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Text 
Now the LORD had said to Moses, "I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he 

will let you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely. 
2 
Tell the people that men 

and women alike are to ask their neighbors for articles of silver and gold." 
3 
(The LORD made the 

Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and Moses himself was highly regarded in Egypt by 

Pharaoh's officials and by the people.) 
4 
So Moses said, "This is what the LORD says: 'About midnight I 

will go throughout Egypt. 
5 
Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who 

sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the 

cattle as well. 
6 
There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt-- worse than there has ever been or ever will 

be again. 
7 
But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any man or animal.' Then you will know that the 

LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. 
8 
All these officials of yours will come to me, bowing 

down before me and saying, 'Go, you and all the people who follow you!' After that I will leave." Then 

Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh. 
9 
The LORD had said to Moses, "Pharaoh will refuse to listen to you-- 

so that my wonders may be multiplied in Egypt." 
10 

Moses and Aaron performed all these wonders before 

Pharaoh, but the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let the Israelites go out of his 

country. 

 

Introduction 
 Do you remember where you were when you heard the news that hijacked planes 

had crashed in to the World Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon in 

Washington, D.C?  Of course you do.  It has become the defining moment for our 

generation.  Let me ask another question for those of you who went at that time: do you 

remember the sermon at church on the Sunday after September 11, 2001? 

 I’m trying in 2010 to write my sermons one week in advance.  So I was preparing 

for this Sunday the week a 7.0 earthquake rocked the already poverty-stricken nation of 

Haiti.  Syndicated columnist Charles Krauthammer put this event in perspective: “If one 

of the middling estimates of 100,000 dead is true, that would translate on a per capita 

basis — it would have the societal effect — in the U.S. [as] the loss, the death, of 3 

million Americans — in one day! ... That is a thousand 9/11s in one day.”  And what’s 

worse is that they don’t have any infrastructure left to deal with it.  It’s hard to get our 

minds around this.  

 Well the sermon I heard on September 16, 2001, was on Luke 13.  There Jesus is 

challenged to make sense of the latest headlines of his day which told of disaster.  Here’s 

his response: “Those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them – do you 

think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?  I tell you, no!  But 
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unless you repent, you too will all perish” (Lk. 13:4-5).  This is Jesus’ commentary on 

bad news, on tragedy. 

 Contrary to Pat Robertson, Haiti is not being singled out for destruction because 

of its sin.  But what makes that kind of thinking fallacious is not that everyone is 

essentially good and no one deserves such calamity.  The problem with it, from a biblical 

perspective, is that everyone deserves destruction.  The Lord doesn’t make a distinction 

between the good and the bad; he only singles people out for mercy.  Jesus says the take-

away from devastating calamities like the earthquake in Haiti is repentance – letting the 

reality of death wake you up to your guilt and humble you to the point of saying, “God, 

have mercy on me, a sinner.”  And the gracious promise is that all those who do will be 

justified before God (Lk. 18:13-14). 

 Today’s sermon may not be as memorable as the one after 9/11 (who knows) but I 

think it has the same message.  Today in our study of Exodus we’re just taking the 

announcement of the tenth and final plague in Ex. 11:1-10.  In delving into this text we 

will be forced to deal with the reality of death.  What is death?  Why does it happen?  

What does it mean?  What can we do?  In short, what I hope you’ll see by the end of 

today’s message is just this: sin is destructive and deadly. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

What is Sin? 

 So sin is destructive and deadly.  First of all, what is sin?  There’s a stereotype 

about people like me.  The old joke goes something like this: “What did the preacher 

preach about today?”  “Sin.”  “What did he say?”  “He’s against it!”  And sin is often 

understood in very superficial ways – smoking, dancing, sleeping around…  But if 

you’ve hung around here very long, hopefully you’ve detected that we mean something 

much more profound than simply breaking some list of rules when we talk about sin.  Sin 

is complex and involved (and in saying that I’m not in anyway downplaying it; quite the 

opposite).  Sin is embedded deep within all of us and surfaces in myriad ways, even in 

our religious acts! 

 Last week we saw that the Sin above all sins, from which all bad behavior flows, 

is idolatry – having other gods before the one, true God.  That which arouses God’s 

judgment ultimately is the worship of false gods.  That’s what the plagues all reveal.  The 

God of the Bible claims to be supremely unique.  We sin by making all kinds of things 

(financial security, health, intellect, family, influence…) into gods – our functional 

saviors, our sources of identity.  And that leads to all kinds of law-breaking, as Luther 

pointed out: one never breaks any of the other commandments unless one has first broken 

the first commandment – the prohibition against idol worship.  And this compounding of 

sin leads to all kinds of consequences… as we’ll see. 

