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Text 
Now when the LORD spoke to Moses in Egypt, 

29
 he said to him, "I am the LORD. Tell Pharaoh king of 

Egypt everything I tell you." 
30

 But Moses said to the LORD, "Since I speak with faltering lips, why would 

Pharaoh listen to me?" 

7:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron 

will be your prophet. 
2
 You are to say everything I command you, and your brother Aaron is to tell Pharaoh 

to let the Israelites go out of his country. 
3
 But I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and though I multiply my 

miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt, 
4
 he will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and 

with mighty acts of judgment I will bring out my divisions, my people the Israelites. 
5
 And the Egyptians 

will know that I am the LORD when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it." 
6
 

Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD commanded them. 
7
 Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-

three when they spoke to Pharaoh. 

 

Introduction 
 After a break for a genealogy (which we looked at last week), today we pick the 

conversation between Moses and God back up here in v. 28.  This section in Exodus is 

one last literary delay before the big show down, which… we’ll get to after the New 

Year.  Don’t you just love the suspense? 

Looking at this section, there’s really nothing new here.  These verses are mostly 

just a summary of the salient points so far in the story.  The Lord has revealed himself 

and his saving character to Moses and sent him on a mission to speak to Pharaoh, king of 

Egypt.  But Moses is reluctant, citing something to do with his lips.  But God has made a 

provision for Moses in that his brother, Aaron, will help him.  Moses doesn’t have to do 

all the talking (cf. 4:14-16).  This is the situation.  We’ve heard all this before. 

The message for Pharaoh is the same – “Let the Israelites go.”  The predicted 

response is repeated again – God will harden Pharaoh’s heart and he will not listen.  And 

the final result is still fixed – the Lord will act in a mighty way to rescue his people, to 

bring them out to freedom.  We’re ready to see all of this actually go down, but alas the 

biblical writer wants draw attention to one more thing before we get on with it. 

Last week it was the importance of a priest.  A genealogy was given that clearly 

emphasized the Levites and Aaron and his high priestly line in particular.  A crucial piece 

of this grand redemption that God is about to enact is the priesthood – a select and set 

apart group who can represent the people before God and make atonement for their sins.  

And this, of course, ultimately foreshadowed Jesus, the Great High Priest. 
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If there is something unique in today’s text, I think it’s the proto-office of prophet.  

That word – ‘prophet’ – finds its very first occurrence in Exodus right here in 7:1 (only 

the 2
nd

 occurrence in all of the Pentateuch).  The concept has been introduced already – 

Moses says, “Thus saith the Lord…” (4:22; 5:1) and speaks in Yahweh’s name (5:23); 

but the use of the word here beckons to be noticed.  I say proto-office because while the 

priesthood gets a lot of attention and instruction in the Pentateuch, the office of prophet 

gets relatively little.  It’s a later development really.  It starts to come together around the 

time of the monarchy with the non-writing prophets like Nathan or Elijah or Elisha.  And 

then the office of prophet reaches its height closer to the time of the exile with writing 

prophets like Micah or Isaiah or Jeremiah. 

But the essence of what a prophet does is defined for us here: he is the 

mouthpiece of God.  And despite the fact that the title ‘prophet’ is technically used to 

describe Aaron here in this section, his relationship to Moses is really supposed to be 

illustrative of Moses’ ultimate role.  Moses is the one who hears directly from Yahweh 

and repeats his message.  The Pentateuch ends in Dt. 34 with this postscript to Moses’ 

death: “Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses” (Dt. 34:10).  Moses is the 

proto-typical prophet.  Aaron functioning as Moses’ ‘prophet’ in places is an initial 

concession to Moses’ weakness and reluctance but it also serves to give us an object 

lesson in what a prophet is.  So on an SAT test it may be stated something like this: 

Aaron is to Moses what Moses is God.  The real (or the primary) prophet here is Moses. 

This reflection on the significance of a prophet will also aid us in our preparation 

for Christmas.  In Dt. 18 we read Moses saying this: “The Lord your God will raise up for 

you a prophet like me from among your own brothers.  You must listen to him” (Dt. 

18:15).  Now we that by the writing of the appendix to the Pentateuch that I just 

referenced this subsequent prophet hadn’t come yet.  Many prophets did come, but still 

by the first century there remained a widespread expectation for “the Prophet who is to 

come into the world” (Jn. 6:14).  The NT writers assert that this prophecy of Moses the 

prophet for another prophet was ultimately fulfilled in Jesus; he was ‘the Prophet’ (i.e. 

