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Text 
"Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with 

cherubim worked into them by a skilled craftsman. 
2 
All the curtains are to be the same size-- twenty-eight 

cubits long and four cubits wide. 
3 
Join five of the curtains together, and do the same with the other five. 

4 

Make loops of blue material along the edge of the end curtain in one set, and do the same with the end 

curtain in the other set. 
5 
Make fifty loops on one curtain and fifty loops on the end curtain of the other set, 

with the loops opposite each other. 
6 
Then make fifty gold clasps and use them to fasten the curtains 

together so that the tabernacle is a unit. 
7 
"Make curtains of goat hair for the tent over the tabernacle-- 

eleven altogether. 
8 
All eleven curtains are to be the same size-- thirty cubits long and four cubits wide. 

9 

Join five of the curtains together into one set and the other six into another set. Fold the sixth curtain 

double at the front of the tent. 
10 

Make fifty loops along the edge of the end curtain in one set and also along 

the edge of the end curtain in the other set. 
11 

Then make fifty bronze clasps and put them in the loops to 

fasten the tent together as a unit. 
12 

As for the additional length of the tent curtains, the half curtain that is 

left over is to hang down at the rear of the tabernacle. 
13 

The tent curtains will be a cubit longer on both 

sides; what is left will hang over the sides of the tabernacle so as to cover it. 
14 

Make for the tent a covering 

of ram skins dyed red, and over that a covering of hides of sea cows. 
15 

"Make upright frames of acacia 

wood for the tabernacle. 
16 

Each frame is to be ten cubits long and a cubit and a half wide, 
17 

with two 

projections set parallel to each other. Make all the frames of the tabernacle in this way. 
18 

Make twenty 

frames for the south side of the tabernacle 
19 

and make forty silver bases to go under them-- two bases for 

each frame, one under each projection. 
20 

For the other side, the north side of the tabernacle, make twenty 

frames 
21 

and forty silver bases-- two under each frame. 
22 

Make six frames for the far end, that is, the west 

end of the tabernacle, 
23 

and make two frames for the corners at the far end. 
24 

At these two corners they 

must be double from the bottom all the way to the top, and fitted into a single ring; both shall be like that. 
25 

So there will be eight frames and sixteen silver bases-- two under each frame. 
26 

"Also make crossbars of 

acacia wood: five for the frames on one side of the tabernacle, 
27 

five for those on the other side, and five 

for the frames on the west, at the far end of the tabernacle. 
28 

The center crossbar is to extend from end to 

end at the middle of the frames. 
29 

Overlay the frames with gold and make gold rings to hold the crossbars. 

Also overlay the crossbars with gold. 
30 

"Set up the tabernacle according to the plan shown you on the 

mountain. 
31 

"Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim 

worked into it by a skilled craftsman. 
32 

Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood overlaid with 

gold and standing on four silver bases. 
33 

Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the 

Testimony behind the curtain. The curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. 
34 

Put 

the atonement cover on the ark of the Testimony in the Most Holy Place. 
35 

Place the table outside the 

curtain on the north side of the tabernacle and put the lampstand opposite it on the south side. 
36 

"For the 

entrance to the tent make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen-- the work of an 

embroiderer. 
37 

Make gold hooks for this curtain and five posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold. And cast 

five bronze bases for them. 
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I like tents.  Tents give you a place to feel secure in the middle of the wilderness.  

Tents allow you to experience the outdoors while still being protected from the 

elements.  Tents can be big or small, heavy or light, and 3 season or 4 season.  They can 

have good or bad ventilation.   If you’ve ever been in a leaky tent during a thunderstorm, 

you know the value of a good tent. 

 

I used to like tents a little too much.  I must admit that I probably spent as much time or 

more doing research and decision making for my backpacking tent as I have for my 

vehicles or our current house.  I can’t say I am proud of this fact, but I loved finding the 

perfect tent to fit my needs.  I knew I was serious about Lindsey when I let her borrow 

my tent, which was much later in our relationship than when I let her borrow my car.  

Priorities, or idols, are funny like that.  Anyway, I like tents.    It is fitting that I get the 

opportunity to preach on the Tent of all tents—the Tabernacle of Yahweh. 

