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Text 
When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around 

Aaron and said, "Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up 

out of Egypt, we don't know what has happened to him." 
2 
Aaron answered them, "Take off the gold 

earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me." 
3 
So all the 

people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 
4 
He took what they handed him and made it into 

an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, 

who brought you up out of Egypt." 
5 
When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and 

announced, "Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD." 
6 
So the next day the people rose early and 

sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and 

got up to indulge in revelry. 
7 
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go down, because your people, whom you 

brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 
8 
They have been quick to turn away from what I 

commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it 

and sacrificed to it and have said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.' 
9 
"I 

have seen these people," the LORD said to Moses, "and they are a stiff-necked people. 
10 

Now leave me 

alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a 

great nation." 
11 

But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. "O LORD," he said, "why should your 

anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 
12 

Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the 

mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring 

disaster on your people. 
13 

Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your 

own self: 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants 

all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.'" 
14 

Then the LORD relented and did 

not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 

 

Introduction 
 A recent book by University of Connecticut sociologist Bradley Wright is entitled 

Christians Are Hate-Filled Hypocrites... and Other Lies You’ve Been Told: A Sociologist 

Shatters Myths From the Secular and Christian Media.  In it he shows how statistics and 

polling data are often twisted to say more than they actually do and that this is done 

repeatedly when it comes to the exposés or doomsday scenarios applied to evangelicals.  

So we may not be as bad as you’ve heard. 

 But… we’re still pretty bad.  We are, sadly, a very screwed up lot.  The Bible 

itself gives the best evidence that God’s people are often not who they should be.  One of 

the clearest examples of the people of God’s blatant sin is the Golden Calf.  We pick up 

our journey through the book of Exodus today with this episode, recorded in Exodus 32.  
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Since we’ve been on break for a couple weeks and since it would help highlight the 

scandal of this story, let me go back and re-trace the story of Exodus so far. 

 And really, Exodus starts in Genesis.  So let’s go back to Genesis.  In Genesis, 

God creates, then Man rebels.  And rebellion is the pattern from that point on.  But along 

with the tangled knots of human rebellion, God is spinning a thread of redemption.  God 

comes to a pretty screwed up man named Abram (later renamed Abraham) and 

graciously promises to bless all peoples through him.  It’s a plan that involves making 

him into a great people living in the Promised Land and from that platform pulling off 

something that would touch the whole world. 

The Book of Exodus begins roughly 400 years after Genesis ends.  By this time 

Abraham’s descendants have grown into a substantial people, but they are slaves in 

Egypt, oppressed and outside of the Promised Land.  However, God has not forgotten his 

covenant.  He dramatically displays his unique power and glory and character in rescuing 

his people from bondage.  The Israelites (Abraham’s descendants) see God do some 

amazing things: the plagues, the Passover, the passing through the Red Sea, the provision 

of water from a rock (and this all just a few months before what we read about today).  

These people had shook at God’s voice bellowing from atop Mt. Sinai.  They had heard 

God’s law as read by Moses and gladly agreed to abide by it (and that was just 40 days 

earlier than what we read about today).  And even at this very point as they waited at the 

foot of Mt. Sinai while Moses was up in the fiery cloud they were still receiving daily 

rations of manna that fell from the sky! 

God was at that moment giving Moses detailed instructions for the building of a 

glorious Tabernacle that would represent God’s holy and gracious presence with them as 

they made their way to and settled in the Promised Land.  Yet despite all this, the 

Israelites commit one of the most egregious, brash sins ever.  What exactly is the sin 

here?  We’ll investigate that.  How does God respond?  We’ll look at that too.  And what 

does this shocking story tell us about the greatness of our God?  That’s finally where 

we’re going today as we explore Moses role.  In short, the message to everyone here – 

Christian or not – is simple and it’s just this: let God be God. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Sin 

 Let’s look at the sin of the Golden Calf.  You’ve probably heard of this before, 

but there may be more to this than you’ve thought.  “When the people saw that Moses 

was so long in coming down from the mountain…”  With this statement we see into their 

souls.  What’s going on here?  They get impatient.  So impatience is part of their sin.  

They can’t wait any longer for God’s timing. 

