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Text 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the 

woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 
2 
The woman said to the 

serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 
3 
but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the 

tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 
4 
"You will not surely 

die," the serpent said to the woman. 
5 
"For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 
6 
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 

food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also 

gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 
7 
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, 

and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
8 

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of 

the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
9 
But the LORD God called to the 

man, "Where are you?" 
10 

He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; 

so I hid." 
11 

And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from?" 
12 

The man said, "The woman you put here with me-- she gave me some 

fruit from the tree, and I ate it." 
13 

Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" 

The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 

 

Introduction 
When we last left the story at the end of chapter 2 the man and his wife were 

naked and in paradise.  By the end of chapter three, they will be clothed and in a less than 

perfect world. 

In chapter 1 we saw how God (Elohim) made an orderly world, taking what was 

formless and empty and forming it and filling it.  His last act of filling was to make man 

and woman in his image for the purpose of spreading his glory to the ends of the earth as 

they took over filling the earth and subduing it as God’s image-bearers.  And God rested 

– he took his seat on the throne of the cosmos.  Everything was very good. 

In chapter 2 we backed up in the story a bit and took a more intimate look at the 

Lord God (Yahweh Elohim) carefully forming the man and then fashioning the woman to 

be a complementary counterpart for the man in their collective task of caring for the 

Garden.  What we saw last week in this very personal account was that God made us for 

a relationship… with each other – yes – but ultimately with him. 

What happens in chapter 3 is what has come to be known theologically as the Fall 

or Original Sin; the Great Thud, the colossal screw-up.  It accounts for why life is as it is.  

It’s the explanation for why the world is not perfect and why we so desperately want it to 
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be.  I stressed out when I was preparing for this sermon because I thought – “This is the 

Fall, the starting point for so much of theology, the lens that makes sense of reality as we 

know it… this one’s got to be really good; I’ve got to exhaustively unpack this key 

doctrine.”  But you know what?  All the implications of what happened in Genesis 3 are 

way too many to exhaustively unpack.  I just need to pick one angle and go with it.  I can 

at best give a framework for how to understand this text and then trust that you will take 

that and then flesh out a fuller understanding of the myriad ways what happened in 

Genesis 3 affects your life and how to deal with it. 

Picking up on the theme that we began to explore last week – God made us for a 

relationship – I think the main point of today’s passage is just this: our relationship with 

God has been severed.  This fundamental fact explains our experience in life – all of our 

problems (individual and societal), that feeling that we just can’t seem to shake that 

something’s not right – it all stems from the fact that our relationship with God has 

been severed. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Temptation 

 Verse 1 begins by introducing us to a new character in the story – “Now the 

serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.”  Who is 

this serpent?  All we’re told here is that it was one of “the wild animals that the Lord God 

had made.”  The serpent was a part of God’s good creation.  That word – “crafty” – is not 

necessarily sinister, but is most often translated as a virtue similar to wisdom or 

discernment.  There are a lot of questions that this text leaves unanswered.  We do know 

from other parts of the Bible that this snake was possessed by an evil spirit – the chief of 

the evil spirits: Satan or the Devil (cf. Rev. 12:9, 20:2) – and so this good creation 

became a tool of Satan. 

 But where did Satan come from?  And how did he get into paradise?  What’s the 

origin of Evil?  Why does God allow Evil in this world?  Those are all good questions, 

but for another time and another place.  Genesis 3 simply tells us that a talking snake 

began to question the woman. 

 He started with the question, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any 

tree in the garden?’”  Notice Satan doesn’t use God’s personal, covenant name – Yahweh.  

He sticks to the more remote Elohim.  He’s subtly trying to make God distant and then he 

plants the seed of doubt in the woman’s mind of whether this God was really good.  “Did 

God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden?’”  What had been the 

Lord’s actually words to Adam in 2:16-17?  “You are free to eat from any tree in the 

garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 

you eat of it you will surely die.” 

This had been God’s Word.  It was generous – “you are free to eat from any tree 

in the garden.”  But Satan via the serpent twisted and distorted God’s Word to make God 

look stingy.  This is what Satan does: 

(A) He knows his Bible better than anyone else but he twists it, he reinterprets it 

to make it say something it doesn’t.  Remember when Jesus was tempted by 

Satan during his 40 days in the wilderness?  What did Satan do?  He used the 

Word of God to try to get Jesus to disobey God.  He quoted Ps. 91:11-2 – “He 
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will command his angels concerning you…” – in order to get Jesus to jump 

off the temple and prove his divinity.  Satan messes with God’s Word. 

