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Text 
Then the LORD said: "I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I will do wonders never 

before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live among will see how awesome is the work 

that I, the LORD, will do for you. 
11

 Obey what I command you today. I will drive out before you the 

Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 
12

 Be careful not to make a treaty with 

those who live in the land where you are going, or they will be a snare among you. 
13

 Break down their 

altars, smash their sacred stones and cut down their Asherah poles. 
14

 Do not worship any other god, for 

the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. 
15

 "Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live 

in the land; for when they prostitute themselves to their gods and sacrifice to them, they will invite you and 

you will eat their sacrifices. 
16

 And when you choose some of their daughters as wives for your sons and 

those daughters prostitute themselves to their gods, they will lead your sons to do the same. 
17

 "Do not 

make cast idols. 
18

 "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread. For seven days eat bread made without 

yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in that month you came 

out of Egypt. 
19

 "The first offspring of every womb belongs to me, including all the firstborn males of your 

livestock, whether from herd or flock. 
20

 Redeem the firstborn donkey with a lamb, but if you do not redeem 

it, break its neck. Redeem all your firstborn sons. "No one is to appear before me empty-handed. 
21

 "Six 

days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall rest; even during the plowing season and harvest you 

must rest. 
22

 "Celebrate the Feast of Weeks with the firstfruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast of 

Ingathering at the turn of the year. 
23

 Three times a year all your men are to appear before the Sovereign 

LORD, the God of Israel. 
24

 I will drive out nations before you and enlarge your territory, and no one will 

covet your land when you go up three times each year to appear before the LORD your God. 
25

 "Do not 

offer the blood of a sacrifice to me along with anything containing yeast, and do not let any of the sacrifice 

from the Passover Feast remain until morning. 
26

 "Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to the house 

of the LORD your God. "Do not cook a young goat in its mother's milk." 
27

 Then the LORD said to Moses, 

"Write down these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and with 

Israel." 
28

 Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking 

water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant-- the Ten Commandments. 

 

Introduction 
 What I want for myself and for our church that we would be awash in God’s 

grace.  In a great little book called Counsel from the Cross: Connecting Broken People to 

the Love of Christ Elyse Fitzpatrick and Dennis Johnson articulate what happens when 

grace merely drizzles or runs dry.  They say, “When we fail to savor [God’s] astonishing 

mercy, he will morph into a satanic caricature in our minds, a Pharaoh, demanding that 

we make bricks without straw.”
1
  Isn’t that true?  Most non-participants already view 

Christianity as slavery.  But often times those who have been rescued from the true 
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menial servitude of Narcissistic hedonism confuse their concerned and involved Liberator 

with cold memories of old masters.  What I mean is, you struggle to find God attractive 

because you sense he’s annoyed with you for not putting out, especially since he’s put out 

so much for you.  So all the talk of God’s glory last week seems like an oppressive 

weight, not a character trait that draws you in.  He’s a distant friend. 

 Just to be clear: last week’s sermon was about how God is a person of infinite 

substance; he’s Someone you really do want to get to know, not Someone you really 

should get to know but you have to force yourself.  What I want to say today is that if 

God’s glory seems cumbersome to you it may be that your view of God’s grace is 

deficient.  “Oh great,” you say, “he’s going to tell me something else I’m doing wrong.”  

No, just listen… 

 We need to know God better.  We need to see his glory for what it really is.  So 

many misconceptions about God persist, even within the church.  There are 

misconceptions about God that view him as strictly punishing.  There are misconceptions 

about God that view him as loosely forgiving.  Neither one, let’s be honest, presents 

someone of what you might call appeal.  We’ve seen in Exodus, however, the intriguing 

assertion that the true God is both impeccably just and infinitely merciful and we see in 

the gospel the demonstration of this glorious complexity – Jesus died so we can live.  So 

we’ve tried to clarify that God’s grace is not a grandfatherly indulgence.  A God who 

went to such depths as the Cross should get our attention. 

 But I’m afraid we have other misconceptions of God’s grace that inhibit us from 

being truly interested in him in such a way that brings joy and freedom and genuine 

intimacy.  I think most of us, including myself, operate on an anemic understanding of 

God’s grace.  So stick with me as we unpack this text and put it within the context of the 

whole Bible and see if it doesn’t challenge your perception of how gracious God’s grace 

is.  And then let’s see if that doesn’t change the way we view his commands in light of 

his character. 

