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Text 
The LORD said to Moses, 

2
 "Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the offering for 

me from each man whose heart prompts him to give. 
3
 These are the offerings you are to receive from them: 

gold, silver and bronze; 
4
 blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 

5
 ram skins dyed red and 

hides of sea cows; acacia wood; 
6
 olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant 

incense; 
7
 and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 

8
 "Then have them 

make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. 
9
 Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings 

exactly like the pattern I will show you. 
10

 "Have them make a chest of acacia wood-- two and a half cubits 

long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. 
11

 Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, 

and make a gold molding around it. 
12

 Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two 

rings on one side and two rings on the other. 
13

 Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with 

gold. 
14

 Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the chest to carry it. 
15

 The poles are to remain in the 

rings of this ark; they are not to be removed. 
16

 Then put in the ark the Testimony, which I will give you. 
17

 

"Make an atonement cover of pure gold-- two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 
18

 And 

make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. 
19

 Make one cherub on one end and the 

second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. 
20

 The 

cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to 

face each other, looking toward the cover. 
21

 Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the 

Testimony, which I will give you. 
22

 There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark 

of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites. 
23

 "Make a table of 

acacia wood-- two cubits long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high. 
24

 Overlay it with pure gold and 

make a gold molding around it. 
25

 Also make around it a rim a handbreadth wide and put a gold molding 

on the rim. 
26

 Make four gold rings for the table and fasten them to the four corners, where the four legs 

are. 
27

 The rings are to be close to the rim to hold the poles used in carrying the table. 
28

 Make the poles of 

acacia wood, overlay them with gold and carry the table with them. 
29

 And make its plates and dishes of 

pure gold, as well as its pitchers and bowls for the pouring out of offerings. 
30

 Put the bread of the 

Presence on this table to be before me at all times. 
31

 "Make a lampstand of pure gold and hammer it out, 

base and shaft; its flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms shall be of one piece with it. 
32

 Six branches are to 

extend from the sides of the lampstand-- three on one side and three on the other. 
33

 Three cups shaped like 

almond flowers with buds and blossoms are to be on one branch, three on the next branch, and the same 

for all six branches extending from the lampstand. 
34

 And on the lampstand there are to be four cups 

shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms. 
35

 One bud shall be under the first pair of branches 

extending from the lampstand, a second bud under the second pair, and a third bud under the third pair-- 

six branches in all. 
36

 The buds and branches shall all be of one piece with the lampstand, hammered out of 

pure gold. 
37

 "Then make its seven lamps and set them up on it so that they light the space in front of it. 
38

 

Its wick trimmers and trays are to be of pure gold. 
39

 A talent of pure gold is to be used for the lampstand 

and all these accessories. 
40

 See that you make them according to the pattern shown you on the mountain. 
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Introduction 
 Good morning, Immanuel!  Do you know what Immanuel means?  It means “God 

with us.”  It’s an amazing biblical theme of God dwelling among his people.  We’ve seen 

it already in the Exodus event in the pillar of cloud and fire that accompanied the 

Israelites, symbolizing God’s presence with them.  Now the rest of the book (ch. 25 on), 

for the most part, is going to be about the construction of the Tabernacle which was a 

portable structure whose main import was that it would more formally represent God’s 

holy presence among his people.  The book ends in chapter 40 with the Tabernacle being 

completed and God’s glory cloud descending upon it at the center of the Israelite camp, 

taking up residence there. 

 I have to be careful today because (1) Mike is preaching next week on ch. 26 and 

the instructions for the making of the Tabernacle itself and I don’t want to steal any of his 

thunder, but (2) also because I’m going to be preaching on the Tabernacle for the next 14 

chapters (with minor detours) and I want to make sure I leave something to say! 

 The overarching theme of this Tabernacle narrative is God dwelling among his 

people… his redeemed people.  It’s a major biblical theme.  That’s going to be a theme 

we’ll have to tease out as we go through this.  The specific angle I want to look at this 

from today as we launch into it, is the Tabernacle as a return to Eden – the original state 

of humanity dwelling with God before fellowship with him was broken and Paradise was 

lost. 

