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Text 
"See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way and to bring you to the place I have 

prepared. 
21 

Pay attention to him and listen to what he says. Do not rebel against him; he will not forgive 

your rebellion, since my Name is in him. 
22 

If you listen carefully to what he says and do all that I say, I will 

be an enemy to your enemies and will oppose those who oppose you. 
23 

My angel will go ahead of you and 

bring you into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites, and I will 

wipe them out. 
24 

Do not bow down before their gods or worship them or follow their practices. You must 

demolish them and break their sacred stones to pieces. 
25 

Worship the LORD your God, and his blessing 

will be on your food and water. I will take away sickness from among you, 
26 

and none will miscarry or be 

barren in your land. I will give you a full life span. 
27 

"I will send my terror ahead of you and throw into 

confusion every nation you encounter. I will make all your enemies turn their backs and run. 
28 

I will send 

the hornet ahead of you to drive the Hivites, Canaanites and Hittites out of your way. 
29 

But I will not drive 

them out in a single year, because the land would become desolate and the wild animals too numerous for 

you. 
30 

Little by little I will drive them out before you, until you have increased enough to take possession of 

the land. 
31 

"I will establish your borders from the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines, and from the desert 

to the River. I will hand over to you the people who live in the land and you will drive them out before you. 
32 

Do not make a covenant with them or with their gods. 
33 

Do not let them live in your land, or they will 

cause you to sin against me, because the worship of their gods will certainly be a snare to you." 

 

Introduction 
 Last time we were together in the book of Exodus we were talking about our 

planners, setting our schedules.  We saw that God made the calendar and in Exodus 

23:10-19 he placed certain recurring events on his people’s calendars.  He had them 

schedule times to give grace and times to receive grace.  The Christian life is about 

learning to live in rhythm, to exult in monotony.  Much of it is these repeated cycles of 

work and worship, nothing too out of the ordinary. 

 But today we see that life is not to be viewed as merely cyclical.  There’s a 

destination.  We are going somewhere.  History is moving towards something; our 

personal lives are on a course, not a carousel.  The Bible, while endorsing repetition and 

ritual is unmistakably linear, and while championing monotony is not void of the truly 

epic (have you noticed how everything nowadays is ‘epic’?  And so we’ve lost touch 

with what is truly epic). 

 What are the big events on your calendars (both past and future), the defining 

moments and turning points, the upcoming highlight that dominates your thinking and 

living?  I don’t know what it is for you (perhaps a major vacation, a graduation, a 
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wedding, a big game, or simply the weekend), but for Christians it is Christ’s first coming 

and Christ’s second coming.  These are the two massive, imposing events that define us.  

Christ’s incarnation, life, death, resurrection and ascension stand above all else on the 

calendar of human history and his return in glory to consummate the ages looms large on 

the horizon.  Everything is measured by these twin events.  Our lives are situated in this 

story. 

And our personal planning is not oblivious to the impending day of our death and 

appearance before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  We constantly look back to God’s great 

act of redemption in Christ so that we can look forward in hope and confidence to our 

final destiny.  How about you?  Are you figuring these events into your plans?  Or are 

you just living like a mortgage broker in the year 2005, ignoring what’s coming, 

pretending nothing will ever change, living for short term thrills and gains.  Or maybe 

you’re like a liberal or conservative ideologue existing in a constant state of dread at the 

coming crisis you know is around the corner and are deathly afraid of.  Or maybe you’re 

just numb, like Marie Antoinette who said, “Nothing tastes;” there’s dissipating drive as 

you feel yourself floating aimlessly through the Void of the universe. 

I’m not sure where everyone is today, except that I know you’re here and God 

wants us to think together about the point of it all.  What’s the end, the telos?  Is there a 

destination?  What are we headed towards and living for? 

