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Text 
Moses said to the LORD, "You have been telling me, 'Lead these people,' but you have not let me know 

whom you will send with me. You have said, 'I know you by name and you have found favor with me.' 
13 

If 

you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. 

Remember that this nation is your people." 
14 

The LORD replied, "My Presence will go with you, and I will 

give you rest." 
15 

Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from 

here. 
16 

How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? 

What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?" 
17 

And 

the LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I 

know you by name." 
18 

Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory." 
19 

And the LORD said, "I will cause 

all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will 

have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 
20 

But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live." 
21 

Then the LORD said, "There is a 

place near me where you may stand on a rock. 
22 

When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the 

rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 
23 

Then I will remove my hand and you will see my 

back; but my face must not be seen." 

34:1 The LORD said to Moses, "Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones, and I will write on them the 

words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. 
2 
Be ready in the morning, and then come up on 

Mount Sinai. Present yourself to me there on top of the mountain. 
3 
No one is to come with you or be seen 

anywhere on the mountain; not even the flocks and herds may graze in front of the mountain." 
4 
So Moses 

chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the 

LORD had commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands. 
5 
Then the LORD came 

down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 
6 
And he passed in front 

of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 

abounding in love and faithfulness, 
7 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion 

and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin 

of the fathers to the third and fourth generation." 
8 
Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 

9 
"O 

Lord, if I have found favor in your eyes," he said, "then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-

necked people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance." 

 

Introduction 
 Three weeks ago we witnessed the Golden Calf episode.  The Israelites, who God 

had miraculously redeemed from Egypt, cheated on him while he was giving Moses the 

stone tablets and instructions for the Tabernacle.  “How could they possibly do that?” you 

say.  “After all that God had done for them!”  Well, if you really have such incredulity 

that means you’re either probably not a Christian or you just became one really recently 

because if you are a genuine Christian you know painfully well, as John Calvin famously 
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said, that the human heart is a perpetual idol factory.  Oh how quickly we forget God’s 

great grace and run after other gods! 

Has anyone here ever tried to work with pure bleach?  Ever tried to clean the 

shower with it and think, “I don’t need to change out of my good shirt; I’ll be careful.”  

And then what do you know but your nice shirt mysteriously has splotches all over it and 

you vow to yourself, “I’ll never do that again.  Self: now you know that you can’t be 

careful enough.”  But then a couple months later you’re pouring bleach into the washing 

machine and think you’re being super careful, but then later you look down and your 

pants have little dribbles on them.  “How did those get there?!”  We are so foolish, so 

self-deceiving, so forgetful.  If you’re honest about the state of your heart you know 

you’re a mess, just like the Israelites were. 

But in that episode we also saw the prospect of a mediator, someone that could 

step in between a duly offended God and an idolatrous people.  Moses interceded for the 

Israelites, appealing to God’s character, promises, and glory.  And the Lord relented from 

his rightful wrath.  It was a preview of Christ to come, the one true Mediator between 

God and man (1Tim. 2:5).  The only gateway to true worship of the true God is by letting 

Jesus be your Mediator. 

In the next section we saw that in order for the mediation to count for you, you 

have to repent.  Repentance is faith put the other way around – in turning to Christ you 

turn from sin.  And in that passage there were also intimations that mere mediation is not 

enough; there really has to be atonement; and Jesus is the only one who could really ever 

be a sufficient substitute.  But for those who turn from sin to him there is full atonement.  

He was cut off so that we might be brought in.  That is amazing to ponder. 

Yet in 33:1-11 we saw last week that there’s something even more.  Having 

God’s wrath diverted, having full atonement, being guaranteed a future, being the 

recipients of all of God’s blessings minus God is pointless.  “For Christ died for sins once 

for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God” (1Pet. 3:18).  In last 

week’s passage God says he will give the Israelites their own land, as he promised, to 

settle and flourish in, but he won’t go with them.  Now if you think about it, this 

represents most Americans’ dreams! – a god to grant all your wishes but not get too 

close.  But the Israelites say, “No way!  If you don’t go, we won’t go.”  The resolution of 

that stand-off awaits today’s text, but inserted in the narrative is a snippet about Moses’ 

intimacy with God.  “The Lord would speak with Moses face to face, as a man speaks 

with his friend” (v. 11).  Friendship with God is the goal (intimacy, relationship, 

enjoyment).  You say, “But I thought God’s glory is the goal?”  Aha!  But how is God 

glorified?  By being enjoyed!  We’ll look more today at the concept of God’s glory; let 

me just say up front: it’s a relational quality. 