So they also get violent and manipulative – “they gathered around Aaron.”  The 

picture is one of mob intimidation. 

“And [they] said, ‘Come, make us gods who will go before us.’”  It’s a bit unclear 

what exactly is being asked for here, but the plural forms seem to indicate that the people 

are at this point in some ways reverting to polytheism and open to the idea of other gods 

instead of or at least alongside of the God connected to Moses – gods that can finish this 

job and get them to their own land. 
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So they are impatient, violent, and blatantly disobedient, because they knew 

God’s command to have no other gods before him (20:3).  And in their disobedience they 

broke their word, for they had solemnly vowed to keep the law (24:3,7).  Do you see how 

multi-layered their sin is? 

 Next, we see that they are dismissive of their appointed leader.  Hear the venom 

in their tone as they say, “As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt…”  

They have never really, it seems, liked or trusted Moses’ leadership.  They were always a 

bit suspicious or resentful. 

They say, “We don’t know what has happened to him.”  They become irrational 

and panic. 

 And Aaron, Aaron is spineless and only concerned for himself.  He capitulates to 

their threats and becomes complicit in their rebellion.  “Aaron answered them, ‘Take off 

the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring 

them to me.’”  Remember: these people were just recently slaves.  So where did they get 

all this gold?  It came as a result of the Lord’s beneficence in turning the Egyptians’ 

hearts to them the night they left Egypt.  And then look at what they’re doing with that 

money.  How brazen it is to take the gifts of God and turn around and use them to slap 

him in the face!  And that’s exactly what they’re doing. 

 “So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron.  He took 

what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it 

with a tool.”  Probably what is going on here is that a wooden statue is carved and then 

overlaid with engraved gold plating.  That’s how it could be burned later (v. 20).  Why 

did Aaron choose the form of a calf or bull?  “Once again,” as it has been put, “it was 

proving to be more difficult to get Egypt out of the Israelites than it was to get the 

Israelites out of Egypt.”
1
  I’ve seen these Egyptian cow statues myself in the Egyptian 

Museum in Cairo.  The most famous Egyptian cow was the Apis bull, considered to be a 

representation of the god Ptah.  Here we have Yahweh’s redeemed people delving back 

into the pagan milieu they had imbibed in Egypt.  How often do God’s people think that 

the world around them is really what’s cool and where the power is at? 

 Now the word ‘idol’ does not actually appear in v. 4.  It just says he made a 

‘molten calf’.  Remember: commandment #1 was about having no other gods, no false 

gods and commandment #2 was about idols and we learned that idolatry is in this case 

more specifically not about worshipping the wrong god, but about worshipping the right 

God wrongly, that is via man-made images.  Even though the word for ‘idol’ or ‘image’ 

is not used in this section, this seems to be what’s in mind.  This is at least the direction 

Aaron takes it.  “When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and 

announced, ‘Tomorrow there will be a festival to the Lord [that is, Yahweh].’” 

 However it worked in his mind, Aaron clearly conceives of this debacle as 

somehow being a festival to Yahweh, the Lord, the specific God of Israel.  Maybe this 

was how he rationalized it in his head.  Notice he doesn’t say the calf is a manifestation 

of Ptah, but Yahweh.  But it was a sloppy job of syncretism.  In making the golden calf, 

God’s people were not just breaking commandment #1, they were also breaking 

commandment #2.  They were attempting to worship the true God falsely, apart from his 

Word, through their own work.  They were assuming that they could short-cut God’s 

prescriptions and determine to worship God the way they wanted, the way that was 

popular, a way that felt relevant to their needs.  Enough of this fire and smoke atop the 
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mountain.  Let’s have a festival to the Lord and then get on with the victorious life that 

awaits us.  Now we even have a mascot! 

 This is idolatry and it was evil.  As the NT says, commenting on this episode in 1 

Corinthians 10:6-7 – “Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our 

hearts on evil things as they did.  Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is 

written: ‘The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revelry.’”  

And that’s what ensued in this ‘festival to the Lord’ – more assimilation of the pagan 

practices of the nations around them.  “The verb… signifies drunken, immoral orgies and 

sexual play.”
2
  These were the kinds of practices associated with pagan temples in the 

ancient Near East. 