As we dig into this text, remember that one way to read this story of God’s 

dealings with the Israelites is as a – and I don’t usually use this word in describing our 

approach to Scripture, but – an allegory, even though it’s also history; the NT gives us 

permission to read it this way in this instance (i.e. 1Cor. 10, Heb. 4).  The allegory works 

for both the personal and cosmic storylines of salvation.  Personally: God redeems me, 

frees me from slavery to sin and from his judgment through faith in the blood of Christ 

and I’m set on a trajectory toward heaven and the saints’ everlasting rest.  On a grand 

scale: Christ’s sacrifice in history is the ultimate Passover enacting humanity’s greatest 

deliverance and now we await the consummation and entrance into the New Creation.  

The church is the people of God en route to the Promised Land, and the Promised Land is 

nothing less than the remade cosmos that comes with Christ’s return… not the liberation 

from political tyranny, not the right to vote, as inspiring as those stories may be.  We’re 

talking about a story that dwarfs and engulfs all else.  We’re talking about eternal 

realities.  We’re talking about the Story. 

 As we look at what God told the redeemed Israelites today about the Promised 

Land that lay ahead of them, we get some very practical instructions for how we who 

have been redeemed by Christ are to view the New Creation that awaits us.  In short, the 

encouragement we’re going to get is just this: always keep listening and looking ahead 

to Christ. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Who’s Our Trailblazer? 

 Alright, so in the flow of Exodus we’ve seen the Israelites get redeemed from 

Egypt, go through the Red Sea, arrive at Sinai, get the Ten Commandments, and then the 

last section that we just finished up was a list of laws to govern the Israelites lives – how 

to handle personal injury cases and property disputes and the like.  Next week we’ll see 
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this treaty of sorts between Yahweh the Deliverer and Israel the delivered get ratified.  

But just before they sign on the dotted line… in blood… we see something of the 

blessings and curses spelled out for keeping or breaking this covenant.  It’s all very much 

what we’d expect in that setting of ancient suzerain treaties (which we’ve talked about 

before). 

 But also as we’ve seen, this is all part of a larger plan of God.  It’s a conditional 

covenant designed to highlight humanity’s failure (even once they get in the land they 

don’t stay in) and set the stage for Christ, the one and only true covenant keeper who 

bears our covenant curses and secures our eternal blessings by his grace. 

This story of the Israelites also has themes and parallels and foreshadowings that 

point to something of what Jesus accomplished.  This is certainly true of this little snippet 

before us today.  On the surface God is saying he will send an angel ahead of his people 

to lead them into the Promised Land.  But beneath the surface there are hints and pointers 

here to something of even greater significance. 

 First off, who is this angel?  23:20 – “See, I am sending an angel ahead of you.”  

God is sending this angel, so it is a distinct being.  The word angel describes a personal 

being, not just the pillar of cloud or some symbolic object, but a personal being.  This 

angel is to guard the whole nation, indicating he’s a supernatural being, not just a mere 

human like Moses or Joshua. 

So it is a supernatural, personal being that is distinct from God, but if we keep 

reading he is also strangely equal with God.  He is to be followed as their leader.  And the 

people were to “pay attention to him and listen to what he says” (v. 21); the angel had 

authority.  “Do not rebel against him,” God says (v. 21), and this word for “rebel” is 

generally used elsewhere in the OT for opposition to God himself.
1
  Then it says, “He 

will not forgive your rebellion” (v. 21).  Now as Scripture asks rhetorically elsewhere, 

“Who can forgive sins but God alone?” (Mk. 2:7).  These are uniquely divine attributes. 

But there’s even more that seems to identify this distinct, personal being with 

Yahweh himself.  God says of this angel – “My Name is in him.”  God’s Name is 

something special, something more than just a name today.  “It is virtually a synonym for 

God’s effective presence,” writes one OT scholar.
2
  God’s Name is in this angel.  And 

then, v. 22, “If you listen carefully to what he says and do all that I say, I will…”  What 

the angel says is what God says.  So there’s something profound here. 

This is the mysterious ‘angel of the Lord’ who was at the burning bush in ch. 3 

and at the Red Sea in ch. 14 and we’ll see him mentioned again in chs. 32 and 33.  But 

think about this: who is distinct from God, but also God?  Where else do we see this?  

