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Text 
"Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

9
 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 

10
 but the 

seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son 

or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 
11

 For 

in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the 

seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” 

 

Introduction 
 Good morning, loved ones. With today’s message we’ll be getting back into our 

series on the Ten Commandments. I’ll be speaking today on the third commandment, 

which is found in 20:7. God commanded the Israelites, “You shall not misuse [or as other 

translations say, “You shall not take in vain”] the name of the LORD your God, for the 

LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.” God obviously takes the 

misuse of his name very seriously. So let’s pray for the Lord’s gracious help as we 

consider this third commandment. 

 

Let’s Pray:  

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.” Lord, we come to you this morning in 

need of your grace. We don’t want to take your name in vain. I thank you that we can 

come to you now, in our time of need, and pray in the name of your beloved Son, Jesus. 

Open our eyes that we may behold wonderful things in your Law. Holy Spirit, come and 

lay us bare. Convict us of our failure to esteem our God’s name above all things. Show us 

the glory of Jesus’ name. Cause us to come alive, hearing about the fame of the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

What is this commandment all about? 

 In order to answer that question, we need to see the commandment set in its 

context and understand a few basic things implicit in commands like these. So, first, the 

context of this commandment: The first two verses of chapter 20 provide that for us. It 

says, “And God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 

Egypt, out of the land of slavery.” In accord with the custom of the day of suzerain-vassal 

treaties, the great Lord identifies himself and his track record on behalf of his vassals 
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prior to laying out the stipulations of this covenant. All that we have seen so far in the 

book of Exodus can be summed up by verse 2. The LORD has begun to fulfill his 

promises to Abraham in rescuing his offspring from Egyptian slavery. He has saved them 

to join them to himself in a covenant. 

 Now the reason why the LORD saved his people cannot be overemphasized. He 

did not redeem them because they were obeying the 10 commandments. And this reason 

holds true for us today. We’re not going over the 10 commandments to figure out how we 

can become moral enough for God to save us. God does not work that way! He saves by 

grace alone! Salvation is a generous gift, not a paycheck for a job well done. Israel 

needed the blood of the Passover lamb so that God would not slay them for their idolatry! 

They were not obeying the 10 commandments. They were delivered to be given them.
1
 As Nathan says, “God redeems. Then he requires.” And so far God has been requiring 

in the 10 commandments that his people NOT do certain things. 

 As we’ve been going through this, has it bothered any of you how negative this 

is? These commands have been one negative after another. This is the third negative 

command. And there’s some more to follow. Why does it seem like God likes to rub 

against the grain of our wills? Here are a couple reasons: First, it betrays the fact that our 

wills are twisted. This is why parents (and nannies like Sara and Tracy and Ruth) don’t 

have to teach little kids how to wine, throw fits, and think they’re the center of the 

universe. For some reason that just comes natural to us. We have to be told not to do it. 

And the fact that God has to command us not to do things betrays the fact that we have so 

corrupted ourselves that we don’t want God’s will. We think our own way is best and 

desirable. But God didn’t create us this way. The 3
rd

 chapter of Genesis shows how all we 

like sheep have gone astray. And so now the human race, twisting and arching its back to 

the will of God suffers severe scoliosis of soul. These negatives, then, bear witness to our 

twisted nature.  

Secondly, these negative commandments are actually evidence that God wants an 

intimate relationship with his people. Tim Keller talks about this in his book, “The 

Reason for God.” It is impossible to have an intimate relationship with someone who 

never tells you “No.” Have any of you ever seen the movie, “The Stepford Wives,” where 

these robot wives are constructed who never contradict their husbands? Listen, God’s not 

like that. He’s not a product of our imagination. We haven’t made him up. He’s real! 

Negative commands like these show that he’s a real God, a holy God who wants a real 

relationship with even us unholy people! Keller says, “Only if your God can say things 

that outrage you and make you struggle (as in a real friendship or marriage!) will you 

know that you have gotten hold of a real God and not a figment of your imagination.”
2
 

 Let’s look a bit then at how this third commandment relates to the prior two. As 

Nathan has been saying, the first commandment, “You shall have no other gods before 

me.” is first on purpose. It’s first in priority. It’s an umbrella term. If you break any of 

commandments 2-10, it’s because you’ve already broken number 1. So any idol-

worshiping or any misuse of God’s name shows that God is not first in your heart.  