 The whole while we’re going through this and unpacking the twisted sin here we 

should be seeing that it’s not just an ancient occurrence.  This has repeated itself ad 

nauseum throughout biblical and church history.  It could probably describe much of 

what occurred during the so-called Second Great Awakening in the U.S.  Revivalists like 

Charles Finney were not content to wait for God to move in his ‘surprising’ ways.  

Instead he tried to stir things up himself.  Instead of sticking to Scripture and the ordinary 

means of grace he tried to introduce what he called ‘new measures’.  So much that’s 

called charismatic renewal results in slap happy silliness – attention grabbing revelry – 

instead of a joyful reverence of the crucified and resurrected Christ.  Countless spiritual 

leaders and movements that focused on the flashy and incorporated the popular and 

talked of moving on to the ‘Promised Land’ if people would just give their money have 

been accompanied by widely recognized impropriety and immorality.  So many churches 

gather not to be addressed by Almighty God but to view video montages they put 

together celebrating all the great stuff they’ve done. 

But we can’t just see this in traditions or churches not our own.  How often are we 

smugly proud of our worship that’s not like the standard cotton-candy fare out there?  

And even then, how often do we get bored with God’s Word and clamor for something 

new?  How prone are we to bring other deities with us into our worship?  How often is 

our worship really a work of our own doing, distrustful of God’s prescribed ways and 

means, just wanting a quick pick-me-up shot of nostalgia mixed with current cultural 

thoughts about God? 

 Really, what the Israelites were doing at the bottom of the mountain while Moses 

was being shown the pattern for the Tabernacle at the top was constructing their own, 

alternate Tabernacle.  And Terence Fretheim explains: 

 

At every key point the people’s building project contrasts with the 

tabernacle that God has just announced.  This gives to the account a heavy 

ironic cast. (1) The people seek to create what God has already provided; 

(2) they, rather than God, take the initiative; (3) offerings are demanded 

rather than willingly presented; (4) the elaborate preparations are missing 

altogether; (5) the painstaking length of time needed for building becomes 

an overnight rush job; (6) the careful provision for guarding the presence 

of the Holy One turns into an open-air object of immediate accessibility; 

(7) the invisible, intangible God becomes a visible, tangible image; and (8) 

the personal, active God becomes an impersonal object that cannot see or 

speak or act.
3
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 There’s so much wrong about this scene.  The people are impatient, underhanded, 

disobedient, dishonest, insubordinate, distrustful, syncretistic, idolatrous, immoral.  

They’re fickle and full of sin.  They are attempting to worship God apart from his Word, 

letting prevailing cultural understandings inform their idea of God.  The big thing really 

is that they are not letting God be God.  They are trying to make God into an object.  

This is the way we duplicate this sin over and over again – we imagine to reduce God to 

an object in our world and we assume we are the subjects, the ones doing the acting upon 

God.  We aren’t content to be under a great and gracious God.  I do this all the time in my 

religious duties.  I make God the object of my investigations, my thinkings.  I heard 

recently of a biblical scholar applying for a job in Germany awhile ago and being asked if 

he stands firmly on the Word of God and he said, “No.  I stand under the Word the 

God.”
4
  That is surely right.  Yet I so often see him as something to be used, a supporting 

actor in my life story, as Mike Horton says.  I do not let God be God.  I mass produce 

Golden Calves and call it Christianity. 

 

God’s Response 
 Thinking about what we have in Exodus 32, Terence Fretheim frames it this way: 

“The garden scene [of chs. 25-31 has] become a tangled mess…. It is Genesis 3 all over 

again.”
5
  And so we see God’s judgment surface again.  This may perhaps be the primary 

way that we today presume to worship the Lord, but in reality incorporate an idolatrous 

image of God from the surrounding culture into our worship – we poopoo a God of 

wrath. 