John Mackay writes that “Christian interpreters have generally identified the angel 

mentioned here [in ch. 23] and the angel of the LORD found throughout the Pentateuch 

(Gen. 16:7; 22:11; etc.) as the one phenomenon, which is a temporary pre-incarnate 

appearance of the second person of the Trinity.”
3
  God the Son. 

He has always been with God and is God (Jn. 1:1).  And he is the one, the 

Christian faith confesses, who took on flesh in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.  So this 

angel is a faint preview of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ(!) who is “the radiance of 

God’s glory and the exact representation of his being” (Heb. 1:3).  What Jesus says, God 

says.  In fact, what did the voice from heaven say of Jesus at his baptism and 

transfiguration?  Something very similar to what is said here of this angel – “This is my 

Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him” (Lk. 9:35).  Jesus is the sent One.  And Jesus 
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called people to follow him.  He goes ahead and they are to keep up.  He said he was the 

way (Jn. 14:6). 

 

What’s the Place Prepared for Us? 
 But the way to where, we might ask.  In Exodus 23, this extraordinary angel was 

to bring the Israelites “to the place [that was] prepared” (v. 20), that is to the Promised 

Land.  It was a legendary land “flowing with milk and honey” (3:8).  There they would 

worship God and he would bless them, vv. 25-26, with food and water, no sickness, no 

miscarriages or infertility, with a full and rich lifespan.  Although they did eventually 

enter this prime plot of land it was never quite heaven on earth and it didn’t last long, for 

alas the Israelites were rebels, idolaters, and sinners and God was really just trying to set 

up the great deliverance from sin and the ultimate idyllic place in which to dwell where 

sin is vanquished. 

 Thus we see Jesus using similar language in John 14, talking metaphorically of 

the eternal state as a mansion that would make the Biltmore look like a dollhouse.  He 

said to his disciples, “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would 

have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 

am” (Jn. 14:2-3).  Jesus goes ahead of his people to the place prepared for them and takes 

them there. 

 This place is described in many different texts as an idyllic locale.  It’s heaven, 

but it’s more than heaven.  Heaven has come to insinuate an ethereal, zero-gravity realm 

for souls.  The final hope of the Scriptures is of an eternal, embodied existence in a 

recreated physical environs – the New Creation.  “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no 

mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him” (1Cor. 2:9).  

Language is inadequate to depict this place, but when we get to the end of the NT the 

descriptions are stunning.  No miscarriages and long life is now superseded by no 

miseries whatsoever and eternal life.  “He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There 

will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things [will 

have] passed” (Rev. 21:4).  Heaven comes down and transforms this earth. 

Now I can’t gloss this over: there is unrelenting judgment on the enemies of God 

when the New Creation is ushered in, just like there were in these alarming passages 

describing the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites, and Jebusites being 

wiped out.  “This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing 

fire…  He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our 

Lord Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the 

presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be 

glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed” 

(2Thess. 1:7-10).  The judgment of God is real and terrifying, but the glory, the 

marveling, the bliss, the ecstasy, the felicity, the joy, the rapture that will overtake those 

who have been eagerly awaiting their Savior who previously bore their awful judgment 

on the cross! 

Folks, this is what has been prepared – no more sorrow, no more struggle with 

sin, no more physical pain, no more interpersonal turmoil, unhindered communion with 

God…  And Jesus is the one who goes ahead of his people to guard them along the way 

and to bring them to this place.  He’s the trailblazer, the older brother who cuts a path; he 



5 

is the forerunner.  Hebrews 6:19 – “We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the 

soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a 

forerunner on our behalf” (ESV).  His resurrected body made the mold for others to 

come.  His glorified body that could eat and be touched and recognized but was also 

immortal is the very tip of the iceberg of the New Creation, the head that has peeked out 

of the birth canal.  He’s just one step ahead of his people, but one day he “will transform 

[their] lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body” (Ph. 3:20).  This is the 

“blessed hope” (Tit. 2:13) – a new existence in “a new heaven and a new earth, the home 

of righteousness” (2Pe. 2:13) where God’s people “will be with the Lord forever” 

(1Thess. 4:17). 

 

How Do We Get There? 

