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Text 
This is the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth, Noah's sons, who themselves had sons after the flood. 

2 
The 

sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech and Tiras. 
3 
The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, 

Riphath and Togarmah. 
4 
The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittim and the Rodanim. 

5 
(From these 

the maritime peoples spread out into their territories by their clans within their nations, each with its own 

language.) 
6 
The sons of Ham: Cush, Mizraim, Put and Canaan. 

7 
The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, 

Raamah and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 
8 
Cush was the father of Nimrod, who grew 

to be a mighty warrior on the earth. 
9 
He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; that is why it is said, "Like 

Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the LORD." 
10 

The first centers of his kingdom were Babylon, Erech, Akkad 

and Calneh, in Shinar. 
11 

From that land he went to Assyria, where he built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah 
12 

and Resen, which is between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. 
13 

Mizraim was the father of the 

Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites, Naphtuhites, 
14 

Pathrusites, Casluhites (from whom the Philistines came) and 

Caphtorites. 
15 

Canaan was the father of Sidon his firstborn, and of the Hittites, 
16 

Jebusites, Amorites, 

Girgashites, 
17 

Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, 
18 

Arvadites, Zemarites and Hamathites. Later the Canaanite clans 

scattered 
19 

and the borders of Canaan reached from Sidon toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and then toward 

Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 
20 

These are the sons of Ham by their clans and 

languages, in their territories and nations. 
21 

Sons were also born to Shem, whose older brother was 

Japheth; Shem was the ancestor of all the sons of Eber. 
22 

The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud 

and Aram. 
23 

The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether and Meshech. 
24 

Arphaxad was the father of Shelah, and 

Shelah the father of Eber. 
25 

Two sons were born to Eber: One was named Peleg, because in his time the 

earth was divided; his brother was named Joktan. 
26 

Joktan was the father of Almodad, Sheleph, 

Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 
27 

Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 
28 

Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 
29 

Ophir, Havilah and Jobab. All 

these were sons of Joktan. 
30 

The region where they lived stretched from Mesha toward Sephar, in the 

eastern hill country. 
31 

These are the sons of Shem by their clans and languages, in their territories and 

nations. 
32 

These are the clans of Noah's sons, according to their lines of descent, within their nations. 

From these the nations spread out over the earth after the flood. 

11:1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 
2 
As men moved eastward, they found 

a plain in Shinar and settled there. 
3 
They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them 

thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 
4 
Then they said, "Come, let us build 

ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and 

not be scattered over the face of the whole earth." 
5 
But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower 

that the men were building. 
6 
The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have 

begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 
7 
Come, let us go down and 

confuse their language so they will not understand each other." 
8 
So the LORD scattered them from there 

over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 
9 
That is why it was called Babel--because there the 

LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the 

whole earth. 
10 

This is the account of Shem. Two years after the flood, when Shem was 100 years old, he 

became the father of Arphaxad. 
11 

And after he became the father of Arphaxad, Shem lived 500 years and 



2 

had other sons and daughters. 
12 

When Arphaxad had lived 35 years, he became the father of Shelah. 
13 

And 

after he became the father of Shelah, Arphaxad lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters. 
14 

When 

Shelah had lived 30 years, he became the father of Eber. 
15 

And after he became the father of Eber, Shelah 

lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters. 
16 

When Eber had lived 34 years, he became the father 

of Peleg. 
17 

And after he became the father of Peleg, Eber lived 430 years and had other sons and 

daughters. 
18 

When Peleg had lived 30 years, he became the father of Reu. 
19 

And after he became the father 

of Reu, Peleg lived 209 years and had other sons and daughters. 
20 

When Reu had lived 32 years, he 

became the father of Serug. 
21 

And after he became the father of Serug, Reu lived 207 years and had other 

sons and daughters. 
22 

When Serug had lived 30 years, he became the father of Nahor. 
23 

And after he 

became the father of Nahor, Serug lived 200 years and had other sons and daughters. 
24 

When Nahor had 

lived 29 years, he became the father of Terah. 
25 

And after he became the father of Terah, Nahor lived 119 

years and had other sons and daughters. 
26 

After Terah had lived 70 years, he became the father of Abram, 

Nahor and Haran. 
27 

This is the account of Terah. Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. 