(B) And Satan attacks God’s character.  This misquoting of God was aimed at 

calling into question whether or not God really had their best interests in 

mind.  Maybe he was just trying to withhold something good from them, 

because he’s a kill joy.  This is the nature of temptation, right?  We’re 

tempted to believe that there is greater joy, greater pleasure outside of God 

than there is in obeying him.  That God’s trying to keep us from enjoying 

things with all his rules and that those ‘illicit pleasures’ (be they sex outside 

marriage, gossip, sloth, or whatever) will actually make us happy.  But as 

we’ll see, Satan doesn’t deliver on his promises. 

 

Satan distorted God’s Word and defamed God’s character.  Eve should have run 

away.  Or better yet, Adam should have stepped in and crushed the serpent right there.  

But that’s not what happened.  By the way, did you realize that Adam is right there with 

Eve throughout all of this?  The verbs here in this dialogue that the serpent uses when he 

addresses Eve are plural.  And it says in v. 6 that “she also gave some to her husband, 

who was with her.”  God’s Word was originally addressed to Adam before the creation of 

Eve.  He definitely should have known better, but he abdicates his duty as the man and 

stands by passively.  And so here is the first sign of something going wrong. 

 And sure enough, it gets worse.  Eve takes the bait.  Unlike Jesus when he was 

faced with temptation, Eve doesn’t wield the sword of God’s Word well and actually 

ends up minimizing it, adding to it, and softening it. 

 How did she minimize God’s Word?  In answering the serpent’s slithery question 

about what God had said she leaves out and important word – “any.”  “The woman said 

to the serpent, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden’” (v. 2).  But actually, God’s 

provision was much more bountiful.  He said they could eat of “any tree in the garden” 

(2:16).  Eve minimized the generosity of God. 

 How did she add to God’s Word?  Look at what she says next in v. 3 – “but God 

[playing into the serpent’s hand and only using the name Elohim] did say, ‘You must not 

eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you 

will die.’”  The Lord never said they couldn’t touch it.  Eve is exaggerating God’s 

prohibition… right after minimizing his provision. 

 And finally how does she soften God’s Word?  In 2:17 God said that if they eat of 

it they “will surely die.”  Here she just says, “…or you will die” (v. 3).  She leaves off 

“surely.”  It wasn’t an innocent mistake.  She was tempering the blow of God’s judgment.  

Oh how we are so prone to do this today, to downplay the certainty of God’s righteous 

judgment towards sin.  He might let it go.  Hell might not be that bad, it may not last 

forever, there may be another chance.  But God’s Word clearly says that “He will punish 

those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  They will be 

punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and 

from the majesty of his power (2Thess. 1:8-9).  That will surely happen if you don’t 

believe in Jesus.  But we’d rather soften God’s threats. 

 This is the anatomy of a temptation.  If we’re going to stand against temptation, 

we are going to have to know God’s Word and stick to it.  We have to constantly remind 
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ourselves of God’s promises and his somber warnings.  Eve minimized, added to, and 

softened God’s Word when dealing with the serpent.  And Adam didn’t stop it. 

 And here’s the clincher.  “‘You will not surely die,’ the serpent said to the 

woman” (v. 4).  It was a bald-faced lie, but as Jesus said, “When he lies, he speaks his 

native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (Jn. 8:44).  And then he said, “For 

God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil” (v. 5).  What exactly the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 

was all about we don’t know, but here it is equated with being like God in some way, 

having God’s knowledge, obtaining something that only God should be aware of. 

 

Sin 

 Adam and Eve were made in God’s image, a dynamic duo charged by their loving 

Lord to care for his world, to be his representatives there.  They gladly submitted to God 

and God generously supplied them with everything they needed.  It was the perfect set-

up.  But in v. 6 they mutinied.  They rebelled.  They foolishly tried to get out from under 

God’s authority and be not just God’s images but gods themselves.  “When the woman 

saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food [appealing to the appetite] and pleasing to 

the eye [aesthetically appealing], and also desirable for gaining wisdom [for getting to be 

gods themselves], she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was 

with her, and he ate it” (v. 6). 

As one person has put it, “The woman listens to the serpent, the man listens to the 

woman, and no one listens to God.”
1
  It was an insurrection.  A revolt.  A mutiny.  A 

declaration of independence.  A tragedy.  The pinnacle of creation – humanity – made for 

a relationship with the Lord, rebelling against him, committing treason against the Most 

High who had given them everything thing they could have possibly needed and more 

and seeking to be their own gods. 

 

Judgment 
 And at once death enters the world.  Adam and Eve didn’t keel over dead, but 

immediately upon tasting the fruit they were not only doomed to a life of decay and 

eventually physical death, but they died spiritually.  Their souls were no longer alive.  