 

What’s in This Section? 
So what’s in today’s section?  In some ways, not much.  It’s just an introduction 

to the final plague, sandwiched between two recaps.  Verses 1-3, for example, essentially 

repeat what the Lord had already said to Moses back in 3:19-22.  Notice that the NIV 

translates the verb in v. 1 and v. 9 as ‘had said’.  Moses is recalling things God had 

foretold to him before this all began.  In vv. 1-3 it’s that Pharaoh won’t let the Hebrews 
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go easily, but he will eventually after many wonders.  There’s “one more plague” and 

then Pharaoh will drive them out completely. 

In vv. 1-3 we also see this piece about the Hebrews asking the Egyptians for their 

stuff as they are leaving the land.  In this way they will “plunder the Egyptians.”  The 

‘plundering’ and the talk in other places of the Israelites being brought out “by their 

divisions” (6:26; cf. 7:4) is military language.  It’s kind of like the Israelites are an army 

defeating the Egyptians.  But the thing is: they don’t lift a sword to accomplish victory.  

They do nothing.  It’s all God’s stretching out his hand – yet another powerful picture of 

the way things work with God – lavish salvation comes to those who do nothing to save 

themselves. 

Verses 9 and 10 also contain repeated information.  We’ve seen essentially the 

same ideas several places.  For example, at the outset of this plague narrative in 7:3-4.  

There we heard God say, “But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I multiply my 

miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt, he will not listen to you.”  This has definitely 

been the case throughout.  Verses 9-10 bring recap everything and set off what’s about to 

happen next. 

What is that?  Well, in between these two framing reminders we have vv. 4-8 – 

Moses’ words to Pharaoh announcing the final plague.  You’ll remember that ch. 10 

ended with Moses vowing to never appear before Pharaoh again.  The warning given to 

Pharaoh in vv. 4-8 is best understood as happening chronologically before 10:29; in other 

words, during his final visit to Pharaoh after the plague of darkness.  There is “one more 

plague” and it’s set-up kind of awkwardly in order to set it apart from the other nine.  It 

will be different and definitive. 

What is it?  The Lord himself will go throughout Egypt and strike down the 

firstborn son of every household, all the way up to the house of Pharaoh, and including 

the firstborn of the cattle.  Massive death.  Bodies everywhere.  In 4:22 we saw God tell 

Moses ahead of time what he was going to have to say to Pharaoh – “Israel is my 

firstborn son and I told you ‘Let my son go, so he may worship me.’  But you refused to 

let him go; so I will kill your firstborn son” (4:22-23).  Pharaoh’s persistent efforts to rob 

God of the worship due him had reached their end.  The tenth and final plague was about 

to come – the plague of death. 

 

What Else Does This Teach Us? 

 Now, last week we looked at the first 9 plagues altogether and noted that the main 

point is the uniqueness of Israel’s God.  Today in just taking the announcement of the 

10
th

 plague it gives us a chance to kind of go back over that massive segment from last 

week and look at another important facet of these plagues.  Sin is destructive.  I didn’t 

point this out last week, but I want to now.  Biblical scholars have shown us that what’s 

happening in the plagues, besides confronting the Egyptian gods, is that de-creation 

forces are being unleased.
1
  Let me explain. 

 The Pentatuech starts out with Creation.  The earth is “formless and empty, 

darkness was over the surface of the deep” (Gen. 1:2).  And then God proceeds to bring 

order out of this murky chaos and fill up the void.  Light, water, and land; stars, fish, and 

animals.  He’s taking something disorderly and making it formed, full, and functional; 

giving it beautiful harmony and complexity and order.  That’s the creation account. 
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 What happens when sin enters the picture is everything gets out of whack.  Chaos 

is re-introduced into the created order.  God’s common grace mitigates entropy, restrains 

the full effects of sin, but when they are unleashed fully what you see clearly is an 

unraveling of the cosmic fabric.  The Flood, for example, is clearly portrayed as a 

systematic de-creation.  The separation between the waters above and the waters below 

collapses.  The formed and filled earth is emptied and reverts back to watery chaos.  It’s 

creation reversal.  It’s fascinating. 

 Well the same thing is happening here in the plagues.  Idolatry/sin is resulting in 

the undoing of the natural fabric of the world, the unleashing of anti-creation forces.  

Nature is going berserk.  There’s a de-creation of sorts, a disruption of an ecosystem: 

frogs, gnats, flies, hail, locusts.  It’s all pulling apart at the seams, returning to… well, 

darkness. 

