
them were most likely from regions in modern day Turkey.  A pretty formidable alliance. 

They flexed their muscles and the nations around them opened their wallets.  For 
12 years the five kings of the Dead Sea region – Bera of Sodom, Birsha of Gomorrah, 
Shinab of Admah, Shemeber of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela – paid tribute to this 
powerful alliance.  As long as they gave them a significant amount of money, they were 
allowed a measure of autonomy and freedom.  But in the thirteenth year the five Dead 
Sea kings made their own alliance and decided to stop paying tribute. 

The four major kings, led by Kedorlaomer, wouldn’t put up with such rebellion.  
So the next year they mustered their troops and set out to reassert their authority.  They 
summarily made their way down through the Transjordan and into the Sinai, defeating 
everyone along their way and in effect conquering everything surrounding the five Dead 
Sea kings and isolating them.  It was an impressive show of force. 

Bera, king of Sodom, whose name actually means “evil” and Birsha, king of 
Gomorrah, whose name actually means “wickedness” (interesting), along with the kings 
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of Admah, Zeboiim, and Bela “marched out and drew up their battle lines in the Valley of 
Siddim against Kedorlaomer” and his allies (vv. 8-9).  It seems brave, but we read the 
next verse and see that they got their butts kicked.  “Now the Valley of Siddim was full 
of tar pits, and when the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some of the men fell into 
them and the rest fled to the hills” (v. 10).  We think this valley may be covered by the 
southern part of the Dead Sea today.  We know that under the Dead Sea there are many 
tar pits.  It’s known to have lumps of bitumen floating in it.  In fact, in Roman times it 
was referred to as the Asphalt Sea. 

Whether the people fell in, were pushed in, or jumped in as an act of suicide 
(which is what Calvin thought), the point is they were routed.  “The four kings seized all 
the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food; then they went away.  They also 
carried off Abram’s nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom” (vv. 
11-12).  It’s a fascinating look at the political landscape and protocol of the ancient 
world, isn’t it? 

And here’s where Abram comes into the picture.  Remember, he’s just a tent-
dweller in Canaan, living near Hebron.  Perhaps he watched as the mighty armies 
marched right past him on their way to mop up their rival political powers.  Abram is not 
even noticed; a mere peon.  But he’s about to enter onto the main stage of the 
international scene.  God’s promise – “I will make you into a great nation and…I will 
make your name great” (12:2) – was beginning to come true.  Abram is starting to 
become a major player in the region.  He makes it into the major headlines of the world’s 
news. 

“One who had escaped came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew.  Now 
Abram was living near the great trees of Mamre the Amorite, a brother of Eshcol and 
Aner, all of whom were allied with Abram” (v. 13).  Abram was beginning to form his 
own political alliances.  “When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he 
called out the 318 trained men born in his household and went in pursuit as far as Dan” 
(v. 14).  Literally, he “drew out 318 men,” like one might draw out a sword from its 
sheath.3  And these men were “born in his house and therefore fully loyal (as opposed to 
purchased slaves who might resent their lot and rebel).”4  Abram has his own elite 
fighting force.  Hmmm… this is new. 

They set off in pursuit.  By this time the four kings had gotten as far north as Dan 
– the symbolic northern point of the Promised Land.  “During the night Abram divided 
his men to attack them and he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of 
Damascus.  He recovered all the goods and brought back his relative Lot and his 
possessions, together with the women and the other people” (vv. 15-16).  This is 
astounding.  He utilized the element of surprise and tactical finesse to penetrate a large 
army and recover the captured booty, including his nephew Lot. 
 It’s similar to a story of some of Abram’s contemporary physical descendants. 
 

On June 27, 1976, armed operatives for the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) surprised the twelve crew members of an 
Air France jetliner and its ninety-one passengers, hijacking it to a 
destination unknown.  The plane was tracked heading for Central Africa, 
where indeed it did land under the congenial auspices of then Ugandan 
President Idi Amin.  And there it remained apparently secure at Entebbe 
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Airport, where the hijackers spent the next seven days preparing for their 
next move.  The hijackers were by all estimations in the driver’s seat. 
However  

However, 2,500 miles away in Tel Aviv three Israeli C-130 
Hercules transports were secretly boarded by a deadly force of Israeli 
commandos who within hours attacked Entebbe under cover of darkness.  
In less than sixty minutes the commandos rushed the old terminal, gunned 
down the hijackers, and rescued 110 of the 113 hostages.5 

 
People: sometimes the use of force is just.  Not always, but sometimes.  Abram 

has his own group of highly trained commandos and when people were abducted (and I 
don’t need to tell you what was happening to the conquered women at this time) Abram 
moved in and came to the rescue.  Here we see again Abram’s active faith and selfless 
actions.  He steps out with boldness and puts his life on the line for Lot.  And here we 
also see God true to his word and taking care of Abram, making him into a force for good 
to be reckoned with in the world. 
 