So last week we saw that Moses would pitch a make-shift tent outside the camp 

during those days of stalemate following his decent from Mt. Sinai after he got assurance 

that God wouldn’t destroy the people but while God was holding out on the Tabernacle.  

This tent was a stripped-down, scaled-down, stand-in for the Tabernacle.  It was a place 

where Moses would go to meet with God.  And it provided us with a picture of what is 

available to human beings – experiential knowledge of God. 

Well v. 12, where we start off today, picks up on one such conversation that 

Moses had with God in that tent of meeting.  In that conversation and the encounter that 

follows we get some more details and insights into what a friendship with God entails.  
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We have not just a Mediator, but a Substitute.  And not just a Substitute, but a Friend.  

And today we see that God’s not just a Friend, but a glorious Friend.  God is a person and 

today we find out more about just what kind of person God is.  As we go through it, in 

short what we’re going to see is just this: God is a person of infinite substance. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Purpose 
 Let’s walk through this dialogue between Moses and the Lord, eavesdropping on 

their friendship and making observations as to who God is and thus what a friendship 

with him involves.  First off we glean that God is an ambitious God and thus friends of 

God likewise have purpose.  We who know him have something to do, somewhere to go.  

It’s not dull.  “Moses said to the Lord, ‘You have been telling me, “Lead these people”’” 

(v. 12a).  In these words we are reminded of the overall plot of the book.  God had been 

doing something big and doing it with Moses – the evacuation of a burgeoning nation 

from the superpower of the day, something which is really just part of his even larger 

plan of redemption.  Reflecting on this, our small cocoon of concerns is ripped open; 

we’re reminded that God is a God on a grand mission… and he calls his people in on it.  

God in grace takes the initiative (which is what keeps us from turning Good News into a 

grueling agenda), but as recipients of this action done for us we find inspiration and 

power to attempt great things for God.  So first off, friendship with God is a wild ride. 

 Let’s be brutally honest: if there is no God, as historian Carl Becker has said, our 

lives must be viewed as “little more than a chance deposit on the surface of the world, 

carelessly thrown up between two ice ages by the same forces that rust iron and ripen 

corn.”
1
  But when you know the One who made you, there is purpose. 

Sometimes we forget that and lose that thrill and feel aimless and get shifty.  But 

God has called you to do something.  And don’t get all weird about that.  What gifts, 

talents, training, opportunities has he given you?  What position(s) has he opened up for 

you to utilize them in?  That is your calling.  Throw yourself into those for the glory of 

God and the good of others.  Embrace the challenges; that’s part of the adventure God 

has called you in on.  And what’s more, if he’s called you to be a part of this church do 

you know he’s called you not just to dutifully sit through a service every Sunday but to a 

grand mission of enjoying and proclaiming the Good News of Christ in the great city of 

Chicago.  Are you realizing that?  Are you thinking that way?  If so, it shouldn’t be 

boring. 

 

Honesty 
 Difficult?  Yes.  But next we see that friends of God also have the permission to 

be honest.  And – what does this tell us about God – God is big enough to handle that.  

Moses said: “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me 

know whom you will send with me” (v. 12b).  Moses didn’t like the idea of leading the 

people to the Promised Land with just an angel he didn’t know much about.  So he told 

God about it. 

Listen: with God you don’t have to stuff your frustrations or questions.  Don’t 

worry, God can take it.  We’re going to see throughout this interchange a tone of 

boldness and openness.  It assures us that to believe in God is not to silently drink the 
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Kool Aide.  God doesn’t expect it.  He’s not afraid of being stumped.  He’s not so 

instable as to be unable to handle push back.  It’s a real relationship.  He welcomes that. 

 

Affirmation 
 So God is not a boring God.  God is not incapable of dealing with questions.  We 

also see that God is not emotionally retarded.  He is free with expressing his affection and 

acceptance and thus friends of God have plenty of affirmation.  God’s not afraid to say, “I 

love you.”  In fact, his friends hear it often.  Moses said, “You have said, ‘I know you by 

name and you have found favor with me” (v. 12c).  We don’t have these words recorded 

anywhere, but presumably this was something that God had been telling Moses.  And 

later in v. 17b the Lord will say to Moses again, “I am pleased with you and I know you 

by name.” 

