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Text 
All the other articles used in the service of the tabernacle, whatever their function, including all the tent 

pegs for it and those for the courtyard, are to be of bronze. 
20

 "Command the Israelites to bring you clear 

oil of pressed olives for the light so that the lamps may be kept burning. 
21

 In the Tent of Meeting, outside 

the curtain that is in front of the Testimony, Aaron and his sons are to keep the lamps burning before the 

LORD from evening till morning. This is to be a lasting ordinance among the Israelites for the generations 

to come. 

28:1 "Have Aaron your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and 

Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests. 
2
 Make sacred garments for your brother 

Aaron, to give him dignity and honor. 
3
 Tell all the skilled men to whom I have given wisdom in such 

matters that they are to make garments for Aaron, for his consecration, so he may serve me as priest. 
4
 

These are the garments they are to make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a woven tunic, a turban and a 

sash. They are to make these sacred garments for your brother Aaron and his sons, so they may serve me 

as priests. 
5
 Have them use gold, and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and fine linen. 

6
 "Make the ephod of 

gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen-- the work of a skilled craftsman. 
7
 It 

is to have two shoulder pieces attached to two of its corners, so it can be fastened. 
8
 Its skillfully woven 

waistband is to be like it-- of one piece with the ephod and made with gold, and with blue, purple and 

scarlet yarn, and with finely twisted linen. 
9
 "Take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names of the 

sons of Israel 
10

 in the order of their birth-- six names on one stone and the remaining six on the other. 
11

 

Engrave the names of the sons of Israel on the two stones the way a gem cutter engraves a seal. Then 

mount the stones in gold filigree settings 
12

 and fasten them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod as 

memorial stones for the sons of Israel. Aaron is to bear the names on his shoulders as a memorial before 

the LORD. 
13

 Make gold filigree settings 
14

 and two braided chains of pure gold, like a rope, and attach the 

chains to the settings. 
15

 "Fashion a breastpiece for making decisions-- the work of a skilled craftsman. 

Make it like the ephod: of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen. 
16

 It is to be 

square-- a span long and a span wide-- and folded double. 
17

 Then mount four rows of precious stones on 

it. In the first row there shall be a ruby, a topaz and a beryl; 
18

 in the second row a turquoise, a sapphire 

and an emerald; 
19

 in the third row a jacinth, an agate and an amethyst; 
20

 in the fourth row a chrysolite, 

an onyx and a jasper. Mount them in gold filigree settings. 
21

 There are to be twelve stones, one for each of 

the names of the sons of Israel, each engraved like a seal with the name of one of the twelve tribes. 
22

 "For 

the breastpiece make braided chains of pure gold, like a rope. 
23

 Make two gold rings for it and fasten them 

to two corners of the breastpiece. 
24

 Fasten the two gold chains to the rings at the corners of the 

breastpiece, 
25

 and the other ends of the chains to the two settings, attaching them to the shoulder pieces of 

the ephod at the front. 
26

 Make two gold rings and attach them to the other two corners of the breastpiece 

on the inside edge next to the ephod. 
27

 Make two more gold rings and attach them to the bottom of the 

shoulder pieces on the front of the ephod, close to the seam just above the waistband of the ephod. 
28

 The 

rings of the breastpiece are to be tied to the rings of the ephod with blue cord, connecting it to the 

waistband, so that the breastpiece will not swing out from the ephod. 
29

 "Whenever Aaron enters the Holy 
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Place, he will bear the names of the sons of Israel over his heart on the breastpiece of decision as a 

continuing memorial before the LORD. 
30

 Also put the Urim and the Thummim in the breastpiece, so they 

may be over Aaron's heart whenever he enters the presence of the LORD. Thus Aaron will always bear the 

means of making decisions for the Israelites over his heart before the LORD. 
31

 "Make the robe of the 

ephod entirely of blue cloth, 
32

 with an opening for the head in its center. There shall be a woven edge like 

a collar around this opening, so that it will not tear. 
33

 Make pomegranates of blue, purple and scarlet yarn 

around the hem of the robe, with gold bells between them. 
34

 The gold bells and the pomegranates are to 

alternate around the hem of the robe. 
35

 Aaron must wear it when he ministers. The sound of the bells will 

be heard when he enters the Holy Place before the LORD and when he comes out, so that he will not die. 
36

