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Text 
"For six years you are to sow your fields and harvest the crops, 

11 
but during the seventh year let the land 

lie unplowed and unused. Then the poor among your people may get food from it, and the wild animals may 

eat what they leave. Do the same with your vineyard and your olive grove. 
12 

"Six days do your work, but on 

the seventh day do not work, so that your ox and your donkey may rest and the slave born in your 

household, and the alien as well, may be refreshed. 
13 

"Be careful to do everything I have said to you. Do 

not invoke the names of other gods; do not let them be heard on your lips. 
14 

"Three times a year you are to 

celebrate a festival to me. 
15 

"Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for seven days eat bread made 

without yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in that month 

you came out of Egypt. "No one is to appear before me empty-handed. 
16 

"Celebrate the Feast of Harvest 

with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field. "Celebrate the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the 

year, when you gather in your crops from the field. 
17 

"Three times a year all the men are to appear before 

the Sovereign LORD. 
18 

"Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice to me along with anything containing yeast. 

"The fat of my festival offerings must not be kept until morning. 
19 

"Bring the best of the firstfruits of your 

soil to the house of the LORD your God. "Do not cook a young goat in its mother's milk. 

 

Introduction 
 God’s Word tells us primarily what he has done to redeem us and then how we 

are to order our lives in light of his redemption. 

In the microcosmic story of the exodus God redeemed his people from bondage in 

Egypt and then set them on course for a new existence in the Promised Land, giving laws 

to govern them.  We looked at the moral law summarized in the Ten Commandments 

over the summer and over the past few weeks we’ve been looking at the specific 

application of that to sundry situations of mid-second millennium B.C. Canaan. 

In the macrocosmic story of redemption enacted in Christ God has freed us from 

the power and penalty of sin by dying in our place and rising from the dead, then giving 

us his Spirit and his Word – the Christocentric, cohesive whole of the OT and NT.  We 

are to live as a new community in this fallen world in anticipation of the new world sure 

to come. 

This is the pattern – God redeems, then he requires.  He frees us, forgives us, 

gives us life, hope, and a future and then trains and equips us to live now finally in 

genuine fellowship with him and out of love for others.  The Christian message is don’t 

try to redeem yourself by doing the duties.  It won’t work.  You will be an exhausted, 

self-absorbed mess.  Instead, learn to receive his grace and then extend it. 
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And for this it’s important that you get a planner, a calendar.  I’m curious: how 

many of you keep a schedule?  How many of you use an electronic calendar of some kind 

– Outlook or something on your phone?  How many of you still use a pen and paper 

planner – Franklin Covey or something else?  My two best inanimate friends that I would 

be utterly lost without are (1) my Bible, and (2) my Franklin Covey. 

Where does this idea come from; that is, keeping track of days and months and 

obligations and meetings?  Purely from a productivity crazed American culture?  Well, 

right from the very beginning in the Bible, we see the universe ordered by days.  God had 

a clear objective on each day – Day 2: make sky; Day 4: make stars… Day 7: rest.  And 

thus began the first work week.  Interestingly, something else we see in that first seven-

day segment of time is God purposefully distinguishing day and night and also setting up 

a system of signs “to mark seasons and days and years” (Gen. 1:14).  God made the 

calendar!  He didn’t create a world and people to just meander along aimlessly and 

fluidly and unorganized.  He made an orderly world.  And set us in it as participants in 

the measured march of time – days, nights, weeks, months, years…  We live in a 

calendrical world, by divine design. 

So now the question is, “How will we use our time?  How will we order our 

days?”  Since the fall, man has assumed that time is his, denying that his life is a gift, 

denying that God is the goal of all proper living in this world that he has made.  And so 

we are either (a) such free spirits that we might be called lazy, living for the immediate 

pleasure of whatever comes our way, or (b) high output fanatics whose schedules are jam 

packed with activities because time is money after all and money is respect, success, 

happiness.  And I could probably massage that out a bit more, but the point is that 

salvation is God interrupting our self-serving and vain plans and ambitions, scheduling 

himself into our lives in a sense and in so doing freeing us from both the pursuit of 

comfort and the pursuit of fame, giving us surer security and goal. 