 

The tabernacle was God’s gift to his people.  He wanted them to feel secure in the 

wilderness, knowing that His presence was among them.  His presence would be with 

them as they travelled, since they would set up the Tabernacle along their journey, and 

God, the Creator of the Universe and the Deliverer of the Israelites from Egyptian 

bondage, was not OK with any old ratty tent.  As we read Exodus 26, we notice the 

intricate attention to detail of each part of this magnificent tent. 

 

It is likely that passages such as this inspired the Catholic Church to erect awe-inspiring 

churches that would be worthy of God’s presence.   This attention to detail can also be 

seen today in many Protestant Churches.  Have you ever stood in a basilica or cathedral 

and felt somehow transcendent? Unfortunately, these places for meeting with God have 

become more important for many than the act of actually communing with God.  On the 

other hand, as the evangelical church today prefers much more simple meeting spaces, 

sometimes it’s easy to read passages like Exodus 26 and fail to see God revealing 

Himself in these seemingly boring descriptions. 

 

But today I hope that we can see why God chose to include all of the details about 

the Tabernacle in His Word.  I hope that by literally pulling back the curtains of the 

original tabernacle, we can get that sense of a completely righteous God, who 

condescends to meet us in our unrighteousness.  The point is simply this:  the design of 

the Tabernacle points us to the Holiness of God, and ultimately to the true 

tabernacle, Jesus Christ. 

 

Let’s pray:  God, every material possession we have has a value.   Everything made with 

human hand has a value.  You, however, are beyond value.  You are holy, and we are 

unworthy to enter your presence.   Your holiness cannot co-exist with our sinfulness.   As 

you gave the Israelites the gift of dwelling amongst them, you have allowed us to enter 

your presence.  May your commands for the building of the Tabernacle put us in awe of 

You and may your Spirit meet us today and use your Word to draw us close to you and 

help us to worship you in all of your magnificence.   Amen. 

 

The significance of God’s design for the Tabernacle 
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The word “Tabernacle” comes from the Hebrew word that means “to dwell.” This is 

where God would dwell.   It is the first place where God would reside on the earth 

outside of the Garden of Eden.   In this way, as Nathan mentioned last week, the 

Tabernacle is a return to Eden.  God had visited earth before this, several times.  

However, the building of the tabernacle was the first time when heaven would come 

down to earth to stay – to dwell.  For this reason, the design of this tent is of great 

significance.  As we read this passage, you may have drifted off as all of the intricate 

structural and design details were listed.  What great theological truth or life-changing 

application could this list of details contain for us?  Why should it matter to us and our 

faith? 

 

In his commentary on Exodus, Philip Ryken puts it this way:   “So the tabernacle was 

the tent where God lived, and thus its construction revealed his divine character.  

The tabernacle also showed what was required for sinners to meet with a holy God.  

This is why its plans were so important, and why to this day they deserve careful 

study.” 

 

This significance is pointed out in Hebrews.  The author of Hebrews  reiterates in 

Hebrews 8:5 what is commanded by God in Exodus 26: “For when Moses was about to 

erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, ‘See that you make everything 

according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain.’”  The specific design 

of the Tabernacle was not made by man, but God himself was the architect.  It mattered 

to God where He dwelt amongst his people.  His place of dwelling was to be taken 

seriously.  He was to be taken seriously. 

 

The specific details of the construction of the tabernacle 

The curtains and the significance of the order 

So let’s look carefully together at the plans for the tabernacle.  Exodus 26: 1-6 begins 

by describin  the inner curtain.  This curtain was to be made of finely twisted linen, which 

was an extremely expensive fabric.  Most historians think the curtain was white, and that 

the blue, purple, and scarlet yarns were used to depict the cherubim that were woven into 

the fabric. 

 

The embroidery of cherubim was significant because cherubim, angelic beings, were 

always associated with the holiness of God, as mentioned by Nathan last week.  In 

Genesis 3:24, God placed cherubim at the entrance of the garden of Eden after Adam and 

Eve were sent out of the Garden to protect the Tree of Life.  A sinful people must be kept 

from a holy God, and the cherubim were sewn into the inner curtain to remind the priests 

of that reality, since they would be the only ones entering the tabernacle. 

