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Text 
Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron about the Israelites and Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he 

commanded them to bring the Israelites out of Egypt. 
14 

These were the heads of their families: The sons of 

Reuben the firstborn son of Israel were Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi. These were the clans of 

Reuben. 
15 

The sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaanite 

woman. These were the clans of Simeon. 
16 

These were the names of the sons of Levi according to their 

records: Gershon, Kohath and Merari. Levi lived 137 years. 
17 

The sons of Gershon, by clans, were Libni 

and Shimei. 
18 

The sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. Kohath lived 133 years. 
19 

The 

sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. These were the clans of Levi according to their records. 
20 

Amram 

married his father's sister Jochebed, who bore him Aaron and Moses. Amram lived 137 years. 
21 

The sons 

of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg and Zicri. 
22 

The sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan and Sithri. 
23 

Aaron 

married Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab and sister of Nahshon, and she bore him Nadab and Abihu, 

Eleazar and Ithamar. 
24 

The sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah and Abiasaph. These were the Korahite 

clans. 
25 

Eleazar son of Aaron married one of the daughters of Putiel, and she bore him Phinehas. These 

were the heads of the Levite families, clan by clan. 
26 

It was this same Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD 

said, "Bring the Israelites out of Egypt by their divisions." 
27 

They were the ones who spoke to Pharaoh 

king of Egypt about bringing the Israelites out of Egypt. It was the same Moses and Aaron. 

 

Introduction 
Did you follow all of that?  There will be a quiz. 

One of the questions you get when people find out that you preach straight 

through books of the Bible is, “So do you preach through genealogies?”  Well, yes, we 

do.  We believe all Scripture is God-breathed able to make one wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness (2Tim. 3:15, 16). 

Now, it’s helpful to understand that genealogies were very important in ancient 

cultures.  They helped situate you in society, a society that was nowhere near as mobile 

and historically disconnected as ours today.  Therefore, back then, knowing one’s 

pedigree was extremely significant.  But the reason for the inclusion of genealogies in 

Scripture is more than just to give us an interesting, ancient cultural artifact or even to 

prod us towards reclaiming a sense of historical rootedness (although I think that’s a good 

idea).  But there’s generally a deeper purpose.  So what is the purpose here? 

We could look at the overall narrative plot of Exodus, asking, “Why this seeming 

interruption?”  And we could suggest that this inserted genealogy literarily serves to 

heighten the tension of the story – “Ah!  What’s going to happen already?!”  And this 



2 

genealogy does do that.  The story has been successful at building anticipation and kind 

of teasing us.  But there’s gotta be even more than that. 

We could cull interesting trivia from the genealogy.  For example, the name 

Jochebed (v. 20) means ‘The LORD is glory’.  Jo represents a shortened form of the 

Hebrew Yahweh/Jehovah/LORD.  So, people did know the sound of the name before 

Moses’ time, just not its full significance, as we said last week.  That’s interesting.  

Similarly, we could mine it for bromides like this: Nepheg (v. 21) means ‘clumsy’ and so 

God cares about goofy people too.  Or Simeon had sex with a Canaanite woman (v. 15) 

so we all have skeletons in our family tree.  We could moralize it this way: by naming 

their kids things like Shaul (v. 15) which means ‘answer to prayer’ and Eleazar (v. 23) 

which means ‘God has aided’ these people demonstrated that they trusted in God and we 

should too.  So is that the point of this passage? 

Not really.  All these attempts at interpretation of this genealogy are insufficient at 

best, lazy at worst.  We need to look at the text more carefully for clues as to what the 

author might be trying to say with such a genealogy.  There’s something that our 

attention is being drawn to.  In the genealogy of Genesis 5, for example, at first it seems 

like a boring list of begats, but there’s this repeated refrain of “and he died” meant to 

make us pause and ponder mortality as a correlation of our sin.  And the fact that there is 

one person who does not have this epitaph on his genealogy makes us wonder if there 

might be some hope of life beyond the death that awaits us all.  It was in fact a 

fascinating segment of Genesis. 