 Now how many of you long to be affirmed, to know that someone knows you and 

loves you, is well pleased with you… and not just anybody but Somebody, Somebody 

who counts?  Well for those in Christ, they hear it over and over again.  Friends of God 

know that they’re accepted.  When they forget, they’re told again.  There’s bedrock 

security there.  Moses’ acceptance wasn’t contingent upon him leading the people to the 

Promised Land; it was what gave him the motivation to do it.  Do you see?  And so, 

friends, God is not sparse with his affection.  He’s not awkward with ‘I love you’s.  His 

personality is not shallow, but deeply giving. 

 

Fascination 

Moses knew that and it egged him on to pursue God more.  It made him more 

intrigued with God, not less.  When someone whom you highly respect approves of you it 

draws you more to that person.  And when that happens it’s a testimony to the fascinating 

nature of that person.  That’s why here we see that Moses is not just content to have 

received the Lord’s favor and then move on and move out.  He wants more.  “If you are 

pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with 

you” (v. 13a).  Moses wanted to continue to have God’s presence with him as he left Mt. 

Sinai, to continue to be able to have these chats.  He wasn’t done with God. 

In different phases of my life I have been infatuated with different personalities – 

I watch all her movies, I read all his books.  But eventually they all run out of mystery or 

I get tired of them and so I move on to the next phase.  Do you know what I mean?  

You’ve in some ways exhausted everything this person has to offer, learned from their 

unique contribution and been the wiser to disengage and learn from someone else for 

awhile.  But that never happens with God!  He never grows old or stale.  He continues to 

teach us new things.  His favor never ceases to amaze.  We’ll talk more about this 

concept in a bit. 

 

De-Centering 
 Now because friendship with God brings purpose, honesty, affirmation, and 

endless fascination knowing him also brings with it a profound power to de-center, that is 

to take one’s self out of the center of one’s universe so that one can legitimately look out 

for others.  Several philosophers have argued that captivating encounters with extrinsic 

beauty do this to us, like Iris Murdoch telling of “once having been absorbed in anxiety 

and self-pity, but then she looked out a window to see a bird riding the thermals…. [and 
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suddenly] the new vision of beauty occupied ‘all the space formerly in the service of 

protecting, guarding, advancing the self’ (or its prestige).  In the presence of beauty you 

cease to be the hero in your own story.  It is no longer all about you.”
2
  This is what true 

beauty enjoyed for beauty’s sake does, as opposed to listening to Wagner because it 

makes you feel superior.  But being captivated by something or someone else has the 

power to de-center.  And who is more disarmingly beautiful than the Lord?  No one. 

 All this to explain why we see in Moses here an unusual concern for others that 

comes from his relationship with God.  Here in his talk with God he says, “Remember 

that this nation is your people” (v. 13b).  In all of this, he’s worried about their plight, not 

just his own.  It’s those great friendships that actually make you a better person.  Well 

God’s friendship with Moses has shored him up to stop seeking self-preservation. 

“The Lord replied, ‘My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest’” (v. 

14).  The ‘you’ there is singular.  God hasn’t pledged to go with the people, yet.  He’s 

just said, “Okay.  You and I can continue to have these tent talks on the way.”  But Moses 

says NO.  “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here” (v. 15).  

Do you see how a relationship with such a massive God had displaced Moses’ selfishness 

and made him know that there was more than enough left over for more people have, and 

that’s what he wanted? 

 “How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless 

you go with us?  What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people 

on the face of the earth?”  Notice that going hand in hand with a concern for others is also 

a concern for God’s reputation supremely.  Moses wants God’s magnificent grace to be 

seen, to be put on display among all the peoples of the earth, he doesn’t want to just 

hoard blessings for himself.  “And the Lord said to Moses, ‘I will do the very thing you 

have asked,’” (v. 17a) because, of course, God is about his own glory, not in an 

egotistical way, but because he simply is uniquely glorious. 