 If we go back and look at Genesis 1 and 2 and realize that Moses was writing this 

account of creation around the same time he was writing of his encounter with Yahweh 

on Mt. Sinai and the Tabernacle instructions you can recognize a lot of Tabernacle 

undertones in the description the Garden of Eden.  For example, in Genesis 2:15 the man 

is put in the Garden “to work it and take care of it.”  Those two verbs – “work” and “take 

care” – could be translated as “worship” and “obey” or “to serve” and “to keep.”  And 

elsewhere these are more cultic words than agricultural.  In other words, they’re words 

used to describe the role of priests (i.e. Nu. 3:7-10).  Adam was to perform a priestly 

function in this sacred, tabernacle-like garden where fellowship with God was enjoyed. 

 We can see this connection in some other comparisons.  In Genesis 1 there is the 

refrain – “and God said” – repeated seven times.  In Exodus 25-31 there’s a similar 

refrain – “and the Lord said” – repeated seven times.  The mention of gold and precious 

jewels connect these two accounts.  Both accounts end with a reference to the Sabbath.  

Then there’s the presence of cherubim guarding the Garden of Eden and cherubim in the 

Most Holy Place of the Tabernacle and on the curtains.  There are many more 

connections.
1
  Ironically, the account of the creation of the Garden of Eden is followed by 

the account of the Fall in Genesis 3 and the account of God’s instructions for the 

Tabernacle is followed by another Fall of sorts – the Golden Calf episode in Exodus 32.  

The parallels can’t be ignored.  The construction of the Tabernacle is a symbolic 

reconstruction of Eden – a place where God and man dwelled together. 

 God initiates this to counter the Fall.  And despite the sin of the Golden Calf we 

read that God insists on still going forward with his plan, to build the Tabernacle; years 

later, in the Promised Land and after many subsequent failures it’s to build the Temple 

(which is just a permanent Tabernacle); after that Temple is destroyed because of Israel’s 

sin we see the divinely sanctioned move to rebuild the Temple; until finally we get to the 

Incarnation, the birth of Christ, and we read in John 1 that God “became flesh and made 
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his dwelling among us” – literally, “he tabernacled among us.”  What is happening here?  

God is architecting a plan to restore humanity and the cosmos to fellowship with him.  

Ever since the Fall, fellowship with God has been broken, life has been lost.  God’s plan 

of redemption has been restorative, to bring us back into relationship where we are 

connected to God, ultimately in Christ. 

 David Martyn Lloyd-Jones once said, “Man has been trying to get back into Eden 

ever since he went out of it.  That is the whole history of civilization.  That is the whole 

meaning of philosophy and all political thought and all the blueprints of utopias at all 

times and in all places – man trying to get back into paradise.”
2
  Restoration rings in our 

rhetoric – the Restoring Honor Rally or the Rally to Restore Sanity.  We all look back to 

a golden age, but the problem is that we often don’t look back far enough.  And we 

somehow think we can orchestrate this project, when in fact all our vain human 

maneuvering just gets us farther away. 

 In short, what we’re going to see from today’s text is just this: God is putting the 

pieces back together.  We’ll be looking at God’s instructions for the Tabernacle piece by 

piece, starting today with the Ark, the Table, and the Lampstand – the furniture of the 

inner chambers.  As we do we’ll see that God is putting the pieces back together. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Hermeneutics 
 First, a word on how we go about interpreting sections of Scripture like this, 

because they’re not immediately obvious.  The surface meaning seems a bit dry and 

boring, inapplicable.  But I think we need to make an interpretative commitment first to 

take the plain meaning of the text and then in elaborating to not get more fanciful than the 

rest of Scripture allows, especially the apostolic tradition found in the NT.  We believe 

that Scripture is its own interpreter; meaning resides in the immediate text and then in it’s 

context within the rest of the canon. 

This will keep us from getting to free and fanciful.  For example, Philo, a 

Hellenized Jewish philosopher from Alexandrian during the 1
st
 century “considered the 

tabernacle to be a representation of the universe, with the seven branches of the 

lampstand as the seven planets, with the four different kinds of material used in its 

construction corresponding to the four elements of earth, water, air and fire, and with the 

precious stones reflecting the signs of the Zodiac.”
3
 

Christian interpreters have also done this.  Believing that all Scripture is God-

breathed and useful for teaching and having a notion that all Scripture is Christ-centered 

want to see Jesus everywhere.  So “the fine linen used in the construction of the 

Tabernacle was a type of the righteousness of Christ, [the] goats’ hair fabric depicted 

Christ as the sin-offering for his people,… the rams skins dyed red symbolised Christ’s 

devotion to death when representing his people as the Head of the sheep…. the gold 

overlay represented his two natures” and on an on.
4
  This is irresponsible. 

