
This sermon is printed and distributed as part of the ongoing ministry of Immanuel Baptist Church 

© 2007 Nathaniel R. Carter 

From The Pulpit Of 
 

 
 

Sin and Society 

No. 9  

Series: Genesis Genesis 4:17-26 November 4, 2007 

  Nathan Carter 

 

Text 
Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the help of 

the LORD I have brought forth a man." 
2 
Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept flocks, 

and Cain worked the soil. 
3 
In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to 

the LORD. 
4 
But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with 

favor on Abel and his offering, 
5 
but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very 

angry, and his face was downcast. 
6 
Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face 

downcast? 
7 
If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is 

crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it." 
8 
Now Cain said to his brother Abel, 

"Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 
9 

Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?" "I don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's 

keeper?" 
10 

The LORD said, "What have you done? Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to me from the 

ground. 
11 

Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your 

brother's blood from your hand. 
12 

When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You 

will be a restless wanderer on the earth." 
13 

Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment is more than I can 

bear. 
14 

Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a 

restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me." 
15 

But the LORD said to him, "Not so; if 

anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over." Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that 

no one who found him would kill him. 
16 

So Cain went out from the LORD's presence and lived in the land 

of Nod, east of Eden. 

 

Introduction 
We’ve seen how God made an orderly world in Genesis chapter 1 and placed man 

and woman in it to spread his glory to the ends of the earth.  That’s our role as humans: to 

create civilization and culture that reflects and honors the Creator, God.  Everything was 

perfect and the first humans were made to participate in God’s rest. 

We looked even closer and saw that humans were made for a relationship, with 

each other, but ultimately with the Lord.  The first human pair – Adam and Eve – enjoyed 

intimacy with the Lord, with each other, and with their environment. 

But something happened.  The man and the woman rebelled against God and 

immediately everything changed.  Their relationship with God was severed.  Even more, 

we saw that their disobedience demanded God’s judgment.  The Lord God pronounced 

judgment on them and their relationship with the environment, with each other, and 

ultimately with him.  They were banished from his presence and thrown out into a cold, 

harsh world. 
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The last time we were in Genesis we looked at the first brothers – Cain and Abel; 

Adam and Eve’s kids.  Here we saw that this thing called sin had been passed on to the 

next generation.  This vicious monster of sin was now inside people.  And so the reality 

is: we must fight the sin within. 

But today we see something more.  This sin thing isn’t just an individual, personal 

contagion.  It actually infiltrates and infects institutions, the structures of society, the 

fabric of cultures as well.  So that the whole system is screwed up!  Art, government, 

economics, education, family, media, etc… – it’s all tainted and polluted by sin.  It’s 

within; it’s without; it’s everywhere.  It’s in me; it’s in you; it’s in the job market; it’s in 

the legal system; it’s in the entertainment industry; it’s in the political institutions.  The 

world we live in is fallen, thoroughly permeated with sin.  Today we see that as sinful 

men and women perpetuated the human race and built civilizations they spread a fallen 

world order.  Let us never think that sin is simplistic.  It’s made a knotty mess of 

everything. 

And so what that means is that it’s not just that your neighbor who’s a single 

welfare mom is lazy and dishonest and promiscuous.  Those things may all be true.  But 

it’s also true that she was born into a family with no men (no father, no grandfather, 

uncles in prison), in a neighborhood with no grocery store but plenty of gangs, and went 

to a school where she didn’t learn to read past a 6
th

 grade level.  The sinful system is 

against her!  And she didn’t get an inheritance from her parents because they didn’t get 

an inheritance from their parents because they didn’t get an inheritance from their 

parents… because they were slaves.  It’s all messed up! 

It’s not just that a guy abducts and murders his estranged girlfriend living over 

here in University Village and half buries her naked body behind an abandoned restaurant 

across the state line in Indiana.  It’s that governments go to war, engage in ethnic 

cleansing, round up dissidents for pogroms.  And as society advances, so does the 

violence.  State violence accounted for well over 125 million unnatural deaths in the 20
th

 

century, which is more than all the government caused deaths in human history up to the 

year 1900!
1
  Think of people like Hitler, Stalin, Pol Pot, and how about the guy who died 

just this week who flew the Enola Gay over Hiroshima and, fulfilling orders from his 

government, with one push of a button instantly killed 75,000 people. 

This has gotten bigger than just one guy hacking his brother to death in a field.  

Sin is more than just an individual thing.  It has affected every aspect of life in this fallen 

world.  Praise God for his common grace that holds back evil so that things are not as bad 

as they could be, so that traffic lights work and that there are some good cops out there.  