The plagues are not like the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  

There aren’t just displays of brute strength meant to bring an enemy to its knees.  They 

are meant to teach something.  If God was just trying to get people’s attention he could 

have done any number of things.  He could have had Moses wave his staff and make the 

Pyramids disappear.  He could have made a monkey come out of Pharaoh’s behind like 

Bruce Almighty.  If God was just trying to punish sin he could have had Moses go into 

Pharaoh’s court and point his staff at him and have him spontaneously combust.  He 

could have done that.  But that’s not what’s going on here. 

 Why does he do things this way?  It’s parabolical.  The plagues are making a 

statement.  Yahweh’s showing up the false gods; we saw that last week.  But he’s also 

showing the natural consequences of sin.  It’s the undoing of Genesis 1-2, nature out of 

control, the physical world reverting back to chaos, disorder and (here’s a good word) 

disintegration. 

 Here’s the point: God’s authority and judgment is not arbitrary.  When he is not 

worshipped, he doesn’t just get offended and throw a temper tantrum and start getting 

back at people.  Things naturally fall apart and disintegrate because the fundamental, 

binding principle of the universe is broken. 

It’s kind of like with a dentist.  They tell you to brush and floss and get regular 

cleanings.  Nobody, at least nobody in their right mind, accuses the dentist of just trying 

to control and dominate you, to subjugate you.  If you don’t floss, you get gum disease.  

If you don’t brush your teeth, they start to get nasty and painful cavities come, eventually 

they rot and fall out and you lose the ability to eat nourishing food.  I think research has 

shown that dental hygiene actually affects other aspects of your health too.  Your mouth 

begins to disintegrate and then your health and if you don’t brush your teeth, your breath 

smells, and that causes your social life to fall apart too and you can’t get a job…  You see 

how this works? 

 God hasn’t just studied the world really well and so he knows how things should 

work and so he can give prescriptions.  He made the world!  He is the Creator.  And 

therefore his authority is not earned but inherent.  He knows what’s best; he is what’s 

best.  And his domain is not just the physical, but the social, the psychological, the 

spiritual…  Failing to acknowledge that he is the one, true God and submit to him 

inevitably results in the disintegration of all aspects of life. 

It’s not hard to see.  If someone makes work more important than God, for 

example, eventually that person’s family life begins to collapse.  His social life falls 
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apart.  His psychological health suffers, especially if his career should ever become 

threatened.  Even his body begins to break down under the stress.  The natural 

consequence of sin is a disintegration, a de-creation, a breakdown, a return to chaos and 

disorder.  Sin is destructive. 

 

Death 

And stay with me here.  What was the culmination of God’s creative acts on the 

sixth day?  It was human life!  His last act of filling was to make man and woman in his 

image to reflect his glory by mediating his rule and dominion over the created order, to 

worship and obey him in the enjoyment of his presence.  Now, what is the culmination of 

the de-creation plagues, the tenth and final plague?  It is the death of people!  Sin is 

destructive and DEADLY. 

Why do we die?  Every tear at every funeral betrays the fact that deep down we 

know it’s not supposed to be this way.  So why does it happen?  Genesis 3 tells us.  God 

had brought Adam and Eve, the first humans, into a covenant relationship with himself.  

There was bliss under his benevolent rule and the potential for immortality.  God had 

restricted the fruit of just one tree from them, because part of acknowledging that the 

Lord is the one, true God is to submit to his boundaries.  God knew what would happen if 

they didn’t and he told Adam that “in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Gen. 

2:17; ESV). 

But what did Adam and Eve do?  They rebelled and ate.  Why?  Idolatry.  The 

story tells us that they desired to “be like God” themselves (Gen. 3:5).  Did such a move 

bring greater happiness?  No.  Shame.  Dysfunction.  Pain (both physical and emotional) 

and the pronouncement to the man that “you [will] return to the ground, since from it you 

were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return” (Gen. 3:19).  Returning to dust, 

de-creation, disintegration… death (both physical and spiritual). 

To be cut off from God is to be cut off from life.  Human death is just as natural 

as cut flowers wilting in a vase.  The Bible tells us this in many ways: “The wages of sin 

is death” (Rom. 6:23).  “Sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death” (James 1:15).  

“Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death 

came to all men, because all sinned.”  All of us sinned in Adam. 

 And all of us have sinned in our lives.  “Each of us has turned to his own way” 

(Is. 53:6).  We’ve all “exchanged the glory of the immortal God for [idols]… exchanged 

the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator 

– who is forever praised” (Rom. 1:23, 25).  Isn’t it true?  And so death awaits us.  In fact, 

we are in the process of dying.  It’s not a matter of if, but when.  The earth may 

uncontrollably spasm and writhe in pain (cf. Rom. 8:19ff) and this building collapse on 

us today or we may die in our sleep of heart failure at 93.  Either way, are we ready? 