 

"Make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it as on a seal: HOLY TO THE LORD. 
37

 Fasten a blue cord to 

it to attach it to the turban; it is to be on the front of the turban. 
38

 It will be on Aaron's forehead, and he 

will bear the guilt involved in the sacred gifts the Israelites consecrate, whatever their gifts may be. It will 

be on Aaron's forehead continually so that they will be acceptable to the LORD. 
39

 "Weave the tunic of fine 

linen and make the turban of fine linen. The sash is to be the work of an embroiderer. 
40

 Make tunics, 

sashes and headbands for Aaron's sons, to give them dignity and honor. 
41

 After you put these clothes on 

your brother Aaron and his sons, anoint and ordain them. Consecrate them so they may serve me as 

priests. 
42

 "Make linen undergarments as a covering for the body, reaching from the waist to the thigh. 
43

 

Aaron and his sons must wear them whenever they enter the Tent of Meeting or approach the altar to 

minister in the Holy Place, so that they will not incur guilt and die. "This is to be a lasting ordinance for 

Aaron and his descendants. 

29:1 "This is what you are to do to consecrate them, so they may serve me as priests: Take a young bull 

and two rams without defect. 
2
 And from fine wheat flour, without yeast, make bread, and cakes mixed with 

oil, and wafers spread with oil. 
3
 Put them in a basket and present them in it-- along with the bull and the 

two rams. 
4
 Then bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and wash them with 

water. 
5
 Take the garments and dress Aaron with the tunic, the robe of the ephod, the ephod itself and the 

breastpiece. Fasten the ephod on him by its skillfully woven waistband. 
6
 Put the turban on his head and 

attach the sacred diadem to the turban. 
7
 Take the anointing oil and anoint him by pouring it on his head. 

8
 

Bring his sons and dress them in tunics 
9
 and put headbands on them. Then tie sashes on Aaron and his 

sons. The priesthood is theirs by a lasting ordinance. In this way you shall ordain Aaron and his sons. 
10

 

"Bring the bull to the front of the Tent of Meeting, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on its head. 
11

 Slaughter it in the LORD's presence at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 
12

 Take some of the bull's 

blood and put it on the horns of the altar with your finger, and pour out the rest of it at the base of the 

altar. 
13

 Then take all the fat around the inner parts, the covering of the liver, and both kidneys with the fat 

on them, and burn them on the altar. 
14

 But burn the bull's flesh and its hide and its offal outside the camp. 

It is a sin offering. 
15

 "Take one of the rams, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on its head. 
16

 

Slaughter it and take the blood and sprinkle it against the altar on all sides. 
17

 Cut the ram into pieces and 

wash the inner parts and the legs, putting them with the head and the other pieces. 
18

 Then burn the entire 

ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the LORD, a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the LORD by 

fire. 
19

 "Take the other ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on its head. 
20

 Slaughter it, take 

some of its blood and put it on the lobes of the right ears of Aaron and his sons, on the thumbs of their right 

hands, and on the big toes of their right feet. Then sprinkle blood against the altar on all sides. 
21

 And take 

some of the blood on the altar and some of the anointing oil and sprinkle it on Aaron and his garments and 

on his sons and their garments. Then he and his sons and their garments will be consecrated. 
22

 "Take from 

this ram the fat, the fat tail, the fat around the inner parts, the covering of the liver, both kidneys with the 

fat on them, and the right thigh. (This is the ram for the ordination.) 
23

 From the basket of bread made 

without yeast, which is before the LORD, take a loaf, and a cake made with oil, and a wafer. 
24

