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Introduction 
 We’re nearing the end of summer.  Can you believe it?  We’ve methodically 

walked through the Ten Commandments one-by-one this summer in the course of our 

larger journey through the book of Exodus.  By the way, why do we give pride of place to 

preaching?  And not just preaching, but preaching through books of the Bible section-by-

section, sometimes verse-by-verse?  Because I’m not very creative.  And it’s probably 

better that way because you don’t really want to hear what some clever communicator 

has conjured up.  You really want to hear what God has to say.  And we believe that what 

Scripture says, God says.  And we trust that when Scripture is opened up and explained it 

will authenticate itself to people as indeed the Word of God and do something 

quantitatively more and qualitatively superior to what anything else could produce. 

 So, nothing fancy here.  Just plodding our way through the Bible.  A danger in 

going slowly is that we can miss the forest for the trees.  So let me remind us of where we 

are in the flow of Exodus.  Would that be helpful?  The book of Exodus so far has been 

about how God is a God who promises and delivers.  He protected and multiplied his 

covenant people in Egypt during what may have looked like a long time with nothing 

happening.  But when his people became enslaved and began to cry out to him for rescue, 

he swooped in and seized the opportunity to demonstrate what kind of God he is.  He is a 

God who delivers. 

The dramatic plagues sent on the recalcitrant Egyptians showed that he alone is 

the one true God; worshipping another only leads to the unraveling of life and finally the 

judgment of death.  But there is a way of redemption, through the death of a substitute, as 

we saw in the passing over incident where the blood of a lamb was posted on the 

doorframe thus exempting those within from God’s judgment.  This was a graphic 

foreshadowing of Jesus’ death on a cross and how deliverance is ultimately 

accomplished. 

 This event – the 10
th

 plague, the passing over – led to the freedom of the 

Israelites.  They now had a new life and a course set for the land God had promised to 

them.  Their journey is illustrative of the life of a believer.  You escape God’s judgment 
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and become free and rich in an instant, but it takes a lifetime of learning how to live in 

this new reality, like a street kid adopted by new parents but still stuffing food in his 

pockets at the dinner table cause he’s not certain he’ll have another meal.  It takes time to 

adapt to our new identity.  We call this process of developing in practice into who we are 

on paper sanctification, growth, change, transformation, discipleship…  And it’s a 

process.  And we’ve already seen lots of aspects of this process in the Israelites’ exodus 

through the Red Sea and their wilderness wanderings. 

 Well not too long into their journey, three months to be precise, the Israelites 

arrived at Sinai.  This is a major development and represents a major aspect of the 

Christian life.  Here God gives his people ‘the Law’.  Now it’s a bit of a complex issue.  

In one sense he entered into a covenant with the Israelites that demanded complete 

obedience knowing full well that they couldn’t keep up their end of the agreement as part 

of his overarching master plan to prepare them for Christ and their ultimate salvation.  

But in another sense, these expectations were given to the Israelites in light of their 

paradigmatic salvation from Egypt as a guide for living in relationship with the one who 

rescued them.  These two angles are essentially what we’ve been referring to as the 

second and third uses of the law. 

 A Christian is someone who recognizes God’s demands for perfection and 

recognizes his complete inability to save himself by his obedience and cries out to God 

for deliverance.  Simply by faith in Christ, God’s wrath is averted, Jesus’ righteousness is 

credited, the Spirit is given, a sure hope for eternal life is received…  Then the law is 

given to guide a life of gratitude; things to do not to be saved, but because you are saved. 

 Enter the Ten Commandments – a summary list of God’s expectations for his 

redeemed people.  “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 

land of slavery, therefore…”  And then the first commandment, which is really the main 

one.  If you get it you get them all.  And it is: keep finding your source of 

identity/security/status/deliverance in ME.  No other gods!  See: you don’t break any of 

the other commandments unless you first slip back into worshipping false gods.  “Keep 

letting me be your Savior,” God says and so God keeps bringing test and we keep using 

the law as a mirror to show up areas of our life where we are sinful and instead of trying 

to self-atone we repent and believe the gospel that Christ died for my sins and gives me 

his righteousness and we worship God. 

 Commandments 2, 3, and 4 show us something of how we love God.  

Commandments 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 (the ‘Second Table’) show us how we love others.  

Remember: all the Law hangs on these two pegs – love of God and love of neighbor.  