Acts 3:22).  At his transfiguration when the prophets Moses and Elijah showed up beside 

Jesus a voice from heaven boomed – “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 

pleased.  Listen to him! (Mt. 17:5). 

So last week we noted that Jesus is both King and Priest.  Today, we will explore 

what it means that he is Prophet.  For in short, the message of today’s text is simple and 

it’s just this: God’s plan includes a prophet.  And instead of working through the text 

and understanding it in it’s own setting first and then at the end connecting all the dots to 

Jesus, since most of what’s in this text we’ve already seen before I’m just telling you up 

front that this is about Jesus and we’ll just walk through it with that in mind the whole 

time.  God’s plan includes a prophet; Jesus is the Prophet par excellence. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

The Prophet’s Instructions 
 In v. 29 Moses gets his instructions.  We’ve heard them before.  “Tell Pharaoh 

king of Egypt everything I tell you.”  This is the role of the prophet.  He (or she) would 

receive a message from the Lord and was tasked with delivering it, not deviating from it, 

not distorting it, not deleting parts of it, not deciding how it could be ‘improved’, but 
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being like a microphone and speaker that God would talk into.  When God promises to 

raise up a prophet like Moses in Dt. 18 he says, “I will put my words in his mouth, and he 

will tell them everything I command him” (Dt. 18:18). 

Okay, now listen to Jesus describe his own ministry: he says, “I did not speak of 

my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say 

it…  So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say” (Jn. 12:49-50).  “These 

words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me” (Jn. 14:24).  

Jesus spoke God’s word.  In fact, that’s all he did.  “I do nothing on my own but speak 

just what the Father has taught me” (Jn. 8:28), Jesus said. 

 

The Prophet as God 
 Next look at 7:1 – “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘See, I have made you like God 

to Pharaoh.”  In saying everything God commanded Moses, it would be as if Moses were 

God to Pharaoh.  Literally it says, “I have made you God to Pharaoh.”  It’s a way to say 

that in hearing Moses, Pharaoh would be hearing God. 

 Now Moses wasn’t, of course, actually God.  It’s a simile and that’s why most 

translations insert the word ‘like’ in there.  Moses wasn’t actually God… but Jesus was.  

Again, what Moses was in simile, Jesus is in reality.  This strong language here is 

provocative, setting the stage for a prophet to come who would actually be God. 

Moses, the great prophet with whom God spoke “face to face” (Nu. 12:8), in 

speaking for God was acting functionally as God.  But as one commentator puts it, “few 

Christians can read [this] without having their thoughts turn quickly to Jesus, the God-

Man.  Moses’ role as God is a typological foreshadowing of Jesus, who is God.”  This 

commentator goes on to explain that “Christ truly is God, not just in a functional sense as 

we have seen with Moses, but in his essence.  As such, he can fully mediate… God’s 

word… to us.”
1
 

This is important: Jesus didn’t just speak God’s word, he was the Word.  And in 

John 1:1 we read that “in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.”  What we celebrate at Christmas is that “the Word became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14).  “No one has ever seen 

God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has [declared him]” (Jn. 

1:18).  So the human being named Jesus who was born in a manger in Bethlehem and 

grew up to walk around the dusty roads of Palestine teaching people 2000 years ago, 

perfectly spoke God’s message.  He perfectly and completely revealed God – his 

character, his demands, his will.  He was the perfect Prophet, because he was God. 

 The NT doesn’t use this designation – prophet – very often for Jesus because it 

can be misunderstood.  In fact, most of the times we see the word used to describe Jesus, 

it is on the lips of those who don’t quite yet fully understand all of who he is (i.e. Lk. 

7:16; Jn. 4:19, 9:17).  You see: Jesus is way more than a prophet.  He is the fulfillment of 

all prophecy.  He doesn’t just speak on behalf of God; he doesn’t say, “Thus saith the 

Lord…”  Rather, he prefaced his statements with, “Truly, truly I say unto you…”  

Christians don’t think of Jesus like Muslims think of Mohammed (and like Muslims think 

of Jesus for that matter).  He’s not just a great messenger; he is the message.  He doesn’t 

bring, he is the full and final revelation of God. 
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 So don’t think of Jesus as just a prophet, another man who had a few good things 

to say, but understand that he was divine and as such spoke the very words of God.  He is 

a capital ‘P’ Prophet in this sense. 