 Put all these 

in the hands of Aaron and his sons and wave them before the LORD as a wave offering. 
25

 Then take them 

from their hands and burn them on the altar along with the burnt offering for a pleasing aroma to the 

LORD, an offering made to the LORD by fire. 
26

 After you take the breast of the ram for Aaron's 

ordination, wave it before the LORD as a wave offering, and it will be your share. 
27

 "Consecrate those 

parts of the ordination ram that belong to Aaron and his sons: the breast that was waved and the thigh that 

was presented. 
28

 This is always to be the regular share from the Israelites for Aaron and his sons. It is the 

contribution the Israelites are to make to the LORD from their fellowship offerings. 
29

 "Aaron's sacred 

garments will belong to his descendants so that they can be anointed and ordained in them. 
30

 The son who 

succeeds him as priest and comes to the Tent of Meeting to minister in the Holy Place is to wear them seven 

days. 
31

 "Take the ram for the ordination and cook the meat in a sacred place. 
32

 At the entrance to the Tent 
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of Meeting, Aaron and his sons are to eat the meat of the ram and the bread that is in the basket. 
33

 They 

are to eat these offerings by which atonement was made for their ordination and consecration. But no one 

else may eat them, because they are sacred. 
34

 And if any of the meat of the ordination ram or any bread is 

left over till morning, burn it up. It must not be eaten, because it is sacred. 
35

 "Do for Aaron and his sons 

everything I have commanded you, taking seven days to ordain them. 
36

 Sacrifice a bull each day as a sin 

offering to make atonement. Purify the altar by making atonement for it, and anoint it to consecrate it. 
37

 

For seven days make atonement for the altar and consecrate it. Then the altar will be most holy, and 

whatever touches it will be holy. 
38

 "This is what you are to offer on the altar regularly each day: two lambs 

a year old. 
39

 Offer one in the morning and the other at twilight. 
40

 With the first lamb offer a tenth of an 

ephah of fine flour mixed with a quarter of a hin of oil from pressed olives, and a quarter of a hin of wine 

as a drink offering. 
41

 Sacrifice the other lamb at twilight with the same grain offering and its drink offering 

as in the morning-- a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the LORD by fire. 
42

 "For the generations to 

come this burnt offering is to be made regularly at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting before the LORD. 

There I will meet you and speak to you; 
43

 there also I will meet with the Israelites, and the place will be 

consecrated by my glory. 
44

 "So I will consecrate the Tent of Meeting and the altar and will consecrate 

Aaron and his sons to serve me as priests. 
45

 Then I will dwell among the Israelites and be their God. 
46

 

They will know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them out of Egypt so that I might dwell among 

them. I am the LORD their God. 

 

Introduction 
 This is perhaps the longest passage I have ever preached on before.  And it may 

be one of the shortest sermons I’ve ever preached (so don’t worry).  We’re taking this big 

chunk all together because, as you hopefully detected, it’s all about one thing – priests. 

What is a priest?  In every ancient religion (and most modern ones), a priest is, 

simply put, someone who goes in on behalf of others.  We’ve been looking at the 

specifications for Israel’s Tabernacle over the last few weeks.  This was to be the place, 

as we read at the end of ch. 29, where God himself dwelled.  It was sacred.  Great care 

was to be taken in its construction so that it followed precisely the revealed pattern.  

Today we see that not just anybody could enter into it and so we get the first instructions 

for the Israelite priesthood. 

The copious details and the elaborate nature of the descriptions of the priests’ 

duties, garments, and ordination aren’t necessarily meant to be examined with a 

magnifying glass, bit-by-bit.  Rather, they are making a cumulative case for God’s 

holiness.  The building weightiness of the preparations for a priest are meant to cause us 

to ponder, “If this is what it takes to be fit to approach God, how holy must he be?”  The 

answer is, “Really holy!”  And so that explains why not just anyone can waltz into his 

presence.  As we read today, these priests had to have bells as part of their outfits in order 

to announce in advance their coming into the Tabernacle. 