 The First Great Awakening in the U.S. in the 1730s and 40s, while it may also 

have contained its own examples of abuse, was in many ways a true visitation of 

Almighty God.  The most well known leader during this time was Jonathan Edwards, 

who though he may be the greatest mind America has ever produced, is usually mocked 

in high school text books for sermons such as “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” in 

which he soberly warned those unconverted in his congregation: 

 

The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spider, or 

some loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully 

provoked: his wrath towards you burns like fire; he looks upon you as 

worthy of nothing else, but to be cast into the fire; he is of purer eyes than 

to bear to have you in his sight; you are ten thousand times more 

abominable in his eyes, than the most hateful venomous serpent is in 

ours….  ’Tis nothing but his hand that holds you from falling into the fire 

every moment.
6
 

 

R.C. Sproul plays with Edwards’s sermon title to describe this widespread 

phenomenon of domesticating God by turning in disdain from such depictions of his 

wrath; he calls it, “God in the Hands of Angry Sinners.”
7
  “Harriet Beecher Stowe 

complained that Jonathan Edwards’s sermons on sin and suffering were ‘refined poetry of 

torture.’  After staying up one night reading Edwards’s treatise on the will, Mark Twain 

reported that ‘Edwards’s [doctrine of] God shines red and hideous in the glow from the 
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fires of hell, [its] only right and proper adornment.  By God, I was ashamed to be in such 

company.’”
8
  Are you ashamed, repulsed, dismissive of a God who has red hot wrath? 

A god without wrath is a Golden Calf.  We must stick to his revelation, his Word.  

And from beginning to end the Bible reveals a God who has wrath.  “As one gathers 

silver and bronze and iron and lead and tin into a furnace, to blow the fire on it in order to 

melt it, so I will gather you in my anger and in my wrath, and I will put you in and melt 

you.  I will gather you and blow on you with the fire of my wrath, and you shall be 

melted in the midst of it.  As silver is melted in a furnace, so you shall be melted in the 

midst of it, and you shall know that I am the Lord; I have poured out my wrath upon you” 

(Ezek 22:20-22). 

You say, “Well the Bible is just a distorted, draconian document…” 

Let’s not play games.  God does not look on sin and rebellion with indifference.  

Hell is not merely a theme of medieval artwork.  It is horrifyingly real in its intensity and 

eternality.  How dare we deny or downplay this reality?  How dare we?!  This is 

idolatry… to try to worship the Lord apart from his Word and via images of our own 

concoction. 

God has fierce anger.  Look at his response to the Israelites’ preposterous ‘festival 

to him’ involving the Golden Calf.  “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Go down, because 

your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt…”  Do you hear the contempt in his 

voice?  It’s almost as if he is disowning them, calling them Moses’ people. 

“[They] have become corrupt,” the God who sees all reports.  That’s the same 

word that’s used to describe the world at Noah’s time just before the flood of God’s 

wrath cascaded over it in destruction. 

“‘They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have 

made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf.  They have bowed down to it and 

sacrificed to it and have said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of 

Egypt.”  ‘I have seen these people,’ the Lord said to Moses, ‘and they are a stiff-necked 

people.’”  Another vivid description.  “The phrase ‘stiff-necked’ describes a beast of 

burden that is too stubborn to wear its master’s yoke or do what its master says.”
9
  These 

people have an innate predisposition to chaff at God’s authority, to refuse to let God be 

God. 

“Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may 

destroy them.  Then I will make you into a great nation.”  Just like he wiped out humanity 

and started over with Noah, God is suggesting he could wipe out his people right then 

and there and start over with Moses, like a new Abraham.  Our sin, our disobedience, our 

attempts at de-Godding God, our flippant attitudes that disregard his holiness and try to 

approach him on our own terms, our presuming upon God, treating him like a pet bovine, 

our pathetic man-centered worship of him, our casual assumptions that we are fine 

because God is love, our preoccupation with the trite, our self-congratulatory posture 

toward global improvement, all of our petty sacred cows… these things naturally should 

incite God’s fury towards us. 

“The cow gave no law and demanded no obedience,” R.C. Sproul says.  “It had 

no wrath or justice or holiness to be feared.  It was deaf, dumb, and impotent.  But at least 

it could not intrude on their fun and call them to judgment.  This was a religion designed 

by men, practiced by men, and ultimately useless for men.”
10

  Sometimes I wonder: in all 

our church life, are we talking about the majestic God of the Universe, “the blessed and 
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only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in 

unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see; [to whom] be honor and might 

forever?”  Are we even aware?  Or are we dancing a jig around a Golden Cow and calling 

it the Lord?  Brothers and sisters: do we realize the predicament we are really in, were it 

not for a self-less Mediator? 