 

There were a total of 10 inner curtains that were to be made, and each one was 4 x 28 

cubits, which is 6 feet by 42 feet.  Sets of five were then sewn together, so this inner 

curtain was in two parts.   When these were clasped together by golden clasps, this inner 

curtain would be 40 cubits by 28 cubits, which would be approximately 60 feet by 42 

feet. 
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The second curtain from inside out would be made of goat’s hair, so it is the less 

expensive protection for the inner curtain.   It would contain a total of 11 curtains, instead 

of the 10 used for the inner curtain.  This allowed for one of these curtains to fold over 

the front of the tabernacle.  Once it was clasped with its clasps of bronze, it would be 44 

cubits by 30 cubits.  The reason that it was 2 cubits longer on the sides was in order to 

reach all the way down to the ground, whereas the inner curtain would stay a cubit, or 

foot and a half, above the ground, so it would stay clean and pure. 

 

In both verses 6 and 11, the instructions mention that the curtains are to be clasped 

together so that the tabernacle is a unit.  It was important that the tent for the King of 

Kings is unified because this demonstrates a sense of order that points to God’s holiness 

and completeness. 

 

Then, there would be two more coverings, first one of rams skins, and then one of the 

hides of sea cows. The outer covering of the hides of sea cows is thought to be talking 

about the hides of dugongs, which were a large water mammal in the Red Sea that are 

now nearly extinct.  These coverings were more durable against the elements in order to 

protect the inner curtains. 

 

One thing we see here is that the text moves from the inside to the outside, just as we 

saw last week when the construction plans for the ark, the inner most object in the 

inside of the tent, were described first.  Here, the inner curtain is the most important as 

it is the first part of the tabernacle given orders about, and the most attention is given to 

it. This order demonstrates what is most important to God.  He does not care as much 

what the tabernacle looks like on the outside.  The valuable linen and gold clasps are on 

the inside, because that is what is most significant.  The value of the material, as well as 

the metals used for the clasp, diminishes as you move from the inside out.  The Israelites, 

except for the priests, were  looking at the outside of The Tabernacle, but God wanted 

them to know that what mattered, His presence and Holiness, was on the inside. 

 

This theme of prioritizing the inside is consistent throughout Scripture.  When God 

sent Samuel to the house of Jesse in I Samuel 16 to anoint the new king, God commands 

him, “Do not consider his appearance or his heart, for I have rejected him.  The Lord does 

not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord 

looks at the heart.”  God sees the inside, while we see the outside.  Jesus attacks the 

Pharisees saying they may look clean on the outside but that they are dirty on the inside.  

Holiness cannot start on the outside and work in, it comes from the heart and works 

outward.   

 

The frame and structure of the Tabernacle 

Of course, these curtains and coverings had to be supported.  Verses 15-30 move on 

to describe the frame of this great tent.  Every tent has some type of fabric and  poles.  

The poles of this tent were giant posts that were 10 cubits tall, so about 15 feet.  The 

crossbeams connected them to provide stability and hold up the curtains.  Most Biblical 

historians believe these crossbeams were open so as to expose the beautiful inner curtain.  

We again see the emphasis on the inner part of the tabernacle by the fact that these 
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frames and crossbeams should all be overlayed with gold (v.29).  Also, rings of gold 

would hold the crossbars.  The inside of the tabernacle must be fit for a king, because the 

King of the Universe would be presiding there. 

 

One objection that could be raised at this point is why would God have this 

tabernacle be so extravagant?  Couldn’t the amount spent on the gold be used to 

provide for the physical needs of the Israelites.  Remember, God did take care of the 

physical needs of the Israelites.   Now it was important that they were in awe of his glory 

so they would see their spiritual need.  He would satisfy their physical needs, but it was 

more important that they knew that they could find their true satisfaction in Him. 

 

Given the size of the frames and the curtains, Biblical historians are able to determine 

that the tabernacle was 10 cubits wide by 30 cubits long by 10 cubits high.  This means it 

was approximately 15 feet tall, and about 15 feet wide by 45 feet long.  The curtains 

would cover the sides, top, and back.  The “roof” would be flat rather than peaked as we 

normally think of when imagining most tents. 