Continually needing and letting God be our sole Savior fuels our love for him and frees 

us to love others.  G.C. Berkouwer said, “In his faith each [Christian] has all the 

possession he requires and can therefore freely and lovingly devote his entire life to the 

service of his fellowman.”
1
  This is what we’ve been talking about the last few weeks: 

how to love others… in structures… in service… in sex… today in money. 

 But before we get there, perhaps one more illustration, this one from a 

contemporary pastor in England, would help to really clarify this relationship between 

salvation and law.  Why do I do acts of service for my wife every day?  “It’s not because 

I need to make her mine.  She’s already my wife, just as Christ is already my bridegroom.  

It’s not because I need to make sure she won’t leave me.  She’s committed herself to me 

with the covenant promises of marriage, just as Christ has committed himself to me with 
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covenant promises.  It’s not even so she’ll treat me well.  She often treats me well even 

when I treat her badly, just as Christ is always gracious toward me even when I don’t 

deserve it.  No, I try to please my wife because I love her and because she loves me.  I 

delight in delighting her.  So it is with Christ.  Christ is our lover, our partner, and our 

bridegroom, and so we live for him, want to please him, and do what he asks.  The more 

my wife loves me, the more I find myself loving her.  Christ has loved me with infinite 

love, giving himself for me on the cross.  He loved me when I was unlovely….  And so I 

love him and live for him.”
2
 

 This is the way Christianity works.  We’re not here to find out what we have to do 

to be good enough or to hear that we are good enough in ourselves.  We’re talking about 

a God who alone is good and out of his goodness comes down and loves and redeems and 

changes people through a relationship with himself based on grace.  As we go through 

this 8
th

 commandment today, may we come to love him more and learn more of how we 

can love others with this love that we have been loved with.  In short, what we’re going 

to see today is just this: love gives generously. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Text 
 Okay, let’s look at Exodus 20:15 – “You shall not steal.”  The Hebrew word here 

is ganaf and it means literally ‘to carry something away’.  Thus the term ‘to lift’ 

something.  I think we all know what is being talked about here. 

 So let’s run it through our grid we’ve been using the past couple weeks: the first, 

second, and third uses of the law and within the second use we will apply the category, 

inside-out, and flip-side principles. 

 

First Use of the Eighth Commandment 
 Can you remember the first time you stole something?  I have several childhood 

memories of theft.  I took some stickers from another kid’s house once and couldn’t sleep 

that night.  I also distinctly remember trying to hide extra crackers under my bowl in the 

cafeteria line at school.  And there are others.  You have them too, I’m sure.  How did it 

feel?  Maybe a bit exhilarating, but also I think there was a gnawing sense that you had 

done something wrong.  Am I right? 

 We know that stealing is bad.  Stealing is bad for several reasons, but one is that it 

pulls the rug out from underneath societal stability.  Think about how much our society is 

predicated upon the understanding that you don’t just take what’s not yours.  You don’t 

leave a restaurant without paying the bill.  You don’t just grab stuff off the shelves at 

Whole Foods and walk out.  In neighborhoods where theft is prevalent, businesses don’t 

go there.  And if businesses don’t go there, neither do jobs, and if there are no jobs, those 

who can move out, property values decrease, schools decay, and a whole cycle of social 

ills ensues.  Incidentally I read this week that product prices already have what’s called a 

‘theft surcharge’ built in to account for theft at all stages of production, sometimes as 

much as 1/3 of the product’s price.  Isn’t that crazy? 

But think about what life would be like if you couldn’t expect to come home and 

have your furniture in your house.  This is the ‘first use of the law’, the civil use.  It says 

that promoting and enforcing this law is beneficial for the common good.  One 
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commentator put it succinctly: “When theft is prevalent or unpunished, the life of the 

community is disrupted.”
3
 

 One interesting thing to note here: this prohibition against stealing presupposes 

some form of private property, does it not?  Another commentator notes: “Clearly the 

Israelites have some notion of ownership and rightful property for such a command to 

make sense.”
4
  Really chapters 21-22 are further elaborations on this principle of the 

protection of private property.  I’m no economist, but I do think that history has proven 

that for there to be wide-scale human flourishing there needs to be an economic system 

based on private property rights. 