 

Moses’ Mediation 
 And that is the last part.  Don’t miss what was just said about the reality of God’s 

holy anger toward us in our sin, but [please God] may the reality of divine mercy be seen 

towards those who are in Christ.  God is not surprised by the Israelites’ rebellion.  He 

knew what he was getting into.  He is outside of time though he always relates to us 

within time.  He was not caught off guard.  This whole episode is mysteriously all part of 

God’s elaborate plan that culminates in Christ. 

 And I want you to see that there are indications in this very text that God was not 

losing his patience and flying off the handle due to frustration, just about ready to 

annihilate the Israelites and then is acted upon by someone else to ‘change his mind’.  

That’s not how we are to read this.  He is (a) revealing the reality of his determined, 

justified anger towards sin, but (b) intentionally setting up Moses as a mediator and 

picture of Christ. 

Why does he tell Moses to go down in v. 7 if he really desires to sulphur bomb 

the encampment and start over with Moses?  And in calling the people “Moses’ people” 

he is doing more than threatening to disown them; he is nudging Moses towards 

identifying with the people.  And then in v. 10 he is not pouting like a child and telling 

Moses to leave him alone while he sulks in rage.  He’s putting a condition on his 

destruction; he is actually inviting Moses to step in.  The early church father Jerome, 

commenting on this verse, says, “Consider the compassionate kindness of God.  When he 

says, ‘Let me alone,’ he shows that if Moses will continue to importune him, he will not 

strike.”
11

  So God is using “the threat of judgment to rouse Moses to make 

intercession.”
12

 

And that is what Moses does.  “Moses sought the favor of the Lord his God.  ‘O 

Lord,’ he said, ‘why should your anger burn against your people [they really were, still, 

no matter what, God’s people], whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a 

mighty hand?’”  Moses appeals to God’s past actions on their behalf.  As one person has 

put it, “How could he destroy the very people he had taken so much trouble to save?”
13

  

He was a saving God. 

And besides, what would people say?  What would this look like?  Moses appeals 

to God’s own glory – “Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he 

brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the 

earth’?  Here Moses appeals to God’s passion to be God, to be glorified among the 

nations.  This is what God is all about – magnifying his own glory, not out of deranged 

megalomania, but infinite love because he is all-glorious. 

Finally, Moses says, “Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to 

whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the 

stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised, and it will be 

their inheritance forever.’”  Moses quotes God’s own words back to him from the 

Abrahamic covenant.  He’s appealing to God’s sworn promises. 
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Notice Moses never disputes that they’ve sinned.  Even before he goes down to 

see for himself he knows they are sinful.  He does not make excuses.  He does not accuse 

God of injustice in being angry.  He simply intercedes on their behalf and appeals for 

mercy.  “Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people.”  

Moses acts beautifully in his role as mediator (which we’ve seen on several occasions 

before) standing between a holy God and a sinful people.  And “the Lord relented and did 

not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.” 

The words used here are sometimes translated as ‘repent’.  God repented!  The 

great truth is that as we repent of our unrighteous idolatries and turn to Christ then God 

‘repents’ of his righteous wrath, turns it away onto Christ and turns to us in love.  Now, 

we’re going to see more next week of how this all works, but this scene is set up to 

showcase the role of a mediator and ultimately so that we would embrace Christ as 

Mediator.  “There is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus” (1Tim. 2:5). 

 

Christ as Mediator 
 We, even as God’s people, in so many ways fail to let God be God and therefore 

we deserve his wrath.  It is rightfully ours and will be everyone’s who is out of Christ.  

But to those of us who do nothing but flee to Christ, there is asylum.  For those who in 

light of their self-wrought predicament finally let God be God, then there can be 

salvation because salvation is only a work of God.  So ultimately we let God be God by 

reveling in Christ.  We have our worship be all about him.  We want to hear about him. 