Now, I say “in your heart” because of the language of the 1
st
 commandment. 

When God says we are to have no other gods (quote), “before me.” He’s using the 

language of the marriage covenant used elsewhere in Scripture.  So just as one’s 

sacrificial faithfulness to one’s spouse should flow from warm, loving commitment, 

God’s people should faithfully obey his commands from their heart. This is why after 
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God commanded his people to love him with all of their heart, soul, and strength in 

Deuteronomy 6, he said, “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon 

your hearts” (Dt. 6:6).  

You see, God’s interest in commanding us has never been to elicit mere outward 

compliance! “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged 

sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 

thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”
3
 Jesus said the mouth speaks from the fullness of the 

heart. This is heart surgery, not cosmetic surgery! But isn’t that what we focus on? 

Somehow we think we’re walking in obedience to this commandment as long as we don’t 

use God’s name as a swearword when we get excited or when someone cuts us off in 

traffic. (This is not to say that’s not part of what this commandment prohibits, but it’s just 

an external part.) To focus on that is a severely reductionistic understanding of this 

commandment. And this reductionism can flow from an even more dangerous self-

righteous Pharisaism that neglects the inner realities for the sake of cleaning up the 

outside of the cup.  

But, of course that’s what we tend to focus on! We can measure and manage and 

pride ourselves in our ability to have decent Christian talk. Our apparent, outward 

conformity to rules then serves us in our twisted agenda to prove to God that we’re 

entitled to his favor, and to prove to ourselves and others that we’re better than everybody 

else. And, ironically, it’s this kind of self-righteousness in us Christians that ends up 

putting the name of the Lord we represent in disrepute like almost nothing else does. 

 

To misuse the name 

We can already begin to see that there’s more to misusing God’s name than meets 

the eye. So let’s take a closer look at it. Verse 7 says, “You shall not misuse the name of 

the LORD your God.” “Literally what is said is 'You shall not bear up (or lift up) the 

name of the LORD your God to falsehood (or emptiness).'”
4
 God’s name is not to be 

besmirched by falsehood. For example, people would take oaths in his name to make 

their falsehood seem true. And the Lord condemned that because although the liar might 

swear by God’s name to assure his hearers of the truth of his testimony, this action had an 

equal but opposite reaction. Liars who use God’s name to make themselves look true in 

the end make God look false. And God wanted to preserve his name from being 

tarnished. So the one thing that should become crystal clear to us is that God is guarding 

the honor of his name with this commandment. So a broad definition of the misuse of 

God’s name is any speech, action, or attitude that dishonors God’s name. 

But if we trace the flow of thought in its context, we can begin seeing how God’s 

name might be dishonored in slightly more concrete terms. God says, “You shall not bear 

up the name of the LORD your God to falsehood.” There’s more to this falsehood than 

just the act of bearing false witness. Elsewhere in Scripture, this word translated 

“falsehood,” “vanity,” or “emptiness” is used to describe false gods.
5
 This fact, coupled 

with the immediately preceding context, where God is prohibiting the worship of idols, 

gives us a clue about what God has in mind when he speaks of lifting up his name to 

emptiness. It has something to do with lifting up God’s name to idols.  

So we can now develop our definition of what it means to take our God’s name in 

vain. If you read Leviticus 18 and 19, you’ll see with several examples that this misuse of 

God’s name comes to the surface in our lives in a number of actions. So our broad 
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definition of the misuse of God’s name was any speech, action, or attitude that dishonors 

God’s name. But now that we see that lifting God’s name to falsehood has to do with 

idolatry, we can define the misuse of God’s name as any use of his name in the service of 

any god other than the Lord. And I hope you realize that false gods aren’t just little 

figurines. They’re not simply, obviously evil things, they’re things that are good that we 

treat as ultimate. An idol is anything we look to other than God as our ultimate source of 

salvation, security, significance, satisfaction, identity... Misusing God’s name is using his 

name in the service of any god other than the Lord. It’s making God a penultimate means 

to some other end you’re deceived into thinking is ultimate. It’s using his name in the 

service of a functional idol.  