 

While this was a big tent, it is smaller than most of us might imagine.  If you look 

around the room, I laid down some blue tape that gives us an idea of how big it was.  
The outermost strip of tape is the size of the whole Tabernacle – it wasn’t huge.  The 

purpose of the Tabernacle was not to be a place of worship for a multitude of Israelites to 

enter, but a place that created worship of God just by knowing that God was there and the 

priests would meet God there on behalf of the Israelites. 

 

The inner curtain setting apart the Most Holy Place 

Verses 31-33 describe the curtain that will be made to divide the tabernacle into two.  

“Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim 

worked into it by a skilled craftsman.  Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia 

wood overlaid with gold and standing on four silver bases.  Hang the curtain from the 

clasps and place the ark of the Testimony behind the curtain.  The curtain will separate 

the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.”  The Most Holy Place is where the ark of the 

covenant would go. This curtain is just like the inner curtain.  The cherubim were also 

woven into this curtain to protect God’s holiness.  This thick curtain was trying to keep 

those who were unholy and unrighteous away from the Righteous One. 

 

So, can you picture this room?  When the priest entered the Tabernacle, he was in the 

Holy place where the golden lampstand and the table for bread were.  Nathan talked 

about those last week.  Then, through the next entrance was the Holy of Holies, or the 

Most Holy place. This front section of the blue tape on the floor shows the size of the 

Holy of Holies.  This is where the ark of the covenant remained – God’s actual dwelling 

place. 

 

This Most Holy Place was solely for God’s presence - except for on the Day of 

Atonement – now known as Yom Kippur – when the High Priest would enter.  We heard 

about this last week, and you’ll remember that this was the one day every year when the 

High Priest would enter this most holy room in the Tabernacle and take the blood of 
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sacrifices specified by God to atone for the sin of Israel.  Later on in Exodus we’ll see 

that entering the Most Holy Place and standing before God’s presence was so sacred that 

the High Priest would wear bells on his garmet, so that the people outside knew that he 

had not died in God’s presence.  It was truly the Most Holy place. 

 

Even the shape of the the Most Holy place points to God’s perfection.  It was 10 

cubits wide by 10 cubits long by 10 cubits high—a perfect cube!  Both the number ten 

and a cube often represented perfection in many ancient cultures.  The Israelites were to 

know that the Most Holy place was where the only perfect one resided. 

 

In verses 36-37, the chapter concludes, giving directions for the design and construction 

of the curtain at the entrance of the Tabernacle.  In all this detail, we see that the Israelites 

had limited access to God.  He was close by, but not easily accessible.  There were many 

layers protecting and pointing to the Holiness of God. 

 

This all points to Jesus 

So all of these instructions meant something to the Israelites, but what else, besides 

promoting God’s holiness, is it saying to us?  Just like the Israelites, we are not holy, so 

we are unable to stand in God’s presence based on our own righteousness.  Do we still 

have to depend on a High Priest to enter God’s presence for us?.......We do depend on a 

High Priest, but this High Priest did more than just enter God’s presence for us. 

Hear these words from the New Testament in John 1…….Here we see Jesus – our 

Tabernacle and High Priest……..Verse 14 says, “The word became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us.”  The word translated “dwelling” here comes from the Greek word 

for tabernacle.  Therefore, Jesus is the true tabernacle of God.  In the person of Jesus 

Christ, God’s presence came to us.  Just like the Tabernacle gave God a place to live 

with His people and atone for their sins, Jesus is Himself the place that God dwells 

with his people and makes final atonement for their sins. 

 

How was Jesus like the tabernacle?  The person of Jesus Christ was intricately designed 

in his incarnation in the same way we have read about the tabernacle.  Jesus was 

Immanuel, “God with us”.  Jesus was born of a virgin.  Jesus had two natures engaging 

together - the coming together of deity and humanity.   Jesus was the Son of Man and 

Son of God. 

 

While the tabernacle had barriers to keep the profane from the sacred, Jesus took on the 

profane to allow there to be relationship with the sacred.  This does not diminish God’s 

holiness, but actually makes it more magnanimous.   We can experience God’s holiness 

first hand, so that we can be more in awe of Him.  This act of Jesus dwelling among 

humanity in a body should point us more to God’s glory. 