The Historical Melchizedek 

 But all that is just to set up what happens next.  Upon his return “from defeating 
Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him” (v. 17), Abram is met by two kings.  
Abram… is met by kings… in the King’s Valley!  He’s on the level of a king now! 

The first guy is the evil king of sinful Sodom, who comes out of hiding in the hills 
after he fled from Kedorlaomer and his men.  He offers Abram, a self-serving “deal.”  
“I’ll let you keep the goods, if you’ll give me the people.”  How magnanimous!  All of it 
was rightfully Abram’s.  The cowardly king of Sodom deserved to have lost his kingdom.  
He’s trying to maneuver something out of this embarrassing situation. 
 But the real interest lies with this mysterious man called Melchizedek.  Who the 
heck is Melchizedek?  He appears abruptly, seemingly out of nowhere in the story.  
Unlike Bera’s name, which means “evil,” his name means “king of righteousness.”  He’s 
identified as the king of Salem.  Salem means “peace” – the king of righteousness and 
peace.  But Salem is also short for Jerusalem.  It’s used that way in Ps. 76:2.  So he’s the 
king of Jerusalem.  Interesting…  And he comes out to greet Abram with bread and wine 
– most likely a gesture of good will, honor, and a provision of nourishment for the 318 
fatigued war heroes.  A generous king; a righteous king, a king of peace. 
 But he’s more than just a king.  The last part of v. 18 says that “he was priest of 
God Most High.”  He’s a priest – a king-priest.  He’s not just coming to Abram as a 
political move – to make peace with him or try to get in on some of the spoils.  He’s 
coming to offer Abram religious services.  He’s coming as his priest – to point him to 
God and direct God’s blessings to him. 
 He was a priest of “God Most High” – El Elyon.  This is not necessarily or 
exclusively a title for the one true God, the God of Abram, the Lord/Yahweh.  El is the 
same word for a Canaanite deity and there’s evidence that many Canaanites claimed to 
worship an El Elyon, among other deities, and by this they did not mean the God of 
Abram.  It’s safe to assume that Melchizedek was a Canaanite king and priest of this 
Canaanite god, which is a false god.  But similar to a Rahab or a Ruth he hears of the God 
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of Abram and is drawn to him and the Lord works in him to bring him into contact with 
Abram who attests that the Lord (Yahweh) is the Most High God. 
 Look at Abram’s words to the king of Sodom in vv. 22-23 – “I have raised my 
hand to the Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, and have taken an oath 
that I will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a thread or the thong of a sandal, so 
that you will never be able to say, ‘I made Abram rich.’”  Abram identifies the Lord 
(Yahweh) with God Most High, the Creator of heaven and earth.  And in his encounter 
with Abram, Melchizedek is converted to the one true God.  So in a major sense, Abram 
is the one blessing Melchizedek; Gen 12:3 is beginning to come true too. 
 Nonetheless, Abram submits himself to Melchizedek as his priest.  Melchizedek 
“blessed Abram, saying, ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and 
earth.  And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand’” (vv. 
19-20).  Melchizedek stands between God and Abram, a two-way conduit of blessing 
from God to Abram and from Abram to God. 
 And Abram pays him tribute.  In fact, he tithes.  The tithe – 10% – was mandated 
by God later on in the book of Numbers as a means for supporting the priests (it’s 
interesting to see Abram doing it beforehand).  You see, Abram’s gonna have a son 
named Isaac.  And Isaac’s gonna have a son named Jacob, who is later renamed Israel.  
And Jacob/Israel has 12 sons that become the 12 tribes of the nation of Israel and one of 
his sons is named Levi.  The Levites God set apart to be the priests for the nation and 
they were to receive a tenth of everything from the people on behalf of God (cf. Num. 
18:21). 
 Tithing in the OT wasn’t God saying, “Here’s what you need to give me.”  It 
wasn’t answering the question, “How much of my money should I give to God.”  No.  
That’s based on the idea that this is mine and I’ll share with God.  But actually all of your 
money is God’s – “the earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it” (Ps. 24:1).  He owns 
everything and he shares with us.  With the tithe he generously said, “Okay, I’ll let you 
use 90% of what comes through your hands.”  The other 10% went explicitly to God as a 
reminder that everything is a gift from God.  Actually, if you figure in the other offerings 
required in the OT Law people gave closer to 30% of their income to the Lord’s in some 
way.  The NT doesn’t quantify giving with a number or a percentage.  Instead it simply 
calls for generous and sacrificial giving (cf. 2 Cor. 9) as our way to recognize God as the 
source of everything and worship him.  Abram does this through his priest, Melchizedek. 
 