But this isn’t just something worth defining; it’s something we are guilty of. We 

have all turned our backs on the one living God, in worshiping his good gifts. And we’re 

so blind and foolish that we even use his name as a means to worship ourselves. And if 

you think our condition is serious now, wait till you hear about this holy name that we 

have taken in vain. 

 

The name of our God 

What is the name of God? It’s something that God takes so seriously that we dare 

not treat it lightly. The name of God is so important because his name is emblematic of 

all that he is. When you take his name in vain, you take him in vain! You insult all that he 

is! God’s righteousness is his unswerving commitment to the display of his glory and the 

honor of his name!
6
 God is the chief end of God! That’s why the LORD said to Pharaoh, 

“For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that 

my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”
7
 His name is tied to his reputation. Isaiah 

26:8 makes clear that the fame of his name is to be the singular desire of our hearts! In 

the ancient world, for someone to name someone meant that the namer possessed 

authority over the named. But what we find in the Bible is a God who names himself. So 

there is no authority higher than himself, which means using God as a means to our own 

ends is to belittle the supreme authority in the universe.  

So then what is the name that God has given himself? In Exodus, we begin to see 

this question answered in chapter 3. When Moses asked God what his name was, God 

told him,  

 

“I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent 

me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “say to the Israelites, ‘Yahweh, the God of 

your fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—appeared to me and said: I 

have watched over you and have seen what has been done to you in Egypt. And I 

have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt…’” (Exod. 3.14-15) 

 

What kind of name is Yahweh? This is the Lord’s personal name. His revelation 

of his name here is a gracious act of self-disclosure to those he was redeeming to become 

his people. It’s gracious in that it reveals God to undeserving idolaters; by his name he 

puts on display the one Thing that we need to know and fear and love, the one Thing that 

satisfies our souls, the one Thing we were made to live for, God himself. His name is 

mind-boggling and stretches the limits of human language, because it is a revelation of an 

infinitely great God to finite people with limited capacity to signify reality in language, 
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let alone ultimate reality. His name is Yahweh, which here and elsewhere in the OT is 

translated, “[all caps] LORD,” a name which comes from the verb, “I AM.” He is the 

great I AM, the God who is. He is I AM WHO I AM, the independent, self-existent, self-

sufficient God, free and sovereign, who inhabits eternity and also dwells with the lowly 

in heart.
8
 This is his covenant name. So to take his name in vain for the Israelites was to 

treat as meaningless the God who had saved them, preferring instead to use his name 

their own way, for their own purposes. 

When God revealed his name in Exodus 3, it was just the tip of the iceberg. As he 

unleashed his plagues on Egypt to save his people, the Lord made really clear that he was 

doing it so that it might be known that he is Yahweh.
9
 The Lord shows the significance of 

his name in that all of his names and titles in the OT can be summed up with this special, 

covenant name. 

But now that Jesus has come and has risen from the dead, the significance of 

God’s name comes into the clearest focus. Jesus came and declared, “I tell you the truth, 

before Abraham was, I am!”
10

 Jesus is the great I AM, Yahweh incarnate! And now for 

us, upon whom the end of the ages has come, it is a far greater sin to take the name of 

Jesus in vain than even the name, Yahweh. For to sin against his name is to sin against 

greater light, the greatest light, the light of the world! Jesus is “the name that is above 

every name”!
11

 The name of Jesus is the crown jewel of human language. His name is 

emblematic of all that he is. So to take his name in vain is to take all that Jesus is in vain! 

And to take all that Jesus is in vain is to take all that God is in vain, because Jesus is the 

final, fullest revelation of God, “the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of 

his nature.”
12

 

 But Jesus’ name is both the greatest name we are guilty of misusing, and it is the 

one name that frees believers from all guilt!  