 So Jesus is the trailblazer, the one who goes ahead to lead his people to the place 

prepared for them.  And that place prepared for them is the New Creation.  This is the 

grand narrative that Christians live in.  So how can you be sure that you enter the New 

Creation?  Because not everyone will be there, right?  We just saw that the full arrival of 

the New Creation entails the awful judgment of those who did not obey the gospel and 

their exclusion.  ‘Heaven’ is for God’s people, those who have been rescued, who have 

put their trust in what Jesus has done in the past for sinners so that they can put their hope 

in what Jesus will do in the future for sinners.  So to have any hope you have to have put 

your faith in Jesus as your sin-bearing substitute and been a part of the people of God, 

otherwise the end will be dreadfully horrific for you. 

 Now here’s a twist.  Listen up.  Not everyone who claims to have trusted Christ 

and been part of his people will end up enjoying the New Creation.  “Not everyone who 

says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven,” Jesus says (Mt. 7:21).  I want 

you to listen to what 1 Corinthians 10 does with this story of the Israelites: 

 

For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our 

forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the 

sea.  They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.  They 

all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink; for they 

drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was 

Christ.  Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies 

were scattered over the desert.  Now these things occurred as examples to 

keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did…  These things 

happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, 

on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.  So, if you think you are 

standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! (1Cor. 10:1-6, 11-12) 

 

Not everyone who left Egypt made it to the Promised Land.  Let me be as clear as I 

possibly can here: there may be some who are baptized members of this church, who can 

testify to some amazing spiritual experiences in the past, who won’t be there when the 

roll is called up yonder.  “Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest [of the 

New Creation], so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience” (Heb. 

4:11). 
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 The Christian life is a journey, and it doesn’t matter how well you start off; it’s 

how you finish.  Jesus said, “The one who endures to the end will be saved” (Mt. 10:22; 

ESV).  Hebrews 3:14 says, “We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the 

end the confidence we had at first.”  The admonition from this passage is very clear: 

always keep listening and looking ahead to Christ.  Don’t get distracted or 

disinterested.  He’s the one sent ahead of us to bring us to the place prepared.  We must 

pay attention to him and listen to what he says and not rebel against him.  Otherwise, we 

will not end up in the New Creation.  We will not be forgiven that.  The unforgiveable sin 

is to be found not listening and looking ahead to Christ once you get to the end.  Or you 

could put it this way: the eternal sin is to come to the end of your life not trusting Christ, 

purposely resisting the Holy Spirit’s conviction of sin and foolishly denying Jesus’ 

uniqueness as the only qualified sin-bearer (cf. Mk. 3:28-29) and thus trusting in another 

Savior, most likely yourself. 

 So how do we persevere, endure, be “one who overcomes” (see Rev. 2-3)?  How 

can we ensure that we will make it to the end and enjoy the Promised Land?  How can we 

“be careful that none of [us] be found to have fallen short of it” (Heb. 4:1)?  Much can be 

said on this.  How do you always keep listening and looking ahead to Christ?  Well, 

you always keep looking back to Christ (his death and resurrection); the road to the future 

runs through the past.  You always keep putting yourself in places where you will hear 

Christ’s word and be pointed to him.  A lot of it has to do with the rhythms we talked 

about last time of Word and Sacrament ministry.  Community.  Continual repentance.  

There is much to say, but let me just point out three pursuits from this passage to occupy 

yourself with.  These are three specific areas where we must listen carefully to Jesus and 

in so doing our life will stay on the right trajectory – we will be people who continue to 

put their trust in Christ… and in the process we will also find that our lives are filled with 

purpose. 

 

God’s Power 

 First, pursue God’s power in your life.  For the Israelites, in following the angel 

into the land it meant God’s power was going to go before them, even work through them 

to take the land, to drive out the inhabitants, to see victory.  “I will be an enemy to your 

enemies and will oppose those who oppose you” (v. 22).  “I will wipe them out” (v. 23).  

“I will send my terror ahead of you and throw into confusion every nation you encounter.  

