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Text 
Then the LORD said to Moses: 

2
 "Set up the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, on the first day of the first 

month. 
3
 Place the ark of the Testimony in it and shield the ark with the curtain. 

4
 Bring in the table and set 

out what belongs on it. Then bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 
5
 Place the gold altar of incense 

in front of the ark of the Testimony and put the curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle. 
6
 "Place the altar 

of burnt offering in front of the entrance to the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting; 
7
 place the basin between 

the Tent of Meeting and the altar and put water in it. 
8
 Set up the courtyard around it and put the curtain at 

the entrance to the courtyard. 
9
 "Take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and everything in it; 

consecrate it and all its furnishings, and it will be holy. 
10

 Then anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its 

utensils; consecrate the altar, and it will be most holy. 
11

 Anoint the basin and its stand and consecrate 

them. 
12

 "Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and wash them with water. 
13

 

Then dress Aaron in the sacred garments, anoint him and consecrate him so he may serve me as priest. 
14

 

Bring his sons and dress them in tunics. 
15

 Anoint them just as you anointed their father, so they may serve 

me as priests. Their anointing will be to a priesthood that will continue for all generations to come." 
16

 

Moses did everything just as the LORD commanded him. 
17

 So the tabernacle was set up on the first day of 

the first month in the second year. 
18

 When Moses set up the tabernacle, he put the bases in place, erected 

the frames, inserted the crossbars and set up the posts. 
19

 Then he spread the tent over the tabernacle and 

put the covering over the tent, as the LORD commanded him. 
20

 He took the Testimony and placed it in the 

ark, attached the poles to the ark and put the atonement cover over it. 
21

 Then he brought the ark into the 

tabernacle and hung the shielding curtain and shielded the ark of the Testimony, as the LORD commanded 

him. 
22

 Moses placed the table in the Tent of Meeting on the north side of the tabernacle outside the curtain 
23

 and set out the bread on it before the LORD, as the LORD commanded him. 
24

 He placed the lampstand 

in the Tent of Meeting opposite the table on the south side of the tabernacle 
25

 and set up the lamps before 

the LORD, as the LORD commanded him. 
26

 Moses placed the gold altar in the Tent of Meeting in front of 

the curtain 
27

 and burned fragrant incense on it, as the LORD commanded him. 
28

 Then he put up the 

curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle. 
29

 He set the altar of burnt offering near the entrance to the 

tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, and offered on it burnt offerings and grain offerings, as the LORD 

commanded him. 
30

 He placed the basin between the Tent of Meeting and the altar and put water in it for 

washing, 
31

 and Moses and Aaron and his sons used it to wash their hands and feet. 
32

 They washed 

whenever they entered the Tent of Meeting or approached the altar, as the LORD commanded Moses. 
33

 

Then Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at the entrance to 

the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work. 

 

Introduction 
 What are some of the best movies of all time?  What are the kinds of stories that 

make the most impact on you?  If we voted and tallied up the top 5 movies from those in 
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this room right now, my guess is that there would be on that list representatives of two 

different types of plots. 

First, there is the narrative that delivers up dilemmas and then, by the end, 

resolves them.  A Jane Austen novel is a good example.  In the end, sense and sensibility 

triumph – the sensible sister marries her heart’s desire and the desire-driven sister marries 

a noble man.  Poverty is averted.  Everyone lives happily ever after, except, of course, the 

bad characters.  It’s satisfying, engaging, and, when well-done, it’s not unsophisticated 

pablum. 

Then there are the stories that refuse full resolution.  The ‘point’ is not 

immediately obvious.  The tension remains.  You leave with more questions than you 

entered with.  I’m sure Hobin or Anne-Marie could explain this better than I, but I think 

we all know what I’m talking about.  Was the end of Inception reality or was it a dream?  

We don’t know.  There’s ambiguity even at the conclusion.  When this is well-done it’s 

more than a shameless excuse for a sequel. 

I don’t want to flatten these categories to a simple either-or.  Many movies are 

both/and.  For example, The Sound of Music is what many think of as a traditional feel-

good movie.  It ends with hope, but also uncertainty (for those who don’t know history) 

as the Nazis rule Austria, the von Trapps flee unto the mountains, and the credits roll. 