When Jesus was about to be born, an angel told Joseph, “Joseph, son of David, do 

not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.”
13

 Jesus’ name means, “Yahweh saves”! So although God’s people in the 

Old Covenant feared the last part of the 3
rd

 commandment, namely, that “the Lord will 

not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name,” we can flee for refuge into Jesus’ 

name! And we find his name to be a strong tower in which we admire the grace of God 

that made a way for God’s justice to be satisfied. We are safe and secure “in him,” 

because “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.”
14

 God actually holds those who take refuge in Jesus 

“guiltless,” even though we misuse his name, because at the cross, Jesus took our guilt 

and our sins, and was Godforsaken for them. He took our place, and “was delivered over 

to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.”
15

 Now in Jesus, God sees 

believers who still sin and misuse his name as perfectly righteous, robed in the 

righteousness of Christ, whose righteousness is that he is always unwavering in his 

commitment to the honor of God’s name. Jesus honored God’s name for us! 

This good news frees us to honor, praise, and glorify the name. The gospel frees 

us to really say with the Spirit of Christ in Isaiah, “Yes, LORD, walking in the way of 

your laws [in Christ!], we wait for you; your name and renown are the desire of our 

hearts.”
16

 The New Covenant in Christ’s blood is the cure for our sick hearts.
17

 Now 

Christ is IN us, “the hope of glory”!
18

 And now he empowers us from the inside-out to 
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will and to work for his good pleasure. The gospel opens our eyes to see the glorious 

name of Jesus as the meaning of all of life.
 19

  

 

How does Jesus free us for his name? 

 So how does this work? How does Jesus free us to glorify his name? MANY 

ways! But it really boils down to him giving us repentance and faith, a believing 

repentance, a penitent faith. Simply put, as we trust Jesus to satisfy our deepest longings, 

we are freed to forsake false gods and love his name. I’m going to show you what I mean 

by that, and then close this message in a way that will hopefully facilitate repentance and 

faith. I’ll give some examples of how we take Jesus’ name in vain, and then lift up his 

name as the object of our faith, the refuge for us to run to. Once I’m done talking, all you 

who turn from your false gods to worship Jesus are welcome to come and participate in 

the Lord’s Supper, and be reminded of his broken body with the broken matza, and his 

blood poured out for the remission of sins by drinking either the red wine in the brass tray 

or grape juice in the chrome one. If you’re not persuaded by the end of this talk that you 

need Jesus, don’t come up to this table. It’ll do you no good. You must come to Jesus 

before you can come to this table. And to you, God says this morning concerning Jesus’ 

name, that “there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be 

saved.”
20

 

 As we trust Jesus to satisfy our deepest longings, we are freed to forsake false 

gods and love his name. Remember when I said that we are twisted, and that self-

righteous Christians put the Lord’s name in disrepute like almost nothing else does. We 

are so bent in on ourselves that we think we can save ourselves. By default, I am my own 

functional god! So I try to save myself. I try to declare myself righteous based on how 

well I have treated Jesus’ name. But this strategy for salvation caves in on itself, because 

I either despair and wear myself out over my screw ups or I boast and become more self-

righteous when I think I’m doing well! I know deep down that something’s wrong, but I 

can’t see farther than my own nose for the solution. I can’t save myself. I need a Savior! 

So Jesus comes and offers himself to me as a free gift, as the righteousness I’ve always 

longed for and needed so desperately. Now, no matter how much I screw up, there’s no 

need to despair, and no matter how much I succeed, there’s no need to get proud, because 

my righteous standing before God has nothing to do with my performance! Since God 

has wedded my soul to Jesus, all that is his is mine, righteousness, sanctification, 

holiness, God as my Father, the hope of an eternity of sharing in the Joy that Father and 

Son share in one another – the Holy Spirit! 

This joyful news satisfies my heart. Now in Christ I no longer always have to 

explain myself to everybody, defend my own honor and reputation and justify myself 

before anyone! I have been justified in Christ by Almighty God! I no longer have to look 

for security in anything else! For God the Father accepts me warts and all because of 

Jesus, and he’ll never reject me, leave me, or forsake me! And I don’t have to wear 

myself out making a name for myself, because my identity has already been determined 

by God. My life is hid with Christ in God! 