And when by God’s Spirit we begin to recognize our empty idolatries and see 

what God has done in time to effect our forgiveness and restoration, our hearts are won 

over.  We want to live for him and surrender to his will.  We want to move towards the 

place where all of our life is conceived of as worship toward him.  We seem some 

guidance in today’s text for the Israelites in this regard.  The message is simple and in 

short it’s just this: let the God of grace set your schedule. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Organizing Theme of this Section 
 So God made the calendar in the first place.  He set the pace of the sun and made 

it to mark off hours of the day.  He made the seven day week.  He created the seasons and 

the repetition of years.  That’s all his design – the calendar itself.  And then in this section 

of the Covenant Code where God is telling his people how to live we see him putting 

certain things on the calendar.  Verses 10-19 are talking about calendar events.  God is 

setting their schedule, so to speak. 

Do you see that?  Verses 10-13 deal with the Sabbath principle – one day in seven 

is for regular rest and also one year in seven is set apart.  He’s mapping out their weeks 

and their more long-term plans.  Then vv. 14-19 are dealing with the big events of the 

year, what should be on everyone’s annual agenda.  There are three festivals that they 
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need to write in ink on their planners for every year.  Do you see that?  God is setting his 

people’s schedule. 

So schedule is an organizing theme for this section and so is something else – 

grace.  I’ll unpack this more as we walk through it, but the first section on Sabbatical 

living is, in this particular instance, about scheduling opportunities to show grace to other 

people.  Usually when the Sabbath principle is expounded it’s in the context of our 

relationship to God.  Here it’s used to talk about our relationships with the land and other 

people, particularly the poor or those who could be taken advantage of.  It’s humanitarian 

in nature.  The second section, however, is about scheduling opportunities to remember 

and recognize and receive God’s grace to us.  Whether it’s remembering his special acts 

of deliverance and salvation or his more basic, common acts of giving us food, 

everything we have in this world is a gift of God’s grace and if we don’t stop and take it 

all in we’ll forget and miss this crucial point.  So the latter half is religious in nature.  

First half: humanitarian; second half: religious; both are about calendar and both are 

highlighting grace, which is why I say the main point is: let the God of grace set your 

schedule. 

 

Scheduling to Give Grace 

So let’s look at the first section in a little more detail (vv. 10-13) and think about 

how or if our schedules have intentional time for giving grace to others built in to them.  

“For six years you are to sow you fields and harvest the crops, but during the seventh 

year let the land lie unplowed and unused” (vv. 10-11).  Do you even think seven years 

out?  Do you have anything on your calendar for 2017?  It’s good to live in the moment 

and not presume upon the future (cf. James 4:13-17).  But it’s also good to do a bit of 

advanced planning, to step outside the immediate sometimes and look at the big picture, 

where you’re at, where you’re going, what goals God would have you have. 

But not just that you can meet your own personal goals or desires, rather so that 

your life can be used to meet the needs of others.  How often is that the main item on the 

table when the topics of financial planning and retirement and life insurance is discussed?  

But look at what this seven year schedule was for.  Be prepared to not have a crop on the 

seventh year… “Then the poor among your people may get food from it” (v. 11).  The 

details are a little foggy for us – was the seventh year supposed to be the same for 

everybody everywhere or was it all staggered (which would seem to be the most 

advantageous to the gleaning poor
1
).  But whatever it looked like specifically, there’s no 

debate that this is a mandated seven-year plan for providing for the poor. 

 In looking at Israel’s laws we have to be thoughtful.  Israel was both a nation and 

a religious community.  And so these laws can have application to both politics and 

church life and we have to be discerning and careful.  Since we don’t live in a theocracy 

today (and that’s the way it’s supposed to be) we can’t necessarily say that when the 

Bible says ‘poor’ we are to only think of our fellow Chicagoans that live below the 

poverty line and then try to figure out appropriate public policies to write and support.  

That may be part of it.  But this nation represented the people of God and the ‘Israel of 

God’ today is the church (Gal. 6:16) and so it could also be that the intended takeaway is 

how we care for one another within the body, which I think the majority of the Bible’s 

emphasis on the poor is meant to address.  Galatians 6:10 is a good mandate for 
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Christians – “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially 

to those who belong to the family of believers.”
2
 

 So, for example, do you plan and save so that in your budget you have a “Blessing 

Fund” that you can use to provide for others’ needs, first within the church (someone in 

the Small Group has lost his job), then within the global church (Christians in Pakistan 

devastated by the recent flooding), and yet also for those you know in your family or 

neighborhood who have fallen on hard times.  Do you have a plan in place to do that? 