 

Second Use of the Eighth Commandment 
 But again I’m not an economist, I’m a pastor and so let’s move on to the ‘second 

use of the law’ and more toward how this commandment affects our souls.  Do you hear 

this expectation of God’s and think, “Oh yeah, I’ve got that down.  I’m not a robber.  I’m 

doing pretty good there, God.” 

 

Category Principle 

 Well, what’s the ‘category principle’ have to say?  You will recall that the 

‘category principle’ states that when one vice is mentioned all those within that class or 

of that type are intended to also be outlawed.  One person has tried to show us a little bit 

of how this works with the 8
th

 commandment: 

 

Ganaf – stealing – covers all conventional types of theft: burglary 

(breaking into a home or building to commit theft); robbery (taking 

property directly from another using violence or intimidation); larceny 

(taking something without permission and not returning it); hijacking 

(using force to take goods in transit or seizing control of a bus, truck, 

plane, etc.); shoplifting (taking items from a store during business hours 

without paying for them); and pickpocketing and purse-snatching.  The 

term ganaf also covers a wide range of exotic and complex thefts… [such 

as] embezzlement (the fraudulent taking of money or other goods 

entrusted to one’s care).  There is extortion (getting money from someone 

by means of threats or misuses of authority), and racketeering (obtaining 

money by any illegal means).
5
 

 

That’s helpful.  Theft is not just a crime in the hood.  It’s just as much a white 

collar crime.  Think of Bernie Madoff the jailed investment adviser, who has to have the 

most ironic name because think about it – he ‘made off’ with everyone’s money in the 

largest Ponzi scheme in history.  Martin Luther called certain people of his day 

“gentlemen swindlers or big operators.  Far from being picklocks and sneak-thieves who 

loot a cash box, they sit in office chairs and are called great lords and honorable, good 

citizens, and yet with a great show of legality they rob and steal.”
6
 

But there are dozens of other activities that could fall into this category, violations 

rampant among even the hard-working middle class.  Fraud doesn’t always make CNN; it 

can be minor – posting something on Craig’s List to sell and not being completely honest 

about its condition or abilities.  What about piracy?  Have you ever downloaded songs or 
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movies or TV shows illegally?  And how many of you would if you knew how?  Ever 

taken a towel from a hotel?  How about this one – ever underworked at the job?  One of 

you tells me that people in the office have mirrors on their computer screens to see when 

the boss is coming.  That’s essentially stealing time (and thus money) from your 

company. 

My point is: it’s a really big category (i.e. Lev. 19:13).  When we step back and 

look at the whole category, there’s stuff to prosecute all of us for. 

 

Inside-out Principle 

 But as we’ve seen before, God’s file on us includes not just our acts but our 

thoughts.  This is the ‘inside-out principle’.  I’m not going to spend too much time here 

because the inside-out interpretation of the 8
th

 commandment is essentially the 10
th

 

commandment – “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods.”  Do you desire to have 

what other people have and secretly wish you had it instead of them?  That’s just the 

same as pinching it.  We’re talking here about greed and materialism; keeping up with (or 

overtaking) the Joneses. 

 

Flip-side Principle 

But now let’s think for a bit about the flip-side principle.  What is God really 

getting at when he forbids stealing your neighbor’s stuff?  Put positively, God is 

commanding that we are to, instead of taking, give!  And this makes sense because this is 

all over the Bible, right?  Right in the Pentateuch, Deuteronomy 15:10 – “Give 

generously to [your needy brother] and do so without a grudging heart.”  Jesus said, 

“Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not 

demand it back” (Lk. 6:30). 

Okay, the command to give is in the Bible, but is that really what this command 

against stealing is getting at?  Look at Ephesians 4:28!  This is really clear.  It says, “He 

who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with 

his own hands, [so] that he may have something to share with those in need.”  Don’t 

steal.  Rather, give; work honestly so that you can have something to share with those 

who need it.  It’s not enough to not be a burglar.  Are you a benefactor? 

“The commandments, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ 

‘Do not covet,’ and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this 

one rule: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’” (Rom. 13:9).  So don’t steal from your 

neighbor really means love your neighbor with your money, right?  “The food thief 

makes others go hungry,” writes Douglas Stuart; “the work animal thief interrupts 

farming; the kidnapper tears apart a family; the clothing thief makes another suffer from 

the sun or the cold.”
7
  It is not loving.  The loving thing to do is to feed the hungry and 

clothe the naked.  Love gives generously. 