But here’s the thing: We long for resolution; something about that resonates 

within us.  We also recognize tension/confusion in life and to some extent appreciate that 

as it rings true to the depth of reality.  Both make for good stories.  Both kinds of stories 

enrich our lives. 

Why am I musing on this?  Because today we find ourselves at the end of the 

book of Exodus, wrapping up this story.  But is it wrapped up?  As we reflect on the end 

of this book we see both resolution and are left with dissatisfaction.  There’s a spectacular 

event, but it’s not quite the cure-all.  Exodus goes out with a bang AND it goes out with a 

pang. 

In short, what we’re supposed to see today from the end of Exodus is just this: 

glory has come, but we’re not in glory yet. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The End of Exodus 

 So today we come to chapter 40 of the book of Exodus – the final scene.  All the 

materials for the Tabernacle complex had been carefully constructed as Adam detailed 

last week.  “Then the Lord said to Moses: ‘Set up the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, on 

the first day of the first month’” (vv. 1-2).  Back in chapter 12 when Israel was delivered 

from slavery in Egypt God told them to make that month their first month of the year (it 

would have been around March or April according to our modern accounting).  It was an 

epochal moment.  Now it’s the first month again, which means it has been roughly one 

year since the Israelites were dramatically delivered.  It’s been nine months since they 

first arrived at Sinai.  [incidentally, it’s been nine months since we got to Sinai in ch. 19]  

So if we subtract out the known periods of time for Moses to be up the mountain and 

make other estimations we can surmise that it took about 6 months to construct the 

Tabernacle.  It was a detailed job.  And now it’s all ready to be set-up.  And here we have 

another momentous occasion. 
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 First: the instructions, which have Moses begin with the innermost items and 

work his way out.  Included are instructions for anointing everything with the sacred oil 

and installing the priests.  Next: we read that “Moses did everything just as the Lord 

commanded him” (v. 16) and a report of him following the instructions is given. 

We’ve pointed this out on numerous occasions, but it’s helpful to notice again the 

links between the Tabernacle and the Garden of Eden.  The links are both conceptual and 

textual.  When we read this account and the account of the setting up of the world in 

Genesis 1-3 the connections are evident.  This Tabernacle is a kind of new creation.  For 

example: compare Genesis 2:2 and Exodus 40:33 – “God finished his work;” “Moses 

finished the work.”  Adam’s sermon last week teased these parallels out more. 

 Wow!  So it looks as though paradise has been recreated, Eden restored.  The 

details that follow starting in v. 34 seem to fete this event with epic splendor.  It looks 

like the grand finale of a fairy tale when everything is cast in a golden hue.  “Then the 

cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle” (v. 

34).  Can you imagine?  The great cloud that had been high atop Mt. Sinai came down 

among the people, filling the Tabernacle.  God was dwelling among his people at last.  

The repeated command to Pharaoh – “Let my people go that they may worship me” (i.e. 

8:1) has been realized.  The great climax of the story! 

 And yet there’s a detail of dissonance.  I’ve read over it for years, thinking it was 

part of the splendor of the scene.  But this time, having been immersed in Exodus for a 

year myself, I read it with a tinge of sadness.  Verse 35 – “Moses could not enter the Tent 

of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the Lord filled the 

tabernacle.”  The great mediator, Moses, who had led so well, done all the negotiating, 

saw to it that everything was executed as the Lord commanded, was barred from the 

divinely occupied Tabernacle.  God’s presence filled the Tabernacle to the exclusion of 

all else.  It was glorious… but Moses is left out.  “Was Moses surprised?” asks Alec 

Motyer.  “Reading between the lines, the text seems to hint that he was, that he tried to go 

in but found he could not.”
1
 

So there’s that taste left in the mouth as this book ends – “Wait a minute, that’s 

not what I expected?”  It’s a bit like the beautiful prelude at our wedding – a flute, cello, 

violin trio.  For the bridesmaid’s processional the music came to a nice conclusion, but 

one musician didn’t realize it was time to stop and played one, extra, very timid note that 

lingered awkwardly.  We watch it on our anniversary and always cringe a bit. 