 Getting a little farther a field of the main topic, let me just do a brief tangent on 

what comes next.  “The poor among your people may get food from it, and the wild 

animals may eat what they leave.  Do the same with your vineyard and your olive grove” 

(v. 11).  Then reducing the scope from years down to days in v. 12 it says, “Six days do 

your work, but on the seventh day do not work, so that your ox and your donkey may 

rest…”  The interesting thing is this – God cares about animals too.  Now again I’m not 

trying to make any comment on environmental policy, except to say that the Bible won’t 

allow anyone to dismiss the whole enterprise of creation care out of hand.  Texts like this 

one seem to indicate that our gracious demeanor needs to extend not just to the human 

race, but to the animal kingdom and the land itself.  It’s foolish to think that it’s possible 

to be kind to people and not be gentle with animals and respectful of the earth, to be just 

taking, taking, taking for self. 

 In the treatment of the weekly calendar in v. 12 where the seventh day is to be a 

day of rest again notice that the purpose is not personal benefit, nor is it even God-

directed (thought that’s the purpose in other passages), but here it’s others-focused.  “So 

that… the slave born in your household, and the alien as well, may be refreshed” (v. 12).  

Whoever has the ability (like masters) is to be sure to enforce this schedule so that other 

people can have a break and catch their breath.  It’s a way of showing grace, ‘refreshing’ 

others.  Your schedule is supposed to be designed to bring refreshment to other people. 

 Verse 13 is an interjection accentuating the importance of their sticking to this 

schedule.  They must be utterly distinct from the nations around them, just as Christians 

must be different from the world around them today.  We must be people who use our 

time to serve, not just to seek comfort or self-promotion in service of the idols of our day. 

 Now is everybody out there bad?  Because there are many people today who are 

commendable public servants and give much of their time, talents, and treasures away in 

service to the poor or disabled or others less fortunate… and they’re not Christians.  What 

does the Bible make of that?  Well, for that we can all be grateful; their good deeds are 

manifestations of God’s common grace to keep society from utterly imploding.  But at 

the end of the day if someone’s service doesn’t come out of the root of a relationship with 

God based on his grace to them, then it’s not truly an act of grace to others.  There’s some 

form of dividend paid in return – recognition, psychological reduction of guilt, moral 

credibility that allows one to judge others, or even simply a good feeling that appears to 

be benign but in the end will be used to justify oneself before God, which is in fact the 

greatest sin against God, because it denigrates his grace. 

 A true Christian, you see, is someone who not only repents of her bad deeds, but 

also of her ‘good deeds’.  She stands before God not trusting in her merit one whit, but 

solely on Christ’s.  So we have to throw out our completed to do lists and full calendars 

entirely as a means of feeling important or unimportant.  We have to get rid of our 
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resume or planner in the realm of our standing before God and rely solely on his grace to 

us in Jesus. 

 But then in gratitude for that grace, not in an attempt to pay back the grace, but 

simply filled with grace we are told to pick the calendar back up as a tool for our 

channeling our newfound desire to extend grace to other people.  So, if you’re a Christian 

(saved by grace, freed from guilt, released from the tyranny of the itinerary to perform), 

do you have a calendar and are you intentional to build into it opportunities to show grace 

to other people?   Because if you don’t schedule it, it generally won’t happen. 

 Do you sit down and say, “Here’s my month ahead.  How can I [or we if you’re 

married] utilize this time best to serve and care for others?”  What’s on your calendar 

coming up that’s not just fun things for you to do to entertain yourself?  Have you called 

up a friend who you know is struggling and scheduled a time to have lunch together?  If 

you’re burden is homeless ministry, have you contacted the Pacific Garden Mission and 

asked when you could volunteer and put it on your calendar?  If your thing is hospitality, 

that’s how God has wired and gifted and equipped you, then do you have nights booked 

this month where you’re having people over – newcomers to church to get to know them 

better, neighbors who just moved in on the block, those in the community who appear 

lonely).  If part of your service to the world is writing, have you blocked off time to make 

it happen?  If you are gifted and excited about kids, have you made plans to babysit for a 

couple in the church?  Or if it’s the elderly, do you have some nights set aside to go to the 

Senior Citizen apartments on Racine and 17
th

 and play checkers with the old people 

there?  If it’s immigrants, have you set up a night of the week to go be a conversation 

partner at the Poder institute in Pilsen?  If you’re concerned for the environment, what 

dates coming up are people getting together to clean the Chicago River?  Andrea and I 

have to sit down once a week and sync our calendars and figure out what times we can 

invite certain people to go do things, not just because we enjoy their company, but 

because we want to bless them. 