And Haran became the father of Lot. 
28 

While his father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the 

Chaldeans, in the land of his birth. 
29 

Abram and Nahor both married. The name of Abram's wife was Sarai, 

and the name of Nahor's wife was Milcah; she was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milcah and 

Iscah. 
30 

Now Sarai was barren; she had no children. 
31 

Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of 

Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the 

Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there. 
32 

Terah lived 205 years, and 

he died in Haran. 

12:1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go 

to the land I will show you. 
2 
"I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your 

name great, and you will be a blessing. 
3 
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will 

curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 

 

Introduction 

God created… man fell… and the writer of Genesis devotes the remainder of his 

work to recounting the downward spiral of events that ensued.  Sin is portrayed as the 

impetus behind all of the world’s problems.  By chapter 6, man’s corruption had become 

so great that God essentially started over with Noah – de-creation and re-creation.  But 

the waters of the flood did not wash away the deep-seated power of sin within the human 

heart.  By the end of chapter 9, family strife and curses were again on the scene almost 

immediately after the waters had receded.  The last words of chapter 9, “and he died,” are 

a poignant reminder that the effects of the Fall were not washed away. 

We need a new “new creation,” free from sin and death, which is exactly what 

Jesus, in his death and resurrection, has initiated and will bring to completion one day.  

Like a dark, felt, cloth used at a jewelry store as a backdrop for a diamond, Noah and 

other failed heroes from the OT make the multi-faceted, brilliant excellencies of Christ 

stand out all the more.  Their failures serve to set the back drop that accentuates Jesus’ 

accomplishments.  He is the real deal.  He is the perfectly obedient one.  Only his blood 

can wash away our sin.  And his resurrection has begun the New Creation that our hearts 

(and bodies) long for.  Jesus is amazing! 

We’re going to see this even more today.  The new society that sprang from Noah 

and his sons after the flood, as we’ve come to expect, was contaminated with sin.  And 

the main effect we’re made to see in the way the story we’re looking at today is 

constructed is the ethnic division of the human race.  People are divided along ethnic 

lines. 

Racism, genocides, ethnic wars, grudges, discrimination...  These are the major 

storylines of human civilization.  From Genghis Khan’s military exploits to the Japanese 

barbaric invasions of Korea to Hitler’s holocaust, people of different ethnicities have 
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hated each other.  And America, “the land of the free,” which is supposedly based upon 

the great idea that “all men are created equal,” has not been able to shake this sin.  I 

watched an interview with Thomas Cahill, the guy who wrote How the Irish Saved 

Civilization, and he was saying that one of America’s greatest legacies will be its racism.  

We are a nation built on the backs of slaves; a nation that made internment camps.  And 

he pointed something out that I had never thought of before; he said that we are the only 

nation ever to have used nuclear weapons in war; and we used them on a people who 

didn’t look like us.  We can argue about the legitimacy of that, but Cahill’s point was 

simply that we would have never dropped “the bomb” on Europe… but we dropped it on 

Japan… twice. 

Our cities are places of gross inequalities and ethnic injustices.  Walking across 

streets or under railroad tracks can be like walking across boundaries and into 3
rd

 world 

countries.  Chicago is an extremely segregated city.  A recent AP newspaper article based 

on a 30-year study begins with this sentence: “Decades after the civil rights movement, 

the income gap between black and white families has grown.”
1
  Have you seen the movie 

Crash?  The tensions are still high.  And we see their roots in Genesis. 

 The world that emerges after the flood is a world of ethnic division.  The three 

sons of Noah – Shem, Ham, and Japheth – splinter off into dozens of distinct ethnic 

groups.  The story of Babel explains why this scattering occurred.  But the introduction 

today of a man named Abram represents the beginning of God’s attempt to redeem a 

people for himself across ethnic lines.  Sin has separated us from God and each other; 

salvation is about reconciliation between God and man, and man and man.  Stick with me 

as we fly through this story because there’s an overarching message that we’ve got to see 

and it’s just this: God’s plan of redemption includes people from every part of the 

world. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Table of Nations 
 Chapter 10 starts off with another toledot (“this is the account of…”) followed by 

a genealogical treatment, similar to chapter 5 which had a toledot followed by the 

genealogy taking us from Adam to Noah.  So here is a fuller development of the story of 

the sons of Noah.  It’s an explanation of how the different nations that populated the earth 

at the time of Moses came to be.  For each of the three sons we’re given an explanation of 

the clans, languages, territories, and nations that stemmed from them.  It’s talking about 

the ethnic, linguistic, geographic, and political boundaries that defined and define the 

world. 