 In short, what we’re going to see today is just this: in Christ Jesus God’s grace 

abounds. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Covenant Renewal 

 Exodus starts off with the descendants of a guy named Abraham living as slaves 

in a country named Egypt.  A God named the Lord appears to a man named Moses from 

a burning bush and calls him to lead the people called Israelites to freedom in ch. 4.  The 

Ten Plagues culminate in ch. 12 with the Passover and the Israelites escaping hastily in 

the middle of the night.  Ch. 14 is the dramatic crossing of the Red Sea.  Then there are 

some dessert wanderings with manna from heaven and water from a rock until finally the 

Israelites arrive at Mt. Sinai in ch. 19.  Today we are in ch. 34 and we’re still at Sinai.  

This mountain plays a significant role in the Bible’s story. 

 At Sinai, God was entering into a different kind of covenant with his people.  He 

had made a one-sided, unconditional covenant with Abraham back in Genesis 15.  But 

this was a separate, additional, conditional covenant and with it is introduced a major 

sub-plot in the drama of redemption.  As a sub-plot it doesn’t provide the metanarrative, 

but like any sub-plot it serves to enhance the overarching story.  So in the pattern of 
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ancient suzerain treaties, the Lord delivered his people from Egypt and at Sinai gave 

them his stipulations.  The abstract is found in the Ten Commandments in ch. 20.  Further 

elaborations were delineated in the following chapters.  And in ch. 24 everything had 

been put down in writing and there was a ratification ceremony, a bloody scene to 

graphically depict the seriousness with which God judges disobedience.  “We will do 

everything the Lord has said; we will obey” (24:7) was the Israelites’ cry. 

 Chapters 25-31 outline God’s grand plan for the construction of an ornate 

Tabernacle, a place for him to dwell among his people.  But while the plan is being 

relayed, we read in ch. 32 that the Israelites broke faith with their God, their Redeemer, 

Deliverer, benevolent King.  They turned their backs on him and violated the agreement 

by worshipping a Golden Calf.  Construction of the Tabernacle was about ready to 

commence.  God had just written the Ten Commandments on two stone tablets to go 

inside the Tabernacle and then the people utterly shattered the Law by their brazen 

idolatry.  The covenant was broken. 

 What would God do?  How would he react?  We saw that he wasn’t happy.  He 

revealed his hatred of sin, his righteous wrath toward disobedience.  He threatened to 

decimate the nation right there.  But Moses stepped in and through a great work of 

mediation secured God’s forgiveness and a pledge from him that not only would the 

march to the Promised Land go on, but (amazingly) God would consent to still go with 

his people; the building of the Tabernacle would go on!  Amazing grace, right? 

 The way the text reads highlights this astounding forgiveness.  God could have 

executed them for treason and violation of a divine covenant, but instead he carries on 

just as if it had never happened.  We noted last week that Moses’ encounter with God on 

Mt. Sinai where his Name was revealed to him was kind of like a re-commissioning, 

reminiscent of their first introduction back in ch. 4.  Well what happens starting in ch. 34, 

v. 10 is that God re-covenants with his people, recapping the terms and conditions 

stipulated back in chs. 20-24.  It’s going to be as if chs. 32 and 33 didn’t even happen! 

 “Then the Lord said: ‘I am making a covenant with you’” (v. 10).  And what 

follows are a bunch of commandments that are essentially “recapitulating both the 

Decalogue and the Book of the Covenant [a sampling of chs. 20-24 as a way to say, ‘Let 

me give it to you again’].  It seems probable,” John Mackay says, “that the demands of 

the covenant that are reiterated here have been selected because they refer to offenses 

already committed by the Israelites in their apostasy.”
2
  So God is renewing the covenant 

he had made earlier and instead of repeating everything he is selectively restating 

representative pieces of the Law, highlighting areas that they have proven to be 

susceptible to. 

For example, v. 14 summarizes the first commandment which they broke – “Do 

not worship any other god;” v. 17 states in no uncertain terms what the second 

commandment means – “Do not make cast idols,” i.e. Golden Calves!  There’s an honest 

assessment throughout that they will be tempted to worship the gods of the nations 

around them and must be thoroughly careful to guard against it by obeying God’s 

commands to not get sucked in to their systems.  So it’s the Law, stressing the parts that 

they have proven to be their Achilles heel. 

Now look at vv. 27-28.  Moses spends another 40 days on top the mountain (just 

like the first time he went up to receive the tablets).  And during this time he receives a 

clean slate for the nation.  There’s some confusion over whether Moses wrote the words 
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this time or whether God did.  I’m not sure what to make of that, but the main point is 

that after their gross violation, God gives them the Law again.  It’s like God hits the reset 

button.  It’s like the Golden Calf didn’t happen.  There’s a fresh start, a second chance.  

Cool, huh?  God certainly is a God who forgives wickedness, rebellion, and sin. 