What is it in this genealogy?  There is something it is highlighting.  Once we find 

out what then we have to ask why.  And in short, what we’ll see as we look at this 

genealogy is just this: God’s plan requires a priest.  Now let me show you where I get 

that and let’s unpack it some more. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Isn’t It Aaronic? 
 So first off let’s analyze the genealogy.  “These were the heads of their 

families…” (v. 14).  ‘Their’ refers back to ‘Israelites’ in v. 13.  This starts off as if it’s 

going to be a listing of the Israelites clan by clan at the time of their exodus.  Of the 

twelve sons of Jacob, a.k.a Israel, Reuben was the first born.  So Reuben’s mentioned 

first here and then we get Reuben’s four sons.  The second born son of Jacob was Simeon 

and so secondly we’re given the names of Simeon’s six sons.  The next son of Jacob – 

number 3 of 12 – was Levi and Levi had three sons who are named here.  We’re just 

following right along in order.  In fact, this is following precisely the genealogy found in 

Genesis 46 that records the 70 Israelites who first went into Egypt. 

 So we would expect next to come Judah, the fourth-born son of Jacob.  But the 

Exodus 6 genealogy deviates here and never comes back to finish out the 12.  The focus 

is now on the line of Levi.  There’s nothing more on Reuben or Simeon.  It’s just Levi 

and his sons – Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.  We’re then told of Gershon, Kohath, and 

Merari’s sons, but Gershon and Merari then drop out and we’re just left with Kohath. 

 Then one of Kohath’s sons – Amram – is highlighted (and notice that those and 

only those in the highlighted line up until this point are tagged with their age at death; 

Levi = 137, Kohath = 133, Amram = 137).  Amram’s wife is listed as his father’s sister – 
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a big no, no as we’ll find out later in the law (Lev. 18:14), but it’s possible that ‘aunt’ 

doesn’t have to mean a literal aunt here; it could mean more loosely ‘relative’.  I’m not 

sure which way to take it or why that detail is included here. 

And it also has to be said that bearing a son doesn’t have to be taken literally 

either and I’m almost certain it’s not meant that way here.  Jochebed, we read, bore 

Aaron and Moses to Amram.  Now here’s where it’s important to recognize that ancient 

genealogies were often compressed.  In other words, several generations can be left out.  

Most likely Amram and Jochebed weren’t the dad and mom of Moses left nameless in ch. 

2.  Why?  Because we’re told that Kohath was one of Levi’s sons that initially went to 

Egypt (Gn. 46:11) and Moses is 80 years old at the time of the exodus (7:7) and so if the 

Israelites were in Egypt for 430 years (Ex. 12:40-41) then there have to be 350 years 

between Kohath and Moses and therefore it’s highly unlikely that Kohath was Moses’ 

grandpa.  Okay, that’s for the one person who was able to follow me and perhaps the 

three who kind of care. 

The point is that this genealogy is not meant to be taken literally but theologically.  

Not that it’s giving inaccurate information, just selective.  And we have to ask what’s 

behind the selection.  So before we get to Judah, we get derailed at Levi, then Kohath, 

then Amram.  And Amram’s descendants are Aaron and Moses (vv. 20), not Moses and 

Aaron.  Before this genealogy (i.e. v. 13) and after it (i.e. v. 27) it’s always Moses and 

Aaron because Moses takes the lead in the Exodus.  But here the emphasis is on Aaron 

(look especially at v. 26 – “Aaron and Moses”). 

In vv. 21 and 22 we get a brief account of Aaron’s cousins, but then the focus 

comes right back to Aaron – his wife (Elisheba), his father-in-law (Amminadab), his 

brother-in-law (Nahshon), and his sons (Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar).  There’s 

not even mention here of Moses and his wife and kids.  Isn’t it Aaronic? 

Then in v. 24, very curiously, we get a seemingly random inclusion of Korah’s 

clans – Korah, of the line of Izhar, not Amram.  Why?  It’s out of place.  Well, because 

Korah will play a significant role later in the story in Numbers 16 when he leads a 

rebellion against Aaron, desiring to have Aaron’s role (Nu. 16:11). 

Verse 25 rounds out the genealogy with information about Aaron’s son Eleazar 

and Aaron’s grandson Phinehas.  This is a genealogy that reaches backwards and 

forwards, but the linchpin, the centerpiece, the highlight is Aaron.  That’s what stands out 

peculiarly about this truncated genealogy. 