They were cut off from their relationship with God. 

Their eyes were opened, but it wasn’t a good thing.  They now felt shame at being 

naked and completely open to each other.  And so “they sewed fig leaves together and 

made coverings for themselves” (v. 7).  In this beautiful marriage that they had enjoyed 

there was now something in between them.  So their relationship was disrupted, but also 

and ultimately their relationship with God had been severed. 

Verse 8 – “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day…”  We’re not sure exactly what kind of 

picture we’re supposed to get here, besides they become aware of the Lord’s presence 

and what do they do?  “They hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.”  

They were hiding from each other behind fig leaves and from the Lord behind trees 

because they knew there was something wrong with them that needed to be covered up. 

We all do it.  Have you ever thought about where you hide?  What are you hiding 

behind?  A resume, a job, a TV, a boyfriend, a day-planner, a degree?  What do you hide 
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behind to cover up or numb your feelings of inadequacy, guilt, or emptiness?  What do 

you latch onto in order to find a sense of security and worth?  Think about it… 

“The Lord God called to the man [because he was as the husband the head of this 

first family], ‘Where are you?’  [It’s a rhetorical question; God knows where Adam is and 

he knew everything that had just happened; and Adam knows this]  He answered, ‘I heard 

you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid’” (vv. 9-10).  Notice 

what characterizes the relationship between Adam and the Lord now – fear, not intimacy.  

“And [the Lord] said, ‘Who told you that you were naked?  [wooops!]  Have you eaten 

from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?’” (v. 11).  Adam is busted.   

What do people do when they’re busted?  We blame someone else.  We don’t 

own up to it, we try to pass the buck.  “The man said, ‘The woman you put here with me 

– she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it’” (v. 12).  It’s the woman’s fault and 

also Adam insinuates it’s God’s fault for putting the woman there.  Whoa!  “Then the 

Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’  The woman said, ‘[It’s not 

my fault!]  The serpent deceived me, and I ate” (v. 13). 

We so quickly play the blame game, don’t we?  We’re hiding behind all our 

masks and yet we still feel insecure, we still know something’s wrong with us, but we try 

to find the fault somewhere else besides ourselves.  We’re victims.  It’s the system, it’s 

against me?  It was they way my parents raised me.  It’s because I didn’t have a father.  

Here’s one: I’m feeling far from God; he’s distant and cold; my spiritual life’s dry… it’s 

Pastor Nathan’s fault, it’s the church’s fault, etc…  We are a miserable lot. 

 

How different the Garden seems now from the picture drawn in chapter 2.  

Where is the man, God’s estate manager, his park keeper?  Where is the 

man with authority to name the animals?  Where is the delight in the 

sexual embrace as woman is introduced to man?  Where is the human 

being made to be the image of God?  Where is the human person made to 

share the joy and rest of the seventh day in the worship and adoration of 

his Creator? 

 

‘Adam, where are you?’ – Naked, rebellious, ashamed, guilty, shifting 

blame, afraid and hiding behind the trees.
2
 

 

Not in a good place.  Gone is the marriage intimacy we just saw.  Gone is the relationship 

with the Lord.  It’s a mess. 

 This is our history.  Adam and Eve are not just mythical people.  As much as this 

is a story of Everyman and Everywoman, it is so because it is what actually happened.  

Adam and Eve were historical people.  The parents of the human race.  “The New 

Testament assumes it and argues from it.”
3
  Paul in Acts 17:26 says, “From one man he 

made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth.”  In Romans 5 he 

makes concrete parallels between Adam and Christ as historical figures.  Plus this idea 

that the human race descended from one couple – monogenesis – is part of the 

uniqueness of Israel’s story.  “Mesopotamian thinking on the whole reflects the idea that 

man was created en masse.”
4
  The Bible maintains that we all come from this pair.  They 

represented the whole human race there in the garden and what they did plunged all of 
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subsequent humanity into the same plight.  We inherit from our primal parents a severed 

relationship with God. 

 

The Fall Explains the World 
 The story may sound mythological, but the fact that this really happened provides 

the best explanation of why the world is the way it is and why we are the way we are.  

Blaise Pascal once remarked in one of his Pensées, “Man’s greatness and wretchedness 

are so evident that the true religion must necessarily teach us that there is in man some 

great principle of greatness and some great principle of wretchedness.  It must also 

account for such amazing contradictions.”
5
  Elsewhere he said, “What sort of freak, then, 

is man!  …Judge of all things, feeble earthworm, repository of truth, sink of doubt and 

error, glory and refuse of the universe!”
6
  It is interesting.  We are made with dignity and 

worth as God’s image-bearers and yet we are fallen and tainted.  So someone like 

Richard Wagner is at one and the same time capable of producing such acts of beauty as 

his opera Tristan und Isolde and also referring to the Hebrew people as “cursed Jew-

scum”
7
 and contributing to the rise of German nationalism and eventually Hitler and the 

Third Reich.  All of us have this paradox within us.  Only Christianity adequately 

accounts for such a striking paradox. 

