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Text 
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Pharaoh's heart is unyielding; he refuses to let the people go. 

15
 Go to 

Pharaoh in the morning as he goes out to the water. Wait on the bank of the Nile to meet him, and take in 

your hand the staff that was changed into a snake. 
16

 Then say to him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, 

has sent me to say to you: Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the desert. But until now you 

have not listened. 
17

 This is what the LORD says: By this you will know that I am the LORD: With the staff 

that is in my hand I will strike the water of the Nile, and it will be changed into blood. 
18

 The fish in the Nile 

will die, and the river will stink; the Egyptians will not be able to drink its water.'" 
19

 The LORD said to 

Moses, "Tell Aaron, 'Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt-- over the streams 

and canals, over the ponds and all the reservoirs'-- and they will turn to blood. Blood will be everywhere in 

Egypt, even in the wooden buckets and stone jars." 
20

 Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD had 

commanded. He raised his staff in the presence of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of the 

Nile, and all the water was changed into blood. 
21

 The fish in the Nile died, and the river smelled so bad 

that the Egyptians could not drink its water. Blood was everywhere in Egypt. 
22

 But the Egyptian magicians 

did the same things by their secret arts, and Pharaoh's heart became hard; he would not listen to Moses 

and Aaron, just as the LORD had said. 
23

 Instead, he turned and went into his palace, and did not take even 

this to heart. 
24

 And all the Egyptians dug along the Nile to get drinking water, because they could not drink 

the water of the river. 
25

 Seven days passed after the LORD struck the Nile. 

8:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh and say to him, 'This is what the LORD says: Let my 

people go, so that they may worship me. 
2
 If you refuse to let them go, I will plague your whole country with 

frogs. 
3
 The Nile will teem with frogs. They will come up into your palace and your bedroom and onto your 

bed, into the houses of your officials and on your people, and into your ovens and kneading troughs. 
4
 The 

frogs will go up on you and your people and all your officials.'" 
5
 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Tell 

Aaron, 'Stretch out your hand with your staff over the streams and canals and ponds, and make frogs come 

up on the land of Egypt.'" 
6
 So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came 

up and covered the land. 
7
 But the magicians did the same things by their secret arts; they also made frogs 

come up on the land of Egypt. 
8
 Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, "Pray to the LORD to take 

the frogs away from me and my people, and I will let your people go to offer sacrifices to the LORD." 
9
 

Moses said to Pharaoh, "I leave to you the honor of setting the time for me to pray for you and your 

officials and your people that you and your houses may be rid of the frogs, except for those that remain in 

the Nile." 
10

 "Tomorrow," Pharaoh said. Moses replied, "It will be as you say, so that you may know there 

is no one like the LORD our God. 
11

 The frogs will leave you and your houses, your officials and your 

people; they will remain only in the Nile." 
12

 After Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh, Moses cried out to the 

LORD about the frogs he had brought on Pharaoh. 
13

 And the LORD did what Moses asked. The frogs died 

in the houses, in the courtyards and in the fields. 
14

 They were piled into heaps, and the land reeked of 

them. 
15

 But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and would not listen to Moses 

and Aaron, just as the LORD had said. 
16

 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Tell Aaron, 'Stretch out your staff 

and strike the dust of the ground,' and throughout the land of Egypt the dust will become gnats." 
17

 They did 
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this, and when Aaron stretched out his hand with the staff and struck the dust of the ground, gnats came 

upon men and animals. All the dust throughout the land of Egypt became gnats. 
18

 But when the magicians 

tried to produce gnats by their secret arts, they could not. And the gnats were on men and animals. 
19

 The 

magicians said to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of God." But Pharaoh's heart was hard and he would not 

listen, just as the LORD had said. 
20

 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Get up early in the morning and 

confront Pharaoh as he goes to the water and say to him, 'This is what the LORD says: Let my people go, 

so that they may worship me. 
21

 If you do not let my people go, I will send swarms of flies on you and your 

officials, on your people and into your houses. The houses of the Egyptians will be full of flies, and even the 

ground where they are. 
22

 "'But on that day I will deal differently with the land of Goshen, where my people 

live; no swarms of flies will be there, so that you will know that I, the LORD, am in this land. 
23