 

The Aaronic Priesthood 
We need to know more, something that those reading this originally would have 

immediately known.  What exactly was Aaron’s role, the role that Korah envied and the 

role that was passed down to Eleazar and then to Phinehas?  This segment is clearly about 

that, right?  Levi => Kohath => Amram => Aaron => Eleazar => Phinehas!  Well, Aaron 

was a priest.  He was the high priest in fact.  As was Eleazar and then Phinehas.  This is a 

genealogy of the high priestly line. 

The Levites were a special tribe set-apart by God to run the details of Israel’s 

worship.  But a certain segment of the Levites – the descendants of Aaron – were priests.  

And one priest was the high priest.  Starting in chapter 28 we see God give instructions 

for the making of special clothing for Aaron and his sons to wear as priests, part of which 

included two stones with the names of the 12 sons of Jacob inscribed on them so that the 
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priests could represent the nation before the Lord.  Elaborate instructions are given for 

the consecration and ordination of Aaron and his sons as priests.  Much of the rest of the 

book contains detailed instructions for the priests… the priests and the tabernacle. 

You see, God was setting up a symbolic system – an ornate tent with a cordoned 

off center place called the Holy of Holies representing the awesome presence of God.  

Everything surrounding this was dripping with pomp and circumstance, reverence, 

mystery, propriety.  And the priests, you see, represented the people in the tabernacle 

before God, making sacrifices.  And the high priest would enter once a year into the Holy 

of Holies and offer there a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people (Ex. 30:10).  

Hebrews 5:1 explains concisely the role of the high priest – “Every high priest is selected 

from among men and is appointed to represent them in matters related to God, to offer 

gifts and sacrifices for sins.” 

All of this is set up exactly according to the pattern shown to Moses and the book 

of Exodus ends with the Israelites out of Egypt living in the dessert and God dwelling 

among them, as signified by the tabernacle in the middle and the shekinah glory filling it.  

The priesthood was the critical piece of this arrangement.  God couldn’t just be with his 

people.  They were sinful and he was holy.  There had to be a mediator that could 

represent the people before God and make atonement for their sins.  This was Aaron.  

One may be able to get into a state dinner at the White House easily an on his own, but 

not so with God. 

 

The Point 

 So, why this genealogy here in ch. 6 directing our attention to Aaron and the 

priesthood?  In the last part of Genesis (you’ll remember this if you were with us back 

then) the main player seems to be Joseph.  He’s the one who garners the most attention, 

but through subtle literary tactics we can see that that segment from ch. 37 on is really all 

about the preservation and rise of Judah, the kingly line.  Could it just be that though this 

story of Exodus seems to be all about Moses, it’s really about his brother Aaron and the 

priestly line??  Moses has been the major player up until this point and will grab most of 

the limelight going forward, but perhaps the text is crafted in such a way as to subtly say, 

“This is really about Aaron.  You really need to pay attention to what Aaron represents.” 

 How can Moses encounter and engage with the Lord with the boldness we’ve 

seen him just exercise?  How can God visit his people, take them out by his mighty hand, 

and dwell among them – take them as his own people and be their God?  There is a deep 

priestly need.  This genealogy is clearly highlighting Aaron and drawing attention to the 

fact that though Moses may seem to be the big shot in this story, Aaron and what he 

represents is really the most important.  God is just about to act to rescue his people from 

slavery and bring them into the land to dwell among them.  That can’t just happen.  

They’re going to need a priesthood.  That’s what Aaron represents.  They have no innate 

right to be in God’s presence.  They will have to be reminded of this.  They need 

atonement.  This whole exodus thing is pretty scary business unless the people will have 

a priest to mediate for them and do something to take care of their sins.  That’s what the 

whole Aaronic priesthood alludes to.  God’s plan requires a priest. 

 

The Real Point 
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The candle we lit today represents the expectation of a coming King.  At 

Christmas we sing about and celebrate the coming of that King, the Messiah, Jesus 

Christ.  He is of the line of Judah.  The gospels of Matthew and Luke include what may 

seem like boring genealogies of Jesus, but among many other things they both point out 

his lineage from Judah.  He is the true long expected King, come to rescue his people and 

dwell with them.  But hear me clearly.  This whole kingdom of God thing Jesus talked 

about is pretty scary business unless there’s a priest to mediate for us and take care of our 

sins.  “The King has come” is not joy to the world if you’re a condemned traitor to the 

King, a co-conspirator against his authority.  It’s judgment to the world.  The Kingship of 

Christ is terrifying… apart from the Priesthood of Christ. 