 The concluding details in v. 36 and following also highlight that the story is not 

quite complete.  There we read that this cloud that filled the Tabernacle would 

occasionally lift, signaling when the Israelites should tear-down camp and set out in their 

travels.  What this reminds us of is the fact that there is a journey ahead; they are still 

sojourners who haven’t arrived.  The book of Exodus ends with the people not yet in the 

Promised Land.  That larger story is as of yet unresolved.  The Tabernacle was a portable 

structure; the permanent rest had not yet been achieved. 

 So, momentous ocassion?  Yes!  Freedom was secured.  The law was given, 

broken, forgiven, and finally the elaborate Tabernacle was constructed.  New Year’s Day 

celebrations included the regal descent of Yahweh to dwell among his redeemed people.  

God and humans together again… sort of.  Glory has come, but they’re not in glory 

yet.  The book of Exodus in many ways just serves to set up the next book of the Bible – 

Leviticus.  “Exodus leads right into Leviticus,” says Phil Ryken, “which begins with God 
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giving Moses a long list of instructions for making sacrifices at the tabernacle.”
2
  Moses 

is shut out in Exodus 40:35 awaiting an invitation; that summons comes in Lev. 1:1 and 

what follows in that book are detailed instructions about how this holy God must be 

approached.  So we must read on.  We must wait in anticipation to see how the story 

resolves itself. 

 

The Sweep of Exodus 
 We’ve seen this before, actually.  How did Genesis end?  With the death of 

Joseph and God’s people in Egypt.  What would happen?  Genesis, we saw, just served to 

set up Exodus. 

Even though the plot moves forward significantly in Exodus, the book goes out 

the same way it came in.  If you were with us then, do you remember the discussions we 

were having at the beginning of Exodus?  It starts off after 400 long, hard years where 

God’s plan didn’t look like it was progressing.  It was: Jacob’s family had unassumingly 

become a large people, but they were outside the land and they were oppressed in bitter 

bondage.  Great obstacles were stacked up against God’s plan progressing.  Life was 

hard.  But God was active.  He was orchestrating his divine rescue plan, fulfilling his 

promises, even though it may have been hard to see. 

Moses had to wait until he was 80, but he was God’s chosen vessel for leading the 

Israelites out of Egypt.  And it was colossal!  But on the heels of that great showdown 

with Pharaoh and the Egyptian gods culminating in redemption we saw that there were 

still trials and testings, wilderness wanderings.  Life wasn’t all rosy.  Yet God sustained 

them.  After the giving of the magisterial Law the people quickly figured out that they 

were still sinners, going back to Egypt in their hearts with the Golden Calf.  And God 

graciously forgave them and the plan continued unabated. 

God is doing something big.  God had done some amazing things.  But it’s not all 

fixed, even with the completion of the Tabernacle; even at the end of this book.  There’s 

something yet to come that we are looking forward to.  Great movement forward, yet 

there’s still more to go.  Glory has come, but we’re not in glory yet, do you see? 

 

The Sweep of Scripture 

 This pattern continues throughout the Scriptures, book-by-book, figure-by-figure.  

Even the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible that were always meant to be taken 

as a whole)… even the Pentateuch ends on a cliff-hanger!  The people almost enter the 

Promised Land and then rebel again and are postponed another 40 years.  Moses dies 

outside the Land.  And the Pentateuch ends just on the other side of the Jordan. 

The book of Joshua picks up the plot with great anticipation as this next imposing 

figure courageously leads the people on the Conquest.  It’s action-packed.  God does 

some amazing things.  In one sense “not one word of all the good promises that the Lord 

had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass” (Jos. 21:45).  And yet the 

whole land wasn’t subdued.  Snares remained.  Joshua gives a rousing speech calling for 

fidelity to God in future generations, but predicting their inability and he dies and the 

book ends. 