 I will make 

a distinction between my people and your people. This miraculous sign will occur tomorrow.'" 
24

 And the 

LORD did this. Dense swarms of flies poured into Pharaoh's palace and into the houses of his officials, and 

throughout Egypt the land was ruined by the flies. 
25

 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, 

"Go, sacrifice to your God here in the land." 
26

 But Moses said, "That would not be right. The sacrifices we 

offer the LORD our God would be detestable to the Egyptians. And if we offer sacrifices that are detestable 

in their eyes, will they not stone us? 
27

 We must take a three-day journey into the desert to offer sacrifices to 

the LORD our God, as he commands us." 
28

 Pharaoh said, "I will let you go to offer sacrifices to the LORD 

your God in the desert, but you must not go very far. Now pray for me." 
29

 Moses answered, "As soon as I 

leave you, I will pray to the LORD, and tomorrow the flies will leave Pharaoh and his officials and his 

people. Only be sure that Pharaoh does not act deceitfully again by not letting the people go to offer 

sacrifices to the LORD." 
30

 Then Moses left Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD, 
31

 and the LORD did what 

Moses asked: The flies left Pharaoh and his officials and his people; not a fly remained. 
32

 But this time 

also Pharaoh hardened his heart and would not let the people go. 

9:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh and say to him, 'This is what the LORD, the God of the 

Hebrews, says: "Let my people go, so that they may worship me." 
2
 If you refuse to let them go and 

continue to hold them back, 
3
 the hand of the LORD will bring a terrible plague on your livestock in the 

field-- on your horses and donkeys and camels and on your cattle and sheep and goats. 
4
 But the LORD will 

make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and that of Egypt, so that no animal belonging to the 

Israelites will die.'" 
5
 The LORD set a time and said, "Tomorrow the LORD will do this in the land." 

6
 And 

the next day the LORD did it: All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one animal belonging to the 

Israelites died. 
7
 Pharaoh sent men to investigate and found that not even one of the animals of the 

Israelites had died. Yet his heart was unyielding and he would not let the people go. 
8
 Then the LORD said 

to Moses and Aaron, "Take handfuls of soot from a furnace and have Moses toss it into the air in the 

presence of Pharaoh. 
9
 It will become fine dust over the whole land of Egypt, and festering boils will break 

out on men and animals throughout the land." 
10

 So they took soot from a furnace and stood before 

Pharaoh. Moses tossed it into the air, and festering boils broke out on men and animals. 
11

 The magicians 

could not stand before Moses because of the boils that were on them and on all the Egyptians. 
12

 But the 

LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart and he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said 

to Moses. 
13

 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Get up early in the morning, confront Pharaoh and say to him, 

'This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go, so that they may worship me, 
14

 

or this time I will send the full force of my plagues against you and against your officials and your people, 

so you may know that there is no one like me in all the earth. 
15

 For by now I could have stretched out my 

hand and struck you and your people with a plague that would have wiped you off the earth. 
16

 But I have 

raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be 

proclaimed in all the earth. 
17

 You still set yourself against my people and will not let them go. 
18

 Therefore, 

at this time tomorrow I will send the worst hailstorm that has ever fallen on Egypt, from the day it was 

founded till now. 
19

 Give an order now to bring your livestock and everything you have in the field to a 

place of shelter, because the hail will fall on every man and animal that has not been brought in and is still 

out in the field, and they will die.'" 
20

 Those officials of Pharaoh who feared the word of the LORD hurried 

to bring their slaves and their livestock inside. 
21

 But those who ignored the word of the LORD left their 

slaves and livestock in the field. 
22

 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward the sky so 

that hail will fall all over Egypt-- on men and animals and on everything growing in the fields of Egypt." 
23

 

When Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, the LORD sent thunder and hail, and lightning flashed 

down to the ground. So the LORD rained hail on the land of Egypt; 
24

 hail fell and lightning flashed back 

and forth. It was the worst storm in all the land of Egypt since it had become a nation. 
25