 One person has laid out the issue very clearly.  He says: 

 

Human beings have several basic ways of coping with death and 

its inevitability.  The nihilist gives up entirely.  He says, “I don’t have 

anything to live for anyway; so I might as well destroy myself.”  The 

hedonist tries to distract himself so he doesn’t have to think about death 

and eternity.  “Eat, drink, and be merry,” he says, “for tomorrow we die.”  

The moralist tries to live the best life he can, hoping that perhaps God will 
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accept him in the end.  He says, “I’ve tried to be a good person.  What 

more can God ask?” 

 What most people refuse to do is the one thing that God requires, 

and that is to be sorry for sin.  This is a deadly mistake.  Sin keeps us from 

God, and ultimately it will condemn us to Hell, unless we repent.
2
 

 

 Sin results in death and it’s a grace-filled judgment designed to awaken us all to 

our condition and prepare us for gospel. 

 

Eternal Life 
 You see, “the sequence of plagues illustrates the awesome biblical truth that the 

final issue for recalcitrant humanity is to come face to face with God.”
3
  God himself 

goes through the land.  When we read this or when we read any obituary for that matter 

we should be reminded that sin is destructive and deadly. 

 And because we are more than just physical being (we are spiritual beings too) 

there is a corollary to physical death.  It’s spiritual death, or the second death.  You see a 

day is coming when there will be re-do of sorts of the Egyptian plagues on an even great 

level.  In Revelation 16 we read of sores, blood, darkness, frogs, hail, and death coming 

again – a great and dreadful day, a cosmic conflagration as the effects of sin are allowed 

to run their full course.  Judgment Day.  And yet we read that there are some who even 

then still “refus[e] to repent and glorify him” (Rev. 16:9).  For these there is reserved a 

place of endless judgment, the eternal experience of moral, spiritual, psychological, 

social, mental, physical deterioration.  “This is the second death” (Rev. 21:8).  This is 

what Jesus warns of when he speaks of “perishing” (i.e. Lk. 13:5). 

 But Jesus came embodying the message that “God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him” (Jn. 3:16-17).  Jesus came “preaching the good news of the kingdom and 

healing every disease and sickness” (Mt. 9:35).  And what were his miracles?  They were 

signs.  Signs of what?  Of the coming kingdom where everything sad would come untrue; 

the new creation where order and harmony would be restored.  His miracles were not just 

random displays of power, cool tricks.  He didn’t go around making Pharisees turn into 

donkeys.  The miracles of Jesus were un-plagues!  They were restorations of creation – 

making blind people see, lame people walk, dead people live!  He’s giving little glimmers 

of a reversal to the reversal. 

 The point is that Jesus is coming again to re-create this world so that “there will 

be no more death or mourning or crying or pain” (Rev. 21:4).  And an experience of that 

new creation is available now, a “cross[ing] over from death to life” (Jn. 5:24) so that 

even though you die physically, you live (cf. Jn. 11:25).  You can enjoy uninterrupted 

spiritual life, ever-increasing soul vitality and have the sure hope of a resurrected body in 

which to enjoy that life with God for eternity.  How?  Don’t try to be better; that’s just to 

continue in the idolatry of being your own savior.  Repent!  “For I take no pleasure in the 

death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord.  Repent and live!” (Ezek. 18:32).  

Acknowledge your sin and look to Jesus as your Savior and Lord. 

 

Death of THE Firstborn 



7 

 You see, “he is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation” 

(Col. 1:15).  And yet this firstborn was struck down.  Did you realize that one the cross, 

Jesus was taking God’s judgment for sin on himself, all the plagues were being 

experienced by Jesus on the cross.  It’s a scene of cosmic conflagration.  “From the sixth 

hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land” (Mt. 27:45).  That’s saying 

something.  Jesus experienced the “blackest darkness” on the cross (cf. 2Pe. 2:17, Jd. 13).  

When he died “the earth shook and the rocks split” (Mt. 27:51).  De-creation language!  

Jesus is experiencing the implosion of the soul, the full fury of God’s wrath at idolatry, 

destruction and death (physical and spiritual).  He, the second member of the Trinity, the 

eternal and beloved Son of God, is being cut off from Life on our behalf – “About the 

ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’ – which means, 

‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” (Mt. 27:45-46).  This is how we escape 

the destruction and death of our sin... by repenting and believing that Christ took all our 

sin upon himself on the cross, suffering in our place, and secured our eternal life by his 

resurrection. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
The required response from this passage from all of us is the same.  Repent of 

your sins and find safety in the mercy purchased by Christ’s body and blood.  If you 

don’t want to do that now, then you’ve never really done that in the past and you don’t 

know how much time you have left in the future. 

 

Benediction 
Jesus said, “I have come that you may have life and have it to the full.”  May you 

experience that life today and this week and into all eternity! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, January 24, 2010.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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