 We’re not going to go through each one and give all the stats about where they 

lived and what they were known for (where was Put put?).  I’m just going to point out a 

few things.  First of all, “the list of the sons of Shem, Ham, and Japheth contains seventy 

names, and we cannot believe for a moment that this is accidental.  Seventy stands for 

totality and completion.”
2
  Moses is of course being selective here, highlighting a few of 

the nations of his day, but he picks 70 to list.  What this says is that Moses is purporting 

to tell the story of the whole human race.  The book of Genesis, the Bible(!), is a 

universal book.  It’s telling a universal story – the story of humanity.  It’s a 

metanarrative, not just one small community’s guiding truths.  This is the story of the one 



4 

true God, the global God.  And it’s the story of how the whole human race has been 

living in rebellion to the one true God.  Moses is giving a universal account here.  That’s 

the first thing to notice. 

 When you think about the fact that we’ve all come from the same place, 

descendants of Adam through Noah, it has some pretty staggering implications.  This 

section, in the words of Walter Brueggemann, gives “an unparalleled ecumenical vision 

of human reality.”
3
  We all come from the same stock; we all equally belong to the 

human race.  There is a universal brotherhood of man.  We’re all family. 

 But let’s also notice something else in this account.  Look at the concluding verse, 

10:32 – “These are the clans of Noah’s sons, according to their lines of descent, within 

their nations.  From these the nations spread out over the earth after the flood.”  That last 

sentence is not a positive statement.  It’s talking about the fragmentation of the human 

race, not its collective progress.  The word translated “spread” means to split.  The KJV 

has: “the nations divided in the earth.”  The NASB has: “out of these the nations were 

separated on the earth after the flood.”  As far as I can tell, every time this verb is used in 

the Pentateuch it means to divide or separate.  So spread here is misleading.  It’s the same 

in v. 5.  Moses is telling us of a human race that’s not only diverse, but divided.  There 

are clear boundaries that separate people from people. 

The splintering has continued.  Today, research shows that there are 11,372 

people groups in the world.  What’s a “people group?”  Well, here’s the definition: it’s 

“an ethnolinguistic group with a common self-identity that is shared by the various 

members.”
4
  It’s a self-defined category of people distinguished for the most part by 

blood and tongue.  Incidentally, 6,512 of those people groups are un-reached by any 

viable, sustainable, indigenous Christian witness.  The world of Peleg’s day (10:25 – “in 

his time the earth was divided”) is the world of our day – ethnic division marked by 

isolation, fear, and pride. 

 

Tower of Babel 

 The events of chapter 11, though they follow chapter 10 sequentially in the 

narrative, do not follow them chronologically.  Rather, in the same manner that chapter 2 

sets forth in more detail the account of creation in chapter 1, and like chapter 5 goes back 

and takes up the line of Seth after the story of Cain and his descendants had been given, 

chapter 11 goes back and fills in the gaps behind the genealogy of chapter 10. 

How do I know this?  Look at how chapter 11 starts off – “Now the whole world 

had one language and a common speech.”  Three times in chapter 10 we’re told that each 

of the different people groups had its own language.  Notice 10:5 – “From these the 

maritime peoples spread out [separated out] into their territories by their clans within 

their nations, each with its own language” (cf. 10:20, 31).  So chapter 11 is somewhere at 

the beginning of chapter 10, chronologically speaking. 

 In chapter 11 Moses is again making it clear that he’s giving a universal account 

of mankind.  The phrase “all the earth” occurs 5x in the span of 9 verses.  This is also 

another masterfully crafted story.  It follows the structure of a chiasm like we saw last 

week (ABCDEFGFEDCBA), with a statement about the language of the whole earth 

bracketing the account in vv. 1 and 9 and with the Lord coming down serving as the 

hinge in v. 5.
5
  “The careful structure is matched by a painstaking use of words and 
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wordplays through assonance (words that sound the same), rhyme, and alliteration, which 

of course are hidden in the Hebrew.”
6
 

 Chapter 11 takes place in the plains of Shinar.  We were introduced to this place 

in ch. 10 as the location of Babylon and the domain of Nimrod, the mighty hunter (cf. 

