
This sermon is printed and distributed as part of the ongoing ministry of Immanuel Baptist Church 

© 2007 Nathaniel R. Carter 

From The Pulpit Of 
 

 
 

New Creation 

No. 13  

Series: Genesis Genesis 8 – 9 December 2, 2007 

  Nathan Carter 

 

Text 
But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and he 

sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded. 
2 
Now the springs of the deep and the floodgates of the 

heavens had been closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the sky. 
3 
The water receded steadily from 

the earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the water had gone down, 
4 
and on the seventeenth day of 

the seventh month the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 
5 
The waters continued to recede until 

the tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains became visible. 
6 
After 

forty days Noah opened the window he had made in the ark 
7 
and sent out a raven, and it kept flying back 

and forth until the water had dried up from the earth. 
8 
Then he sent out a dove to see if the water had 

receded from the surface of the ground. 
9 
But the dove could find no place to set its feet because there was 

water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took 

the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. 
10 

He waited seven more days and again sent out the 

dove from the ark. 
11 

When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked 

olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. 
12 

He waited seven more days and 

sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return to him. 
13 

By the first day of the first month of Noah's 

six hundred and first year, the water had dried up from the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the 

ark and saw that the surface of the ground was dry. 
14 

By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the 

earth was completely dry. 
15 

Then God said to Noah, 
16 

"Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your 

sons and their wives. 
17 

Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you-- the birds, the animals, and 

all the creatures that move along the ground-- so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and 

increase in number upon it." 
18 

So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons' wives. 
19 

All the animals and all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds-- everything that moves 

on the earth-- came out of the ark, one kind after another. 
20 

Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, 

taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 
21 

The LORD 

smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: "Never again will I curse the ground because of man, 

even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living 

creatures, as I have done. 
22 

"As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer 

and winter, day and night will never cease." 

9:1 Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the 

earth. 
2 
The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon 

every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your 

hands. 
3 
Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now 

give you everything. 
4 
"But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. 

5 
And for your lifeblood I 

will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And from each man, 

too, I will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man. 
6 
"Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man 

shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man. 
7 
As for you, be fruitful and increase in 

number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it." 
8 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 

9 
"I 

now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you 
10 

and with every living creature 
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that was with you-- the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with 

you-- every living creature on earth. 
11 

I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off 

by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth." 
12 

And God said, "This is 

the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant 

for all generations to come: 
13 

I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth. 
14 

Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 
15 

I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will 

the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 
16 

Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it 

and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth." 
17 

So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the 

earth." 
18 

The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham and Japheth. (Ham was the father of 

Canaan.) 
19 

These were the three sons of Noah, and from them came the people who were scattered over the 

earth. 
20 

Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard. 
21 

When he drank some of its wine, he 

became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent. 
22 

Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness 

and told his two brothers outside. 
23 

But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it across their 

shoulders; then they walked in backward and covered their father's nakedness. Their faces were turned the 

other way so that they would not see their father's nakedness. 
24 

When Noah awoke from his wine and found 

out what his youngest son had done to him, 
25 

he said, "Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be 

to his brothers." 
26 

He also said, "Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem! May Canaan be the slave of 

Shem. 
27 

May God extend the territory of Japheth; may Japheth live in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan 

be his slave." 
28 

After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 
29 

Altogether, Noah lived 950 years, and then he died. 

 

Introduction 

 Last week I promised some pictures.  I suggested that when we read Genesis we 

must try as best we can to unlearn certain things and relearn what Moses, the author, 

knew.  So we need to stop seeing the world like this [picture of earth’s sphere from outer 

space] and start seeing it like this [see appendix]. 

 Last week we looked at the flood of the world.  Leading up to this flood we were 

made to notice the radical obedience of Noah and that the one God saves does what God 

says.  “Noah did everything just as God commanded him” (6:22).  Noah’s obedience, and 

by way of application our required obedience, is what I wanted us to focus on last week.  

By the way, did you share what God told you to do with someone else?  Have you done 

it?  Or have you made excuses, put it off, rationalized it away?? 

Well that’s what we hit home last week, but I left some important details of the 

flood narrative for this week, because Moses is not only drawing our attention to Noah’s 

attention to detail in his obedience to the Lord.  He’s also weaving together an account of 

cosmic de-creation.  You’ve got to see this!  God’s orderly world, formed and filled back 

in chapter 1, is being returned to a state of chaos and emptiness in chapter 7.  The picture 

we got in 1:2 was of a cold, dark, watery mass.  But “God said, ‘Let there be an expanse 

between the waters to separate water from water.’  So God made the expanse and 

separated the water under the expanse from the water above it.  And it was so.  God 

called the expanse ‘sky.’  And there was evening, and there was morning – the second 

day.  And God said, ‘Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry 

ground appear.’  And it was so” (1:6-9).  Here we see God separating the water above 

from the water below and making dry land. 