Calvin says that substituting for a sincere affection an eagerness to deceive or 

injure our neighbors in any way, is to be regarded as theft…”
8
  So turning it inside-out 

after we’ve flipped it around we see that we are mandated to have a sincere affection for 

people.  Does your heart break for the less fortunate?  Do you well up with compassion 

for those in need?  Or is your heart closed?  “It’s really their own fault.  They’re lazy.  I 

can’t be bothered right now because I have important things to do.”  Do have a soft heart 

for those undergoing material suffering? 
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But, here’s the thing: it can’t just be internal.  The feelings of compassion must be 

translated into acts of charity.  James 2:15-16 – “Suppose a brother or sister is without 

clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish you well; keep warm and 

well fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?’”  Having good 

intentions is not good enough.  Feeling your heart strings tugged on is not enough.  What 

do you do tangibly to help those in need?  What was the flip-side of Zacchaeus’ life once 

he met Jesus and had a personal encounter with his grace and then stopped ripping people 

off in his profession of tax collector?  Did he just determine to make everything even?  

No, he gives half his possessions to the poor and pays back four times the amount he 

cheated people (Lk. 19:8)! 

So you’re saying I have to give half of my income away to charity; is that the 

required number?  No, that’s not what I’m saying at all.  There’s no magic number.  That 

misses the point.  The point is to look at your finances and see how you spend your 

money (and if you have no way of looking at how you spend your money, i.e. a budget 

where you keep close tabs on income and expenses, that’s a bad sign already), but look at 

your records and ask, “Do I spend my money on myself?”  Where are my priorities?  Are 

my resources largely funneled into this agenda of attaining the kind of life I want for 

myself – comfort, status, toys, gadgets, vacations I feel I deserve?  Or is it geared toward 

meeting the needs of my family and positioning myself in the most strategic way so as to 

live for the kingdom of God and not the American Dream? 

 The fourth-century preacher, John Chrysostom, pastored a wealthy congregation 

in Constantinople.  Listen to the words of one of his sermons: 

 

This also is theft, not to share one’s possessions.  Perhaps this statement 

seems surprising to you, but do not be surprised….  Just as an official in 

the imperial treasury, if he neglects to distribute where he is ordered, but 

spends instead for his own indolence, pays the penalty and is put to death, 

so also the rich man is a kind of steward of the money which is owed for 

distribution to the poor.  He is directed to distribute it to his fellow 

servants who are in want.  So if he spends more on himself than his needs 

require, he will pay the harshest penalty hereafter.  For his own goods are 

not his own, but belong to his own fellow servants….  I beg you remember 

this without fail, that not to share our own wealth with the poor is theft 

from the poor and deprivation of their means of life; we do not possess our 

own wealth but theirs.
9
 

 

The Gospel 

 Almost all of us here are wealthy, relatively speaking.  That’s not wrong.  It’s not 

wrong to make money in a system that protects private property.  But do you use your 

wealth to love and serve others or just yourself.  That’s the question.  Are you who are 

rich, rich in good deeds (1Tim. 6:18)?  To hoard for your self is thievery.  And the Bible 

puts thieves right with murderers (1Pe. 4:15) and says very clearly that thieves and 

swindlers will not inherit the kingdom of God (1Cor. 6:10).  What’s your plan?  How are 

you going to deal with this?  Make a resolution to start giving more?  You don’t get it.  

I’m not selling indulgences here today. 
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 A Barna poll taken in the 90s revealed that nearly 90% of evangelical Christians 

claim they have never broken the eighth commandment.
10

  We don’t fully understand the 

nature of sin, do we?  As Paul could say in Rom. 2:21 – “You who preach against 

stealing, do you steal?”  Yes, you do, if you take into consideration the whole category, 

the inner as well as the outer, and the positive as well as the negative.  So what’s your 

plan for dealing with this reality? 

 And just hopefully to make the seriousness of it more clear, it’s ultimately that 

you have worshipped mammon, the god of Money (Mt. 6:24; KJV), instead of the true 

God.  You’ve looked to it to make you happy, to save you from an otherwise boring life.  

And it has made you a slave, imprisoned in the cell of solitary confinement, alone with 

yourself, living for yourself.  But if you try to break out of those chains by yourself, it 

won’t work.  You need a pardon and someone from the outside to come in with the keys 

and let you out.  You need a Rescuer.  And that’s what Exodus says God is! 