 Throughout Egypt 

hail struck everything in the fields-- both men and animals; it beat down everything growing in the fields 
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and stripped every tree. 
26

 The only place it did not hail was the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were. 
27

 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron. "This time I have sinned," he said to them. "The LORD is in 

the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. 
28

 Pray to the LORD, for we have had enough thunder and 

hail. I will let you go; you don't have to stay any longer." 
29

 Moses replied, "When I have gone out of the 

city, I will spread out my hands in prayer to the LORD. The thunder will stop and there will be no more 

hail, so you may know that the earth is the LORD's. 
30

 But I know that you and your officials still do not 

fear the LORD God." 
31

 (The flax and barley were destroyed, since the barley had headed and the flax was 

in bloom. 
32

 The wheat and spelt, however, were not destroyed, because they ripen later.) 
33

 Then Moses left 

Pharaoh and went out of the city. He spread out his hands toward the LORD; the thunder and hail stopped, 

and the rain no longer poured down on the land. 
34

 When Pharaoh saw that the rain and hail and thunder 

had stopped, he sinned again: He and his officials hardened their hearts. 
35

 So Pharaoh's heart was hard 

and he would not let the Israelites go, just as the LORD had said through Moses. 

10:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the hearts of his 

officials so that I may perform these miraculous signs of mine among them 
2
 that you may tell your children 

and grandchildren how I dealt harshly with the Egyptians and how I performed my signs among them, and 

that you may know that I am the LORD." 
3
 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said to him, "This is 

what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: 'How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me? 

Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 
4
 If you refuse to let them go, I will bring locusts into your 

country tomorrow. 
5
 They will cover the face of the ground so that it cannot be seen. They will devour what 

little you have left after the hail, including every tree that is growing in your fields. 
6
 They will fill your 

houses and those of all your officials and all the Egyptians-- something neither your fathers nor your 

forefathers have ever seen from the day they settled in this land till now.'" Then Moses turned and left 

Pharaoh. 
7
 Pharaoh's officials said to him, "How long will this man be a snare to us? Let the people go, so 

that they may worship the LORD their God. Do you not yet realize that Egypt is ruined?" 
8
 Then Moses and 

Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh. "Go, worship the LORD your God," he said. "But just who will be 

going?" 
9
 Moses answered, "We will go with our young and old, with our sons and daughters, and with our 

flocks and herds, because we are to celebrate a festival to the LORD." 
10

 Pharaoh said, "The LORD be with 

you-- if I let you go, along with your women and children! Clearly you are bent on evil. 
11

 No! Have only 

the men go; and worship the LORD, since that's what you have been asking for." Then Moses and Aaron 

were driven out of Pharaoh's presence. 
12

 And the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over Egypt 

so that locusts will swarm over the land and devour everything growing in the fields, everything left by the 

hail." 
13

 So Moses stretched out his staff over Egypt, and the LORD made an east wind blow across the 

land all that day and all that night. By morning the wind had brought the locusts; 
14

 they invaded all Egypt 

and settled down in every area of the country in great numbers. Never before had there been such a plague 

of locusts, nor will there ever be again. 
15

 They covered all the ground until it was black. They devoured all 

that was left after the hail-- everything growing in the fields and the fruit on the trees. Nothing green 

remained on tree or plant in all the land of Egypt. 
16

 Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses and Aaron and 

said, "I have sinned against the LORD your God and against you. 
17

 Now forgive my sin once more and 

pray to the LORD your God to take this deadly plague away from me." 
18

 Moses then left Pharaoh and 

prayed to the LORD. 
19

 And the LORD changed the wind to a very strong west wind, which caught up the 

locusts and carried them into the Red Sea. Not a locust was left anywhere in Egypt. 
20

 But the LORD 

hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let the Israelites go. 
21

 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch 

out your hand toward the sky so that darkness will spread over Egypt-- darkness that can be felt." 
22

 So 

Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and total darkness covered all Egypt for three days. 
23

 No one 

could see anyone else or leave his place for three days. Yet all the Israelites had light in the places where 

they lived. 
24

 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, "Go, worship the LORD. Even your women and 

children may go with you; only leave your flocks and herds behind." 
25

 But Moses said, "You must allow us 

to have sacrifices and burnt offerings to present to the LORD our God. 
26

 Our livestock too must go with 

us; not a hoof is to be left behind. We have to use some of them in worshiping the LORD our God, and until 

we get there we will not know what we are to use to worship the LORD." 
27

 But the LORD hardened 

Pharaoh's heart, and he was not willing to let them go. 
28

 Pharaoh said to Moses, "Get out of my sight! 