Romans 8:34 – “Who is he that condemns?  Christ Jesus, who died – more than 

that, who was raised to life – is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”  

Hebrews 7:25 – “He is able to save completely those who come to God through him, 

because he always lives to intercede for them.”  If you are fleeing to Christ then he is 

mediating for you even now as we speak, not pleading our merits, not talking the Father 

down from his rampage, but reminding him that you are his child, adopted through Christ 

before the creation of the world (Eph. 1:4-5).  God has sent him down to identify with us 

at the manger in our humanity and at the cross in our sin as he bore the divine wrath in 

our place.   The covenant in his blood is sure and stands firm forever.  God will never 

renege on his promises.  And we can be confident that he who began a good work in us 

will carry it on to completion (Ph. 1:6). 

 Only in continually acknowledging God’s great wrath towards us in our sin and 

seeing the great mediation achieved for us in Christ, can we grow in letting God be God.  

God’s people are still sinners.  Only in keeping Christ central and clinging to him will we 

be less prone to worship Golden Calves and reduce God to an object in our lives instead 

of the grand Subject that stands over it all. 

Henri Nouwen says, “Receiving forgiveness requires a total willingness to let God 

be God and do all the healing, restoring, and renewing.”
14

  Can you submit to God’s 

righteousness (Rom. 10:2)?  Our two year old, Mary, said recently, “Jesus can’t take 

away my sin!”  She’s confused; we’re working on that.  She thinks her sins are something 

like her toys and she doesn’t want her big sister to take away her toys and so she thinks 

that Jesus taking away her sins would be bad too.  But this is a picture of how we all 

work: we want to somehow save ourselves instead of letting God be God especially in 

our salvation.  God’s Word says that Jesus can take away our sins! 
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Lord’s Table 
 Let’s sit down to eat and drink at this Table provided for us not by our own hands 

but by Christ with the emblems of his work on our behalf to absorb the wrath that is 

rightfully ours.  And then let’s stand to worship in holy revelry. 

 Let’s confess/recognize that we are fickle and full of sin; impatient, manipulative, 

disobedient, wavering, insubordinate, blown here and there by every wind of teaching, 

ungrateful, unChristian hedonists.  Let’s feel the weight of that.  Let’s repent and believe 

that God has relented.  And then let’s truly celebrate! 

 

Benediction 
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his 

judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  “Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or 

who has been his counselor?”  “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?”  

For from him and through him and to him are all things.  To him be the glory forever!  

Amen. (Rom. 1:33-36). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, January 9, 2011.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel Baptist Church is to be a multiplying community 

that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 

 

End notes: 

                                                 
1
 Philip Graham Ryken, Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory, Preaching the Word (Wheaton: Crossway, 2005), 

972. 
2
 Walter C. Kaiser, “Exodus,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 2 (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1990), 478. 
3
 Terence E. Fretheim, Exodus, Interpretation (Louisville: John Knox, 1991), 280-81. 

4
 Paraphrase of A. Schlatter taken from Andreas Kostenberger, Scott Kellum, and Charles Quarles, The 

Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown (B&H, 2009), 52. 
5
 Ibid., 226-27. 

6
 Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” in A Jonathan Edwards Reader, ed. John E 

Smith, Harry S. Stout, and Kenneth P. Minkema (New Haven: Yale UP, 1995), 97-98. 
7
 R.C. Sproul, The Holiness of God (Wheaton: Tyndale, 1998 [1985]), ch. 9. 

8
 Quoted by Gerald McDermott here – http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Journal-of-

Lutheran-Ethics/Issues/November-2009/John-Edwards-and-the-Christian-Life-8.aspx.  I found this through 

Dane Ortlund’s blog. 
9
 Ryken, 985. 

10
 R.C. Sproul, Grace Unknown: The Heart of Reformed Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1997), 19-20. 

11
 Jerome as qtd. in Joseph T. Lienhard, ed., Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Ancient Christian 

Commentary on Scripture (Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2001), 3:141. 
12

 Ryken, 987. 
13

 Godfrey Ashby as qtd. in Ryken, 990. 
14

 Henri J.M. Nouwen, The Return of the Prodigal Son (New York: Doubleday, 1992), 53. 