I watched recently with Lucy an episode of Leave it to Beaver and found it 

striking how the father wore a tie around the house in the evening and the mother even 

worked in the kitchen wearing a hat.  I’m not sure how historically accurate that is, but 

those were no doubt different times.  You’ve seen the pictures from baseball games in the 

early twentieth century where all the men are wearing suits?  Our culture today is 

extremely casual.  And so such decorum may seem a bit foreign to us.  Dare I say, a holy 

God who cannot be treated nonchalantly is a difficult concept for us?  But God is 

unchanging, the same yesterday, today, and forever and he has not relaxed with the times.   

 We’re going to look at the role of, reason for, and requirements to be priests, 

specifically the High Priest.  We’re going to do it by looking primarily at three select 
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places in this long section.  In short, what we’re going to see at the end is just this: Jesus 

carries us on his shoulders. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Role of a High Priest 

 The last few verses of ch. 27 begin talking about Aaron and his sons.  Aaron is 

Moses’ brother.  It tells of how the people are to provide olive oil that would burn bright 

and clean.  Aaron and his sons were to use this to fuel the Lampstand in the Holy Place 

we talked about earlier and they were to tend to it from evening to morning.  What this 

means is that the job of the priests was going to be 24/7.  Someone was always on duty, 

day and night.  There were “servants of the Lord who minister by night in the house of 

the Lord” (Ps. 134:1).  So I guess there’s always been a midnight shift for some people. 

 Chapter 28 makes clear that Aaron and his sons are going to serve as priests.  And 

then extensive details are given for their uniforms.  And they are sharp looking.  There’s 

a lot of overlap between the material used for the Tabernacle itself and the material used 

for the priests’ robes.  It reminds me a little of a Frank Lloyd-Wright designed home that 

included not just the floor plan, but also designs for the furniture that would coordinate 

and be part of the overall theme. 

 Aaron’s sons get spiffy outfits, but there are extras specified for Aaron.  So there 

are priests and then there is a High Priest.  This is important.  As this passage does, I want 

to focus in on the High Priest today.  And I want to start by looking at the ephod worn by 

the High Priest and the comment made in 28:12.  So 28:12 is our first major stop on this 

fly by tour of these two chapters.  28:12 says, “Aaron is to bear the names [of the twelve 

tribes of Israel] on his shoulders as a memorial before the Lord.” 

 So like an astronaut who goes into space carrying the pennant of his alma mater 

or a picture of his family, Aaron wasn’t just entering the Tabernacle for himself.  He was 

“appointed to represent [the people] in matters related to God” (Heb. 5:1).  He was doing 

it for them.  The ephod he was to wear had two onyx stones built into it with the names of 

the sons of Israel engraved on them.  This symbolizes his role as the representative, 

standing in on behalf of the whole community. 

 The idea that one person can stand for many aligns with the representative aspect 

of our representative democracy, not so much the democratic.  It’s been the way things 

have worked throughout much of our human civilization from Adam representing the 

whole race in the Garden to heads of households acting on behalf of their whole families.  

But in our age of radical individualism something about this seems odd.  Yet we don’t 

have a problem with it when it benefits us, like when a star soccer player takes the final 

kick in a penalty shootout.  In sports we often talk of one player taking the whole team on 

his shoulders. 

But even more when people truly realize the utter holiness of God, his awesome 

fiery presence, his absolute transcendence immanent in judgment, and our pervasive 

failure to live up to his glory is highlighted we naturally beg for someone to take care of 

us, to represent us, to put us on his shoulders.  The High Priest would carry the people 

on his shoulders. 

 

Reason for a High Priest 
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 So that’s the role of the High Priest.  Let’s think a little bit more about the reason 

for a High Priest.  And for that let’s look at 28:38.  28:38 is our next stop and it says that 

“[Aaron] will bear the guilt involved in the sacred gifts the Israelites consecrate, whatever 

their gifts may be.”  Older translations talk of “the iniquity of the holy things.”  What 

does this mean? 