 

Glory 
 So now God has agreed to go with the people.  But let’s look more closely at what 

glory means.  Verse 18 – “Then Moses said, ‘Now show me your glory.’”  It’s not a 

demand, but a respectful request, a desperate request.  Moses has already seen God’s 

glory before, right?  Remember: he and the elders had that vision of his feet on sapphire 

pavement back in ch. 24.  There are other places that could be pointed to where Moses 

encountered the glory of God.  But he wants it again, because he loves God, and because 

he knows there’s always more, always more! 

 God is not just a friend.  He’s not just a chum or pal, let’s be clear.  He’s glorious.  

And the Hebrew word for glory means ‘heavy’ or ‘weighty’.  That’s why I say God is a 

person of infinite substance.  He’s not flimsy or facile.  But as David Wells laments: 

 

It is one of the defining marks of Our Time that God is now weightless.  I 

do not mean by this that he is ethereal but rather that he has become 

unimportant.  He rests upon the world so inconsequentially as not to be 

noticeable.  He has lost his saliency for human life.  Those who assure the 

pollsters of their belief in God’s existence may nonetheless consider him 

less interesting than television, his commands less authoritative than their 

appetites for affluence and influence, his judgment no more awe-inspiring 
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than the evening news, and his truth less compelling than the advertisers’ 

sweet fog of flattery and lies.  That is weightlessness.  It is a condition we 

have assigned him after having nudged him out to the periphery of our 

secularized life.
3
 

 

But of course God is not actually weightless, it’s just that we don’t see him, we 

have no perception of him.  We don’t look to him.  Have you ever expressed interest to 

God in God, not just in what you’ve heard he can give you, but in who he is?  Have you 

ever asked God to show you his glory?  If you’ve seen glimpses, are you asking for 

more?  He is not inconsequential.  He is heavy; he is weighty; he is dense; he is REAL; 

he is in the end unavoidable, but his mass is not an oppressive weight, an obstacle.  He is 

endlessly interesting, a person of infinite substance that you definitely want to get to 

know. 

Have you ever felt like someone was just trying to be your friend for what they 

could get out of it?  We do this to God all the time.  Most people want goodies – health, 

wealth, a happy family, etc…  Some people’s motives may seem more on track: they 

want religious experiences where God blows their minds and gives them peace, like a 

Jesus-induced acid trip.  But if you think about that, this is still just using God for your 

own ends.  When we’re talking here about the impression of God’s glory upon the senses 

it is an experiential matter, but its not that we’re seeking an experience.  Don’t seek the 

experience; seek God!  Encountering him in his glory will be experiential, but (a) it’s not 

something trans-rational that operates on you apart from your conscious cognition, (b) it 

will never be all there is, as if there’s this elusive magic cure-all experience that if you 

could just get you’d be set; and (c) the profound encounter will rarely come at once, 

immediately. 

 

Substance 

In answer to Moses’ request the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass 

in front of you” (v. 19a).  God’s glory is his goodness.  He is a good God.  “And I will 

proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence.”  In this friendship, God knows Moses by 

name and reveals to Moses his Name, his being, his person, his character.  Yahweh.  It 

means, ‘I AM’.  He is the self-existent being, the One who was and is and is to come, 

eternally present.  When Moses first encountered God personally, it was in these same 

parts 40 years ago at the Burning Bush and it was through a revelation of God’s same 

Name – Yahweh, ‘I AM’.  So this is a kind of re-commissioning.  God is appearing to 

Moses again and re-sending him to lead his people to the Promised Land.  And in doing 

so he’s re-announcing to him his Name that never grows old. 

It’s interesting, as Brevard Childs notes: “The revelation of God is in terms of his 

attributes rather than his appearance.”
4
  There’s anthropomorphic language all throughout 

this.  God talks about his ‘Face’ and will, as one of my professors used to say, ‘moon’ 

Moses in just a bit.  But God’s glory is not a physical apparition; it’s an apprehension of 

his personal character.  He is good.  He is merciful.  He is compassionate.  So knowing 

God is not like some mystic meditation where we disengage our consciousness and plug 

in to pure Spirit.  It’s not something silly like that.  There’s substance to it.  Content.  It’s 

being hit with the pleasant force of unchanging truths about God’s character.  Perception 

of his ineffable glory comes via reception of discernable propositions. 
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God is a self-disclosing God.  And therefore when he says, “I will have mercy on 

whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion,” 

his is again attesting to his personhood.  He is not a gumball machine, he is not a genie, 

he is a person, a glorious person who is self-existing and cannot be manipulated or put 

under compulsion.  He acts in accordance with his own will as determined by his own 

character, which is merciful and compassionate.  But if we’re going to know him it’s not 

going to be because we have somehow rigged a way to tap into his nebulous power, but 

because he has chosen to reveal himself to us. 