But the fact remains that we live in a messed up world.  Only the Bible gives an adequate 

explanation for why this is.  We’ve been seeing it as we’ve gone through Genesis.  The 

human heart is contaminated by sin.  And the message of today’s text is just this: Human 

civilization is contaminated by sin. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Cainite City 

 Humans were made to “be fruitful and increase in number;” to “fill the earth and 

subdue it” (1:28) – the cultural commission.  We were given a mandate to make culture.  

In v. 17 of chapter 4 we see Cain – the cursed, cold-blooded killer – “lay with his wife 
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and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch.”  Cain’s doing his part to fill the earth.  

Then we read: “Cain was then building a city…”  Here he’s doing his part to subdue it.  

He’s making a city, complete with a rudimentary city plan – roads, homes, water supply, 

a city gate. 

 This is what we’re supposed to do – make cities, come together to form 

civilizations.  But remember we were made in God’s image, to do this as his image 

bearers, to shine forth his glory and beauty, to stake out his claim and spread his fame 

over the earth.  “Cain was then building a city, and he named it after his son Enoch” (v. 

17).  Cursed, cold-blooded killer Cain’s city was a means for procuring his own security 

after God made him to be a restless wanderer on the earth (v. 12).  And really it was a 

means for making a name for himself; for displaying his own self-sufficient might.  He 

dedicates this city not to the Lord, but to his son, his boy, the fruit of his loins, Enoch.  

Do you detect the self-aggrandizing motives?  He’s not making a city that glorifies the 

name of God, but one that glorifies his name and the name of his son. 

We’ll see something similar in chapter 11 with the city of Babel whose 

inhabitants said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the 

heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves” (11:4).  This is really what drives 

our city building today.  Paris is the pride of the French.  Hong Kong was eagerly taken 

back by China because it bolsters China’s power and image.  Chicago skyscrapers are 

shrines to human ingenuity and achievement, monuments of glass and steel to 

commemorate the can-do attitude of modern man and the unbridled potential of 

capitalism. 

But the skyline is only part of the city.  Competing egos in city hall contributes to 

corruption and patronage among political cronies.  Racism perpetuates gross inequities 

and injustices and preserves the ghettos.  Materialism and greed fuel heartless 

gentrification that uproots the ‘undesirables’.  The result is that our cities are far from 

harmonious and interconnected communities that display God’s glory and goodness.  

Cities are contaminated by sin. 

 

Cainite Contribution to Marriage 

 Cain’s city began to grow as his line continued to increase.  “To Enoch was born 

Irad, and Irad was the father of Mahujael, and Mehujael was the father of Methushael, 

and Methushael was the father of Lamech” (v. 18).  Now as civilization continued to 

increase, so did sin’s infiltration of social institutions.  One of Cain’s descendents 

(Lamech), we’re told, “married two women” (v. 19).  God’s beautiful one-man-one-

woman original design for marriage was now being twisted and perverted and used to 

subjugate and denigrate.  Monogamy gave way to polygamy, which we’ll see becomes a 

fixture in society throughout Genesis and in most cultures throughout human history.  

Lamech was the first player; the first ladies man.  I guess you could say, had the ladies 

covered from A to Z.  “One [was] named Adah and the other Zillah” (v. 19). 

 Marriage – the bedrock social institution of any civilization – is corrupted by sin.  

We may not have polygamy today, but many men still dominate women, treat them like 

property or sex objects.  The Center for Disease Control reports 32 million Americans 

suffer from domestic abuse, a number undoubtedly underestimated because it’s 

underreported.  We don’t have polygamy, we just have mistresses, prostitutes, and escort 

services.  And due to a pornography industry in the U.S. that has bigger revenues than the 
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NFL, NBA, and MLB combined, most men have a harem of the imagination.  Multiple 

partners, multiple divorces and remarriages… it’s all evidence of the fact that marriage is 

messed up.  And it’s only further denigrated by no-fault divorces and now the 

redefinition of marriage to legally include same sex partners.  Cities are contaminated by 

sin.  The institution of marriage is contaminated by sin. 

 

Cainite Culture Building 

 We read on and see that Lamech’s two wives gave birth to three movers and 

shakers.  “Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who live in tents and raise 

livestock” (v. 20).  Here it’s talking about advanced animal husbandry, breeding certain 

animals for certain traits – a huge advance in civilization and scientific learning.  

“[Jabal’s] brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all who play the harp and flute” 

(v. 21).  These were the ancient instruments used for making music.  He pioneered the 

guild of musicians and artists – another huge advance in civilization and culture. 

 “Zillah also had a son, Tubal-Cain, who forged all kinds of tools out of bronze 

and iron” (v. 22).  He figures out how to make metal implements, forging them in the fire 

and forming them into tools that make tasks more efficient, whether plowing the ground 

or killing your enemies.  “Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naamah” (v. 22); it’s amazing she 

even gets mentioned, but it’s interesting that she’s not seen as giving any contribution to 

society. 