So then with this new righteousness, security, significance, and identity in Christ, 

my soul has begun to find true satisfaction. And I am free from the tyrannical urge to 

look for satisfaction in false gods and to use Jesus’ name as a means to that end. I am also 

free to begin using the gospel to put to death such urges. I’m free to begin looking at my 
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idols from a place of security in Christ that lets me begin to identify them and turn to 

Christ from them. We can only “put to death” (Rom. 8.13) our sins if we trust that “there 

is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!” (Rom. 8.1) 

Do you hear what I’m saying? I’m saying that we can only find freedom from 

idols that we have already been forgiven for worshiping. We might think that the reverse, 

that God will only forgive us if we try real hard to repent from our sins and follow him. 

That’s not the kind of repentance and faith the Bible talks about. We can only find true 

victory over sins that have already been forgiven! As the hymn says, “He breaks the 

power of canceled sin!”  

Once you see that God is completely for a complete wretch like you (not because 

of your cleaning yourself up, but because Jesus has done all the work in his life, death, 

and resurrection), your heart is warmed, melted even by the great love of God in Christ. 

The Holy Spirit puts this love of Christ on display in such a way that compels us to love 

God! He begins to help us obey the first commandment! We begin to turn from idols to 

him alone! 

And having been forgiven and completely accepted in Christ, his name no longer 

becomes a means to our own ends, because Jesus frees us from living for ourselves! 

When we don’t look to Jesus, we can’t help but live for ourselves. We use his name as 

means of making ourselves look good to God and others. But when we look to Jesus, we 

see that we don’t have to live for ourselves, we don’t have to make ourselves look good 

because we already look blindingly beautiful in Christ before the eyes of the only One 

who ultimately matters. He has accepted us in Christ, and so now we can obey this 

commandment.  

Now, then, from this place of security in Christ, let us look at and repent from our 

idols. Let’s look at some of the ways we are guilty of taking Jesus’ name in vain. Here 

are a few examples: 

First, there’s a compartmentalized way. This is a subversive pluralism that just 

includes Jesus alongside other hobbies and gods. Listen. There is no “Jesus and” 

ANYTHING that will work in God’s eyes! Jesus is THE way. He is not part of a 

pantheon. Nor will it suffice to just wear a cross while you worship money, or have a 

Jesus compartment to your life and schedule that makes you look and feel spiritual. Jesus 

demands that you entrust your entire life to him, and to him alone. 

Second, Jesus’ name is taken in vain in theological error. Let me name a couple of 

these errors. We take Jesus’ name in vain whenever we prize his gifts more than himself. 

I’m thinking particularly of our love here at IBC for the gift of righteousness, 

Justification. As John Piper reminds us, God is the goal of the gospel, not justification.
21

 

And as the apostle Peter says, “Christ suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.”
22

 Not only that, justification, being declared 

righteous, is not like a gift that Santa gives, where he’s just the means of the thing we 

really want. We aren’t just justified because of Christ, we are justified, “in Christ”! He’s 

not just our Savior, he’s our Salvation! Christ is what we really want! Justification is just 

a brilliant facet of the whole diamond that is Christ. Let’s admire EVERY facet there is to 

see in him! Jesus is our “righteousness and sanctification and redemption”!
23

 

 Another theological error that takes Jesus’ name in vain is the one that says Jesus 

died for me because I was worth it. Listen, the cross of Christ is not a great example of 

how valuable we are to God. It’s not like God saw us, diamonds in the rough, in a shop 
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display and chose the most expensive thing he could find, the blood of his own son, to 

purchase us. The cross does not show how valuable we are, it shows how sinful we are. 

We are so sinful that nothing but the Son of God’s blood could redeem us! Read Romans 

3, and you’ll see what God thinks of us apart from Christ. If you believe this error, I don’t 

know how you can understand Romans 5 that says, “God shows his love for us in while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
24

 It’s grace! It’s unmerited favor. We had no 

worth that merited God’s favor! This error places our desire for self worth at the wrong 

end of salvation. It’s not that Jesus died for us because we were worthy. It’s that Jesus is 

the apple of God’s eye, his “beloved Son” in whom he is “well pleased.”
25

 Jesus is the 

most precious, most worthy thing in the universe! And now that we are cemented to him 

by faith, now that he is in us and we are in him, now God considers us as significant and 

radiant as Jesus. 

And there are several day-to-day examples of ways we misuse Jesus’ name. 