 

Covenant Fulfillment 

 Now, here’s the question: is this your complete paradigm for understanding God’s 

grace?  A God of second chances?  We’ve been seeing that there is always more to God 

than meets the eye.  Even through hints in Exodus we are able to see that he provides a 

mediator; and more than just mediation, but also atonement; and more than just 

substitutionary atonement, but a friendship; and more than just a friendship, but a 

glorious friendship.  And today we are to see that he provides more than just second 

chances.  In Christ Jesus God’s grace abounds. 

 And by that I don’t just mean third, fourth, fifth… infinite chances.  If you think 

that God’s grace means simply that if you mess up he will forgive you, wipe the slate 

clean, and let you start over, you have a woefully deficient view of God’s grace that I 

believe will hinder your relationship with God and hold you back from experiencing the 

thrill of basking in his glory. 

What do I mean?  Remember: this covenant at Sinai is a sub-plot.  God instituted 

the Sinai covenant in order to ultimately set-up Christ.  The Law was intentionally 

designed to show Israel that it could never obey, not so that they would keep falling and 

keep getting second and third and fourth chances, but so that they would put their faith in 

Jesus.  The Law, the Mosaic/Sinai Covenant, was put into effect “to lead us to Christ that 

we might be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24).  Justification by faith means to be declared 

righteous once and for all not on account of your performance, but Christ’s. 

You see: Jesus was the perfect Israelite, “born under the law, to redeem those who 

were under the law” (Gal. 4:4-5) and could never be justified by works of the law.  The 

best they could get in that system, was a second chance.  But through faith in Christ we 

get way more than a second chance.  We get credited to us the perfect record of the only 

perfect Israelite who never transgressed God’s law and always obeyed it.  Jesus didn’t 

just take the wrath of God that we deserve, he earned and gives us the righteousness of 

God that we don’t deserve.  John Murray explains it this way: 

 

The law of God has both penal sanctions and positive demands.  It 

demands not only the full discharge of its precepts but also the infliction 

of penalty for all infractions and shortcomings….  Christ as the vicar of 

his people came under the curse and condemnation due to sin and he also 

fulfilled the law of God in all its positive requirements.  In other words, he 

took care of the guilt of sin and perfectly fulfilled the demands of 

righteousness.  He perfectly met both the penal and the preceptive 

requirements of God’s law.
3
 

 

For those who disbelieve in themselves, who despair of ever being able to get it 

right no matter how many chances they are given and therefore believe in Jesus, they are 

united to him.  Henceforth it is as if they had perfectly kept God’s law from the moment 

of their conception to the minute of their death.  It’s not just as if their past failures are 
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erased and they are given another shot.  They have been declared righteous based upon 

the whole life lived of Jesus Christ.  “For… through the obedience of the one man the 

many will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:19). 

God’s ultimate intentions find their fulfillment in Christ.  Finally, in Jesus, he can 

say, “The world has now seen how awesome is the work that I, the Lord, have done for 

my people.”  Grace like this is a wonder never before done in any nation in all the world 

(cf. v. 10).  Romans 10:4 says, “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be 

righteousness for everyone who believes.”  If you believe instead of continually trying to 

achieve, there is righteousness imputed to you, Christ’s perfect righteousness, as you are 

in him, and so as God looks upon you he sees, I know it’s ludicrous, someone who has 

perfectly kept his law and he has the same affection for you, the same approval, the same 

delight that he has in his own eternal Son. 

Let’s be careful to read the parts of the Bible within the whole.  If we just read 

this, we may be tempted to think that God’s grace is merely a second chance… and 

perhaps a third… and a fourth…  But in the larger scheme of things what the Law really 

shows is that we can’t keep God’s demands, but there is One who can and has.  Jesus 

keeps the covenant for us.  His perfect obedience counts for us.  So then God’s grace is 

not just endless chances to do it.  It’s total acceptance as if we had done it – everything 

the law demands!  Now that’s amazing GRACE! 

 So which mountain are you living your life in the shadow of?  Mt. Sinai says, 

“You must do.”  Mt. Calvary says, “Because you couldn’t, Jesus did.”
4
  Think with me a 

bit…  If grace just means a second chance at obedience, do you think that might have the 

ability to get a little old?  Does that level of grace really breed an intimate relationship 

with God where you love him, find him glorious, desire to live with and for him?  I mean 

if you find yourself in your relationship with him coming to him frequently defeated 

because you succumbed to sin again, begging for a second chance, accepting a pardon, 

and then going off trying to do better will that eventuate in a relationship of joy and 

closeness?  I don’t think so.  There will be distance, fear, guilt, independence, and 

exhaustion.  Eventually it just gets wearisome.  You’ll be glum in spite of God’s grace. 