 It means that not only do we need someone else to represent us before a holy God 

because we have done bad stuff – and everyone… all of you have done a lot of bad things 

– but we also need someone to represent us because we have done good stuff badly.  

Even the good things we do are so tainted with sin that they are an offense to God and do 

nothing to secure our admittance into his presence.  We need someone to bear the iniquity 

of our holy things, to take away our polluted piety and represent us with true holiness so 

that we can be acceptable to the Lord. 

 Remember, the Israelites were supposed to bring offerings to the courtyard of the 

Tabernacle to be sacrificed on that bronze altar – burnt offerings, grain offerings, 

fellowship offerings, sin offerings, and guilt offerings.  They were expected to worship 

the Lord and ultimately to obey him.  But even in their law-keeping and religious 

observances their actions were negated by their mixed motivations.  Their good deeds 

were never done perfectly out of pure devotion.  They couldn’t not do them (that would 

be punishable), but even in doing them they were provoking the wrath of God.  They 

needed a priest that was “Holy to the Lord” to make up for this. 

 Have you ever thought about it this way?  That “all our righteous acts are like 

filthy rags” (Is. 64:6)?  This is a litmus test to see if you get the gospel.  To be a Christian 

is not just to repent of your sins, but also to repent of your good works.  Tim Chester says 

it well – “Pharisees do good works and repent of bad works.  But gospel repentance 

includes repenting of good works done for wrong reasons.  We need to repent of trying to 

be our own savior.  Theologian John Gerstner says, ‘The thing that really separates us 

from God is not so much our sin, but our damnable good works.’”
1
 

 When we think that we’re hot stuff because we help the poor, we’re just heating 

the fires of our hell.  When we think we’re okay because we come to church and prayer 

meeting and read our Bibles and tithe our income and tell people about Jesus, we’re 

deluding ourselves.  We need someone to bear the iniquity of our church going and Bible 

reading and tithing and ministry.  Helping with the dishes after a Thanksgiving meal is 

the right thing to do, but we inevitably do it to get noticed, to feel better than the selfish 

bums sitting on the couch watching football.  When have you ever had an entirely pure 

motive for anything you’ve ever done? 

 We desperately need someone to carry us on his shoulders into the presence of 

God because our best efforts will not do it.  We need to be represented by someone who 

is Holy to the Lord. 

 

The Requirements of a High Priest 

 That brings us to the third point and that is the requirements of a High Priest.  

Their role is to represent.  The reason is that we’re utterly sinful, even when we’re good.  

All of this has essentially been about the requirements of the priesthood.  All the gold and 

precious stones and royal blue and turbans and sashes and undergarments were to signify 

that the priests, and especially the High Priest, were to be set apart.  Chapter 29 is largely 

about the special seven-day ceremony of ordination for Aaron and his sons.  They were to 
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be consecrated.  They had to be utterly holy.  This was the requirement in order for them 

to be able to legitimately perform their much needed role. 

 The next verse I want you to look at is 29:10.  29:10 starts off the long, bloody 

prescription for how the priests were to be made ready for their role.  And I want you to 

notice that it begins with a sin offering for them.  Moses was to “bring a bull to the front 

of the Tent of Meeting, and Aaron and his sons [were to] lay their hands on its head” and 

then it would be slaughtered.  What’s the significance of the laying on of hands?  It 

symbolizes the transference, the imputation of the priests’ sins onto the bull and then the 

bull dies for those sins instead of the priests.  What is this saying?  It’s saying that the 

priests had to be sinless.  But they weren’t.  So they had to be atoned for thoroughly. 

 And here is where we begin to see the insufficiency of even this elaborate system.  

It just couldn’t ever really work because these priests were sinners too! 

 

Conclusion 
 Now we’re ready to see the superlative nature of Jesus.  The book of Hebrews in 

the NT, which we’ve essentially been reading right along with the Exodus account of the 

Tabernacle, talks a lot about Jesus as the great High Priest.  And in one place we find 

these marvelous words – “Such a high priest [as Jesus] meets our need – one who is holy, 

blameless, pure, set apart from sinners…  Unlike the other high priests, he does not need 

to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people.  