 But in 7:11 we read that “in the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the 

seventeenth day of the second month – on that day all the springs of the great deep burst 

forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened.”  Do you see what’s happening?  

God’s orderly world was plunged back into watery chaos.  The water above and the 
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waters below converged to deluge every square inch of dry ground.  And thus the earth – 

made full with livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each 

according to its kind; not to mention city building, culture making, civilization spreading 

men and women – was made void again, empty. 

 It was an epic act of de-creation.  We read, “Every living thing that moved on the 

earth perished – birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, 

and all mankind.  Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died.  

Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the 

creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth.  

Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark” (7:21-23). 

 It was God’s judgment for compounded human sin – destruction, death, de-

creation.  We’ve talked about God’s grace and mercy to spare and save sinners like Noah 

and like you and like me.  But today I want us to see that the hope goes way beyond mere 

escape from judgment.  What we see in today’s text is simple and it’s just this: God 

makes things new. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Chiasm 
Chapter 8 begins with these words, “But God remembered Noah and all the wild 

animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark” (8:1).  This is the hinge to the 

flood story, the turning point.  God hadn’t forgotten about Noah and those in the ark.  

And so the tide of de-creation now turns, making way for re-creation. 

If we put last week’s text together with this week’s, there are some important 

structures to notice.  Moses is a mastermind.  The de-creation of the cosmos and the 

subsequent re-creation are mirror images of each other.  It takes the form of what is 

called a chiasm.  Take a look: 

 

 7 days of waiting for flood (7:4) 

  7 days of waiting for flood (7:10) 

   40 days of flood (7:17a) 

    150 days of water triumphing (7:24) 

    150 days of water waning (8:3) 

   40 days of waiting (8:6) 

  7 days of waiting (8:10) 

 7 days of waiting (8:12)
1
 

 

De-creation and re-creation are presented as mirror images of each other.  God is 

systematically destroying and then restoring. 

 

Re-Creation 
 What’s more, there are clear echoes of the original creation of chapter 1.  Do you 

remember how that started out?  “The earth was formless and empty, darkness was over 

the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters” (1:2).  The 

word translated Spirit there is x;Wr.  In 8:1 we have the world returned to a state of watery 

chaos and then we read that God “sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded.”  
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The word translated wind there is the same word – x;Wr.  It’s interesting: the sun is not 

mentioned as having a part in it, perhaps because they didn’t fully understand the process 

of evaporation, but also because as in chapter 1, Moses wants to be very careful not to in 

any way endorse the worship of the sun which was so prevalent in his surrounding 

cultures.  The x;Wr triggered the re-creation after the flood. 

 Then there’s the evacuation of the ark after the earth was completely dry.  Noah, 

as we might expect, waits patiently for God’s word and then obeys immediately once 

he’s told to come out of the ark (8:15, 18).  And then we see each animal comes out “one 

kind after another” (v. 19), reminiscent of chapter 1 and the appearance of each species 

“according to its kind.”  8:17 echoes the words of God to the animals on Day 5 in chapter 

1 – “Be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”  And then, here’s the clincher, we see God 

repeating the words he spoke initially to Adam, now to Noah in 9:1 – “Then God blessed 

Noah and his sons, saying to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth’” 

(cf. 1:28). 

 Noah is clearly being presented here as a second Adam.  God has hit reset on the 

cosmos.  His judgment for human sin resulted in a complete wipe out and start over.  He 

brought the world through steps of de-creation and then re-creation with a new virgin 

earth and a new first family and a new commission to be fruitful and multiply.  This is a 

picture of how God makes things new. 

 

The New Creation 
 This account points us to a hope that what we wreck, God will renew.  It points us 

ultimately to the fact that God will make all things new one day.  I read part of this 

passage from 2 Peter 3 last week – On the day of the Lord’s return “the heavens will 

disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything 

in it will be laid bare….  That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, 

and the elements will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with his promise we are looking 

forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness” (2Pet. 3:10, 12-

13). 

 God has promised to destroy the present, fallen universe one day and create a 

whole new one.  The foundations of the earth and the heavens will be rolled up like a 

robe, like a garment they will be changed (cf. Heb. 1:12).  Everyone will be judged, we 

read in the book of Revelation.  Only those whose names are graciously written in the 

book of life will be spared eternal punishment in the lake of fire.  And then there will be a 

new heaven and a new earth for the first earth will have passed away.  And the righteous 

will dwell there forever.  And God will be there – that’s what will make it truly great!  

And “he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning 

or crying or pain, for the old order of things [will have] passed away” (Rev. 21:4). 

