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Text 
This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he 

walked with God. 
10 

Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 
11 

Now the earth was corrupt in God's 

sight and was full of violence. 
12 

God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth 

had corrupted their ways. 
13 

So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is 

filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 
14 

So make 

yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 
15 

This is how you 

are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. 
16 

Make a roof for it and finish 

the ark to within 18 inches of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper 

decks. 
17 

I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature 

that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 
18 

But I will establish my covenant with you, 

and you will enter the ark-- you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you. 
19 

You are to 

bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 
20 

Two of every 

kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to 

you to be kept alive. 
21 

You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for 

you and for them." 
22 

Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 

7:1 The LORD then said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you 

righteous in this generation. 
2 
Take with you seven of every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and 

two of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, 
3 
and also seven of every kind of bird, male and 

female, to keep their various kinds alive throughout the earth. 
4 
Seven days from now I will send rain on the 

earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have 

made." 
5 
And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him. 

6 
Noah was six hundred years old when the 

floodwaters came on the earth. 
7 
And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives entered the ark to 

escape the waters of the flood. 
8 
Pairs of clean and unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move 

along the ground, 
9 
male and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah. 

10 

And after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth. 
11 

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, on 

the seventeenth day of the second month-- on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the 

floodgates of the heavens were opened. 
12 

And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. 
13 

On that 

very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, 

entered the ark. 
14 

They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according to 

their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to its kind and every bird according to 

its kind, everything with wings. 
15 

Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah 

and entered the ark. 
16 

The animals going in were male and female of every living thing, as God had 

commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in. 
17 

For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as 

the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. 
18 

The waters rose and increased greatly on 

the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. 
19 

They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high 

mountains under the entire heavens were covered. 
20 

The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth 

of more than twenty feet. 
21 

Every living thing that moved on the earth perished-- birds, livestock, wild 
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animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. 
22 

Everything on dry land that had 

the breath of life in its nostrils died. 
23 

Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and 

animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. 

Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. 
24 

The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty 

days. 

 

Introduction 
 I was talking with a group of college students this week about the relevancy of the 

Bible for today.  I suggested that one way for our movie-crazed, narrative-based culture 

to engage with the Bible is to see it as a grand story – a story of Creation, Fall, and 

Redemption.  Instead of convincing people with logical proofs that God exists or that the 

Bible is true, I proposed engaging people with an invitation to “try on” the biblical story, 

to immerse themselves in it for awhile and see if it does not square with reality as they 

experience it.  Does it provide a compelling explanation for why things are the way they 

are; of where we’ve come from, how we got here, and where we’re going?  Does the 

metanarrative put forward by the Bible make sense of my world? 

 As we’ve been looking at the first book of the Bible – the book of Genesis – 

we’ve seen the story unfold from the beginning; we’ve seen creation – how God made an 

orderly world and put humankind in it to spread his glory to the ends of the earth.  We 

were made to participate in God’s rest and enjoy a relationship with him.  But we’ve also 

seen the Fall – how sin came on the scene.  Because of that our relationship with God has 

been severed and our disobedience demands his judgment which rests upon us.  Each one 

of us now has to fight the sin within and live in a civilization that’s contaminated by sin.  

And at the end of the day, death is inevitable for every one of us. 

 Now, did any of your experiences this week corroborate any of this story?  

Anybody have a hard time really resting even with a four day weekend?  Anybody have a 

dysfunctional family gathering?  Anybody have rain water leak into their house with all 

the rain?  Anybody feel far from God, like their vacation was a vacation from him, like it 

was hard to really be thankful to him?  Anybody wrestle with their inner demons; hate 

who you are around certain people, but can’t seem to be someone else?  How many 

people in our city spent Thanksgiving alone or in the cold?  Was there anyone noticeably 

absent from your family get-together this year because they passed away recently and 

you felt the pain of the loss?  Does Genesis describe the way things are? 