 Repent of your sin of materialism and miserliness.  And turn to Christ in faith that 

he is the greatest Treasure and that he lavishes his grace exorbitantly on you.  This is the 

goal of ‘the second use of the law’ – to expose our idolatry of money and cause us to turn 

to Christ again and again as our sole Savior and Satisfaction. 

 

Third Use of the Eighth Commandment 
 Now, when we do so we begin to find in the law not just an accuser, but also a 

friend.  This is ‘the third use of the law’.  Those who lament their lack of love and let 

Christ lavish his love on them find in themselves a new longing to let go of their stuff for 

the good of others.  We have been loved generously and so we give generously.   

 It is popular among some segments of the city to be about helping the poor.  And 

many good things are done by government agencies and non-Christian not-for-profits for 

which we should be thankful and even join hands with.  But I want to be clear that I’m 

not just talking about that.  There’s an interesting section in the NT.  It comes towards the 

beginning of what’s called ‘the love chapter’ – 1 Corinthians 13, a great chapter to 

meditate on, especially in conjunction with all this talking about love we’ve been having 

lately.  It says, “If I give all I possess to the poor… but have not love, I gain nothing” 

(1Cor. 13:3).  What does that mean?  It’s possible to be devoted to poverty alleviation, 

third world debt relief, fair trade coffee, affordable housing, simple living, etc… but be 

none the better. 

Charles Spurgeon illustrated how this could be with the story of a humble 

gardener, a great king, and a courtier: 

 

A humble gardener… presents a bunch of carrots to his king because he so 

esteems and loves his sovereign.  The king rewards his love with a plot of 

land so he can continue to bless his kingdom.  A courtier sees this and 

thinks, “An acre of land for a bunch of carrots – what a deal!”  So the next 

day the courtier presents the king with a magnificent horse.  The wise 

king, discerning his heart, simply accepts the gift with a “thank you.”  

When the courtier is disconsolate, the king explains, “The gardener gave 

me the carrots, but you have given yourself the horse.  You gave not for 

love of me but for love of yourself in the hope of a reward.
11
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So many people may be feeding the hungry and clothing the naked but really they 

are just feeding and clothing themselves.  The kind of giving the Bible calls for is one 

that overflows out of love for God and love for others.  And the only way that you can 

begin to love God and others this way is if you are receiving God’s lavish grace not based 

on your good deeds and are thus stabilized and secure.  It can only come out of a person 

who is deeply convinced of the gospel – that they are not a good person, but Christ has 

forgiven them. 

It’s interesting that in Matthew 25, that sobering parable of the sheep and the 

goats when there is a great judgment and some are separated for eternal punishment, the 

distinguishing mark mentioned there is whether they gave food to the hungry, drink to the 

thirsty, lodging to the stranger, clothes to the naked, care to the sick, and companionship 

to the prisoner.  There’s much to that parable, but it strikes me that the sheep don’t 

remember when they did these things.  “Lord, when did we do these things?”  Care for 

the poor is not going to be our great accomplishment we boast in at the final judgment; 

our boast will be our connection to the Lord.  We will have done it, but we won’t even 

know it… or we’ll have forgotten, because it won’t be something we’re doing to feel 

good about ourselves, it will just be something we do naturally because of the grace 

we’ve experienced. 

 Paul, when he wants to motivate generosity, uses gospel logic, not good works 

logic.  For instance, in 2 Corinthians 8 when he’s asking the Corinthians to give 

generously to help the distressed Christians in Jerusalem, he doesn’t command them, he 

directs them to the generosity of Jesus – “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through 

his poverty might become rich” (2Cor. 8:9).  The more we ponder and experience this 

grace, the more we will be freed up to give even beyond our ability.  Our future is secure.  

We’re infinitely rich.  Our status isn’t wrapped up in our things.  We find that it is indeed 

“more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  The gospel makes us generous. 

And as Kent Hughes says, “Every time I give, I declare that money does not 

control me.  Perpetual generosity is a perpetual de-deification of money.”
12

  Have you 

noticed that spending on yourself doesn’t satisfy?  It doesn’t work.  I remember waiting 

impatiently for our bedroom to be carpeted, thinking once that happened I could finally 

rest at ease and be happy.  But after it was laid I remember thinking, “This is it?”  And 

now it’s already matted down and bubbling up in one place.  But I’ve never felt with 

Jesus’ love, “This is it?”  I repented of my sins and all I got was this robe of 

righteousness?!  Seeing my sin and seeing his grace always satisfies.  It’s amazing. 