Similarly, what if you find yourself glad for the safety net of forgiveness, but not 

needing it that much because you feel you’re doing pretty good at meeting God’s 

expectations?  When you trip up, you have it there, but you don’t need him that often.  I 

ask, “Is that a relationship of dependence and delight?”  Again, no; it’s shallow and 

surfacy.  Eventually God and his grace gets to be a light thing.  You’ll be glib about 

God’s grace. 

 But what if you let the law show you your total and complete failure – when have 

you ever loved God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength and loved your neighbor 

as yourself?  And then let that drive you to Christ, knowing that when the law tells you 

that you’re a sinner it is really doing you a favor, it’s giving you hope because Christ died 

for sinners (Rom. 5:8).  But what’s more: Christ lived for sinners!  He obeyed the law on 

my behalf.  He earned a perfect record of righteousness and now by grace that record is 

mine.  I wake up every morning completely in the smile of God and go to bed every night 

loved no less and loved no more depending on what happened during that day because it 

would be impossible to be loved more.  What if we really lived in that grace? 

 If you’re a Christian, that’s true of us, yet so many times we are either glum about 

God’s grace or glib.  We live often with a deficient view grace.  And I’m not here to tell 
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you that you have a second chance to get it right.  I’m here to tell you that because of 

simple faith in Christ, you are right.  Because of this I want us to grow in being neither 

glum, nor glib but truly glad about God’s glorious grace. 

What are some indications that you’re someone who’s glum about grace?  Well, 

do you vacillate between periods of relentless striving after holiness and then crash with 

periods of apathy and indulgence that repeat themselves?  Do you find yourself 

comparing yourself to others all the time, evaluating and rating their level of happiness, 

resentful of those who seem to be at ease, especially if they don’t seem to take God and 

sin as serious as you do?  Does any criticism or perceived criticism devastate you?  Do 

you get self-absorbed often, trying to save yourself by feeling bad enough about yourself?  

Can you relate to this letter from John Newton, who wrote the hymn Amazing Grace, to 

someone glum about grace: 

 

You say you feel overwhelmed with guilt and a sense of unworthiness.  

Well, you cannot be too aware of the inward and inbred evils you 

complain of, but you may be (indeed you are) improperly controlled and 

affected by them. 

 

You say it is hard to understand how a holy God could accept such an 

awful person as yourself. 

 

You, then, not only express a low opinion of yourself (which is right!) but 

also too low an opinion of the person, work, and promises of the 

Redeemer, which is wrong…
5
 

 

If you are glum about grace you don’t have too low of view of yourself, but too 

low a view of Jesus and what he has secured for you in his life, death, resurrection, and 

ascension. 

 What are some indications that you are someone who is glib about grace?  Well, 

do you think you’re doing so well at keeping God’s law that you readily add 

commandments on top of God’s and then feel even better for keeping those (i.e. don’t 

watch R-rated movies or smoke or…)?  “When you are facing a difficult trial, do you get 

mad at God or think that he isn’t holding up his side of the bargain?  Do you rehearse all 

the good things you have done for him or all the temptations you have resisted?”
6
  Do 

you often find that other people irritate or frustrate you?  Why can’t they get it, like I do?  

Do you find that you have few close friends who tell you that you’re wrong; you push 

that openness away with defensiveness?  You might be glib about grace. 

 If you find yourself glum or glib about grace, it may be that you are viewing grace 

merely as a second chance.  You’re still essentially living under the law and functionally 

failing to believe that you are accepted by God just as if you have always and only kept 

his commands. 

 

Cast your deadly ‘doing’ down – 

Down at Jesus’ feet; 

Stand in Him, in Him alone, 

Gloriously complete, 
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‘It is finished!’ yes, indeed, 

Finished, ev’ry jot; 

Sinner, this is all you need, 

Tell me, is it not?
7
 

 

Covenant Keeping 

 Now there’s another way to determine that you are neither glum or glib about 

God’s grace, but truly glad and it’s this: ask yourself, “Do I laugh at the idea of using 

God’s law to justify myself and yet do I still love it?”  That is do you have a proper 

motivation for keeping God’s law? 