 We’ve been noticing the effects of human sin on God’s good world as we’ve gone 

through this book.  We’ve also noticed that at every turn there’s God working to redeem 

and restore things, giving Adam and Eve clothes, giving Cain advice, and today he gives 

Noah an ark.  The first part of chapter 6 explained how bad things had gotten.  When 

we’re left to our own devices, apart from grace, “every inclination of the thoughts of [our 

hearts is] only evil all the time” (6:5).  By this point in the world’s history everyone was 

bad.  But we saw that God has mercy on bad people.  That’s how he works.  He bestowed 

his grace on a guy named Noah.  “Noah found favor [grace] in the eyes of the Lord” 

(6:8). 

 Today we’re going to unpack that more and get an even clearer picture of God’s 

workings in this fallen world.  For the first time in the Bible we come across a word that 

has huge significance for the rest of the story of Scripture – covenant.  In verse 18 God 

says to Noah, “But I will establish my covenant with you.”  God is on the move; he’s at 

work to redeem a people for himself out of this fallen world.  He graciously sets his 
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affection on everyday sinners and enters into a covenant relationship with them.  To 

Moses, the author of Genesis, this covenant with Noah is a foreshadowing of God’s 

covenant relationship with Abraham and the Hebrew people and eventually the Law 

given at Sinai.  To us, we see this as a glimpse into God’s heart that was fully displayed 

in Jesus on the cross as the blood of the new covenant was poured out to ultimately and 

finally redeem his people (past, present, and future) from their sins. 

 This book tells us a great story of a covenanting God who condescends to give 

grace/favor to disobedient men and women like you and me, to save us from his 

judgment and set us anew on our great human task of finding our purpose and happiness 

by spreading God’s glory to the ends of the earth.  But there’s more.  His grace gives us 

faith – faith in his word, faith in his promises – and faith expresses itself in obedience.  

Paul calls it the “obedience of faith” in Romans 1:5.  God’s grace, God’s favor (which we 

talked about last week) is not without effect.  It produces individuals like Noah, who are 

righteous and blameless.  It creates a people who in turn keep covenant with God.  In 

short, the message of today’s text is just this: the one God saves, does what God says. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

A Righteous Man 
 After the toledot (a Hebrew word used to mark a division in the Genesis narrative) 

in v. 9 we are told more about Noah’s character.  “Noah was a righteous man, blameless 

among the people of his time, and he walked with God.”  In the next verse we’re told that 

“Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth” (6:10).  So here is a family man, a father 

of three boys who is described in glowing terms.  He’s described as righteous, blameless, 

and one who walks with God – the phrase used to describe Enoch’s intimate relationship 

with the Lord.  Noah was an upright man. 

Now, it’s important to note that this is not saying that Noah was perfect.  Noah 

was far from perfect; we’ll see this later in Genesis.  He too inherited Adam’s sin, just 

like everyone else.  What the test says is that Noah was “blameless among the people of 

his time” (6:9).  Descriptions like this in the OT do not “indicate someone’s absolute 

righteousness or blamelessness relative to God’s standards but indicate one’s status on 

the human scale.”
1
 

What this says is that Noah stood out from a culture of corruption.  Noah was 

different.  He walked with God in a crowd that did not.  He was distinct.  He stuck out. 

We read in v. 11, “Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of 

violence.”  Violence, now that’s an interesting vice.  We have friends that lived in the UK 

for awhile and they said that the Christians there are more appalled by violence in movies 

than sex.  I’m not sure why, but the opposite is generally the case here.  American 