 

The Prophet’s Reception 
 Now, looking back at Exodus what kind of reception did the message proclaimed 

through Moses and Aaron get?  As they revealed God’s name (that is, his character) and 

his demands to Pharaoh, what is the response?  God says in advance what it will be: “He 

will not listen to you” (7:4).  There is resistance to the prophetic message.  This is the fate 

of every prophet (cf. Acts 7:52). 

 The same was true of Jesus.  “He was in the world, and though the world was 

made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, 

but his own did not receive him” (Jn. 1:10-11).  He was opposed and rejected by the 

powerful of his day. 

 But we can’t fail to see that it’s not just that Pharaoh recoiled at the voice of 

Yahweh coming through Moses.  It says that this was God’s doing, his plan, his purpose.  

We have that inescapable and repeated assertion from God that “I will harden Pharaoh’s 

heart, and though I multiply my miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt, he will not listen 

to you” (7:3-4).  I think John Mackay’s comments are helpful here – “It is not that God is 

going to introduce evil into Pharaoh’s heart – that was not needed; it was already there.  

[But rather by purposefully] withdrawing any restraining influences on Pharaoh and by 

directly challenging his status, the LORD brought it about that the full extent of 

Pharaoh’s stubbornness and opposition became evident.  It would thus be manifest that 

what happened in the release of the Israelites was no voluntary act of Pharaoh, but a 

victory won over him by the superior power of Yahweh.”
2
 

 What’s happening?  God is guaranteeing that there will be violent opposition, an 

epic clash.  Why?  So that he can definitively and decisively act to redeem his people.  

God’s going to harden Pharaoh’s heart to ensure that there is this clear and awesome 

display of God’s saving power.  “Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts 

of judgment I will bring out my divisions [a military term], my people the Israelites.  And 

the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt 

and bring the Israelites out of it” (7:4-5).  Philip Ryken puts it in an interesting way – “In 

the exodus God used both sides of his hand.  With his palm he gently led the Israelites 

out of bondage, while at the same time giving the back of his hand to the Egyptians.”
3
  

The point here is that God hardens Pharaoh’s heart to set up a display of his glory, to 

ensure that there will be showdown.  He forces the exodus.  He is orchestrating things so 

that there will be a great and mighty act of deliverance. 

 Well God not only said in advance that Jesus would be “despised and rejected by 

men” (Is. 53:3), it was the central part of his plan.  God sovereignly orchestrated the 

events of history so that Jesus would be violently opposed for bringing God’s message 

and through these circumstances undertake the greatest act of redemption fathomable.  

Peter on Pentecost explained how Jesus was an innocent harbinger of God’s truth but was 

handed over to people “by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge” who put him to death 

by nailing him to the cross (Acts 2:23).  In another place we read that those who hard-

heartedly raged and conspired against Jesus did exactly “what God’s power and will had 

decided beforehand should happen” (Acts 4:28). 
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 The exodus wasn’t an accident.  Neither was the cross.  God was behind both, the 

former in such a way as to set up the latter.  You see: Jesus of Nazareth was “a prophet, 

powerful in word and deed before God and all the people [but] the chief priests and… 

rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him” (Lk. 24:20).  

And in this cataclysmic event God redeemed his people! 

 

The Prophet’s Purposes 
 In 7:6 we read that “Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded them.”  In 

John 14:31 we read Jesus say, “I love the Father and… I do exactly what my Father has 

commanded me.”  Everything Moses and Aaron represented, Jesus embodied to its 

fullest.  He was the true Prophet declaring God’s word, which ended up getting him 

killed.  But that was just part of God’s plan so that Jesus could act as the true Priest, 

making atonement for his people’s sins.  And this so that they could live with him as their 

true King.  Jesus is our Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 How does this apply to us?  We could talk from this text about the prophetic role 

that every Christian has.  Moses himself wished “that all the Lord’s people were prophets 

and that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” (Nu. 11:29).  And that day has come.  

Reconciled to God in Christ and filled with the Holy Spirit all Christians are prophets in 

some sense (cf. Acts 2:17-18).  We are all tasked with declaring God’s message to the 

world and told to expect opposition.  But we talked about that a little already back in 

Exodus 5. 

 But today I don’t want to jump right to us; I want to stay on Jesus.  I want to 

reflect with you about the deeper question of why God’s plan includes a prophet.  And 

I want to keep the focus on Jesus and think a little more on what it means that he is the 

Prophet.  Last week we saw that God’s plan requires a priest, but why does God’s plan 

also include a prophet?  A priest is necessary to deal with sin, but a prophet is necessary 

to reveal sin.  If God did not communicate, revealing his character and his commands, we 

would never be confronted in our sin so we could cling to Christ and his covering.  If 

God were mute, we wouldn’t know our condition and his provision. 