And Judges picks up the baton with this repeated cycle of defeat followed by 

turning to the Lord.  A leader arises and the sense is that this could be the One.  Some 
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deliverance comes but alas he or she is not.  And that book ends with these sour words – 

“In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit” (Jdgs. 21:25). 

Time marches on.  The promise progresses and yet the story never fully resolves.  

Tensions persist.  Perhaps a king is the answer.  Saul is anointed – tall, handsome, mighty 

in battle – but almost as soon as he steps on the stage he exits ignominiously.  Then 

there’s David, the great king.  Israel becomes a regional superpower.  A golden age is 

inaugurated.  It’s time to turn the portable Tabernacle into a glorious Temple.  But David 

falls precipitously – commits adultery and murder, weathers a coup from one of his own 

sons, orders an ill-advised census.  He’s not the One.  God tells him he cannot build the 

Temple, but his son can. 

So now all the hopes rest on Solomon, the paragon of wisdom.  He extends the 

borders of Israel.  He builds a glorious temple and witnesses a similar scene to the one we 

looked at today at the end of Exodus.  The glory cloud filled the temple.  Is this it?  But, 

again, no.  Solomon falters.  Upon his death the kingdom is torn in two.  Corruption and 

revival lock step and tumble together round and round over the landscape of the first 

millennium B.C.  Eventually the northern kingdom falls to the Assyrians.  Then the 

southern kingdom falls to the Babylonians.  The Temple is destroyed.  The people are 

thinned and exiled from their land for their idolatry.  A far cry from a great nation 

through which all the peoples of the earth are blessed.  So many great moments and leaps 

forward, yet still unfulfilled, still waiting… 

There is a return from exile and rebuilding of the Temple, but those who had seen 

the original wept at the sight of its foundation.  There’s the prophetic hope, but then the 

OT ends on another proleptic note followed by roughly 400 long, hard, silent years of 

vassal status, dispersion, short-lived revolts, and foreign occupation.  It’s an engaging 

story, a moving story, clearly going somewhere, with enough resolution to keep us from 

despair and giving up hope or interest, yet not quite pulled together.  In this sense the OT 

is the story of Exodus writ large.  So much has happened; glory has come, but we’re not 

in glory yet. 

 

The Significance of Christ 
 Now what happens with the coming of Christ?  We know something seismic 

occurs.  There is a sense that everything now comes to its climax, there is a culmination.  

The promises are fulfilled.  He is unlike any other figure before him.  He does not fail.  

He does not disappoint.  He perfectly sums up all the developing types and shadows of all 

the preceding eras in himself.  Let’s just think back over what we’ve seen in Exodus 

alone and how it was ultimately fulfilled in Jesus. 

 Jesus is the very special baby that dramatically escapes the rage of an evil king to 

grow up and identify with and save his people from bondage – the ultimate slavery to sin 

and Satan and death.  He is the one Mediator between God and Man, interceding on our 

behalf.  He is the Passover Lamb who dies in our place, the One who takes the plagues of 

God’s judgment on himself even though he is the only One who has ever kept all of 

God’s law.  He is the great I AM; the angel of the Lord who is God and is distinct from 

God at the same time; the forerunner of our salvation.  He is the Bread from Heaven that 

truly satisfies.  He is the Rock that was struck with the rod of God’s judgment so we 

could have the water of eternal life.  Jesus is the true Tabernacle; the Mercy Seat and the 

sacrifice of atonement; the Light of the world; the great High Priest who carries us on his 
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shoulders.  In his person the kingdom of God has arrived.  In his resurrection the New 

Creation has begun.  In his face the glory of God is beheld.  And that’s just Exodus! 

 Jesus is not just another step forward; he wraps everything before him up.  He is 

what it has all been lunging towards.  There is in the Bible magnificent resolution.  All 

our hopes and dreams are realized in Christ.  Salvation is achieved.  It is finished!  “For 

all the promises of God find their Yes in him” (2Cor. 1:20; ESV).  In fact, we read in 1 

Corinthians that those who are in Christ have his Spirit in them.  Christians are, 

individually and collectively, the temple of the Holy Spirit (cf. 1Cor. 3:16, 6:19).  The 

fiery cloud of God’s presence has come to reside… in us!  The image pointed to at the 

end of Exodus has been realized in us.  We have redemption and fellowship with God. 