Melchizedek and Psalm 110 

 Well, this is the last we hear about Melchizedek in this story.  He’s never 
mentioned again in Genesis or the Pentateuch.  The next time we come across him in the 
Bible is Psalm 110.  You can turn there if you like.  Psalm 110 is written by David.  
David lived roughly 1,000 years after Abram and he represents the full fruition of God’s 
promise to Abram.  He’s a mighty king over a mighty nation.  He led the nation of Israel 
to become the major world power of the region during his time.  And, one of the things 
he’s most known for is capturing a Jebusite city called Jerusalem and making it into the 
capital of the Hebrew empire.  He even made plans for a great temple of the Lord to be 
built there, which his son Solomon actually did.  David was the king of Salem, the first 
Israelite to sit on Melchizedek’s throne. 
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 And there’s this thing David does in some of his psalms where he’s writing kind 
of about himself, but also peering into the future and describing someone yet to come – 
the Messiah.  That’s what’s happening in Ps. 110.  He starts off: “The Lord says to my 
Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’” (Ps. 
110:1).  Jesus and the NT writers make clear that David was referring to the Messiah and 
also to someone qualitatively superior to himself – David’s Lord; not just a future great 
king, but a future great divine king that sits at God’s right hand.  David was looking 
ahead 1,000 years to Jesus, the God-man who died and rose again and ascended to 
heaven to sit at the right hand of God (cf. Mt. 22:41-46; Acts 2:34-35; Heb. 1:3).  So this 
Psalm is about Jesus. 
 Now, in v. 4 of Psalm 110 we read these words – “The Lord has sworn and will 
not change his mind: ‘You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.’”  This 
future, great, divine king that David sees is also a priest!  Not a priest in the order of 
Aaron, a Levite, but a priest in the order of Melchizedek – that intriguing figure from 
Genesis 14. 
 Later in the OT we see messianic predictions foment.  In Zechariah 6:13 we also 
see these offices of king and priest fused together in the Messiah – “He will be clothed 
with majesty and will sit and rule on his throne.  And he will be a priest on his throne.  
And there will be harmony between the two.”  A king/priest was coming. 
 In between the OT and the NT there was a lot of messianic furor.  And a lot of 
strange speculations about Melchizedek thrown into the mix. 
 
Melchizedek and the NT 

 But then comes Jesus.  He is the epitome of righteousness; the Prince of Peace.  
He’s descended from Judah, humanly speaking, which is the royal line, the line of kings.  
He identifies himself as David’s son and yet David’s Lord.  Psalm 110 is about him.  He 
rides into Jerusalem (!) in a triumphal procession as a king.  And yet he was also going 
there to perform a priestly function, to offer a sacrifice for sins – the sacrifice of himself!  
He was the consummate king-priest.  He didn’t just repeatedly offer a multitude of bulls 
or goats as some kind of religious ritual, but “this priest… offered for all time one 
sacrifice for sins” (Heb. 10:12) – “the sacrifice of himself” (Heb. 9:26).  And then was 
resurrected and ascended and “he sat down at the right hand of God” (Heb. 10:12).  He 
didn’t just set up an earthly throne, he took his seat on a cosmic throne, in the very 
presence of God. 
 So the writer of the book of Hebrews, reflecting on the story of Abram and 
Melchizedek, and David’s messianic psalm, and all that Jesus accomplished in his life, 
death, and resurrection launches into a discourse on Jesus as the “high priest forever, in 
the order of Melchizedek” (Heb. 6:20).  You can turn to Hebrews ch. 7 to find it. 
 Talking about Melchizedek it says, “Without father or mother, without genealogy, 
without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever” 
(Heb. 7:3).  It’s utilizing a rabbinical method of interpretation from silence.  Genesis 
doesn’t provide a genealogy for Melchizedek, it doesn’t speak of his birth or his death.  
He’s kind of frozen in time as a mysterious priest to the father of God’s people.  As one 
person has said, “Melchizedek’s sudden appearance and equally sudden disappearance 
from recorded history awakens within a sensitive reader the notion of eternity.”6  Because 
of this he is like Jesus – “resembling the Son of God” (ESV).  Some people think Jesus is 
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making a cameo appearance in the OT – a Christophany.  But Melchizedek was not Jesus 
in disguise.  He was just a regular, historical person.  But because of the way he’s 
described and the significance of what he did, he makes a great foreshadowing of Jesus. 
 Here is a priest who supersedes the Levitical priests that follow him.  The author 
of Hebrews shows how by tithing Abram puts himself under Melchizedek and also 
Melchizedek assumes authority over Abram by pronouncing the Lord’s blessing on 
Abram, for “without doubt the lesser person is blessed by the greater” (Heb. 7:7).  
Melchizedek’s priesthood is superior to the Levitical priesthood because the great-
grandfather of Levi submitted himself to him. 
 Melchizedek awakens the notion of eternity; Jesus actually is eternal.  “He was 
with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made” (Jn. 1:2-3).  And he was raised to new life and sits at the right 
hand of the Father in heaven for and ever.  He is eternal.  And like Melchizedek, Jesus 
was not a descendant of Levi.  He was a priest on a different level.  His priesthood wasn’t 
based on heredity.  He “has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his 
ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life” (Heb. 7:16). 
 This means Jesus is the perfect priest.  He is the priest par excellance. 