Here’s another self-assessment to gauge your heart.  Turn to Ephesians 5:1.  Or 

you can just listen.  Ready?  Tell me the first thing that pops into your mind, the first 

thing you notice, what shouts out to you from this passage.  Don’t think about it too long 

or hard.  It says, “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children.”  Close your 

eyes and replay the verse in your mind.  Now what are you thinking?  Are you thinking, 

“Imitate God?!  How could I possibly do that?”  Or are you thinking, “What is God like 

and how could I be even better at imitating him?”  Are you drawn first to the demand – 

“Imitate God!” – or are you hearing the declaration – “As dearly loved children?”  How 

do we miss that?  Yet we often do.  The indicatives of grace become white noise to us 

and all we see are the imperatives.  If you are glum or glib about grace you probably skip 

right over statements like “as dearly loved children” because it doesn’t really amaze you.  

All you’re concerned about is how well you’re doing or how you can do better at 

imitating God.
8
 

 Now there are those who object, “But what about the commands?  We’re still 

supposed to obey, right?”  The charge of antinomianism (which is not being against 

gnomes; anti = against, nomos = law), is often leveled at those who are glad about grace.
9
  

But if you think that grace is something that you have to balance with law, you have a 

deficient view of God’s grace, because the grace of God that abounds in Christ Jesus 

is supposed to be the motivation for grateful obedience.  The answer to lawless living is 

more grace, not less grace or tempered grace.  When you fully get that God’s grace 

means that all your sins (past, present, and future) was laid on Christ definitively and all 

Christ’s righteousness (moral, civil, and ceremonial) was laid on you irrevocably that is 

what makes you want to keep God’s law.  If you are glad about grace you can’t be 

unconcerned about God’s revealed will. 

 The law is a great comfort because (a) it drives us away from ourselves to Christ, 

and (b) it then guides us in our relationship with our gracious God.  So we can look back 

at sections like the one in Ex. 34:10-28 and see that there is much here to help us in our 

walk with God.  It’s no longer hanging over us unfulfilled.  Christ has accomplished it all 

for us.  Now it comes alongside us and aides us in growing in grace. 

 First off, notice here the intense relational angle that’s taken with these 

commands.  In v. 14 the reason given for not worshipping other gods is that God is a 

Jealous God.  This is a good jealousy.  It’s the jealousy that a husband should have for his 

bride, that doesn’t want to share her with another because he loves her.  And you’ll notice 

these verses take the relational friendship talk to the next level of lover/marriage 

language.  Making treaties with other nations and getting ensnared by their idolatries is 

likened to ‘prostituting’.  That’s vivid relational picture.  God wants our hearts.  That’s 



8 

why he went to such lengths to win us by sending his Son.  Now if we are united to him 

we want to grow in our relationship to our Jealous Lover, not prostitute ourselves to gods 

that will only use and abuse us. 

 Verses 12-17 give a sample of negative commandments: don’t do this, don’t do 

this…  We must avoid certain behaviors that will only serve to deaden us to God’s glory 

and allure us away from intimacy with him.  Verses 18-26 give positive commandments: 

do this, do this…  There are certain practices and habits we are to do that will serve to 

heighten our awareness of God’s glory and deepen our intimacy with him. 

I think I’ve commented in depth on all of these prohibitions and commands when 

we saw them earlier.  Let me just highlight one application of each.  First, if you’re a 

believer, God says don’t marry a non-believer (cf. 1Cor. 7:39).  Not because God is a 

kill-joy, but because he loves you and wants your joy… 

As far as the positive commandments in the second half, let me just say that for 

the most part their New Testament application is to be faithful in weekly church 

attendance.  How do you view weekly church attendance?  A dreadful duty?  Something 

that you’re doing pretty good at and feel better than those who struggle?  Do you want to 

keep yourself in God’s love (Jude 21)?  Set-aside the Lord’s day for rest and gathering 

with God’s people.  Even if you have homework or are tired.  Did you notice that the 

Israelites had the same excuses and God said that they should rest “even during the 

plowing season and harvest” (v. 21).  And he would protect their homes while they left to 

go to the feasts – “no one will covet your land when you go up three times each year” (v. 

24).  Trust that other things will take care of themselves and come, even if you feel you 

can’t.  It will be worth it. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 The culmination of Jesus’ life of obedience was death on a cross.  It is the 

ultimate display of God’s love.  We need to be nourished by this week in and week out 

because as someone has said, “My soul is a sieve and the gospel leaks out of it, leaving 

only the husk of Christianity – my self-righteousness and obligations.”
10

  When we are 

far from the Word and Sacraments and Christian community God usually begins to seem 

far from us.  We forget that in Christ Jesus God’s grace abounds.  “Rest, rejoice, 

imbibe, and delight in his love for you now.”
11

 

 

Benediction 
“May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ” (2 

Thess. 3:5; ESV). 
 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 6, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel Baptist Church is to be a multiplying community 

that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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