 Some of you are probably thinking, “I don’t have time!”  And I’m not saying you 

do all those things I just mentioned.  I’m saying you find the ways God has made you to 

serve and you find time on your calendar to do those things.  Those are just samples.  

“But I don’t even set my schedule; you don’t understand; my boss does!  I’m working 50 

hours a week at the office!”  But don’t you realize that God gave you that job?  “Six days 

do your work…”  The biggest chunk of our schedule should be our work, our primary 

vocations.  Do you see that as a means to serve others?  Or are you cranky about work?  

Toby, do you strive to succeed at work just to meet personal goals, make money, or get 

recognized in the company?  Or are you in it to provide a helpful financial product of life 

insurance for people that will give them security and safety when they’re older or when 

they’re grieving?  Phil, do you bust your hump to clean carpets merely so that you can 

feed your wife and children (which is serving them), or do you also go out each day to 

improve the quality of life for customers and help them live in a clean house?  Students, 

do you go to class to get good grades and keep your parents happy or get a good job later 

that provides status or money OR are you diligently preparing now for a life of learning 

in service to society later in your field?  Our jobs are our primary ways of serving others. 

 So the first thing to see from this is that we are to maintain calendars so that we 

can schedule service.  We should want to use our time well so as to maximize the greatest 

benefit we can give to others.  We should be deliberate about scheduling opportunities to 
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refresh and bless and show grace to other people.  And when you have a calendar you can 

also use it to look back and evaluate how you’ve done this well in the past so as to better 

plan for the future.  Having a planner is indispensable to loving other people.  

Spontaneity is good, but spontaneity is only spontaneity if it happens within the regularly 

scheduled programming. 

 

Scheduling to Receive Grace 
But how will scheduling others into your calendar not turn your life into a to-do 

list?  And people into projects?  How can you avoid slipping into works righteousness or 

just being stressed out?  This is where the second half comes in.  Just as we are to 

schedule times to give grace, so we must schedule times to receive grace.  That’s what 

these annual festivals were.  “Three times a year you are to celebrate a festival to me” (v. 

14).  So there was supposed to be three (later on we see there are additional important 

dates the Israelites were supposed to have on their calendars like the Feast of Trumpets 

and the Day of Atonement; Lev. 23), but here are three annual pilgrimage festivals to 

celebrate what God has done for them.  “Three times a year all the men are to appear 

before the Sovereign Lord,” it says in v. 17.
3
 

First there was the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  It happened in the spring at the 

barley harvest, but is forever connected with the Passover and the time of year that the 

Israelites left Egypt.  Every year in the month of Abib/Nisan they were to pause and 

remember God’s great, defining act of grace to spare them his judgment and deliver them 

from bondage. 

Then there was the Feast of Harvest, also known as the Feast of Weeks in other 

places in the OT or Pentecost in the NT.  It was held 7 weeks or 50 days after the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread during early summer at the wheat harvest.  The firstfruits of the crop 

were to be brought as an offering of praise.  It was a way of recognizing that all the yield 

of the land was a grace, a gift from God.  They were to take the first stuff to the soon to 

be constructed Tabernacle and give it as an offering before God in joy and faith in God’s 

provision. 

Third, the Feast of Ingathering, also known as the Feast of Tabernacles or Booths, 

occurred in the autumn when orchard and vineyard produce was gathered.  This was like 

our Thanksgiving in the fall.  And the sukkot or booths were reminders of how the 

Israelites lived in tents in the desert following their deliverance from Egypt before their 

entrance to the Land.  They would drop whatever they were doing and travel to wherever 

the Tabernacle was and celebrate for several days.
4
  Again, it was a set-aside time in the 

calendar for remembering God’s grace. 