At the same time, writes John Mackay, “[while] we would not wish to go so far as 

to find spiritual significance in every item,… the fact that the structure had to be made 

precisely in accordance with the divine instructions gives good grounds for arguing that 

not all the details may be dismissed as incidental.”
5
  So the incense on the altar is not 

merely functional so as to keep away flies!  Jesus is here.  So how do we discern him?  
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We’re safe when we follow the NT authors’ methods and safest when we just stick to the 

specific connections that they made between the elements of the Tabernacle and Jesus.  

So I guess what I’m saying is that we will read these accounts responsibly in their own 

setting, but also through the NT lens and try to avoid specious allegorizing. 

You’ve heard of the little boy in Sunday School whose teacher pointed at a 

picture and said, “What’s that?”  And he was distressed and thought to himself, “I know 

the answer is Jesus… but that really looks like a squirrel…” 

 

Preparations 

 Well, let’s begin looking at Exodus 25.  God has delivered his people from Egypt, 

led them to Sinai, and in ch. 24 he has officially sealed his covenant with them.  Moses 

and the leaders “saw God, and they ate and drank” (24:11).  Then they went home.  And 

chapter 24 ended with Moses going back up the mountain, it says (24:12), to receive the 

tablets of stone – two duplicate copies of the Ten Commandments inscribed by the very 

finger of God.  With other ancient treaties, the mighty king would keep a copy and the 

delivered people would deposit a copy in their temple.  Here since it’s dealing with God, 

God is going to give Moses both copies and he is going to give him instructions for how 

to construct their Tabernacle (portable temple) in which he will dwell and they will 

deposit this Testimony. 

 Isn’t it interesting that, while the blueprint literally comes from heaven, the 

Tabernacle doesn’t?  It’s not like a self-erecting, pop-up tent that God drops from the sky 

and – POOF – there’s a ready-made, ready-to-use Tabernacle.  We’ll see a little later how 

God uses Spirit-filled artisans to construct the tent, but first here in vv. 1-9 we see that 

God incorporates the whole community in the making of the Tabernacle through an 

offering.  “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering” (v. 2a). 

 God is remaking the world… God is remaking the world, but in some sense, he is 

using his people.  We are recipients, but we are not passive.  Now, where did these gold, 

silver, bronze, yarn, linen, goats, rams, oil, spices, stones, etc… come from?  It came 

from Egypt!  Remember: this is a new nation of recent slaves, but “the Lord had made the 

Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and [as the people were leaving] they 

gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians” (12:36).  So this is 

wealth that was produced within the economy of the evil empire of Egypt.  Think about 

that for a moment. 

 But ultimately, this money came from the Lord.  God supplied them with the gold 

from Egypt, God planted and grew the acacia trees.  “It’s like a father who gives his 

children money to buy him a birthday present.  When he opens the gift, he is getting back 

his own.  But the giving of the gift is significant for their relationship.”
6
  It’s all of God, 

really.  He gives the resources.  And he gives the grace to motivate the giving. 

 Notice that this offering is entirely voluntary.  There’s no commandment, no set 

amount.  It says, “You are to receive the offering for me from each man whose heart 

prompts him to give” (v. 2b).  God gives, lavishly, both materially and spiritually, and 

then his people are asked to give back, generously.  Giving is a great indicator of one’s 

state of grace.  When is the last time you’ve felt your heart prompted to give?  Giving is 

talked about also in the NT, but never in terms of a duty.  It’s this principle of voluntary 

giving.  “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 
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or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver,” Paul says to the church in Corinth 

(2Cor. 9:7). 

 Financial giving is still one amazing way that we get to participate, that God uses 

us, to put the pieces back together.  It’s why we collect an offering every Sunday, not to 

guilt people into giving, not to buy blessings, but because we have been blessed and want 

to worship God and we get to freely be part of what he’s doing in this world to put things 

back together through his church, which is the temple of God (cf. Eph. 2:22).  Through 

financial giving we participate in evangelism, discipleship, church planting, international 

missions.  You can give to support ministries that care for prisoners, feed the homeless, 

meet the needs of people in crisis in the name of Christ.  Giving is not a chore, but a great 

privilege for those who have been initiated into a relationship with God by his grace. 