 

Infinitude 
 What do we make then of the statement from God that Moses “cannot see my 

face, for no one may see me and live.”  Didn’t we just see last week that “the Lord would 

speak to Moses face to face” (v. 11)?  Earlier when it refers to the Lord’s Presence, that’s 

the same word for face.  Here’s what it means: we can never grasp all of God, for if we 

could grasp it we would be larger than him and no one, no thing is bigger/more glorious 

than God.  He is an inexhaustible being.  To be exposed to the infinite immensity of God 

all at once would crush any human.  As Augustine has said, “No one living in this life can 

see him as fully as he is.”
5
  I would add, “nor even in the next life, although that vision 

will be infinitely more than our current capabilities.”  We will never run out of more of 

God to explore for all eternity.  The way this is illustrated is to speak of God as having 

different parts of varying degrees of exposure.  To converse with someone while staring 

into his eyes is slightly different than to just look at his ankles. 

 “Then the Lord said, ‘There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock.  

When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my 

hand until I have passed by.  Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but 

my face must not be seen’” (vv. 21-23).  What this means is that this encounter will just 

be a glimpse of his ‘back’ not a full frontal view of his ‘face’. 

Moses doesn’t just get his mind blown; he gets words.  And he doesn’t get mind-

blowing words that solve all the mysteries of the universe once and for all, he gets just a 

snippet, for the depths of God can never be fully plumbed.  And he doesn’t just say, 

“God, speak to me and blow my mind.”  BOOM.  “Cool!  Do it again!”  WHOOSH!  

“Again!”  KABLOOEY.  “Whoa!” 

 

Non-Immediate 
 There’s a delay.  God says, “Okay, I will disclose more of myself to you.  I will 

give you a deeper understanding and inner relish of who I am, my Name… tomorrow.”  

When God was saying what he was going to do in vv. 19-23 he was speaking of 

something in the future.  Then he gives Moses things to do to prepare, a place to go, a 

protocol to follow.  But we want the immediate.  We want God to be at our beck and call.  

We often expect an instant breakthrough with God.  “I’ve felt it before.  Why can’t I get 

it again?”  And God says, “You shouldn’t just want what you had before, there’s more.  

And be patient.  Wait for me.  Seek me where I may be found.  Keep reading Scripture, 

keep praying, keep meeting together with the church, keep practicing these ordinary 

means of grace even when you don’t necessarily feel anything and in them, and in my 

timing, I will show you more of me.”  If you’re not getting warm fuzzies all the time, 

that’s normal and that’s good.  Because if you did you’d be weird and you’d probably 
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quickly confuse the fuzzies for God and worship the feelings instead pursuing the Friend 

through thick and thin. 

 “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones, and I 

will write on them the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke” (v. 1).  

We’ll look more next week at the grace inherent in this gesture.  “Be ready in the 

morning [amazing things happen in the morning; don’t sleep it away!], and then come up 

on Mount Sinai.  Present yourself to me there on top of the mountain.  No one is to come 

with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain; not even the flocks and herds may graze 

in front of the mountain’” (vv. 2-3).  These are the same instructions as the first time.  

“So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount Sinai 

early in the morning, as the Lord had commanded him [he’s submitting to God’s way]; 

and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands” (v. 4). 

 

Complexity 

 “Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed 

his name, the Lord.  And he passed in front of Moses” (v. 5-6a).  This is just as he said it 

would happen.  Moses is safely tucked away in a rock, and God is passing by, 

proclaiming his Name.  “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow 

to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and 

forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin” (vv. 6b-7a).  Wow!  What a great cascade of 

descriptors to illuminate God’s character!  We could spend a lot more time ruminating on 

each one.  God has compassion for people.  He’s marked by grace.  He is not impulsive 

and hot-tempered.  He is bountiful in love.  He is steadfast in his love, not temperamental.  

He is ready to forgive, not morbidly delighted in holding a grudge.  He is a good God.  