He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself” (Heb. 7:26-27).  As 

we’ll see in a few weeks when we get to Exodus 32, who screwed up the biggest right in 

the midst of this Sinai scene?  Aaron!  The High Priest fashioned the golden calf! 

 But Jesus never screwed up.  He was perfect and he was one of us, thus he could 

represent us before a holy God and in his sacrifice of himself he could completely and 

totally take away sin once and for all.  “He is able to save completely those who come to 

God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them” (Heb. 7:25).  

Resurrected and ascended he is in God’s presence on our behalf night and day.  He’s not 

re-offering sacrifices over and over again.  He’s holding up his nail pierced hands to the 

Father so that the Father sees us through them.  The two bloody holes provide a kind of 

rose colored glasses through which we are viewed so that we are acceptable to the Lord 

even though our worship and obedience would never be satisfactory on its own. 

 You’ve got to understand: our goal here is not, you see, to just be or make 

religious people.  The goal of Christianity is not to make you look moral.  It’s to make 

you love Jesus more.  Jesus carries us on his shoulders.  So many people outside the 

church think that the church is about improving people, getting them to do certain things 

and they’re either uninterested or putting it off.  And it’s easy for people inside the 

church to think this way (again, we’re desperately wicked).  We think we’re the ones who 

have it together because we have well-behaved kids or haven’t been divorced or don’t do 

drugs or whatever.  Those out there need to start coming to church and being responsible 

and stop living for worthless things, etc…  But even if that happens, as we see today, they 

will not be any closer to God.  What we all need is to come to a place where we realize 

our sin and say, “I have someone who is perfectly holy who has carried me on his 

shoulders!” 

 Now when that happens, when you know you have a perfect High Priest who “did 

not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; [but] entered 
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heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.  [And he didn’t] enter heaven to 

offer himself again and again, the way the [OT] high priest enter[ed] the Most Holy Place 

every year with blood that is not his own.  [NO] …He has appeared once for all at the 

end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Heb. 9:24-26).  When we 

know that, finally we are able to become what God said his intention was at the outset of 

Sinai, back in Exodus chapter 19 – a kingdom of priests (19:6). 

 With Jesus as our High Priest, we can be priests.  The old system could never 

fully get there because the High Priest was a sinner so the process kept rebooting.  Sin 

was never dealt with definitively.  The people were always kept at a distance.  But now 

because of Jesus’ High Priestly work all who have their names written on his heart in 

heaven have direct access opened up to God.  1 Peter 2:9 and Revelation 1:6 talk 

specifically about how the whole Christian community is now a royal priesthood.  The 

priesthood of all believers. 

 So every Christian can with “confidence… enter the Most Holy Place by the 

blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, 

[Christ’s] body.  [S]ince we have a great priest over the house of God, [we can] draw 

near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to 

cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water” 

(Heb. 10:19-22).  We don’t have to go through another human besides Jesus.  We’re all 

priests. 

 And when you’re not trying to figure out a way to make atonement for your sins 

or scrambling to find the next someone who can carry you on his shoulders because Jesus 

has, then you can then be priestly to others.  You can carry other people’s burdens in the 

community, as it talks about in Galatians 6:2.  You can intercede for other people in 

prayer.  You can receive confession of sins, as it talks about in James 5:16, not in order to 

pronounce pardon on your own authority or to give people penance to do, but to point 

them to the finished work of Christ on the cross.  The work of evangelism is priestly 

because you are pointing people to Jesus and his sacrifice for sins. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the 

Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess (Heb. 4:14).  Through Jesus let us 

continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit of lips that confess his name – and 

not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased on 

account of Christ (Heb. 13:15-16). 
 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 28, 2010.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel Baptist Church is to be a multiplying 

community that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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