Someone might look to her husband as her ultimate source of security, and so have her 

hopes dashed whenever unloving comments come from his lips, or find herself gripped 

with anxiety whenever he takes 10 minutes longer than he said to come back from the 

grocery store. So she might misuse God’s name by telling God or others that she doesn’t 

know if she can live unless he makes her husband loving and sensitive to her needs. In 

such a case, this good thing, a loving husband, has become an ultimate thing; and Jesus 

then becomes simply a means to her own chief end. 

Last Sunday’s sermon was on suffering, so consider how this might happen with 

someone enduring some pain or hardship. Just consider your average Chicagoan, who’s 

overworked and underpaid. He endures a lot to provide a comfortable living for his 

family. He even does it as a Christian who sees himself responsible to provide for his 

family, like Christ providing for the church. One weekend, after a long hard week, he sits 

down in front of the TV to watch baseball and unwind with a cold, carbonated beverage. 

When all of a sudden, his little boy walks between him and the TV and says, “Dad, could 

you help me? I have to make something for the Science Fair, and I can’t get my volcano 

to erupt!” At this point, the dad might erupt, “I’ve been working all week, and all I ask 

for is a couple hours of relaxation! Go ask your mom!” If he reacts like that it could be 

because he has deceived himself into thinking that his endurance at his job has been 

meritorious work. The way he functions betrays the inward reality that he is forgetting 

about Jesus, thinking that his own suffering makes him worthy of God’s favor and his 

family’s understanding and even pity. Forgetting Jesus’ work, he thinks his own work has 

entitled him to brush off his boy and live for himself. There’s the rub: He thinks his own 

work in Jesus’ name entitles him to live for himself. This kind of self-righteous attitude 

of entitlement is extremely dangerous, especially when severe suffering hits. Because 

when we lose our job or spouse or contract a serious illness, we can take our so-called 

good works in our fist, and in our hearts say to God, “You owe me! Look at all I’ve done 

for You! Is this how You repay me?!” In such a case we’re in danger not only of brushing 

away our loved ones, but of rejecting God himself. A spirit of entitlement is deadly and 

dishonors Jesus’ name. 

Another example might be me preaching this message to you right now. I 

represent Jesus as I preach to you. And I struggle with the temptation to use this 

preaching opportunity to make myself look good before you. And my flesh, even now, 

wants me to take pride in how humble I must be to admit these struggles.  
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Ah! Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this?! There are millions 

of ways we all, day in day out misuse God’s name for the sake of our own name. How do 

you do it? Ask the Lord to show you. This self-worship is our default mode, otherwise we 

wouldn’t need to be commanded not to do it. We are spiritually sick (dead actually). And 

if the right Cure isn’t applied, your self-idolatry becomes like mercury in your hands, 

impossible to uproot. If the right Cure isn’t applied, then we’ll either despair over our 

besetting sins or boast over our ability to apparently uproot some external idolatry. Either 

way, we must become convinced that we have no ability in ourselves to truly save 

ourselves. We are so bent inward… we need to look away from ourselves… but we can’t! 

We need to be rescued! We need God to come down to us, languishing in our slavery to 

our idols and declare his name to us!  

 Holy Spirit, we see ourselves as great sinners. We need a great Savior! So please 

come, and sow us the glory of Jesus’ name! 

Jesus is: 

The Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End (Rev. 1:8; 22:13) 

Advocate (1 John 2:1) 

Almighty (Rev. 1:8; Mt. 28:18) 

Amen (Rev. 3:14) 

Apostle of our Profession (Heb. 3:1) 

Author of Life whom we crucified (Acts 3:15) 

Author and Perfecter of Faith (Heb. 12:2) 

Author of Salvation (Heb. 2:10) 

Blessed and only Sovereign (1 Tim. 6:15) 

Bread of God (John 6:33) 

Bread of Life (John 6:35; 6:48) 

Bridegroom (Mt. 9:15)  

Capstone (Acts 4:11; 1 Pet. 2:7) 

Chief Cornerstone (Eph. 2:20) 

Chief Shepherd (1 Pet. 5:4) 

Christ (1 John 2:22) 

Creator (John 1:3) 

Deliverer (Rom. 11:26) 

Eternal Life (1 John 1:2; 5:20) 

Faithful and True (Rev. 19:11) 

Faithful and True Witness (Rev. 3:14) 

First and Last (Rev. 1:17; 2:8; 22:13) 

Firstborn From the Dead (Rev. 1:5) 

Firstborn over all creation (Col. 1:15) 

Gate (John 10:9) 

God (John 1:1; 20:28; Heb. 1:8; Rom. 9:5; 2 Pet. 1:1;1 John 5:20; etc.) 