10:8-10).  The name Nimrod actually means “we shall rebel.”  This is exactly what 

happened.  What happened in the plains of Shinar is yet another story illustrating the 

depravity of man.  The sin of Babel was not in coming together and building a city.  That 

was what they were supposed to be doing.  The sin surrounds the tower. 

 Now what was this tower?  Was it merely an ancient skyscraper constructed as a 

prideful statement of man’s ingenuity and innovation (stones weren’t readily available in 

this region so the technology of brick making had to be developed)?  Was it a Freudian 

phallus depicting aggression or power?  What was it?  Well, the best explanation is that 

the tower was a ziggurat.  What’s that?  A ziggurat was a common structure in these parts 

of the ancient world.  It was kind of like a step pyramid you’ve seen pictures of from 

South America and Egypt.  They were mounds of earth with a kiln-fired brick façade 

shaping it into a three-dimensional stairway that moved toward a peak at the top.  Can 

you picture it? 

 Mesopotamian cities were seen as temple complexes and at the heart of the 

temple there would have been a ziggurat “that [reached] to the heavens” (11:4).  At the 

very top of the ziggurat was a room with a table set-up by the priests with food.  The 

ziggurat was assumed to serve the purpose of a ladder or stairway to allow the gods to 

come down from heaven to their temples, and eat snacks along the way.  The whole 

religious system represented by the ziggurat was based upon the elevation of man and the 

degradation of God.  The problem with Babel was bad theology. 

Sinful human hearts naturally invent sinful human religions.  Every single religion 

in every single culture has always been like the religion represented at ancient Babel.  It 

may not build ziggurats and try to entice the deity with cookies, but it does in some way 

try to manipulate God and at the very least meet him half-way.  Call it morality; call it 

good works; call it ritualism; call it positive karma; whatever you call it it’s the same 

phenomenon – men and women trying to bring God down to their level and elevate 

themselves to his, trying to make a case for why he should take notice of them, trying to 

manipulate God as if he’s some fickle human.  It’s the definition of pride and more than 

that a despicable distortion of God. 

The human race congregated at Babel after the flood and there they organized 

their own religious system – we humans are instinctively religious people because we 

can’t escape the fact that there’s something more.  But the religion (and the tower) they 

constructed was a blasphemous slap in God’s face, an arrogant declaration that they could 

somehow meet his needs and not the other way around – we sinful humans can’t let go of 

the delusion that we are important and the desire to be like God on our own.  Even the 

letter left by the gunman in the recent shooting at a Nebraska mall reveals the fixation 

with making a name for ourselves; it said, “Now I’ll be famous.”  Sinful pride drives us 

to the depths of mass murder, but I would argue an even more heinous crime is the 

countless number of man-made, man-centered religions. 

The stairway to heaven worked in a sense.  “The Lord came down to see the city 

and the tower that the men were building” (11:5).  But he was not impressed.  Again we 

see God’s judgment towards sin.  He confuses their languages and causes them to not be 
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able to understand each other so that they scattered from there.  How exactly it happened 

we do not know.  “It may be,” as one person has suggested, “that they simply awakened 

to the world as a foreign movie – without subtitles.”
7
  The point is, as a consequence of 

their blasphemous religiosity, God gave them over to their pride and caused them to 

become scattered over the face of the earth and separated based upon language. 

Each ethnolinguistic group subsequently created their own tribal deities and cultic 

rituals (be they Baal, Ra, Molech, or any of the millions of others) and “exchanged the 

truth of God for a lie” (Rom. 1:25).  But by letting them be divided by ethnic, geographic, 

cultural, and language barriers God made it so that no one fabricated and false deity could 

claim universal worship and in so doing he set the stage for his plan of redemption that 

included graciously rescuing people from every part of the world to show that he 

alone is the one true God. 