 And yet… and yet – what do you know – the END comes in two stages!  It’s what 

biblical scholars call the already, and not yet.  The Spirit that comes to reside within us, 

the NT says, is a down-payment.  God has “given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing 

what is to come” (2Cor. 5:5).  There is still something yet to come.  The kingdom has 

been inaugurated, but we await its consummation.  Jesus has come and done what Adam 

and Israel were supposed to do but didn’t.  He has entered into his rest at the right hand of 

God and we who are joined to him are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms.  But 

that union is by faith, not by sight.  We are still existing among the present evil age, while 

at the same time having our life hidden with Christ in God as part of the age to come. 

 Jesus came and lived the perfect life we are required to live and gave the payment 

of death that we by right deserve to give.  He entered into a tomb and on the first day of 

the week came out again, in victory, having accomplished our salvation.  Roll the credits.  

Happily ever after.  Not so fast.  Then he ascended into heaven, leaving his people behind 

in this broken, decaying world with the promise that he would come again to finally wrap 

things up.  Are you beginning to get the picture? 

 Jesus was “‘crowned… with glory and honor and [God] put everything under his 

feet.’  In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him.  Yet at 

present we do not see everything subject to him” (Heb. 2:7-8).  SO much has happened.  

The kingdom has come for real.  The New Creation has begun in actuality.  The 

surpassing glory of God has been revealed, but we still wait for Christ to appear a second 

time and then all who belong to him will also appear with him in glory.  We’re not in 

glory yet. 

 

The Situation We Find Ourselves In 

 So what does all this mean?  If you’re not in Christ, I’m sure you’ve wondered, 

“What’s the point?”  Maybe you feel you’re living in a sad story.  Maybe you feel like 

you’re in the theater of the absurd.  Even if your life has touches of grace and themes of 

greatness I pray that the drama that Scripture stages – the great Myth become Fact – 

moves you to stop trying to write your own story with you as the hero and instead find 

yourself in the amazing story of redemption that God is writing where Christ is the hero. 

For those who are part of this community, we talk a lot about enjoying the present 

fruits of our salvation in Christ – “if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation” (2Cor. 

5:17), “there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ” (Rom. 8:1), “Christ in 

you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).  It’s still possible, though, that we could have an 

under-realized view of salvation – a failure to appreciate what we have now and so you 

can count on me continuing to harp on the glory that has come. 
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But I sense that what we need now as we put Exodus behind us is to end where it 

ends – with a reminder of the not-yet.  It’s very likely that we can have an over-realized 

view of salvation – a failure to come to grips with the fact that we’re not in glory yet.  

And so I want to caution us to remember: cross then glory.  This is how it was for Jesus; 

this is how it is for those who are in him.  Death then resurrection.  “For the joy set before 

him he endured the cross….  Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful 

men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart” (Heb. 12:2-3).  And consider 

carefully the words of Jesus to his disciples before he left this world – “In this world you 

will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world” (Jn. 16:33).  Can it be any 

clearer (and I could point to endless verses)?  In this world you will have trouble. 

What I’m talking about here is the difference between what Martin Luther called 

a ‘theology of the cross’ and a ‘theology of glory’.  20
th

 century Lutheran theologian 

Gerharde Forde called it ‘the glory story’.  ‘The glory story’ doesn’t really have any room 

for a cross, for a weak, beaten, bloodied man hanging on a tree in shame, for lingering 

tensions.  “We came from glory and we are bound for glory.  Of course, in between we 

seem somehow to have gotten derailed – whether by design or accident we don’t quite 

know – but that is only a temporary inconvenience to be fixed by proper religious effort.  

What we need is to get back on ‘the glory road,’” says Forde, describing this outlook.
3
  

This is our natural bent, the story that resonates most deeply to our sinful hearts.  You see 

it so many movies – the hard-luck man overcomes great adversity to capture the prize 

through grit and determination.  It’s the American narrative, right?  But the Bible tells the 

story of rescue, not assistance.  We don’t need the old Adam improved, we need that man 

to die and to be raised with the new Adam, Christ. 