Verses 18-19 seem like random laws just thrown in here because there was 

nowhere else to put them.  But they are related.  Over the 8 day period of the Feast of the 

Ingathering, we learn from other places, that 192 animal sacrifices were made!
5
  Not 

offering the blood of the sacrifice along with yeast and not failing to burn up all the fat 

was a way of saying not to skimp here; take these festivals and their symbolism seriously.  

Yeast represented corruption.  Burnt offerings were to be burnt all the way without 

leaving some good parts to nibble on later.  And when you bring the firstfruits, bring the 

truly best; don’t just go through the motions. 

The final piece about not cooking a kid in its mother’s milk has seemed 

completely random and inexplicable to many people.  One commentator calls it “a 
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garbled piece of irrelevance.”
6
  Of course, Jewish dietary laws have interpreted this as 

prohibiting the mixing of dairy products like cheese together with meat, which is why I 

was sorely disappointed when I tried to order a cheeseburger at a Burger King in 

Jerusalem and couldn’t.  [They didn’t have bacon cheeseburgers either.]  It is a bit 

indecipherable, but I think it does two things: (1) it reminds us that cruelty to animals is 

unacceptable (as we saw earlier), but (2) due to a scrap of Ugaritic found in the 1930s 

most likely describing something like this we can probably deduce that this is another 

injunction for the Israelites to remain distinct from the practices of the nations around 

them.  In your religious festivals don’t do the weird things that the Canaanites do. 

But you see that the main here is that they were to have regularly scheduled times 

built into their calendars where they just reveled in God’s grace, where they were 

reminded of his great acts on their behalf in history, and where they had a chance to 

remember that everything they enjoyed in the present was from God’s hand.  They 

worshipped him.  They feasted and fasted.  And they let this story of God’s grace form 

their community and distinguish them from the world around them.  Clearly, God people 

were to live within a structured community that both gives and receives grace.  The same 

remains true today. 

We often want to get away from our planners and not be tied down, thinking 

obligations and commitments are somehow a straightjacket that inhibits love.  We 

rationalize this with our popular picture of Jesus as a first-century, sandal-wearing hippie.  

Jesus, we think, just kind of floated wherever the Spirit directed him, he never had a 

calendar.  Yes he did!  How do I know?  Well, he was always at the appointed feasts each 

year.  He knew what month it was and when he had to start heading out to get to 

Jerusalem in time for Passover.  So many of his great miracles and teachings that we have 

recorded for us occurred in Jerusalem while he was there for these feasts (i.e. Jn. 7:37). 

And these feasts provide such rich backdrops for his ultimate act of grace.  We’ve 

looked at this before in Exodus, but Jesus’ death was intentionally meant to coincide with 

Passover.  He was dying as the Passover Lamb to enact the final and greatest redemption.  

Now we celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread by sweeping our lives free of the sin 

that has settled in the crannies of our hearts (cf. 1Cor. 5:7-8).  Jesus’ resurrected body is 

“the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep,” 1 Cor. 15:20 says.  We know we will be 

raised from the dead, “each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, 

those who belong to him” (1Cor. 15:23).  The Feast of Harvest gives us a picture of that.  

And the festal joy of the Ingathering is fulfilled after the Great Day of Atonement when 

Christ paid for our sins and as we drink from the Living Water (Jn. 7:37ff) and enjoy his 

presence. 

You may wonder why we don’t still celebrate these feasts and follow the Jewish 

calendar.  Well because as Col. 2:17 says, “These are a shadow of the things that were to 

come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.”  They are all pointing to Christ.  Now 

Christ has come.  But the principle remains that we still need days and seasons built into 

our calendar that direct our hearts to God’s grace toward us in Christ.  Particular 

calendars, like those of different Christian traditions, can be helpful, but are optional.  

Most churches have at the bare minimum traditions for Christmas or Advent and Easter 

or Holy Week – times to annually ponder the Incarnation and Passion of our Lord. 

But what is not optional in the NT, and therefore the clearest application of this 

principle of scheduling to receive grace, is the weekly rhythm of Lord’s Day gatherings 
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to hear Christ proclaimed and to celebrate around the Lord’s Table.  Every first day of the 

week is blocked off on our calendars to not perform a religious duty, but to be reminded 

again of God’s grace, to feast on his grace together.  We should be admonished to take 

this seriously and not skimp, to not come late and leave early, to prepare for these days 

by sleeping well the night before, and coming expectantly, prayerfully, prioritizing this 

day on our calendars above recreation and entertainment, otherwise our souls will shrivel 

up and die.  We will not be fed by God’s grace in order to extend it to others and will end 

up just living like the rest of the world for our own puny pleasures. 