 

The Call of Abram 
As we come to v. 10 in chapter 11 we come across yet another toledot followed 

by a genealogy.  This genealogy has much in common with the one in chapter 5.  It’s 

most likely selective – who knows how much time is represented here.  And remember 

how chapter 5 climaxed with Noah in the tenth generation – a man whom God was going 

to start over with?  Well, the tenth generation from Shem in chapter 11 is Abram – as it 

turns out, a man whom God will in a sense start over with as well.  The repetition of the 

phrase “and then he died” is here absent, but now death is implicit and the stress is upon 

the declining life spans of humans. 

We’ll come back and look at some more of the details of Abram, but let me just 

point out a couple things.  First of all, in 3:23, man is banished to the east of the Garden; 

in 4:16 Cain “settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden;” and in 11:2 (“And it came about 

as they journeyed east…”) the idea is corroborated that mankind has been in a constant 

state of motion eastward (i.e. away from Eden and away from God) ever since the Fall.  

Chapter 11 ends with the death of Terah, leaving Abram (a ‘second Noah’ figure if you 

will) headed in a westward trajectory, toward the land of Canaan (cf. 11:31).  Something 

new is starting with Abram. 

And notice that Abram didn’t get God’s attention by his piety or allure him to 

come to him by his merit.  Joshua 24:2 indicates that he was worshipping “other gods” at 

the time.  But God – the one true God – approaches Abram uninvited and says, “Leave 

your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.  

I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and 

you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will 

curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (12:1-3).  All peoples on 

earth will be blessed through you! 

Human sin subsequent to the re-creation after the flood led to distorted human 

religion – a religion that says, “I can make a name for myself by my religious works.”  

This resulted in God scattering them and confusing their languages.  The survey of the 

seventy nations in chapter 10 describes the result – a fragmented and divided humanity, 

segregated based upon ethnic, linguistic, political, and geographic lines.  An oil and water 

mixture of humanity.  Each people group devising their own version of the tower of 

Babel – a constructed religion that defames God and celebrates man.  But God, in his 

sovereign mercy, approaches one man, of the line of Eber (a Hebrew), of the line of 
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Shem (a Semite) and promises to set his affection on him, to make him into a great 

nation, and through that nation to bless all nations of the earth.  To redeem a new 

humanity.  This wasn’t meant to be a superior race, God’s favorite, a select elite few that 

God saves.  This was meant to be a means through which to redeem a new people out of 

all the peoples of the earth.  You’ve got to start somewhere and the rest of Genesis we’ll 

be seeing how God works with Abram and his descendants. 

 

The Global Plan of God 
God is not a God of partiality.  His purposes from the very beginning were to 

make a name for himself among all the peoples of the world, to be known as the God of 

mercy who calls people from any background to himself not based on anything they had 

done.  The God of the Bible is not some local, tribal deity; he is the Creator; he is a global 

God.  He revealed himself to Abram in order that through him he might reach all the 

peoples of the earth.  “Thus,” as one person has put it, “a scriptural basis for the 

missionary outreach of the church is found in Gen. 12:3.”
8
 

Let’s fast-forward through the OT (if we had time we could develop this theme 

more there) and let’s fast-forward to Jesus – the seed of Abraham (cf. Gal. 3:16) – who, 

after his death and resurrection to deal once and for all with the sin problem that had 

plagued humanity since the Garden, called his small band of followers together and said, 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you” (Mt. 28:19-20).  It’s a command to go into all the nations of Genesis chapter 10 and 

proclaim the gospel. 

Then he ascended into heaven while this task was carried out.  It’s still going on 

today.  But he didn’t leave his followers on their own.  As he promised, he sent the Holy 

Spirit on them to enable them to do this seemingly impossible task.  We read about when 

it happened for the first time at Pentecost in Acts 2:4-11: “All of them were filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  Now 

there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  

When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one 

heard them speaking in his own language.  Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘Are not all these 

men who are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own 

native language?  Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near 

Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs – 

we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues’” (Acts 2:4-11)!  The 

effects of the incident surrounding the tower of Babel were reversed.  God was 

supernaturally bringing people from different languages together, but this time in worship 

of the one true God. 

Fast-forward to the apostle Paul – the apostle to the Gentiles (Rom. 11:13; Gal. 