Perhaps one of the reasons why Christ delays his return is to empty his church of 

this destructive fantasy, although it is still quite prevalent.  The way we as believers co-

opt ‘the glory story’ is to become obsessed with power, spiritual power of course.  We’re 

looking for the spiritual breakthrough that will take us to the next level, free us from our 

struggles and limitations.  We’re looking for the signs and wonders, chasing goosebumps.  

The 12-step program or seven keys that will fix our marriage and our finances; the 

spiritual principles that will make our kids happy and compliant.  We expect God to give 

us the key to unlock higher living here and now.  God doesn’t want you to suffer, be sick, 

struggle with sin…  Claim your rights as a child of God! 

In its gross manifestations it’s the health and wealth gospel that one finds on the 

higher numbered TV channels and unfortunately exported all over the world.  But it’s 

also in the let’s-bring-peace-on-earth mainline liberal churches and the smiley, superficial 

evangelical churches that have exchanged a vocabulary of sin, repentance, and atonement 

for therapeutic talk. 

What will happen if we persist in this is that we will psychologically trick 

ourselves and fabricate experiences until we become experience junkies or we will get 

very disillusioned with God when he seems to not be giving us the good life.  We are 

discontent with taking up our cross daily and following a crucified Savior.  We want to 

call down fire from heaven.  We want to enact the kingdom of God on earth.  We want to 

be healed.  We are not satisfied with the Scriptures and the faith of our fathers, but want 

something ever new and life-changing.  We can’t accept the tensions, the struggles, the 

unresolved problems that will only be solved when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 

heaven with his mighty angels. 
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This is not a mandate for apathy.  I’m not trying to discourage you and say that 

you should live in sullen resignation, not expecting anything or getting your hopes up.  I 

want you to get your hopes up… in Christ’s kingdom!  I want to burst your ‘glory story’ 

bubble so that you can enter into a better story.  I want you to change and grow, mature 

and develop… as you find your identity more and more in Christ.  There is progress in 

the Christian life.  We do press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 

us, but realizing that we never obtain all this until heaven.  And the very process involves 

the fellowship of sharing in Christ’s sufferings, becoming like him in his death, so 

somehow to attain to the resurrection from the dead (see Ph. 3:10ff).  The kingdom is 

here, but it’s in mustard seed form, not big tree form.  It looks weak and small.  It 

advances through the foolishness of preaching, not grand, triumphalistic schemes. 

Christ is on his throne reigning, but the clouds have not been pulled back yet for 

all to see.  We only see through the eyes of faith.  And “now we see but a poor reflection 

as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face” (1Cor. 13:12). 

 Let me summarize and conclude with three simple points: 

 

(1) Expect suffering.  Don’t expect ‘victorious Christian living’ and see hardships 

and set-backs as aberrations.  Expect hardships to be the norm and you’ll be thankful for 

any blessings.  These sufferings can be persecution (i.e. Said Musa), but they can also 

just be the hardship of life in a fallen world – depression, aching muscles, failing bodies, 

fading minds, flabby skin, discouragement, doubt, disappointment, failure, loneliness, 

betrayal, boredom, tragedy…  Don’t run around looking for escape from heartache; 

embrace it.  Don’t jump from place to place looking for that electric spiritual power.  

Don’t expect every thorn to be removed.  Learn to say with Paul that “when I am weak, 

then I am strong” (2Cor. 12:10). 

There is still pain in childbirth; we groan as we wait.  But always remember that 

“our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in 

us” (Rom. 8:18).  “Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory 

that far outweighs them all” (2Cor. 4:17).  Don’t spend your whole life trying to run away 

from pain.  Rejoice in your sufferings in as much as they cause you to run with 

perseverance into the arms of Christ and sacrificially love others with the love that’s been 

poured into your heart. 