 

Not only is Jesus the real Tabernacle of God, but he is also the only true High Priest.  
He did not have to give a sacrifice for our sins over and over again, but once and for all.  

Hebrews 7: 27 claims, “Unlike the high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day 

after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people.  He sacrificed for their 

sins once for all when he offered himself.” 
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God proclaimed this boldly for the entire world to see when the curtain separating the 

Most Holy Place in the temple was torn in two when Jesus died.  Remember that this was 

a thick curtain that protected God’s Holiness.  Now, God was exposing Himself to the 

people He had created.  He was opening the door that stood in the way of people meeting 

with Him for a thousand years.  He was tearing down the barrier to Him.  He invites us to 

enter His presence. 

 

Are we unworthy?  Of course we are, for “we have all sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God”, but Jesus has not, and we are clothed in His righteousness.  So what does 

this Truth mean for us?  Hebrews 10:22 answers this concisely by announcing, 

“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 

blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, 

his body, and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, let us draw 

near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with 

pure water.  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess for he who promised is 

faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur on another on toward love and good 

deeds.”   We can enter His presence with confidence.  While we completely deserve his 

wrath toward sin, we can be confident that Jesus took on the full extent of God’s 

judgment on our sin. 

 

We can be sure of our faith. We wait for the day when we can see Him in all His glory 

and fullness, but Jesus has opened up a way for us to enjoy the grace of the Father even 

here on this earth. 

 

We can be free from guilt, because both our bodies and minds have been purified from 

their unholiness.  This is why we can enter the Most Holy of Holies. Our sin has been 

taken away. 

 

We can have hope in what we believe.  Our hope isn’t in God’s wrath being turned 

away by blood sacrifices or our good deeds.  We cannot save ourselves.  We can’t enter 

the Most Holy Place because we have made ourselves holy enough – only through Christ. 

 

We are able to be a community that loves each other and spurs each other on to love 

others.  Let’s tell unbelievers about Jesus.  Let’s encourage each other to love out of pure 

motives and heart. 

 

None of this would be possible without Jesus dwelling amongst humanity and sacrificing 

himself once and for all for our sins. 

 

Philip Ryken poignantly articulates that Jesus does not only give us access to God when 

we first believe, but over and over again.  Ryken says, “This is also how we gain access 

to God afterward.  Sometimes as Christians we drift away from God.  We feel 

distant from him.  We no longer have the same sense of access to God in prayer.  We 

find it hard to concentrate on the truth of Scripture.  We are not warm to God in 
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worship.  When this happens, we often feel like we have to work our way back to 

God.  We assume that it is only when we return to worship and start having 

devotions and spending more time in prayer that God will accept us.  We operated 

as if our relationship with God – which started by faith in Christ – must be 

maintained by works.  The truth is that we always have immediate access to God 

through Jesus Christ.” 

 

This truth will change our hearts. We must stop trying to do things so that God will tear 

down the curtain again.  The curtain is gone, but a lot of us keep trying to prove that there 

is something worthwhile inside of us that pleases God.  At our core, we don’t want to 

need Jesus. 

 

But Jesus is the true tabernacle where the Holiness of God resides, and continues to 

dwell.  Therefore, he is all we need—each moment of every day.   Be reminded of the 

access he gives us through his broken body and spilled blood.  When we take communion 

together today, we can experience this in a way that the Israelites could only hope for as 

they stared at the Tabernacle. This bread and wine point to the curtain that has been torn 

and the open arms of a Holy God embracing His beloved people.  If you have never 

experienced this confidence and assurance that Jesus gives, respond to his invitation now.  

Join us.  If you are not ready to respond, then keep exploring the truths of God’s holiness, 

your sin, and the reconciliation His Son, our great High priest, brought. 

 

The worship team is going to come and lead us with music.  You can come take 

communion when you’re ready. The brass tray has wine and the silver one has grape 

juice. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Mike Avink on Sunday morning, November 14, 2010.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel Baptist Church is to be a multiplying 

community that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 