 And this isn’t exegesis: I’m leaving the realm of explaining and expounding on 

the text and venturing further into the dangerous territory of amateur philosophizing.  But 

bear with me a moment… I think the phenomenon we call nostalgia is best explained by 

the fact that we all trace our genealogies back to a couple that literally enjoyed naked, 

marital bliss in paradise with an unspoiled relationship with the Lord who made them and 

that they then fell from that state into a life of covering up, scrambling for meaning, and 

dying. 

 You know the feeling of nostalgia.  That flood of emotions that washes over you 

like a tidal wave, triggered by a smell that transports you to the kitchen in your childhood 

home, a song you hear that you listened to over and over again during the spring semester 

of your senior year of college, the yellow glow of a city street light that reminds you of 

the carefree times you and your friends used to have out on the town, the cool crisp air of 

fall that conjures up all sort of memories of lazy Sundays, warm soups, the excitement 

and expectation of a new school year.  It’s an interesting thing, isn’t it – nostalgia?  It can 

hit us out of nowhere.  It’s a very ferocious emotion. 

 Have you ever woken up slowly and been inundated with memories from 

childhood – the seemingly infinite back yard, the summers that felt like they lasted 

forever, the oatmeal cream pies after getting off the bus while watching Animaniacs?  

Have you ever watched a movie that elicited deep feelings of longing in your soul?  

Andrea and I watched The Notebook on Friday.  Why is that such a powerful story?  

Partly because it portrays a Norman Rockwellian America – 1940s in the South – and 

also because it ropes you in to an elemental romance – Noah and Allie; summer 

sweethearts who can’t live without each other.  Who cried while watching that movie?  

Why? 

I think it’s because things like that ignite the nostalgic longings deep within our 

souls for a time long since past, a time when everything was right.  That song we listened 

to during the offering – “Long Long Time” by Guy Forsyth – ends with the line, “It’s 

been a long, long, long, long time… since I felt fine.”  We know there’s something wrong 
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with the way things are.  We don’t feel fine and like the song writer did, we tend to 

memorialize our childhood as an Age of Innocence or maybe a certain period in our 

country’s history as a Golden Age. 

We romanticize the past and long for a by-gone era, but if we’re honest our 

childhood wasn’t perfect; we weren’t sinless kids.  And there never was a gilded age in 

American history when society was idyllic.  But what it is is our collective memory 

passed down from generation to generation, built in to the subconscious psyche of the 

human race.  We long for the way things used to be… before the Fall… before sin 

entered the world and stained the very fiber of our being.  And all of our dis-ease, all of 

our psychiatrist bills, marital strife, endless searching for meaning and worth ultimately 

comes from the fact that our relationship with God has been severed.  Paradise lost.  

We have turned on him and gone our own way and now we are under his condemnation, 

we’re guilty, and we know it deep down, but we’re running, hiding, passing the blame, 

groping for a return to normalcy, but constantly frustrated. 

 

Conclusion 
 We can’t go back.  We can only go forward.  The cool thing we see in this story is 

that the Lord goes looking for Adam and Eve.  This is who God is.  He’s a God on a 

mission.  That’s what the rest of the story of the Pentateuch will be about.  That’s what 

the whole Bible is about – a God that goes looking for sinners.  And that’s what God the 

Father sent Jesus to the earth for – a rescue mission.  Jesus came “to seek and to save the 

lost” (Luke 19:10, ESV). 

 All of our nostalgic longings to be whole again are really longings for Jesus.  But 

we have to stop passing the buck.  We have to own up to our rebellion.  We have to stop 

blaming others… and then blame Jesus.  Let him take your sin on himself.  Let the buck 

stop with Jesus. 

 For those who have fled to Christ the Bible says, “We were God’s enemies, [but] 

we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son” (Rom. 5:10).  That’s what Jesus 

came to do: to reconcile us to God; to restore the relationship that had been severed.  And 

so I “implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  God made him who had no 

sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2Cor. 

5:20-21).  We can stop hiding behind all the things we hide behind to pretend we’re okay.  

We can stop trying to wear fig leaves and be clothed with Christ (cf. Gal. 3:27)… 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 

Benediction 
May you feel the full effect of Adam’s sin in the Garden of Eden and may you know the 

full effect of Jesus feeling the full effect of your sin in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, October 7, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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