Christians tend to refrain from (or at least feel guilty on account of) movies with explicit 

sexual content but we don’t blink an eye at violence; we have no problem with a good 

shoot-em-up flic.  Has anyone ever played Halo?  Has it ever struck you as a bit barbaric 

to enjoy something that so realistically depicts killing?  I have to wonder at a culture that 

has things like Ultimate Fighting Championship.  We’ve seen time and time again that 

fantasy and leisure are not too far away from reality.  Genesis 6 tells us that violence is a 

signal of depravity. 
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 “God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had 

corrupted their ways.  So God said to Noah, ‘I am going to put an end to all people, for 

the earth is filled with violence because of them.  I am surely going to destroy both them 

and the earth.  So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it 

with pitch inside and out.  This is how you are to build it…” (6:12-15).  Then God gives 

Noah detailed instructions about the dimensions, layout, design of the ark.  And he tells 

him there’s going to be a flood that will destroy everyone but those in the ark.  And then 

he commands him to bring animals in with him. 

Pop quiz: how many of each animal did God tell Moses to bring into the ark?  

Trick question!  Moses didn’t go in the ark; it was Noah.  And the common perception is 

that he took two of every animal, but some animals, the “clean” animals, he took seven 

pairs of.  This was before people ate meat (cf. 9:3), so it wasn’t for food.  They were for 

sacrificing. 

But anyway, here’s the thing: God gave specific instructions for how to make the 

ark, exactly what to bring into it, and then in v. 22 we get this – “Noah did everything just 

as God commanded him.”  Here’s how Noah stood out.  Here’s the essence of his 

righteousness.  He was obedient.  He did what God said. 

 

Everything God Commanded 
Hebrews 11:7 tells us, “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in 

holy fear built an ark to save his family.”  God’s grace opened Noah’s ears to hear his 

voice and gave him faith to believe what he heard.  And that faith, specifically here that 

trust in God’s declaration that judgment was coming, resulted in Noah’s meticulous 

obedience to everything God commanded him to do.  As one person has pointed out, “In 

an epic biblical account like that of the flood, it is the repetitions that most clearly convey 

the author’s message.”
2
  6:22 – “Noah did everything just as God commanded him.”  7:5 

– “Noah did all that the Lord commanded him.”  7:9 – All the animals went into the ark 

just “as God had commanded Noah.”  7:16 – “…as God had commanded Noah.” 

We’re meant to notice that everything God told Noah to do, he did.  God said, 

“Build an ark.  There’s going to be a flood.”  So Noah built an ark.  God said, “Make it 

450 x 75 x 45, from cypress, with one door and three decks.”  So Noah made it to those 

specs.  “Bring in one pair of each animal, seven of every clean kind.”  So that’s what 

Noah did.  We can only speculate how this was received by his violent neighbors.  The 

mocking he endured.  Walking with God is not always a walk in the park.  It’s strenuous 

work.  And it’s most of the time a march uphill when everyone around you is sliding 

down hill.  We also don’t know for sure, but this could have taken up to 120 years!  Can 

you imagine?  How easy it would have been to start, but then give up.  Walking with God 

is a marathon, not a sprint.  But Noah stuck with it.  God had spoken, so Noah took great 

care to obey everything God had said. 

 

The Flood 
 Eventually the day came.  It was “the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the 

seventeenth day of the second month – on that day all the springs of the great deep burst 

forth and the floodgates of the heavens were opened” (7:11).  This is clearly being told as 

an historical event.  I have no doubt that Moses believed this was what really happened.  

We are expected to read this and take it as historical fact.  Many other cultures have some 
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version of a cataclysmic flood story in their folklore.  This is, I think, evidence of a real 

flood that occurred at some point in humanity’s primeval past and has been preserved to 

some extent in our collective memory and through oral tradition.  But it’s interesting how 

the Genesis account stands out against the other stories in that it has less of a “legendary” 

ring to it.  For example, “The dimensions of Noah’s vessel are completely logical, and 

what one would expect to find in a seagoing vessel.”
3
  The boat in the Gilgamesh Epic is, 

on the other hand, a perfect cube of 120 cubits – an odd shape for a boat.  There are many 

ways that the Genesis account stands out from the other flood narratives. 