2:8; 1Tim. 2:7).  Who in Ephesians 2:11-16 reminds the Gentiles in the church in 

Ephesus that they were at one time “separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in 

Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in 

the world.  But now in Christ Jesus [they] who once were far away have been brought 

near through the blood of Christ.  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one 

and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the 
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law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one 

new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of 

them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility” (Eph. 2:11-16).  

God’s purpose in Christ was to tear down these dividing walls built along ethnic lines; to 

make one new humanity out of the fractured mass of fallen men and women; to reconcile 

Jew and Gentile, Black and White, Japanese and Korean, Arab and Israeli. 

And finally, let’s fast-forward to John’s glorious vision of the end times – the 

book of Revelation, chapter 7, verses 9-10: “After this I looked and there before me was a 

great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, 

standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb…  And they cried out in a loud voice: 

‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb’” (Rev. 7:9-10).  

Woooo, baby!  One day there will be a great multitude of people from every people 

group gathered together in unity to worship the one true God who alone possesses and 

bestows salvation.  It won’t be monochromatic.  It will be kaleidoscopic.  God is not 

color-blind and the church is not supposed to be culture-bland.  God wants unity amidst 

diversity, something that can only happen through Christ’s work on the Cross.  God’s 

plan of redemption includes people from every part of the world. 

 

Conclusion 
 God is at work today among the nations.  Christianity is spreading like wildfire 

among the majority world, especially in the Global South.  On the continent of Africa 

tons of churches are being planted each week.  Let me just give you a statistic from the 

Baptist branch of the Christian family tree.  In America the average Baptist church is 

about 70 people and on average each church baptizes 7 people each year.  We currently 

have 5,338 international missionaries working overseas.  Last year they reported 609,968 

baptisms!  Here it takes roughly 70 Christians to see 7 new ones.  In other parts of the 

world, 70 Christians see 7,998 new Christians.  International Mission Board missionaries 

saw 25,497 churches planted overseas last year. 

God is on the move to redeem people from every part of the world.  Maybe some 

of you he is calling to go (like Abram).  Maybe he’s calling you to go to one of the 6,512 

unreached people groups in the world. 

But God has also orchestrated an amazing opportunity right in our backyard.  The 

nations are coming to our cities and he is calling churches to wake up and get his heart 

for a movement of the gospel across ethnic lines right here at home.  Chicago has the 

largest population of Swedish Americans of any city in the U.S.  We have the largest 

ethnically Polish population outside of Warsaw, Poland.  Chicago boasts the largest 

concentration of Górals (Carpathian highlanders) outside of Europe.  We have 500,000 

Italian Americans, the second largest Serbian and the third largest Greek population of 

any city in the world.  Chicago has the third-largest South Asian population in the United 

States.  The Devon Avenue corridor on the north side is one of the largest South Asian 

neighborhoods/markets in all of North America.  Chicago has the second-largest Puerto 

Rican population in the continental United States and the second largest Mexican 

population in the United States after Los Angeles.  There are about 185,000 Arabs in 

Cook County with another 75,000 in the five surrounding counties.  Chicago is the center 

of the Palestinian and Jordanian immigrant communities in the United States.  In Chicago 

you can find Bulgarians, Lithuanians, Romanians, Assyrians… you name it.
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over 200 languages spoken in Chicago.  You know what UIC stands for don’t you?  

Univeristy of Indian and Chinese.  It’s well over half minority and many of them are 

international students. 

Chicago is 36% black, 31% white, and 26% Hispanic and it’s one of the most 

segregated places on earth.  And the sad fact remains that Sunday morning between 11:00 

and 12:00 is still the most segregated hour in America and in our city. 

What is God calling us to do?  What is God calling you to do?  I’m not exactly 

sure, but I do know this.  All of us have a lot of repenting to do: repenting for our part in 

the ethnic divide, repenting for our pride that latches on to anything about ourselves to 

make us feel important, elevated, worthy of God’s favor.  And then we should be utterly 

thankful for God’s grace that extends to include you and me goyim – Gentiles, members 

of the nations. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
As we come to the Lord’s Table let us tear down all of our efforts to get to God 

on our own and simply revel in his mercy to save an English/Irish/German/Japhethite 

mutt like me… or whatever you are… 

 

Benediction 
May your heart sing to Jesus, “You are worthy… because you were slain, and with your 

blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,” 

…including me! – Revelation 5:9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, December 9, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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