(2) Don’t despise the day of small things (Zech. 4:10).  Expect that the truly 

amazing and lasting and cosmic and earth-shattering things in life won’t be immediately 

obvious as flashy and big and hyped up.  In fact, it may appear a bit boring, routine, weak 

and despised.  Like a tiny morsel of unleavened bread and teeny cup of cheap wine you 

hold in your hand and eat and drink every week.  Think about it…  Tiny acts of faith, not 

great feats of strength, move mountains.  Don’t miss the magnificence in the miniscule.  

Find the ordinary to be the spectacular.  Tune your heart to see the unseen in the 

unexpected. 

(3) Never move on from the gospel.  Gerharde Forde put it this way – we “must 

learn to say ‘I am a sinner’ and to never stop saying it until Christ’s return makes it no 

longer true.”
4
  Never think that the goal is to move on from being a sinner saved by grace.  

I’m convinced more and more that this is the substance of the Christian life.  It’s about 

learning to trust that I am righteous in Christ even when I see so much evidence of my 

wretched, continued, embedded unrighteousness.  The great struggle, challenge, effort, 
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striving, work of the Christian life is: to believe the gospel… when I fail… when I 

succeed.  The end-time verdict has already arrived.  It is finished.  As David VanDrunen 

puts it: “Because of the obedience of the last Adam, a human being has already attained 

the life of the world-to-come, and believers, united to Christ, already participate in its life 

and have a share in its rights and privileges, without any need to earn them by their own 

obedience.  They live in this world not in order to gain the world-to-come, for they have 

gained the world-to-come [already] by a free gift of grace and are now called to live 

godly lives as a consequence”
5
 …not a condition. 

In this life you will always be a sinner in need of a crucified Savior, not merely a 

miracle working mighty man you can summon for help in doing great things.  As we 

learn to wait we learn to be sinners whose only righteousness, holiness, and redemption 

comes from the Lord and to put our hope in him and him alone, not our progress, 

accomplishments, knowledge… 

That bold sinner and saint, Martin Luther, described it this way:  

 

[E]ven though we are now in faith… the heart is always ready to boast of 

itself before God and say: ‘After all, I have preached so long and lived so 

well and done so much, surely he will take this into account.’  We even 

want to haggle with God to make him regard our life…. 

 

But it cannot be done.  With men you may boast: I have done the best I 

could toward everyone, and if anything is lacking I will still try to make 

recompense.  But when you come before God, leave all that boasting at 

home and remember to appeal from justice to grace.  Let anybody try this 

and he will see and experience how exceedingly hard and bitter a thing it 

is for a man, who all his life has been mired in his work righteousness, to 

pull himself out of it and with all his heart rise up through faith in the one 

Mediator. 

 

I myself have now been preaching and cultivating it through reading and 

writing for almost twenty years and still I feel the old clinging dirt of 

wanting to deal so with God that I may contribute something, so that he 

will have to give me his grace in exchange for my holiness.  Still I cannot 

get it into my head that I should surrender myself completely to sheer 

grace; yet this is what I should and must do.
6
 

 

This is so hard.  Are you prepared to fight this arduous battle?  We must learn to keep 

living in this tension until Christ our righteousness appears. 

 

Conclusion 
 Revelation 21-22, the last chapters in the Bible, tell the story of the ending.  It is a 

good ending where everything is finally tied up.  It is a fully realized, consummated New 

Creation with Tabernacle/Temple like themes – “Now the dwelling of God is with men, 

and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 

and be their God” (Rev. 21:3) …fully and finally.  Where Exodus fails to deliver, 

Revelation does. 
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 And yet… and yet it may not be the end at all, like how C.S. Lewis writes the 

concluding words of The Last Battle – the final installment of his Chronicles of Narnia: 

 

And for us this is the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that 

they all lived happily ever after.  But for them it was only the beginning of 

the real story.  All their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia 

had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they were beginning 

Chapter One of the Great Story, which no one on earth has read: which 

goes on for ever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.
7
 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 

Benediction 
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though 

something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice that you participate in the 

sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. (1Pe. 4:12-

13) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, March 6, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel Baptist Church is to be a multiplying community 

that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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