 So this first part is Moses getting instructions about the preparations for the 

Tabernacle – how he was to get the supplies to build it.  “Then,” God says, “have them 

make a sanctuary [a set-apart, holy place] for me, and I will dwell among them.  Make 

this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you” (vv. 8-9). 

 

Ark 
 And then God starts showing Moses the pattern.  He starts with the furnishings, 

the things in the Tabernacle.  Next week we’ll see more about the Tabernacle itself.  And 

he starts with the items the furthest in and over the next few chapters essentially works 

his way out.  The first piece is the ark, not to be confused with Noah’s ark; that’s an 

entirely different word.  This word is an archaic one that simply means ‘box’ or ‘chest’.  

Our best conversion estimates of a cubit puts it at about 3½ feet long by 2¼ feet high and 

wide.  It was to be made of acacia wood (acacia was the prevalent timber in this location; 

cedar would be the ubiquitous wood of the later Temple) and it was to be overlaid with 

pure gold.  I hear there’s a new exhibit at the Field Museum on gold.  So it’s still a sight 

that captivates us today and speaks of beauty. 

 There are details here for rings and poles to be installed on this box, because it 

would have to be transported as the Israelites moved camp frequently.  But the particular 

instructions highlight what we know from other episodes in the Bible (cf. 2Sam. 6:1-7) 

and that is that “you cannot simply walk up to it, pick it up, and move it as you might a 

basket of laundry.”
7
  Such flippancy is lethal.  This is because the full ark set was the 

“supreme post-Sinai symbol of the Presence of Yahweh”
8
 

 Notice that God instructs Moses to have two cherubs made of gold and installed 

on top of the ark.  Cherubs are not chubby, jolly little Hallmark card figures.  In the Bible 

they represent supernatural creatures of foreboding appearance.  There specific job is 

never to go on errands, but to guard the presence of God.  Recall, as I mentioned earlier, 

the cherubim with flaming swords at the entrance to the Garden of Eden after Adam and 

Eve’s expulsion.  Here they sprawl over the ark, wings bracing themselves from above 

and their heads are looking downward.  Even they are not permitted to peer fully into the 

presence of God, but shield themselves and look away. 

 Why?  “The Lord… sits enthroned between the cherubim” (Ps. 99:1).  Moses is 

specifically not told to make an image of God.  The space above the cherubim and ark is 

empty, but God’s presence would fill it.  “There, above the cover between the two 

cherubim that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my 

commands for the Israelites,” God says in v. 22.  And we have accounts of just such a 
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thing happening (cf. Nu. 7:89).  Here heaven and earth meet.  God’s feet that the Israelite 

leaders glimpsed last week rest on the footstool of the Ark of the Covenant.  This was the 

Holy of Holies. 

 So, copies of the Law in an ornate box, fearsome cherubim, the awesome 

presence of God.  What am I leaving out?  The atonement cover; also called a ‘mercy 

seat’, following Tyndale, who followed Luther.  What was this?  It was a gold lid that 

exactly
9
 covered the top of the ark.  What was this for?  It’s very fascinating.  You can 

read about its use in Leviticus 16.  I’ll summarize.  Once a year, on the Day of 

Atonement, the High Priest entered into the Holy of Holies and threw the blood of 

animals on the atonement cover and got out “having made atonement for himself, his 

household and the whole community of Israel” (Lev. 16:17b). 

 Again, let me quote John Mackay – “The position of the atonement cover above 

the tables of the law makes clear that what is being covered is the penalty that is 

demanded for infringements of the sovereign commands of the covenant King.”
10

  Now 

let me quote Philip Ryken – “Thus the location of the blood was significant.  Above it 

was God, in all his holiness.  Underneath was the law that exposed Israel’s sin.  In 

between came the blood of the atoning sacrifice that covered transgression and turned 

away wrath, reconciling the people to God.  The blood on the ark thus provided safety 

from judgment.  When God came down to dwell with his people, he would not see the 

law that they had broken, first of all, but the saving blood of an atoning sacrifice.”
11

  Oh 

wow!  God is making provision here in the Tabernacle for his covenant breaking people 

to still be able to have him dwell in their midst. 