God is love. 

 But let’s also be sure to read on: “Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he 

punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 

generation” (v. 7b).  We like to speak of God’s love, but I’m afraid we cheapen it when 

don’t also acknowledge his justice.  C.S. Lewis said, “Mercy, detached from Justice, 

grows unmerciful.  That is the important paradox.  As there are plants which will flourish 

only in mountain soil, so it appears that Mercy will flower only when it grows in the 

crannies of the rock of Justice.”
6
  God is not one dimensional, simplistic.  He is love, but 

he is also justice and this depth and complexity of character actually makes him more 

appealing, more interesting.  Only when we take him seriously, can we be dumbfounded 

by his love and not just filled with trite bromides. 

 

The Person of Christ 

 I hope you see how in the person of Jesus Christ all of these excellencies and 

more were made manifest – Jesus was on a mission, he was open to dialogue, he was full 

of life giving words, kept people riveted and on their toes, inspired acts of altruistic 

heroism.  He was inescapable, he taught truth not just techniques, he progressively 

unveiled himself and worked on his own timetable, but particularly when it comes to the 

reconciliation of  grace and justice Jesus embodied both undiminished, for on the cross 

we see demonstrated simultaneously compassion, grace, forbearance, love, faithfulness, 

and forgiveness AND a determination not to let the guilty go unpunished.  I read it put 

this way: 



9 

 

The holy sovereign Lord whose authority we have defied and whose glory 

we have deflected to unworthy rivals was willing to endure the judgment 

that his own impeccable justice pronounced upon us.  The cross declares 

that we are loved with an intensity that defies our capacity to comprehend, 

not because we are intrinsically lovable but because God is intrinsically 

love.
7
 

 

Don’t listen to any descriptions of God that ignore or minimize the uniqueness of 

Christ.  They will inevitably fail to enthrall.  In Jesus “we have seen his glory, the glory 

of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14).  May 

you see “the glory of God in the face of Christ” (2Cor. 4:6).  Keep peering into the 

gospel.  Encounters like Moses’ still happen.  One person who relates them well is 

Jonathan Edwards, the man often charged with giving us a sour picture of a purely 

wrathful God.  Nothing could be farther from the truth.  Read his “Personal Narrative” 

for yourself.  If you can’t, here’s just a snippet: 

 

Once, as I rid out into the woods for my health, anno 1737; and having lit 

from my horse in a retired place, as my manner commonly has been, to 

walk for divine contemplation and prayer; I had a view, that for me was 

extraordinary, of the glory of the Son of God; as mediator between God 

and man; and his wonderful, great, full, pure and sweet grace and love, 

and meek and gentle condescension.  This grace, that appeared to me so 

calm and sweet, appeared great above the heavens.  The person of Christ 

appeared ineffably excellent, with an excellency great enough to swallow 

up all thought and conception.
8
 

 

Worship 
God is a God of invigorating purpose, big enough to handle an honest relationship 

with us.  He’s liberal with affirmation and full of endless fascination, which has the effect 

of de-centering us.  He is glorious – substantial, infinite, and effectively plays hard-to-

get.  And he is compellingly complex.  You don’t want to ignore him.  The person he has 

revealed himself to be in Jesus Christ is a person of infinite substance, a character we 

are drawn to.  And the appropriate response when we catch glimpses of him incarnate, 

crucified, resurrected, and ascended is worship.  “Moses bowed to the ground at once and 

worshiped” (v. 8). 

“‘O Lord, if I have found favor in your eyes,’ he said, ‘then let the Lord go with 

us.  Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take 

us as your inheritance” (v. 9).  He did.  And he has.  For those of us who have looked to 

Christ for our salvation, we have found unwavering favor in God’s eyes, his presence has 

come to live within us in the person of the Holy Spirit, and even though we are stiff-

necked we have forgiveness and we are his inheritance, his prized possession, the apple 

of his eye!  It doesn’t get any better than that! 

 

The Lord’s Table 
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Benediction 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, give us the Spirit of wisdom 

and revelation, so that we may know him better.  May the eyes of our hearts be 

enlightened in order that we may know the hope to which he has called us, the riches of 

being his glorious inheritance, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. 

(Eph. 1:17-19) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, January 30, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel Baptist Church is to be a multiplying community 

that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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