And Sunday services are to be different than worldly enterprises.  No other god’s 

names on our lips – we speak an ancient vocabulary of faith not faddish-ness.  No boiling 

of baby goats in their mother’s milk – we eschew the bizarre practices of the culture 

around us.  No glam and glitz, no latest and greatest.  It’s just Word and Sacrament 

ministry – a basic liturgy of song, Scripture, praying, preaching, and communion in 

community.  Doing what our fathers and mothers in the faith have done for ages past.  

It’s something historic and set apart. 

 

The Benefit of Rhythm 
 This may seem so unflashy, so monotonous, so unbeneficial, this living by the 

calendar, week in and week out, year in and year out going through the same motions – 

Word and Sacrament ministry every Sunday.  We get jittery.  I came across an insightful 

interchange in C.S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters recently.  In case you don’t know, this is an 

imaginative dialogue between a senior devil and a junior devil discussing their strategies 

for tempting a Christian.  So in this perspective God is the Enemy.  Listen to this advice 

from one devil to another: 

 

The horror of the Same Old Thing is one of the most valuable 

passions we have produced in the human heart—an endless source of 

heresies in religion, folly in counsel, infidelity in marriage, and 

inconstancy in friendship. 

The humans live in time, and experience reality successively. 

To experience much of it, therefore, they must experience many 

different things; in other words, they must experience change. 

And since they need change, the Enemy (being a hedonist at heart) 

has made change pleasurable to them, just as He has made eating 

Pleasurable. 

But since He does not wish them to make change, any more than 

eating, an end in itself, He has balanced the love of change in them by a 

love of permanence. 

He has contrived to gratify both tastes together on the very world 

He has made, by that union of change and permanence which we call 

Rhythm. 

He gives them the seasons, each season different yet every year the 

same, so that spring is always felt as a novelty yet always as the 

recurrence of an immemorial theme.
7
 

 



9 

And he goes on to describe with clever insight how they must twist people desires into “a 

demand for absolute novelty.” 

One of Lewis’ friends, G.K. Chesterton, muses on this theme as well.  He says: 

 

A child kicks his legs rhythmically through excess, not absence, of 

life. 

Because children have abounding vitality, because they are in spirit 

fierce and free, therefore they want things repeated and unchanged. They 

always say, “Do it again”; and the grown-up person does it again until he 

is nearly dead. For grown-up people are not strong enough to exult in 

monotony. 

But perhaps God is strong enough to exult in monotony. 

It is possible that God says every morning, “Do it again” to the sun: and 

every evening, “Do it again” to the moon. 

It may not be automatic necessity that makes all daisies alike; it 

may be that God makes every daisy separately, but has never got tired of 

making them. 

It may be that He has the eternal appetite of infancy; for we have 

sinned and grown old, and our Father is younger than we. 

The repetition in Nature may not be a mere recurrence; it may be a 

theatrical encore.
8
 

 

 By God’s grace, may we learn to exult in monotony.  Our great means of change 

in our life whereby we develop the deep virtues of loyalty, contentedness, commitment, 

integrity, perseverance, joy, faith, hope, and love come through the long-term repetition 

of receiving God’s grace.  As we rhythmically do this we are turned outward to be 

gracious with others and renewed ourselves and refreshed in this pursuit.  Brothers and 

sisters: let the God of grace set your schedule. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
In “the fullness of time… God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” 

(Gal. 4:4-5; ESV).  Our redemption has happened.  For those who have put their faith in 

Jesus you are fully accepted and loved not based on your works for God but God’s great 

work for you in Christ.  He wants to say to us today, “I have redeemed you; you are 

mine; I have set my grace upon you.” 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 11:23 – “For I received from the Lord what I also 

passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in 

remembrance of me.’  In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’  

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 

he comes.”  As we await his final coming let us eat, drink, and remember his first coming 

and death on our behalf securing our eternal future. 
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Benediction 
“Through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures, may we have hope” (Rom. 

15:4). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, October 3, 2010.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The mission of Immanuel Baptist Church is to be a multiplying community 

that enjoys and proclaims the Good News of Christ in the great city of Chicago. 
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