My hope is that as we keep preaching this gospel over and over again it will 

naturally make people who are generous so I don’t have to preach sermons all the time 

about tithing and giving and all the stuff we should be doing for the poor.  And when we 

come across commandments like the eighth we find ourselves saying, “Yes, I don’t want 

to bring harm to others but use my money to help.  How can I do that?” 

I hope that we’ll see the inconsistencies with the gospel of some of our thinking.  

Jonathan Edwards had a sermon titled, “Christian Charity or The Duty of Charity to the 

Poor, Explained and Enforced.”  And in it he deals masterfully with several of our natural 

objections towards helping the poor, one of them being that they have brought their state 

on themselves.  Listen to his gospel logic: “[But] Christ hath loved us, pitied us, and 
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greatly laid out himself to relieve us from that want and misery which we brought on 

ourselves by our own folly and wickedness.”
13

 

  We may feel like we are so financially precarious and so we can’t give.  Let me 

tell you: you will always feel tempted to feel that, no matter how much you make.  We 

slip into this mindset of self-preservation and we hold our money tightly.  But when we 

get the gospel we realize that we’re okay.  “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave 

him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” 

(Rom. 8:32).  That doesn’t mean if we give we’re promised health and wealth in this life.  

It just means that our future, our ultimate destiny is posh.  We will be provided for.  We 

don’t have to worry and scurry to try to secure ourselves here and now with our money 

because we have an eternal security. 

Jerry Bridges says there are three basic attitudes towards money that people can 

take: 

 

(1) “What’s yours is mine; I’ll take it.” [the thief] 

(2) “What’s mine is mine; I’ll keep it” [most honest working people] 

(3) “What’s mine is God’s; I’ll share it.” [the gospel-informed believer]
14

 

 

If the third one is your perspective, because of the gospel, then you still may need some 

help making it happen.  I don’t think we can use our money for others and not ourselves 

to the max if we’re not living on a budget and keeping track of our money.  I think a lot 

of us are living in a lot of debt.  The worst kind is credit card debt.  Get a budget, get a 

plan to get rid of it (not so you can untarnish your name or so you can get better credit to 

buy a better car or so you can use that extra money for a vacation to pamper yourself – 

that’s the kind of thinking that got you in the mess in the first place – but), so that you 

can have more to give to the church, to missionaries, to family who lost their job, to 

fellow church members who need a new roof.  And then the first month you can’t pay off 

your credit card, you cut it up. 

There’s a lot more that could be said about this topic.  You’re not responsible to 

help everyone, but anyone.  You have an obligation first to take care of those in the body, 

then those around you (i.e. your neighborhood vs. other side of world).  Also, giving 

applies not just to money, but to all your resources, including soft skills like budgeting, 

and saving, and work ethic…  Sometimes just giving money may not actually be the 

loving thing to do… 

 

Conclusion 

If you’ve failed – you’d like to be able to give but you’re in such a genuine mess 

right now from past mistakes you genuinely can’t – don’t wallow in shame.  Confess, 

repent, ask for help, move forward by God’s grace. 

Maybe you live a comfortable or relatively speaking ‘high’ lifestyle and all your 

disposable income goes towards making you happy.  Acknowledge that, ask for some 

accountability from someone in the church and pray about where your giving should step 

up. 

Maybe you live pretty simply, perhaps even give a lot away and you feel kind of 

self-righteous about that and don’t know why others can’t get themselves together.  You 
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need to repent and turn again to the cross and let your heart be melted by Christ’s 

sacrifice for you. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
My goal is not to make you feel guilty for going out to eat.  But to make you feel 

joy at Christ’s washing away your guilt so that you want to help others eat.  So let’s come 

and eat… 

 He’s so generous, isn’t he?  He has spread a Table before us and invited us to eat 

and drink with him, he has made us heirs of his kingdom and given us a place at his 

banquet table.  He has paid the infinite price of his own body and blood to buy your 

freedom.  Don’t try to pay him back.  Just come, eat, drink, and enjoy and go out to invite 

“the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame” (Lk. 14:21) into this feast too. 

 

Benediction 
 May God’s grace make us a grateful people who give generously. 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, August 8, 2010.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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