Make sure you do not appear before me again! The day you see my face you will die." 
29

 "Just as you say," 

Moses replied, "I will never appear before you again." 

 

Introduction 



4 

 It’s good to be preaching again.  I’ve enjoyed having the last three Sundays off.  

Andrea and the girls and I had a really good time resting and being with family over 

Christmas and the New Year.  I trust you did too.  I feel refreshed and renewed in my 

calling to proclaim God’s Word and am excited about where we are in the book called 

Exodus – we’re finally ready for the event of the exodus. 

All OT scholars would agree that “this act of God, the leading of Israel out of 

Egypt… is the determinative event in Israel’s history for all time to come.”
1
  In fact, 

someone has said that “without this Exodus grammar it becomes virtually impossible to 

understand the language of the Bible.”
2
  And the themes, motifs, and truths found in this 

account that we’re beginning to look at today are foundational if you want to understand 

the Christian God. 

Perhaps the most famous line in one of William Shakespeare’s most popular 

comedies, As You Like It, proclaims – “All the world’s a stage, and all the men and 

women merely players.”  Well this famous segment in the grand theodrama of 

redemptive history, adapted and rehearsed more often than Shakespeare from Cecil B. 

DeMille to Dreamworks, also maintains that all the world’s a stage.  It’s a theater for the 

display of God’s glory.  God is the owner, the writer, the director, the producer, and the 

lead actor.  And all our exits and entrances are merely contributing to this larger plot of 

revealing God’s transcendent majesty and inestimable worth. 

There are few scenes in the Bible where this point is more clear than here in the 

plagues.  As we look at it today and over the next weeks we will (hopefully) see that God 

is about displaying his unique, unparalleled, incomparable, splendor and power and 

authority.  He’s unlike any other.  All rival so-called deities are pathetic objects of 

worship.  “For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all 

gods” (Ps. 96:4).  “[He] will not yield [his] glory to another” (Is. 48:11).  His intention in 

these events was unequivocally “to make a name for [himself]” (1Chron. 17:21).  He says 

as much, as we’ll see. 

I’ll tell you up front that my intention in this sermon is to help you perceive the 

supremacy of the God of the Bible… and revel in it. 

But I realize that’s a hard task.  The reality is that we don’t naturally love the idea 

of God’s glory.  Something about this doesn’t sit well with us.  It’s exclusive; we’re 

pluralistic.  We’re also skeptical of authority (and why shouldn’t we be: it’s been abused 

so often).  And someone has confessed honestly: “My problem with the Bible is that as 

soon as I open it I bump up against the absolute.  Actually, it is more that the absolute 

punches me in the face whenever I read this book.”
3
  And perhaps this may be how you 

feel when reading this section in particular. 

Another contemporary objection, stated in a recent newspaper article discussing 

religion points out: “We know that human tyrants, puffed up with pride, crave adulation 

and homage.”
4
  The late C.S. Lewis put it this way referring to his pre-conversion 

impression of the repeated calls in the psalms to praise God – it seemed like God was 

pining “for our worship like a vain woman who wants compliments.”
5
  Something 

doesn’t seem quite right to us about a God who is all about his own glory, who sets up the 

world to be a stage to showcase himself. 

But could it mostly be that we just really want to be the star of the show?  And 

what if God really is all he says he is?  What if he’s supremely sublime?  And therefore, 

what if God’s insistent self-exaltation is not base narcissism or egomania but the key to 
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our deepest joy – a loving revelation and invitation to us to delight in that which alone is 

eternally satisfying?  Let’s think more together on these things as we look at this 

important text.  In short, what we see in this text is just this: there is one true God and 

we must submit to him. 