I will make all your enemies turn their backs and run.  I will send the hornet ahead of you 

to drive the Hivites, Canaanites and Hittites out of your way” (vv. 27-28).  But look at the 

end of v. 31 – “I will hand over to you the people who live in the land and you will drive 

them out before you.”  Wow!  That must have been cool to see, when it was working that 

way.  God’s power was moving through people to advance his cause.  They were part of 

this; they had a role to play; they weren’t just passive. 

 Okay, now pay attention and listen carefully to Jesus’ words to his followers 

found in the Great Commission: “Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age’” (Mt. 28:18-20).  Times have changed.  We don’t live 

in a theocracy, so the mission is not to make war on the nations, but to make disciples of 
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them.  It’s like warfare.  It’s hard, there’s opposition, it takes courage and determination 

and sacrifice and tactical planning.  But the weapon is the Word and the goal is not death 

and judgment, but life and salvation. 

We are to “be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power” (Eph. 6:10).  “His 

power… is at work within us” (Eph. 3:20) to do great things, seemingly impossible 

things, namely, to see God’s kingdom advance, the lost found, the blind see, the prisoners 

freed, sinners converted, lives changed, churches planted.  If your life is not somehow 

wrapped up with the advance of God’s kingdom, if you’re not dreaming and scheming of 

ways that you can play a part in the evangelization and discipleship of unreached people 

groups around the world and unreached neighbors next door, if you don’t have an interest 

in church multiplication, if you’re not paying close attention to Jesus’ words in the Great 

Commission, you won’t make it to the end trusting him as your Savior.  Because if you 

don’t find it sweet enough to share, the gospel isn’t sweet to you.  And in sharing it, it 

becomes more precious and real to you. 

Do you want a purpose for this life?  Do you want to avoid fizzling out?  

Abandon yourself to the mission and pursue God’s power.  Spectators get cynical and 

critical. 

 

Patience 

 Secondly, pursue patience in your life.  God called his people to a grand Conquest 

by his power, but then said, “But I will not drive them out in a single year, because the 

land would become desolate and the wild animals too numerous for you.  Little by little I 

will drive them out before you, until you have increased enough to take possession of the 

land” (v. 30).  So even the Promised Land wasn’t realized all at once; it was ‘little by 

little’ (cf. Dt. 7:22).  “I will establish your borders from the Red Sea to the Sea of the 

Philistines, and from the desert to the River” (v. 31).  Those are large, expansive 

boundaries.  This was never really fulfilled until the time of Solomon roughly 500 years 

later (cf. 1Kings 4:21), and we know that even then it wasn’t perfect and it didn’t last 

long, because the promise of land was only ultimately a pointer to the New Creation. 

 But this New Creation – massive and expansive and grand as it will be – doesn’t 

come all at once.  The Bible says that “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old 

has gone, the new has come” (2Cor. 5:17)!  But that doesn’t mean that we are 

individually immediately translated to glory.  There’s a life of struggle, of battling the 

slain flesh, making progress in holiness while we await our final glorification, little by 

little. 

And corporately speaking, there’s Jesus’ resurrection – the in-breaking of the 

New Creation – and then… 2,000 years and counting, where the kingdom is advancing 

like yeast through dough and we wait.  Why is he delaying?  He is patient.  And he is 

waiting for his gospel to go into all the world (2Pe. 3:9). 

And we are to learn patience.  Do not grow weary of waiting.  Pay attention and 

listen carefully to Jesus’ words to his followers found Luke 12: “Be dressed ready for 

service and keep your lamps burning, like men waiting for their master to return from a 

wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door 

for him.  It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he 

comes” (Lk. 12:35-37).  We are an instant society with a puny attention span.  Our 
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pursuit is to learn patience, steady, plodding progress because you know deep down that 

anything worth having is worth waiting for. 

 

Purity 

 Finally, the third thing we see here is to pursue purity in your life.  What can I do?  