Moses as God’s prophet relayed not just God’s demands to Pharaoh, but also 

God’s law to Israel.  The first and most important use of the law is to act as a mirror to 

show people their hearts.  To hear God’s voice at Sinai was a terrifying experience for the 

people that made them cry for a mediator (Dt. 5:23ff).  The role of the Prophet was 

primarily to challenge people’s idols, confront them with the living God, and make them 

wilt under the burden of perfection, not so that they would live in misery, but so they 

would look for mercy. 

God has spoken to us ultimately in his Son (Heb. 1:2).  Jesus does this function of 

a prophet.  His life is the standard of perfection.  His teaching exposes the deepest 

motivations of the heart.  At Christmas many people are remotely aware of Jesus, the cute 

baby in the manger.  But have you taken a good look at Jesus recently?  Many people, 

ironically, think they honor Jesus but actually dismiss Jesus by saying he was a prophet.  

But have you really listened to his teaching lately?  It’s common to affirm that Jesus 

taught a lighter message, a message of love, not laws.  But you don’t understand that by 

boiling the law down to love he wasn’t lessening its sting but accentuating it.  Love is not 

law-lite.  The demand for love is not relieving; it’s damning.  That’s why those who saw 
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him for who he really was were shaken – “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 

Lord” (Lk. 5:8; ESV). 

But Jesus doesn’t depart from those who recognize their sin.  He won’t do it.  He 

embraces them.  You see: God’s voice is supposed to cut us, wound us, devastate us with 

an awareness of our deep sin and drive us to seek asylum and healing in Christ.  I’m so 

glad that our God is a speaking God!  It is his grace.  We need to be confronted with the 

word of God so we can know our state truly and find the only hope that’s offered freely 

in the gospel.  Have you heard God’s voice in Jesus?  You know you have if you’re 

disturbed.  Now, how do you respond to him?  With a hard heart, resistant, recalcitrant, 

offended, angry?  Or do you respond to the Prophethood of Jesus with a broken heart that 

then avails itself of his Priesthood and learns to live under his Kingship? 

Jesus must always be our Prophet.  We must keep coming to him to let him teach 

us, correct us, convict us.  It hurts so good, because we repent and experience his deep 

forgiveness and worship him as our Priest and love him as our King.  This element is 

always at play when we come to Jesus.  But then his Prophetic role also has another side.  

He is our guide.  The prophet sets up the priest which gets us to the king, but that’s not it.  

With God as our loving king we then want to live for him and the prophet tells us how. 

This is another use of the law.  Richard Gaffin lays it out nicely: 

 

Apart from the gospel and outside of Christ the law is my enemy 

and condemns me. 

Why? 

Because God is my enemy and condemns me. 

But with the gospel and in Christ, united to him by faith, the law is 

no longer my enemy but my friend. 

Why? 

Because now God is no longer my enemy but my friend, and the 

law, his will, the law in its moral core, as reflective of his character and of 

concerns eternally inherent in his own person and so of what pleases him, 

is now my friendly guide for life in fellowship with God.
4
 

 

 Or think of it this way: when Adam sinned and the voice of God called out for 

him, what did he do?  He was petrified.  He fled, looking for cover behind bushes and fig 

leaves.  The voice of God was haunting.  But God killed an animal and made clothing to 

cover his nakedness, a picture of the sacrifice of Christ and imputation of his 

righteousness.  Now, suppose God’s voice has made you acutely aware of your 

nakedness and you have then been clothed with Christ, robed in his righteousness.  How 

do you respond to God’s voice now?  Do you cower in fear, do you avoid it, make 

excuses?  No, you love to hear his voice. 

 

Conclusion 
 Do you love his voice?  Is Jesus your Prophet?  How do you know?  Let me just 

end by asking, “When is the last time you’ve let Jesus tell you what to do or think?  

When is the last time you been convicted by his life or corrected by his teaching?”  Is he 

really your Prophet? 
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The Lord’s Table 
Jesus is commanding you to take and eat, this is my body; take and drink, this is 

my blood which is shed for you…  Praise God that we have a great High Priest… 

 

Benediction 
Today, if you have heard his voice, may you not harden your hearts; may you not hide 

behind fig leaves; but may you flee to Christ and find him to be your altogether lovely 

Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, December 13, 2009.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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