 

Let’s pray… “How great you are, O Sovereign Lord!  There is no one like you, and there 

is no God but you…” (1Sam. 7:22) 

 

The Occasion 

 Pastor Adam got us back into this book last week with sort of a prelude to the 

plagues.  The great deliverance of God’s people from their oppression in Egypt has been 

the anticipation of this book since the outset.  Now it’s actually happening.  God has 

commissioned Moses, with Aaron’s help, to go to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and demand 

that he release the Hebrew people. 

 It’s been predicted ahead of time that Pharaoh’s heart would be hardened so that 

he would not let the people go.  The words ‘hard’ and ‘heart’ are found together at least 

10x in today’s text.  We’ve already seen Pharaoh rebuff earlier requests, but we’re 

assured all along that the Lord is just setting the stage for this great display of his might, 

so that there will be no doubt.  God is setting up the conflict in order to make a clear 

statement. 

 There are 10 plagues total – a number of completeness to show the emphasis with 

which God is making his statement.  Today we’ll just look at the first 9.  The 10
th

 is the 

grand finale and we’ll reserve that for future weeks.  But the first 9 are best taken 

together.  It’s a large section and there are no doubt details in each plague that would 

reward closer inspection.  But overall the message is essentially the same and it’s most 

beneficial to compile them and see the big picture and let the magnitude and weighty-

ness be felt. 

 The first 9 plagues brought about by the Lord through Moses and Aaron were as 

follows: 

(1) the turning of the Nile into blood, 

(2) the infestation of the land with frogs, 

(3) the multiplication of gnats; then 

(4) the swarm of flies, 

(5) the destruction of the livestock, 

(6) the epidemic of boils; and then 

(7) the bombardment of hail, 

(8) the devastation of the locusts, and 

(9) the overwhelming darkness. 

 

The Nature 

 The immediate question many people have when we read this story is, “Did this 

actually happen?”  It’s a fanciful and dramatic story, but can we take it to be much more 

than that? 

In answer to that question there have been many intriguing naturalistic 

explanations offered for such events.  Many of the phenomena described here sound 

similar to occurrences known to have happened and sometimes still happen in that area of 
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the world.  So one “reconstruction develops along the lines that exceptionally high flood 

levels brought increased sediment into the Nile, discolouring the river…  There was then 

an outbreak of bacterial poisoning in the river which killed off the fish.  This further 

polluted the water forcing the frogs to invade the dry land.  When they died off through 

lack of food, the carcases [sic] provided an ideal breeding ground for mosquitoes and 

flies, which rapidly multiplied and spread through the land.  The increased number of 

flies carried disease (often identified as anthrax) to the land animals and eventually to 

humans.”
6
  You can kind of see how this could happen; it’s an intriguing hypothesis. 

But I don’t think these kinds of explanations are the ‘answers’ to salvage our 

respect for the Bible and bolster its plausibility against modernist skepticism.  I think 

there is more going on here than scientific theories can account for.  “What we have is 

not a religious explanation of events that were going to happen anyway,” states one 

commentator.
7
  The timing, the selectivity, the juxtaposition with Egyptian magic arts, 

details like dust turning into gnats, the connection with distinct movements of Moses’ 

staff, and the intentionality… all convey a sense of the supernatural at work here.  We 

who are Christians believe in a God that’s distinct from this material world and able to 

act upon it, so we have to maintain our affirmation of the supernatural as a display of 

God’s greatness.  And I believe this is displayed here. 

But we also have to guard against a misunderstanding that fails to see how God 

can also be glorified in his control over the normal processes of nature.  Too many times 

Christians who have to be supernaturalists to truly be Christians can commit this error.  I 

think this account very probably does contain a mixture of natural and supernatural.  And 

both God’s using the laws of nature and his suspending them display his power and glory. 

So bottom line: the text is asserting that these spectacular events actually did 

happen.  Some of it is representative of a providential convergence of natural causes; 

some of it can be truly categorized as miraculous.  In both ways God shows his divine 

power and prerogative as the sovereign Creator of the natural world. 