Unlike the Levitical priests, Jesus’ priesthood is based on an oath (Heb. 7:20-22). 
Unlike the Levitical priests who served at most for 30 years and then died, “Jesus 

lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  Therefore he is able to save completely 
those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them” 
(Heb. 7:24-25). 

Unlike the Levitical priests who were sinful men themselves and had to “offer 
sacrifices day after day, first for [their] own sins, and then for the sins of the people, 
[Jesus] sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself” (Heb. 7:27).  Jesus 

is the perfect priest (Heb. 7:28). 
Unlike the Levitical priests who entered the Most Holy Place of an earthly temple 

but once a year to offer the blood of bulls and goats, Jesus entered “the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation” (Heb. 
9:11), the heavenly temple from which the earthly one was patterned (cf. Heb. 8:5).  And 
“he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal 
redemption” (Heb. 9:12).  “Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a 
copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.  
Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the [Levitical] high 
priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own…  But now he 
has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of 
himself” (Heb. 9:24-26). 

The Levitical priesthood was set up to set up Jesus.  It taught people that God is 
holy and not just anyone can traipse into his presence anytime they want.  There’s a sin 
problem separating us from God.  It taught people that “without the shedding of blood 
there is no forgiveness” of sin (Heb. 9:22).  But ultimately it was “only a shadow of the 
good things that” have come in Christ (Heb. 10:1), “because it is impossible for the blood 
of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb. 10:4).  “But when this priest [after the order 
of Melchizedek, named Jesus] had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down 
at the right hand of God.  Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his 
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footstool, because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made 
holy” (Heb. 10:12-14). 
 
Conclusion 
 We all need a priest.  Abram needed a priest.  A priest is someone who represents 
us [in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sin” (Heb. 5:1).  We need a 
priest “by which we draw near to God” (Heb. 7:19).  We cannot come into God’s 
presence on our own.  And no mere mortal can usher us into God’s presence.  A human 
priest won’t work.  But Jesus is the perfect priest! 

Jesus has provided the perfect sacrifice that allows us access to God’s presence 
and he dwells in the heavenly Holy of Holies at God’s right hand constantly, giving us 
constant access to him.  We don’t have to go to a temple or a person.  By faith in Christ 
we have continuous access to God.  We are reconciled to God.  We are brought near to 
him.  “There is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself as a ransom for all men” (1Tim. 2:5-6).  There is no other way to get 
access to God. 

We need food, clothing, and shelter, but each of us has no greater need than to be 
rightly related to God; we need a priest.  Last night it got down to 5º below zero.  Most of 
us have homes with furnaces.  If not, there are 5,000 beds around the city available to 
give people shelter from the brutal, lethal cold.  But you know what?  More than this we 
need shelter from the wrath of God that is coming. 

We need love and acceptance from parents and other people.  We have relational 
needs.  But you know what?  More than this we need to know God’s love and acceptance.  
Jesus gives us all this.  Jesus is the perfect priest. 

My job as a pastor is merely to point you to Jesus.  I’m not any closer to God than 
anyone else.  I merely direct your attention to the crucified and resurrected Christ who 
has entered the throne room of God and constantly lives to intercede for us.  We have no 
right to come to God, but Jesus comes on our behalf with the sacrifice of himself.  By his 
blood we can have access to the Most High God for all eternity. 
 
The Lord’s Table 
 
Benediction 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 
the blood of Jesus,… and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw 
near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.  And 
let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. – 
Hebrews 10:19-23 

 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 
Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, January 20, 2008.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 
written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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