 But of course “it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” 

(Heb. 10:4).  The NT tells us that “when Christ came as high priest… he went through 

the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of 

this creation.  He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered 

the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption” 

(Heb. 9:11-12). 

 When the Greek translation of the OT came out they translated this word for 

atonement cover as hilasterion.  When the NT (which was written in Greek) speaks of the 

inner chamber of the Tabernacle it tells how “above the ark were the cherubim of the 

Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover [hilasterion].”  But it also uses that very same 

word to speak of Jesus.  It says in Romans 3:23-25 – “All have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came 

by Christ Jesus.  God presented him as a [hilasterion].”  Jesus is the Mercy Seat!  Do you 

see how I got that? 

 “Okay, nice exegetical finesse there Nathan, but what does it really have to do 

with life.”  Here’s the thing: God is putting the pieces back together.  The human race 

was originally created to dwell with God.  He walked in the Garden in the cool of the day 

(Gen. 3:8).  But sin, rebellion, choosing to center one’s life on things other than the 

Author of Life, drove a wedge between God and humans, and everything else followed 

suit in falling apart.  We all know this.  Every human knows this world is fallen.  We’re 

all groping to get back.  But we don’t recognize that the primary problem is our sin 

problem. 

 God says, “I’m going to restore the world.  I’m going to remake it and once again 

live with my people in a garden-like setting, full of life.  The Tabernacle will prefigure 
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this, will be a foreshadowing, a preview and foretaste.”  And as he’s giving instructions 

for its assembly the very first thing includes reference to this ‘atonement cover’, this 

place where man’s sin could be covered so that God’s presence could be near.  

Atonement – at-one-ment, separated parties becoming one again.  The true atonement, 

the ultimate reconciliation occurred in Christ – the sinless Son of God taking upon 

himself the sins of the whole world, propitiating God’s wrath, restoring God’s favor. 

We must realize that this is our greatest problem – our sin.  The world says that 

the problem is outside you and the solution is inside of you.  The gospel says the problem 

is inside you, but the solution is outside you.  Listen to every utopian scheme or less 

dramatic lets-make-the-world-a-better-place program.  What’s the problem with the 

world?  Lack of education, the bourgeoisie, negative thoughts, religious fundamentalism, 

secular humanism is the problem.  What’s the solution?  Our rising up to the challenge, 

uniting to overthrow the enemy, pulling ourselves up by our bootstraps, digging deep to 

find the god within to overcome our problem without.  The gospel says the problem is 

deep within you, but God has sent a rescuer from outside to set things right. 

You’ve heard of the newspaper in England that solicited well known thinkers of 

its day to submit essays on what’s wrong with the world, haven’t you?  Several elaborate 

responses were published.  G.K. Chesterton made his answer to the question of what’s 

wrong with the world a simple letter – Dear Sirs, I am.  Sincerely yours, G. K. 

Chesterton.
12

  The solution to the world’s problems must start with a solution to our sin 

that separates us from God.  As the fulfillment of the OT sacrificial system Jesus is, all at 

once, the Lamb that is sacrificed, the Priest that sacrifices, the Hilasterion on which the 

sacrifice is made, the Tabernacle where all of this happens and thus the answer to the 

deepest problem that plagues us as humans. 

 

Table 

 The next item described in the composition of the Tabernacle after the ark is the 

table.  This would go just outside the Holy of Holies in what’s called the Holy Place 

where the priests could enter regularly.  Detailed specs are given also for this piece – 

acacia wood overlayed with pure gold.  It has a lot of similarities to the ark – the furniture 

matches. 

 The table served two purposes.  First, it was where the priests were to store the 

dishes for their other priestly duties which we read about later.  Secondly, it was to hold 

the bread of the Presence.  Verse 30 – “Put the bread of the Presence on this table to be 

before me at all times.”  Now it’s true that in ancient temples food was set out for the 

gods to eat, kind of like leaving cookies for Santa Claus.  That’s not what is going on 

here.  That’s not how Israel was to view their God. 