 

The Structure 
 Like everything else we’ve seen in the Pentateuch that claims to be reporting 

history, this report is also crafted with theological intention.  It’s not just a dry recitation 

of the facts; it’s reporting them in a way that interprets them.  In other words, the way the 

events are related clue us in to their significance.  This is fascinating here. 

 These 9 plagues come in 3 groups of 3.  Blood, frogs, gnats.  Flies, livestock, 

boils.  Hail, locusts, darkness.  How do we see that?  Well, the first, fourth, and seventh 

(in other words the first in each triad) is introduced by a warning given to Pharaoh in the 

morning (and by the river for at least the first two).  The second plague in each group is 

introduced by a warning given to Pharaoh, probably at his palace.  The third plague in 

each set comes about with no warning. 

 The plagues in the first group of three are all performed with Aaron’s staff.  The 

plagues of the second group of three are performed by the Lord or Moses’ word.  And 

then those in the third set are all done by Moses’ staff and/or outstretched arm.  It’s 

almost like God’s taking the training wheels off of Moses, isn’t it? 

 There’s another kind of progression.  It’s less obvious and less tied to the 

groupings of three and somewhat debated but there seems to be an escalation.  The 
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severity increases from irritations to destructions to death.  There are all kinds of ways to 

slice and dice this.  The point is that it’s told with carefulness and intentionality. 

 

The Purpose 

And the main thing this carefully structured account does is to communicate 

something of the purpose of God behind all these “signs and wonders” (7:3).  These 

plagues are answering Pharaoh’s question from 5:2.  If you’ll remember, the first time 

Moses and Aaron appeared before Pharaoh he said dismissively – “Who is the Lord that I 

should obey him?”  Pharaoh is getting an answer to that question, “Who is the Lord that I 

should obey him?” 

The first plague in each group contains a clear purpose clause.  So the account of 

the first plague in the first group (blood) has this statement in 7:17 – “by this you will 

know that I am the Lord.”  The treatment of the first plague in the second trio (flies) has 

8:22 – “so that you will know that I, the Lord, am in this land.”  And the segment 

describing the first plague in the third set (hail) includes these words in 9:14 – “so you 

may know that there is no one like me in all the earth.” 

This is the main point.  Yahweh, the God of Israel, is showing that he alone is 

God.  Just so that it’s clear, similar purpose statements are sprinkled throughout:  “So that 

you may know there is no one like the Lord our God” (8:10); “so [that] you may know 

that the earth is the Lord’s” (9:29); “[so] that you may know that I am the Lord” (10:2).  

The Lord declared to Pharaoh through Moses, “I have raised you up for this very 

purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all 

the earth” (9:16). 

The point is clear.  This is a power encounter.  The Egyptian magicians start off 

duplicating with the blood and the frogs, but then try with the gnats and can’t do it.  And 

they don’t try again after that.  And by the end they can’t even stand up because of the 

boils.  The point that there is one true God is also clear from the fact that a distinction is 

made between the Israelites and Egyptians – for most of these plagues it’s mentioned 

explicitly that they didn’t harm the land of Goshen where the Hebrews were living. 

Now it has to be understood that this is not a showdown between the Israelites 

and the Egyptians or between Moses and Pharaoh.  This is purely a confrontation 

between Yahweh and false gods.  We’ve seen the repeated purpose statements – “So that 

you would know that I am the one true God” – and this is so unambiguously seen when 

you realize what everyone at that time would have immediately realized and that is that 

most if not all of the plagues are a direct attack on an Egyptian deity. 

The first plague, the plague of blood, exposed the Egyptian worship of Hapi – the 

god of the Nile.  Remember that the Nile was the source of all life in Egypt, the engine of 

the Egyptian economy.  Its regular flooding provided fertilization and irrigation and in 

turn financial security.  And so what do the Egyptians do?  They deify it.  And what does 

God do?  He has his way with the Nile. 

We know that the Egyptians had a frog goddess – Heqet.  In the second plague 

Yahweh demonstrates the power to summon frogs… and then he kills them.  By the way, 

has anyone seen the movie Magnolia?  This is not just some random, freaky frog storm.  