 This episode in Genesis of judgment and grace / destruction and salvation 

followed by a new creation appeals to / speaks to our desire for a fresh start due to a 

messed up world.  It tells of a God who makes things new.  And it looks forward to the 

promised day when God will once and for all make a new and perfect world.  The story 

of Noah is only a whetting of our appetite (no pun intended) for something more because, 

as we’re going to see, the flood didn’t fix the problem and Noah didn’t right the ship 

(again, no pun intended).  This new creation in Genesis chapters 8 and 9 wasn’t perfect, 

because the water wasn’t able to wash away sin. 
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The Indelible Stain 
 While the flood killed everything alive, it could not exterminate the resilient force 

of sin; it couldn’t kill the beast crouching at the door of the human heart.  Right after the 

flood waters recede we get a clue that they were unable to wash away the indelible stain 

of sin on the soul and on the world.  “Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of 

the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it.  The Lord smelled 

the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: ‘Never again will I curse the ground because of 

man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood” (8:21). 

 There it is.  God knows that there is still sin within the human heart.  It’s there 

from birth.  God vows to never destroy the entire earth by a flood again, even though he 

knows that sin is still there and will inevitably cause events to run the same course again. 

We see that there’s still enmity between the animal world and the human world.  

In fact, it appears to be escalated.  They were all friendly and cuddly in the ark, but now 

God says, “The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the 

birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of 

the sea; they are given into your hands.  Everything that lives and moves will be food for 

you.  Just as I gave you green the plants, I now give you everything” (9:2-3).  So now 

humans will hunt animals for food.  And 9:5 indicates that animals will kill humans too.  

So this is a far cry from the picture of the eschatological New Creation that we see in 

Isaiah, a picture of “the wolf and the lamb [feeding] together, and the lion [eating] straw 

like the ox” (Is. 65:25); of peace and equanimity extended even to the animal world.  

That’s not the case in this new world. 

The ark preserved and carried the virus of sin into the pristine, new world. 

 

The Noahic Covenant 
 And what to make of the rainbow?  God’s unilateral covenant with Noah and his 

posterity, signified by the rainbow, is a pledge to preserve and sustain a world still 

infected with sin.  It’s a declaration of God’s common grace which acts like an anti-

retroviral drug, holding the disease of sin at bay, preventing it from entirely consuming 

and destroying the human race.  It’s an acknowledgment that the world is still sinful, but 

a commitment not to destroy it even though that’s what it deserves. 

God vows, “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night will never cease” (8:22).  He recognizes that this re-

created world is still fallen, but because of his magnanimous grace he covenants to 

uphold it, to maintain order, to restrain evil, to provide some semblance of stability, to 

keep things from spinning entirely out of control.  The dependability of seasons, the 

supply of food, the predictability of nature.  The sun’s warmth, the night’s relief.  

Everything in the world that we take for granted is continually granted to us by God.  

Apart from God’s covenant with himself to keep the world running, there would be a 

world-wide flood every generation. 

 Even the institution of capital punishment in 9:6 is God’s means of maintaining 

order in an imperfect world.  In order to keep things from getting out of hand, God 

decrees that murder calls for the just retribution of death.  It’s less than ideal, but in a 

world of sin it actually protects human life and upholds its value and dignity.  “Whoever 

sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God 
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made man” (9:6).  God is setting in place here a system that will restrain evil and 

postpone the world imploding on itself due to the weight of sin.  It’s one of his gracious 

means of holding back evil. 

 God has flooded the world once as a warning and picture of his judgment which is 

followed by new creation.  And “even though every inclination of [man’s] heart is evil 

from childhood” (8:21), he vows never to flood the world again but to graciously keep it 

going. 

 To keep it going, that is, until the end when he destroys it completely by fire and 

ushers in the eschatological New Creation.  The promise of a future and final judgment 

won’t be reneging on God’s covenant with Noah because he only promised that “as long 

as the earth endures…”  But when Christ comes again it will mean the end of the current 

earth and the creation of an altogether new one.  The re-created earth that awaited Noah 

upon exiting the ark needed God’s commitment to preserve it because it was still 

contaminated with sin.  The point is: the new creation after the flood was not the final 

chapter in God’s story of redemption; it was only a foreshadowing. 

 

The Second Fall 
This point becomes crystal clear as we read the second half of chapter 9.  De-

creation and re-creation is almost immediately followed by another kind of Fall.  We saw 

the similarities with the first creation of chapter 1 and the re-creation of chapter 8.  Now 

notice the similarities between Adam’s fall in chapter 3 and Noah’s fall in chapter 9.  

Adam was tempted with a fruit of a tree.  Noah was led to sin via the fruit of the vine.  

“Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard.  When he drank some of its 

wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent” (9:20-21).  What a sad picture: 

“Righteous, rescued Noah lay passed out in a drunken stupor on the floor.”
2
  It wasn’t the 

result of ignorance.  It wasn’t some teenage first encounter and experiment with alcohol.  