Do you see what’s going on here?  Civilization is growing and producing art and 

technology and things that make life easier.  But “along with the growth in cultural 

advances is a growth in sin.”
2
  As civilization develops and spreads, sin seizes new 

opportunities.  These cultural advances have great potential to be harnessed for good and 

used to the glory of God.  However, sin has contaminated them.  For example, nuclear 

technology can be used to save thousands of lives through diagnostic procedures opened 

up by nuclear medicine.  “However, in a flash an H-bomb could kill more people than 

nuclear medicine could save in a generation – and maim generations to follow.  As Kent 

Hughes says, “A microchip can be used to help you find your dog or to guide a smart 

bomb through your bedroom window.”
3
 

How about chemistry?  Can you imagine life without pain killers, antibiotics, 

medications, vaccines?  But sin seizes the opportunity and devastates whole communities 

through cocaine, heroin, methamphetamines addictions.  What about Jubal’s gift of 

music?  It can be used to glorify and worship God, to express emotions like joy or reflect 

beauty through rhythm, tone, melody, and harmony.  But it can also be used to further the 

narcissistic cult of celebrity worship.  The recent Brittany Spears saga is a case in point.  

The incessant glitz and glamour of the entertainment industry numbs and stunts teeny-

boppers and encases them in perpetual shallowness.  We all know of music lyrics that are 

debasing and dehumanizing.  Cities are contaminated by sin.  Marriage is contaminated 

by sin.  Advances in science, art, and technology are contaminated by sin. 

 

Cainite Concept of “Justice” 

 Next we get a sample what topped the primeval music charts – the sordid song of 

Lamech.  It says here he said to his wives, “Adah and Zillah, listen to me; wives of 

Lamech, hear my words” (v. 23).  Listen to me?! Wives of Lamech?!  Does he sound like 

the kind of guy you’d want to be friends with?  “I have killed a man for wounding me, a 
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young man for injuring me.  If Cain is avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven 

times” (vv. 23-24).  What an insolent celebration of violence! 

 But it’s not just that Lamech was a blood-thirsty bully.  He was quite possibly the 

mayor of his city and this is quite likely an expression of his code of law.  This was the 

legal system of the day.  There was no lex talionis – the principle God gave to Israel of an 

eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth.  In other words, there was nothing that limited 

retribution to something commensurate with the crime.  Here Lamech kills in return for a 

wound.  And he boasts of killing a “young man” for injuring him.  He kills a kid!  It’s not 

a system of justice.  It doesn’t protect the weak. 

 We may have a Bill of Rights in America and talk about “the rule of law,” but are 

we really that advanced?  Is there justice?  I mean really?  Are the weak protected?  Even 

in America up until relatively recently there have been Jim Crow laws on the books in 

many states.  One hundred years ago women weren’t allowed to vote!  And since the 

1973 Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade there has been the legalized murder of 

nearly 50 million unborn babies – the weakest and most vulnerable in our society.  Has 

the violent streak expressed by Lamech really been subdued?  Our legal system is 

contaminated by sin. 

Cities, marriage, culture, law… it’s all contaminated by sin.  It’s a messed up 

world we live in.  We see how this came about in Genesis.  Cain’s posterity “took the 

lead in producing cities, music, weapons, agricultural implements – in short, civilization.”  

But since Adam and Eve were infected with sin and passed that on to their kids, who in 

turn passed that on to their kids who in turn made civilization, that civilization was 

infected with sin.  When you take sinful people and you put them together and they build 

a culture, sin becomes embedded in the very structures of that culture.  Human 

civilization is contaminated by sin. 

 

Sethite Counterculture 

 But a counterculture is already stirring, even in primeval history.  In v. 25 we see 

a new line started.  “Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named 

him Seth, saying, ‘God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed 

him.”  There’s a contrast being set up here between Cain and Seth.  And here we find the 

word “seed”/“another child” being used by Eve; possibly a hearkening back to 3:15 and 

the famed protevangelium where the seed of the woman is said to crush the serpent.  In 

the midst of a fallen culture, something is happening.  “Seth also had a son, and he named 

him Enosh.”  And then we read, “At that time men began to call on the name of the Lord” 

(v. 26).  As one commentator put it, “Cain’s firstborn and successors pioneer cities and 

civilized arts, but Seth’s firstborn and successors pioneer worship.”
4
  There’s a movement 

forming that flies in the face of the culture of self-worship and worships the Lord. 

 The line of Seth was just as much infected with Original Sin.  We’ll see next 

week that they still died.  We’ll see that Seth’s descendant Noah, a righteous man, re-

enacts the Fall himself.  It’s not perfect, but what we need to see is that there’s a 

movement of God.  There’s a counterculture forming in the midst of fallen culture – a 

people who called upon the name of the Lord, who worshipped Yahweh in a world that 

worshipped human achievement and power. 