God is making a statement. 

The earth deity was Geb.  Aaron’s staff struck the dust and turned it into pesky 

gnats.  Yahweh is sovereign over the earth too! 
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The destruction of the livestock was a direct assault on the bull gods Apis and 

Mnevis, the cow god Hathor, the ram god Khnum. 

The painful boils mocked the Egyptian god of healing – Sekhmet. 

The hail and locusts ravaged the domain of Min, Nepri, Anubis, Senehem – the 

gods of grain. 

The famous sun god – Amon Re – is humiliated by Yahweh when he spread 

darkness over the land for three days.  The sun’s shining is under the control of Israel’s 

God, not Amon Re! 

And in the tenth and final plague, which we’ll look at in more detail next week, 

by slaying Pharaoh’s firstborn Yahweh solemnly shows up the cult of Pharaoh itself 

(remember the Pharaoh was seen as a divine manifestation). 

That’s just a sampling.  There are other proposals for other gods that may be in 

mind here.  Is it easy to get carried away with this?  Yes.  My favorite Egyptian gods that 

I read about are Nut and Shu.  But there are too many parallels for this all to be just a 

coincidence or a gross reading into the text.  Besides, there are direct statements in the 

Pentateuch itself that prove this interpretation broadly speaking.  What was God doing 

with these plagues?  In Exodus 12, at the culmination of the plagues, we read God’s 

words, “I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt.  I am the Lord” (Ex. 12:12; cf. 

18:11, Nu. 33:3-4). 

The principle is not just found here.  It’s throughout the whole Bible.  It’s 

summarized well in Isaiah 42:8 – “I am the Lord; that is my name!  I will not give my 

glory to another or my praise to idols.” 

 

Application 

Okay, hopefully there’s no doubt as to the simple point of this ancient text: there 

is one true God.  Now, what might it be saying today?  You may not see agree yet with 

the assertion, but you should at least see the applicability.  I don’t think it’s hard to see 

how our culture is not that different from the Egyptians’.  “They worshipped the Nile; we 

follow the NASDAQ – they are just two different names for the same god,” one preacher 

has pointed out.
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I want to read to you from a transcript of a commencement address given by 

David Foster Wallace to the graduating class of Kenyon College in 2005.  David Foster 

Wallace was a highly acclaimed novelist and essayist best known for Infinite Jest, which 

Time magazine picked as one of the all time best novels of our era.  He tragically 

committed suicide a little over a year ago.  But this speech, when I first heard it, stunned 

me.  It struck me as penetrating and perceptive on so many points, lacking in one major 

point, so in the end he was so close, yet so far away.  But I just have to read a section of it 

to you: 

 

Here’s something else that’s weird but true: in the day-to day trenches of 

adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism.  There is no such 

thing as not worshipping.  Everybody worships.  The only choice we get is 

what to worship.  And the compelling reason for maybe choosing some 

sort of god or spiritual-type thing to worship – be it JC or Allah, be it 

YHWH or the Wiccan Mother Goddess, or the Four Noble Truths, or 

some inviolable set of ethical principles – is that pretty much anything else 
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you worship will eat you alive.  If you worship money and things, if they 

are where you tap real meaning in life, then you will never have enough, 

never feel you have enough.  It’s the truth.  Worship your body and beauty 

and sexual allure and you will always feel ugly.  And when time and age 

start showing, you will die a million deaths before they finally grieve 

you…. 

 

Worship power, you will end up feeling weak and afraid, and you will 

need ever more power over others to numb you to your own fear.  

Worship your intellect, being seen as smart, you will end up feeling 

stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found out….  But the 

insidious thing about these forms of worship is… that they’re 

unconscious.  They are default settings. 

 

They’re the kind of worship you just gradually slip into, day after day, 

getting more and more selective about what you see and how you measure 

value without ever being fully aware that that’s what you’re doing. 