Waiting around all the time, I get bored.  It seems purposeless.  Are you pursuing God’s 

power for the advance of his kingdom?  That’s not boring.  But we also persevere by 

pursuing purity.  To always keep listening and looking ahead to Christ means to 

always be looking away from idols.  The Israelites were warned: “Do not bow down 

before their gods or worship them or follow their practices.  You must demolish them and 

break their sacred stones to pieces” (v. 24).  Verses 32-33 – “Do not make a covenant 

with them or with their gods.  Do not let them live in your land, or they will cause you to 

sin against me, because the worship of their gods will certainly be a snare to you.”  They 

were to resist syncretism, to preserve distinctions. 

Maintaining doctrinal and ethical purity is an engaging, stimulating effort.  Sadly, 

many Christians don’t pursue purity and end up getting sucked back into the world and 

thereby not entering into the New Creation.  “Demas, because he loved this world, has 

deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica” (2 Tim. 4:10).  Again, the times have changed 

and because we’re not a theocracy we don’t go desecrating the property of other 

religions.  As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, “Though we live in the world, we do not 

wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the 

world.  On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish 

arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we 

take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 

Slipping into worldly pursuits, be they entertainment or workaholism or fame, 

will suck the spiritual life out of you.  You can come home every night and watch sports 

or movies or you could read theology to try to be discerning about what is truth and what 

is error, who is God and therefore who are the counterfeit gods, the idols of our culture 

today.  Are you demolishing arguments?  Are you alert and aware and honing your skills 

at thinking critically and not just going with the flow of an empty world, living in 

pathetic stories, uninterested in the realities of Heaven and Hell.  Try an experiment: 

watch the Bears game today and keep track of the commercials and how each commercial 

was borrowing biblical themes or even language to sell its product or service and think 

through how it is giving you a false gospel. 

 

Conclusion 

 May God keep us from being impotent, impatient, and impure and thereby failing 

to come to the end of our lives trusting wholeheartedly in Christ.  Always keep listening 

and looking ahead to Christ.  I want to “see to it that no one misses the grace of God” 

(Heb. 12:15).  There is a great goal to life – an eternity with the God who made us to 

glorify and enjoy him forever.  I want that to be on your calendar and for you to be 

prepared and moving toward it with expectation?  Don’t miss this!  Stay close to Jesus; 

remember his grace, long for his appearing (2Tim. 4:8). 

 Don’t be sucked in to the vain and hollow philosophies of this world.  I read this 

week of the famous 20
th

 century philosopher Bertrand Russell’s assessment of life based 

on his conviction that “Man is the product of causes which had no prevision of the end 
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they were achieving; that his origin, his growth, his hopes and fears, his loves and his 

beliefs, are but the outcome of accidental collocations of atoms; that no fire, no heroism, 

no intensity of thought and feeling, can preserve an individual life beyond the grave; that 

all the labours of the ages, all the devotion, all the inspiration, all the noonday brightness 

of human genius, are destined to extinction in the vast death of the solar system, and that 

the whole temple of Man’s achievement must inevitably be buried beneath the debris of a 

universe in ruins.”  His conclusion: “Only on the firm foundation of unyielding despair, 

can the soul’s habitation henceforth be safely built.”
4
 

 No!  May you build your life on the firm foundation of unyielding hope.  “Christ 

has indeed been raised from the dead” (1Cor. 15:20).  He has gone ahead of us in to the 

Promised Land and has promised to take us there to be with him.  Put your faith in him, 

today, tomorrow, and for all eternity.  Let us fix our eyes on him and run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us because we know at the end is eternal, 

unimaginable bliss. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 In the meantime, we have foretastes.  The Lord’s Table is one, a mini anticipation 

of the great eschatological banquet that awaits.  As often as we eat this meal we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes again.  It situates us in this grand metanarrative of 

Christ’s first and second comings.  We repent of our sins, our powerlessness, our 

impatience, our impurity, our lack of purpose and come back again to believe that Christ 

is our righteousness.  We are forgiven.  And in the bread and wine we are given 

sustenance to continue our journey of faith.  Repent of your sins and then come in faith 

and feed on him… 

 

Benediction 
To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, 

power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and 

forevermore!  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, October 17, 2010.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel Baptist Church is to be a multiplying community 

that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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