 

Conclusion 
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What we see today is just the same – that sin is not merely individual but 

institutional.  As Cain’s line continued cities and civilization developed, but they were 

tinged with sin – polygamy, violence.  But Seth’s line was described as people who 

called on the name of the Lord.  Right now we find ourselves in an urban center, in a 

culture that produces many wonderful things (art, movies, music, technology, law), but 

it’s tainted with sin.  It’s contaminated.  It’s messed up.  But there’s a small, 

counterculture movement called the church who is a people who call upon the name of 

the Lord in this midst of this fallen culture, “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people belonging to God, that [they] may declare the praises of him who called 

[them] out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1Pet. 2:9). 

 The church is a community of people who have experienced forgiveness for their 

own personal sin through Christ and his atoning sacrifice on the cross.  And as they 

worship Jesus they live a countercultural, communal life that witnesses to the kingdom 

that Jesus introduced to this world. 

If you look at this text and look at the world around you and say, “Yeah, this 

world is screwed up.”  Then I encourage you to confess your part in it, repent of your 

own personal sin, and join this alternative society called the church.  We’re not perfect.  

We still sin.  We’re still affected by the fallen world order, but we’re also living in a new 

world order – the kingdom of God that has broken into this world. 

We operate by a different law, Christ’s law, the law of love.  Lamech snarled, “If 

Cain is avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven times” (v. 24).  But when Peter 

asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?  

Up to seven times?”  But Jesus taught us saying, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-

seven times” (Mt. 18:21-22).  It turns Lamech’s song on its head.  It’s a radical policy of 

love and forgiveness as opposed to violence and vengeance.  This is how we try to live in 

the church. 

And we don’t run from culture but we try to redeem culture and make culture to 

the glory of God.  We use harps and flutes and guitars and drums to sing praise to the 

Lord. 

 

Praise the Lord 

Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. 

Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. 

Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, 

praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, 

praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. 

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 

Praise the Lord – Psalm 150 

 

But it’s not that all music has to be explicitly worship music.  We seek to make beautiful 

things simply as an expression of the beauty of God.  If a Christian makes a movie, it 

doesn’t have to be about the Rapture.  It can simply be a well-told story that expresses 

creativity and elevates human life.  And that brings glory to God.  [For example the new 

movie Bella…]  We join in the culture making activity, but do it for radically different 

ends – the glory of God and the good of Man. 
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 In the church, we elevate the dignity of marriage, the virtue of fidelity, the value 

of family.  We challenge men to be tender, self-sacrificial.  We affirm the value and 

worth of women.  Jesus was radical in this regard, holding to the full and utter equality of 

men and women.  The church is to be countercultural here too. 

 And the church seeks to be a city within the city.  Chicago is one of only 10 

Alpha-class, global cities in the whole world according to the Globalization and World 

Cities Study Group and Network.  We live in a major hub of culture and commerce.  It’s 

an amazing place.  We love this city!  And we as a church seek to be an alternative city 

within the city of Chicago.  Jesus said to his followers, “You are the light of the world.  A 

city on a hill cannot be hidden” (Mt. 5:14).  We seek to be a countercultural force that 

exemplifies more of what a city orientated towards God’s ways could look like and that 

works in whatever ways we can to reform the structures of the city to make it more 

equitable and just. 

 Human civilization is contaminated by sin, but God is moving.  He has sent his 

Son to make a way for sinful human beings to be forgiven and freed from the power of 

sin.  And he has called a people together that call upon his name and who live a radically 

different lifestyle – a countercultural community called the church.  We form a city 

within the city, seeking the peace and prosperity of the city (cf. Jer. 29:7).  We embody 

upside-down values such as love, forgiveness, equality, and justice as a foretaste, a pre-

figuring of the age to come when Jesus returns again and remakes this fallen world.  

Revelation 21:2 describes that day as when “the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, [comes] 

down out of heaven from God.”  A city!  We’re going to live in a perfected city for 

eternity.  No more CTA doomsdays or hired truck scandals or license for bribes or public 

housing projects.  2 Peter 3:13 says, “In keeping with his promise we are looking forward 

to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.”  One day God will remake 

this creation, free from the contamination of sin and we will live in a perfected 

civilization. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
We anticipate that now as we come together to remember Jesus’ sacrifice of himself for 

us to fix our sin problem, restore us to himself and to each other, and guarantee our future 

with him. 

 

Benediction 
To the church of God called Immanuel, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be 

holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ – 

their Lord and ours: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. – 1Cor. 1:2-3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 4, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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