 But there are some legitimate problems people have with believing this story, 

specifically with taking this account as a description of a global flood.  I’d bore you and 

myself quoting a bunch of scientific facts, but if you like I can point you to more 

resources to look this up.  But for example, if there was a global flood that covered every 

single mountain range on the whole earth it would require an additional 630 million more 

cubic miles of water than we currently have in our oceans and atmosphere.
4
  Some people 

put forward some very extreme hypotheses for how this could have happened
5
 and I 

guess something beyond our imagination could have taken place (I have no problem if 

that turns out to be true) but all of our best archaeology and geology has not indicated 

anything close to this magnitude happening or even being possible. 

 There’s also the problem of logistics.  Taking a conservative estimate of 21,000 

species of amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals on the earth, at least two of each 

kind in the ark would produce roughly 78,750 liters of urine a day.
6
  To carry along the 

amount of water needed to replenish all that would take up nearly 70% of the ark’s cargo 

space. 

 This is just a small sampling of the issues raised by people questioning the 

possibility of a global flood.  But all the questions of science and uniformitarianism vs. 

catastrophism aside, what we have to do first is try to understand the text on its own 

terms.  What was the original author trying to communicate and what would the original 

audience have understood.  In other words, what would Moses have had in mind when he 

said that “all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered” (7:19) and that 

“Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the 

ark” (7:15). 

It’s hard for us to wrap our minds around this, but Moses’ world was not our 

picture of the globe from outer space.  When he thought of the world he thought in terms 

of what we call today the Middle East.  The world was to him flat.  It was a single 

continent fringed with mountains that were thought to hold up the sky.  The sky was 

perceived to be solid and to contain storehouses of water and God’s throne sat above it.  

And below the ground was the place of the dead.  Pretty different, huh?  So when Moses 

says all the world, this is what he has in mind. 

 In Dt. 2:25 Moses records God’s words to the Israelites – “This very day I will 

begin to put the terror and fear of you on all the nations under heaven.”  Here he is 

referring to the nations in and around Canaan.  “In Genesis 41:57, Joseph opens the 

storehouses of Egypt and ‘all the countries came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, 

because the famine was severe in all the world.’  I do not know of anyone,” writes John 

Walton, “who contends that therefore the Eskimos must have been included.”
7
 

 Again, I believe God could have done anything he wanted to, but as I try to 

understand the text on its own terms and read to the best of my ability the second book, 
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the book of general revelation through creation, I believe Genesis is describing what we 

would call today a “regional flood.”  But I still believe it was of epic proportions.  I 

believe that every human being alive at that time lived in this region and was drowned by 

a deluge never seen before or since that day; everyone, that is, except Noah and his 

family. 

I believe a guy named Noah built a really big boat.  Its proportions made it about 

the size of 1½ football fields.  Engineers have figured out that it was about 95,700 sq. ft. 

on the inside and could hold approximately 43,000 tons.  That’s a pretty big boat.  It was 

considerably bigger than Columbus’ Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria.  It was larger than the 

largest wooden ship of modern times (the 212 ft. Cutty Shark, built in 1869), although it 

was nowhere near the size of our current steel ships like the Queen Elizabeth which was 

over 1000 ft. long. 

I believe that the ark was packed with animals from this region.  Again, reserving 

room for the supernatural, it’s also not preposterous to believe that animals would sense 

the coming storm and come to Noah’s ark.  Animals do strange things.  They can tell 

when something’s going to happen, they can sense things we cannot.  I’m sure you’ve 

heard the reports about how all the animals left the coastlands or India right before the 

Tsunami came a couple years ago. 