Good Shepherd (John 10:11,14) 

Great Shepherd (Heb. 13:20) 

Great High Priest (Heb. 4:14) 

Head of the Church (Eph. 1:22; 4:15; 5:23) 

Heir of all things (Heb. 1:2) 

High Priest (Heb. 2:17) 
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Holy and True (Rev. 3:7) 

Holy One (Acts 3:14) 

Hope (1 Tim. 1:1) 

Hope of Glory (Col. 1:27) 

Horn of Salvation (Luke 1:69) 

I Am (John 8:58) 

Image of God (2 Cor. 4:4) 

Immanuel (Mt. 1:23) 

Judge of the living and the dead (Acts 10:42) 

King Eternal (1 Tim. 1:17) 

King of Israel (John 1:49) 

King of the Jews (Mt. 27:11) 

King of kings (1 Tim 6:15; Rev. 19:16) 

King of the Ages (Rev. 15:3) 

Lamb of God (John 1:29) 

Lamb Without Blemish (1 Pet. 1:19) 

Last Adam (1 Cor. 15:45) 

Life (John 14:6; Col. 3:4) 

Light of the World (John 8:12) 

Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5) 

Living One (Rev. 1:18) 

Living Stone (1 Pet. 2:4) 

Lord (2 Pet. 2:20) 

Lord of All (Acts 10:36) 

Lord of Glory (1 Cor. 2:8) 

Lord of lords (Rev. 19:16) 

Man from Heaven (1 Cor. 15:48) 

Master (Lk. 5:5; 8:24; 9:33) 

Mediator of the New Covenant (Heb. 9:15) 

Mighty God (Isa. 9:6) 

Morning Star (Rev. 22:16) 

Offspring of the woman, of Abraham, and of David (Rev. 22:16) 

Only Begotten Son of God (John 1:18; 1 John 4:9) 

Our Great God and Savior (Titus 2:13) 

Our Holiness (1 Cor. 1:30) 

Our Husband (2 Cor. 11:2) 

Our Protection (2 Thess. 3:3) 

Our Redemption (1 Cor. 1:30) 

Our Righteousness (1 Cor. 1:30) 

Our Sacrificed Passover Lamb (1 Cor. 5:7) 

Power of God (1 Cor. 1:24) 

Precious Cornerstone (1 Pet. 2:6) 

Prophet (Acts 3:22) 

The Propitiation for our Sins (1 John 2:2) 

Rabbi (Mt. 26:25)  

Resurrection and Life (John 11:25) 
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Righteous Branch (Jer. 23:5) 

Righteous One (Acts 7:52; 1 John 2:1) 

Rock (1 Cor. 10:4) 

Root of David (Rev. 5:5; 22:16) 

Ruler of God’s Creation (Rev. 3:14) 

Ruler of the Kings of the Earth (Rev. 1:5) 

Savior (Eph. 5:23; Titus 1:4; 3:6; 2 Pet. 2:20) 

Son of David (Lk. 18:39) 

Son of God (John 1:49; Heb. 4:14) 

Son of Man (Mt. 8:20) 

Son of the Most High God (Lk. 1:32) 

Source of Eternal Salvation for all who obey him (Heb. 5:9) 

The One Mediator (1 Tim. 2:5) 

The Stone the builders rejected (Acts 4:11) 

True Bread (John 6:32) 

True Light (John 1:9) 

True Vine (John 15:1) 

Truth (John 1:14; 14:6) 

Way (John 14:6) 

Wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24) 

Word of God (Rev. 19:13)
26

 

And Jesus is Yahweh! 
 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Adam Smith on Sunday morning, June 27, 2010.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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