Noah was 600 years old for goodness sake.  He knew what he was doing.  And the phrase 

“lay uncovered” translates what can be a reflexive verb.  So most likely he “uncovered 

himself.”  A recurring theme, it seems, in the television show The Office is that alcohol 

will make you do stupid, sinful things.  Does it not?  It made Pam kiss Jim at the Dundies 

and it even made Meredith take her shirt off at the Christmas party and on the booze 

cruise.  Well here Noah gets plastered and takes off his clothes. 

So here we have Noah and fruit and nakedness.  One of his sons – Ham – looked 

on Noah’s nakedness and so we have family strife and dysfunction followed by a curse 

being pronounced on Ham’s son – Canaan.  Fruit, nakedness, eyes opened, family strife, 

a curse…  History repeats itself.  And then to top it all off, Noah – the second Adam – 

still bears the penalty for sin.  The last verse, 9:29, picks up with the familiar refrain from 

chapter 5 to close out the story of Noah: “and then he died.”  The ‘second Adam’ failed.  

Sin and death still reigned in this ‘new creation’. 

 

Jesus and the New Creation 
Our hopes are lifted… and then dashed.  But thank God the story of his plan did 

not end there.  This story of Noah and judgment and de-creation and re-creation is meant 

to point us ultimately to Jesus; to make Jesus stand out.  The NT talks of Jesus as the last 

Adam (cf. 1Cor. 15:45), the perfectly obedient one, who succeeded where Adam and 

Noah and all the others failed.  Noah was unable to begin a whole new world because he 
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was a sinful man.  That new creation quickly fell into sin again.  But Jesus on the other 

hand was the only man ever to be “without sin” (Heb. 4:15).  And by his death and 

resurrection he was able to inaugurate the New Creation.  The indelible stain of sin could 

not be washed out by a flood, it can only be removed by Jesus’ blood. 

On the cross, all the waves of God’s holy judgment for sin swept over Jesus as he 

endured the full penalty of the wrath of God for human sin and propitiated it by his blood.  

And then he rose again from the dead with a perfected, glorified, newly created body as 

“the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead” (Col. 1:18), the first installment of 

the end-time New Creation.  When he comes again he will make all things new.  He will 

consummate the New Creation, christen the new heavens and the new earth and fill it 

with the resurrected bodies of righteous men made perfect. 

We can only be saved, like Noah’s family, by right of our relationship to Jesus.  

By fleeing to Christ we are spared from the judgment of God.  We are washed clean by 

his blood, which is what baptism symbolizes (cf. 1Pet. 3:21).  Paul says, “We were buried 

therefore with [Christ] by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:24; 

ESV).  We get a new start.  We begin to experience God making things new.  We start 

the process of de-creation and re-creation, “[putting] off [our] old [selves], which [are] 

being corrupted by [their] deceitful desires… and [putting] on the new self, created to be 

like God in true righteousness and holiness” (Eph. 4:22, 24). 

And on account of God’s grace “everything goes on [just] as it has since the 

beginning of creation.  But [don’t] forget that long ago… the heavens existed and the 

earth was formed out of water and by water [and] by these [same] waters also the world 

of that time was deluged and destroyed.  [Similarly] the present heavens and earth are 

reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men” 

(2Pet. 3:4-7).  When that day comes, will you be found in Christ?  If so, you will see the 

door open and be ushered out into a dazzling New Creation; a perfect, eternal utopia.  

You will be presented to him “radiant…, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, 

but holy and blameless” (Eph. 5:27).  Washed white as snow by the precious blood of 

Christ (cf. Is. 1:18; 1Pet. 1:19).  And because of Jesus and what he did, you will live 

forever in this New Creation. 

This is what God says, “Behold, I am making all things new” (Rev. 21:5; ESV).  

This is great news for us living in a world that is messed up.  A world full of family 

dysfunction; where there’s slavery; where there’s the societal effects of drunkenness; 

where there’s murder; where there’s death.  We see today the promise of a New Creation 

purchased by Jesus’ blood.  And we also see that there’s hope for a new start for each of 

us, because we’re the reason why the world is the way it is.  We’re miserable and 

hopeless on our own.  We can’t escape and overcome the sin within by our own power.  

Some of you may be feeling beat down by the world today and some of you may be 

feeling filthy because of your own sin.  But take heart: God makes things new.  Praise 

be to Jesus, the last Adam (cf. Rom. 5:12ff), “the beginning of God’s [new] creation” 

(Rev. 3:14)! 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Let the wine, as it burns down your esophagus, remind you of the cleansing power 

of Christ’s blood to wash away your sin.  And let the bread, as it goes into your stomach, 
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fill you with hope at the prospect of a New Creation won for us by Christ’s sacrificed and 

resurrected body… 

 

Benediction 
May you experience the newness of life that is found in Christ. 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, December 2, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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