I believe the whole known landscape at that time was submersed in water and that 

Noah and his family and the animals survived in an ark for just over a year until the water 

had receded.  I believe this happened.  I believe this is what Genesis is telling us.  And we 

can talk forever about how it happened or what was the extent of the flood and all that, 

but really, as one person has put it, “The text is not concerned to discourse on geography 

or meteorology or paleontology.  It is concerned rather to demonstrate what kind of man 

or woman is saved from judgment.”
8
 

 And this is the point: the one God saves, does what God says.  Noah found 

grace in the eyes of the Lord and was given faith.  As a result, he became a righteous 

man, blameless among his generation – a man who “did all that the Lord commanded 

him” (7:5).  And when God’s judgment for sin was poured out on humanity through the 

flood we read in 7:23 that “only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.” 

 The flood serves as a foreshadowing of the last day when God will finally and 

fully judge every man and woman that has every lived.  2 Peter 3 describes it: “The day 

of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements 

will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  Since 

everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You 

ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its 

coming.  That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 

elements will melt in the heat” (2Pet. 3:10-12).  What kind of people ought we to be?  

People like Noah, who walk with God and do what he says; people of obedience. 

 

Conclusion 

 Obedience – it’s something we think of for children to learn or a school we send 

our pets to.  But do we really realize that it’s part of the essence of our relationship with 

God?  The one God saves, does what God says.  If we’ve really experiences his grace 

and put our faith in him, we will become people who stand out from our culture by our 
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obedience.  When God tells us to do something, we should do it.  How do you do at 

obedience?  When God says, “Jump!” do you say, “How high?” 

When’s the last time you’ve read or heard Scripture that confronted you, where 

you heard God’s commanding voice calling for costly obedience?  If you don’t hear his 

voice, then you definitely don’t know him.  And 1 John 2:3-4 says that “we know that we 

have come to know him if we obey his commands.  The man who says, ‘I know him,’ but 

does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1Jn. 2:3-4). 

What is that God is speaking to you about today  What is he telling you to do 

now?  Maybe it’s to repent and ask for forgiveness and give your life to him for the first 

time.  Maybe you’ve already done that.  Is he telling you to share the message of Christ 

with your neighbor?  Is he telling you to give money to someone?  To go to prayer 

meeting?  To be reconciled to someone?  Maybe it’s something that will be hard, that will 

require a significant change of lifestyle.  Maybe it’s something that will take swallowing 

your pride. 

I want us to take some time for silent reflection, quieting our souls so we can hear 

the voice of God and asking God to speak to us.  What is he saying to you?  What area of 

your life is he going after?  I want us to listen carefully and hear what God has to say.  

And then resolve to do it, to obey.  And here’s what I want us to do: share with someone 

from the church this week what God spoke to you about today through this passage of 

Scripture and the story of Noah so that they can pray for you and keep you accountable to 

follow through with obedience.  It’s so easy to hear God’s word and immediately go and 

forget to do it.  We want to not just be hearers of the Word, but doers (cf. James 1:22) 

and that’s what we have each other for – to assist each other in the path of obedience. 

 Prayer: God, we know that you will not tell us to do something that you will not 

give us the strength to do.  So Lord, calm our fears.  Help us to place ourselves at your 

feet.  Remind us that you will not tell us to do something that does not come out of your 

love for us, that will not be good for us.  So Lord, help us to hear and obey your voice, to 

lay down our pride, our control, our ambivalence… 

 

The Lord’s Table 
At the end of the day, Jesus is the only man who ever was perfectly obedient.  He 

became obedient to death, even death on a cross, to pay the just penalty for my sins.  The 

core of our faith is that we don’t have to be perfect to be saved from God’s judgment, we 

just have to trust that Jesus was for us.  Faith in this glorious truth is what fuels our 

obedience.  God has provided an ark of salvation.  There’s only one door – Jesus.  Let’s 

come to him as we come to the Lord’s Table.  Let’s repent of our disobedience and put 

our faith in Christ’s sacrifice to atone for it and his righteousness to be our righteousness.  

And then walk with God in obedience out the freedom that comes from forgiveness. 

 

Benediction 
May you stand out from the world around you because you listen for God’s voice and do 

what he says. 
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This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 25, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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