Leviticus 24 and other places give us more details behind this ritual.  Twelve 

loaves of bread, representing the twelve tribes of Israel, were to be baked every week and 

set out on this table on the Sabbath in two piles.  The old bread was to be eaten by 

Aaron’s sons (perhaps it would be a bit stale, but it was unleavened and remember: they 

were in a dry desert, so it probably wasn’t moldy).  But we see that there’s already a 

symbolic nature to this bread; we don’t have to read symbolism into it.  The 

representatives of the people got to eat weekly in the Lord’s presence a meal of intimacy 

and a reminder of the Lord’s constant provision for them. 
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Just like the Garden of Eden was a place of eating in God’s presence of God’s 

provision, so this Tabernacle has food.  You can’t have fellowship without food, right?  

And so is it any surprise that when Jesus comes along he describes himself as the Bread 

of God/Bread of Life/Bread from Heaven who came down and gives life to the world – 

“He who comes to me,” Jesus says, “will never go hungry” (Jn. 6:32-35).  All of our 

deepest human hungers are satisfied in Jesus.  Fellowship with God is found in eating 

Jesus’ flesh and drinking his blood, spiritually appropriating God’s provision of salvation 

in Christ.  Our sin is atoned for by Jesus, and in Jesus we are provided with satisfying 

nourishment. 

 

Lampstand 

Now to the last item in this chapter…  So think about this: “The Tabernacle of 

God was a tent four layers thick.  Its inner lining was made of fine linen, covered with 

cloth woven from goat’s hair.  These two layers, in turn, were covered with ram skins.  

Over the top went a waterproof tarp made from the thick hides of sea cows.  Imagine how 

dark it must have been underneath all these layers.”
13

  What’s God telling Moses to make 

in vv. 31-40?  A lampstand.  I would have made a terrible engineer or architect.  I simply 

can’t think three-dimensionally.  So it’s hard for me to exactly picture everything being 

described in these verses, but it seems like this would have been a pretty bright 

lightsource. 

Now think back again to Genesis 1.  “Darkness was over the surface of the deep” 

(Gen. 1:2) and what does God do?  He says, “Let there be light.”  Then in the light he 

proceeds to bring about this formed and filled cosmos within which to dwell with his 

people.  This lampstand in the Tabernacle is drawing on this imagery.  “There is to be no 

darkness in the presence of the Creator who has redeemed his people,” says John 

Mackay.  “Just as he gave light to the original creation to bring order into the realm he 

had made (Gen. 1:3-5), so now he provides for light in the miniature representation of the 

realm of his restored fellowship with his people.”
14

 

And what is one of the prominent objects in the Garden Tabernacle that Adam 

served as priest?  The Tree of Life, right?  And what is this lampstand made to look like?  

A tree, with buds and branches!  Again, God is putting the pieces back together in this 

Tabernacle, but ultimately it all comes together in Christ.  Because the NT tells us that 

“in Jesus was life, and that life was the light of men” (Jn. 1:4); light and life linked.  Jesus 

said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life” (Jn. 8:12). 

Listen: our world is full of darkness and death.  You don’t have to live too long to 

figure that out.  But light has come into the world and his name is Jesus Christ.  Don’t get 

me wrong, life with Jesus is not always full of happiness, even though he is the Bread of 

Life, or brightness even though he is the Light of Life.  There’s still much confusion.  But 

to go away from Jesus is to go into the dark.  Looking to Jesus, staying with him is the 

only place where it even begins to make some semblance of sense.  We still await the day 

described at the end of Revelation of the New Creation when fully and finally “the 

dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and be their God” (Rev. 21:3).  In the middle of that 

garden-like city will be the tree of life whose leaves are for the healing of the nations 
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(Rev. 22:2) and “the city [will] not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory 

of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp” (Rev. 21:23). 

 

Conclusion 
 Jesus, you see, not in some cheesy, forced sort of way, but according to the 

apostle’s, in an informed, responsible, biblical-theological sort of way is the Atonement 

Cover, the Bread of Presence, he is the Lampstand.  Our world is broken.  You are 

broken.  But Jesus, through his broken body, has begun to mend things.  Don’t try to put 

yourself back together.  Come to Jesus.  “For God was pleased to have all his fullness 

dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth 

or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross” (Col. 1:20).  

Come to him to find your sins covered, your soul satisfied, your sight restored… 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
May this be our confession: “There is but one God, the Father, from whom all things 

came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all 

things came and through whom we live” (1Cor. 8:6). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 7, 2010.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel Baptist Church is to be a multiplying 

community that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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