 

And the so-called real world will not discourage you from operating on 

your default settings, because the so-called real world of men and money 

and power hums merrily along in a pool of fear and anger and frustration 

and craving and worship of self.  Our own present culture has harnessed 

these forces in ways that have yielded extraordinary wealth and comfort 

and personal freedom.  The freedom all to be lords of our tiny skull-sized 

kingdoms, alone at the center of all creation.
9
 

 

 Wow.  Profoundly insightful, isn’t it?  What are you worshipping?  David Foster 

Wallace understood with acute perception something of the folly of Pharaoh, the 

proclivity to worship gods that only destroy us. 

I’d like to point out that there another god of our age that we still can’t shake.  We 

don’t even want to acknowledge it.  It’s the god of Inclusivism.  It tells us that all 

religions are pretty much the same; you can’t say your approach to spirituality is superior 

to others, which ironically in and of itself is an outrageously exclusive thing to say 

because it assumes that your approach is right.  It’s self-defeating.  And our self-

destructive devotion to it simply cannot allow the idea that the God of the Bible is the one 

true God.  Allah, Yahweh, the Wiccan Mother Goddess, the Four Noble Truths, or some 

inviolable set of ethical principles are not all equal or the same.  They are, in fact, very 

different.  Idolatry is indeed our default setting. 

God is exclaiming through these plagues, “I am the one and only!”  That there is 

one true God is the uniform assertion of the Bible and of Christians’ confessions 

throughout history.  And another thing to clear up is that JC is Yahweh.  In the Gospels 

we see Jesus as the One who even the wind and the waves obey (Mk. 4:41); he has 

authority over nature.  We see Jesus repeatedly using the “I am” formulation to identify 

himself (‘I am’ being the translation of the divine name, ‘Yahweh’, that was revealed to 

Moses).  The most controversial of these is his statement – “I am the way and the truth 
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and the life” (Jn. 14:6).  The Christian creed is Jesus is Lord.  All other gods are nothing 

(Is. 41:24). 

 

Submission 
 Such a reality calls for what comes so hard for us idolaters – submission.  There 

is one true God and we must submit to him.  This is the required response to the fact 

that God alone is God – to acknowledge and acquiesce to his sole right to the throne of 

the universe.  Yet it goes against every grain of our not just postmodern, but post-Fall 

souls. 

We see this illustrated for us in Pharaoh’s intransigence.  His heart was unyielding 

(7:14).  “How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me?” (10:3), God asks him.  

He is refusing to submit after every plague.  And there’s a lesson here: submission only 

gets harder and harder as the calcifying effect of sin sets in more and more.  At first we 

read that Pharaoh hardens his heart, but as time goes on we begin to read that God 

hardens Pharaoh’s heart; he gives him over to his depraved mind.  It’s a scary picture of 

the recalcitrance in all of us. 

God demands submission… and we bristle and balk… and yet God demands our 

submission… and I know what you’re thinking – “So how is this any different than 

Islam, really?”  Islam means quite literally ‘submission’; a Muslim is ‘one who submits’; 

the first of the Five Pillars states, “There is no God but Allah…”  And the difference is 

that the Christian God redeems!  That’s what this whole narrative is about and we will 

see the richness of redemption in the Passover that’s coming up.  Notice here that the 

Israelites are going to worship Yahweh after they are delivered/redeemed by an act of his 

grace.  Any genuine submission can only come from a heart that’s melted by mercy. 

Jesus differs from Mohammed and all others in that he doesn’t just demand 

submission from people, he dies in the place of unsubmissive sinners to redeem them; he 

submits himself to death in order to recapture his people’s worship.  This is the greatest 

glory of our God – he is a God who saves us.  This makes him utterly unique and worthy 

of our utmost worship. 

Christianity begins with a call to submission… Yes.  It calls for us to submit to 

the indictment of idolatry and accept the guilty verdict without appeal.  And then it calls 

us to submit to the fact that you can’t do anything to save yourself.  And these are 

offensive demands to our egos.  But standing over it all is a crucified Lord.  He doesn’t 

just demand submission; he melts our hearts into submission at the sight of his sacrifice.  

And once we recognize the depths of our sin and the lengths which he went to save us, 

we gladly bend the knee. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
May you find freedom and satisfaction in full surrender to the One who surrendered his 

life for you. 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, January 17, 2010.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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