You see, in Jesus these two offices converge.  He is our true King and Priest.  In 

fact if you look closely at his kingly genealogy in Matthew and Luke you’ll see there is a 

bit of overlap with the genealogy found here in Exodus 6 – Amminadab and Nahshon are 

from the line of Judah and in the pedigree of Christ (Mt. 1:4; Lk. 3:3).  Aaron married the 

daughter of Amminadab and sister of Nahshon (v. 23) and in Christ these two offices 

marry. 

The NT is very clear that Jesus is not of the line of Levi.  He’s a priest, but not in 

the order of Aaron, rather in the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 7:13-16).  His priesthood is 

a superior priesthood.  The book of Hebrews details this fact at length.  Aaron, as we’ll 

see later in Exodus was a grievous sinner himself, fashioning the golden calf in Israel’s 

great fall and idolatry.  “This is why he [and every high priest after him had] to offer 

sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the people” (Heb. 5:3).  But Jesus 

was sinless, perfect. 

Because Aaron was a sinner he died and when he died his office was passed on to 

someone else who eventually died and passed it on to someone else.  “Now there [were] 

many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; but because 

Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  Therefore he is able to save 

completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for 

them” (Heb. 7:23-25). 

And Aaron had to keep offering sacrifices over and over again, year after year.  

He could “never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect 

those who draw near to worship.  If [he] could, [wouldn’t the sacrifices] have stopped 

being offered?  For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no 

longer have felt guilty for their sins.  But those sacrifices [were] an annual reminder of 

sins, because [of course we know that] it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to 

[actually] take away sins” (Heb. 10:1-4).  This was all a shadow of the things to come in 

Christ our High Priest 

Listen to this: “Such a high priest meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, 

pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.  Unlike the other high priests, he 

does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins 

of the people.  He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself” (Heb. 

7:26-27). 

 

Merry Christmas 

At Christmas as we feel the anticipation of the coming of our King it’s good to 

recognize that the coming of the King is not good news for us unless we also have a 
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Priest to propitiate the King’s wrath against us.  Praise God that his plan requires a 

priest.  And he has provided one in Christ.  Jesus is both the King and the Priest.  Reflect 

on the fact that Christ’s first coming was in humility, in a stable, prefiguring the 

humiliation of the Cross.  He came in human flesh so that he could make priestly 

atonement for human sin so that his holiness won’t wipe us out when he comes again in 

all his kingly glory. 

What difference does this make?  You can have a Merry Christmas!  You can 

have true joy.  Christmas time reveals that all of us know there’s something lacking, 

something missing in us.  We try to fill the hole with family or stuff or food…  The 

reality is that we all stand before the bar of God and we are guilty. 

The idea of a tabernacle and priest may not relate well to our culture, but a 

courtroom and defense attorney does.  A priest is analogous to a defense attorney.  Jesus 

is our legal advocate.  He represents us before the bench of the Father.  We are not 

qualified to represent ourselves. 

But you see, many Christians have heard this before and know that Jesus is 

representing them in heaven, but they don’t understand one crucial point – HE HAS A 

CASE!  We may think he is pleading for mercy – “Yes, my client, Nathaniel Robert 

Carter, has broken your law again today, but please Father, for me, won’t you let this one 

slide.”  And we imagine the Father saying, “For you, Son, I will forgive him.”  But it 

happens the next day and the next and the next and we have to wonder at what point he 

will say, “Now, even for you, I just can’t overlook this again.”  We imagine that Jesus is 

pulling out all the stops to get us off the hook; we don’t realize that he has an infallible, 

open and shut case to make. 

He isn’t pleading for mercy.  He’s asking for justice!  He’s saying, “The penalty 

for these crimes have already been paid for and because you’re just you simply cannot 

punish someone twice for the same crime.”  You see, Jesus – our advocate, 

representative, PRIEST – has paid for our sins once and for all with his own body and 

blood!  Knowing this, and this alone, can give you unassailable confidence… 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus 

the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess….  Let us then approach the 

throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us 

in our time of need.”  (Heb. 4:14, 16). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, December 6, 2009.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 


