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Text 
Moses returned to the LORD and said, "O Lord, why have you brought trouble upon this people? Is this 

why you sent me? 
23 

Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought trouble upon this 

people, and you have not rescued your people at all." 

6:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of my mighty 

hand he will let them go; because of my mighty hand he will drive them out of his country." 
2 
God also said 

to Moses, "I am the LORD. 
3 
I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my 

name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. 
4 
I also established my covenant with them to give 

them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens. 
5 
Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the 

Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant. 
6 
"Therefore, say to the 

Israelites: 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you 

from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of 

judgment. 
7 
I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the 

LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 
8 
And I will bring you to the 

land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a 

possession. I am the LORD.'" 
9 
Moses reported this to the Israelites, but they did not listen to him because 

of their discouragement and cruel bondage. 
10 

Then the LORD said to Moses, 
11 

"Go, tell Pharaoh king of 

Egypt to let the Israelites go out of his country." 
12 

But Moses said to the LORD, "If the Israelites will not 

listen to me, why would Pharaoh listen to me, since I speak with faltering lips?" 
13 

Now the LORD spoke to 

Moses and Aaron about the Israelites and Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he commanded them to bring the 

Israelites out of Egypt. 

 

Introduction 
 A couple years ago we went through the first book of the Bible – Genesis.  

Genesis serves to set up the second book of the Bible – Exodus.  We’ve been going 

through Exodus the last couple of months.  God’s people are in a pinch, but God has a 

plan and it is moving forward.  We saw that was the case even though it seemed like 

there were 400 years of silence – the promise of becoming a great number was coming to 

fruition as the Israelites grew in Egypt.  We saw that was the case even though evil forces 

were opposing the Israelites – Pharaoh was trying destroy them yet God was preserving 

them. 

 And we were told of one very special baby that was spared.  His name was 

Moses.  In an ironic twist, Moses actually grew up in Pharaoh’s household.  But when he 

was an adult he chose instead to identify with the Hebrew slaves.  At first, he tried to be 

their deliverer.  But God showed him that on his own initiative and effort he was a 
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failure.  We can’t even save ourselves, let alone the world.  That’s what Moses teaches us 

and that’s what God was teaching Moses. 

 Yet there’s more: After 40 years chilling in Midian God appeared to Moses, 

confirmed in no uncertain terms that he (that is God) was going to redeem his people… 

but he wanted to use Moses.  God accomplishes his plan, but he uses people!  Moses 

makes some excuses, but eventually obeys.  And we saw that even while he’s going back 

to Egypt to commence the Exodus God is working to grab more of Moses’ heart.  The 

Hebrews receive him well at first and then last week we saw Moses along with his 

brother Aaron standing before Pharaoh and passing along the message from God – “Let 

my people go so that they may worship me.” 

 But it wasn’t that easy.  Pharaoh wanted to be worshipped and served.  He wasn’t 

about to let this Lord tell him what to do.  He rebuffed Moses and Aaron and clamped 

down even harder on the Hebrews slaving away at making bricks.  The Hebrews 

immediately started sucking up to Pharaoh and turned on Moses and Aaron.  “Not 

again!” Moses must have been thinking.  “I did everything right this time.
1
  What’s going 

on?” 

 Have you ever felt like this?  “Momma said there’d be days like this, there’d be 

days like this Momma said…”  In some ways Moses shouldn’t have been that surprised at 

the hardship and setback – it was expressly predicted ahead of time that Pharaoh would 

not listen (cf. 3:19; 4:23).  But that doesn’t make it any easier, does it? 

 Last week we were talking about how Christians are called to speak the gospel to 

a lost world.  When we get up the courage to finally do that does it always go 

smashingly?  Have you ever had a friendship that has never really been the same since 

you brought up your Christian faith?  Phil Ryken says: 

 

These kinds of things happen all the time.  A woman refuses a man who is 

not a Christian; now she is still waiting for the right man, but no one ever 

calls.  An employee refuses to work on Sundays and gets fired three 

months later.  A mother does everything she can to raise her children right 

and then watches them squander her love by turning away from God.  A 

pastor starts to teach the Bible, but rather than growing, his congregation 

starts to shrink.  It happens often: A Christian does what God calls him to 

do, and it makes things worse!  Such developments make us start to 

wonder if we did the right thing, and maybe even to wonder if God cares 

what happens to us.
2
 

 

 Listen: the life of a Christian involves many occasions of discouragement, 

second-guessing, rejection, confusion.  We’ve been warned: “We must go through many 

hardships to enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22), but that doesn’t make the hardships 

any easier.  And many of these hardships are internal.  God seems far away.  Your 

expectations are unmet.  Again, Scripture, church history, corroborated testimony all 

come together to show that if you’re “in-right-out-right-up-right-down-right-happy-all-

the-time” (as the children’s song I learned growing up in church says), then something’s 

wrong with you. 

 The question is, then, “How do you handle your bouts of depression?  How do 

you deal with your doubts and discouragements?”  That’s the question today’s text gives 
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us an answer to.  In short, the message today is just this: playing our part in God’s plan 

pushes us to prayer, where we are presented with God’s power, person, and 

promise.  “(a preacher’s ploy for pointedness.  Pardonable?  Perhaps?)”
3
  Just trying to 

be pithy.  I can be concise, if you wish, and talk about God’s control, character, and 

covenant. 

 Seriously, though, I think today’s text tells (ah!) us how to respond when life with 

God seems to be going disastrously.  Let’s look there together, but first… 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Going to God 
 Imagine how Moses felt at this point.  He’s 80 years old.  He’s tried this once in 

his youthful naiveté.  He’s just finally learned to relax.  Then God comes to him and calls 

him to this crazy thing.  He eventually concedes.  And everything seems to be going well 

for a moment, but now he’s mocked by Pharaoh and his people are cursing him and 

things don’t look good. 

 We read, “Moses returned to the Lord…” (5:22).  Does this mean he went all the 

way back to Sinai.  No.  God had promised to be with him (3:12).  He didn’t have to go to 

that place to converse with God.  But notice: there’s no burning bush here, no undeniable 

theophany, no goosebumps.  God seems a little less real.  This is prayer.  Moses can’t see 

God, but he talks to him.  Moses prays to God, trusting that he’s there and he hears. 

 And Moses just lays it all out there – “O Lord, why have you brought trouble 

upon this people?  [Don’t you know they’ve had enough?]  Is this why you sent me?” (v. 

22).  The Hebrew of v. 22 is lost in translation.  It says something like, “Why in the world 

have you sent me?”
4
  He’s bewildered and exasperated.  And then in v. 23 he gets pretty 

bold – “Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought trouble upon 

this people, and you have not rescued your people at all.”  Whoa!  Now that’s bold. 

 But is bold bad?  I don’t think so.  The biblical character of Job had a pretty 

confusing period of life and a prolonged experience of intense suffering and he got very 

bold with God.  He didn’t curse God and die as his wife suggested; but he did wrestle 

with God.  And it seems to have been what God wanted. 

Commenting on this story of Moses’ interchange with God, Godfrey Ashby, in his 

commentary on Exodus, says this: 

 

This is not atheism or even rejection of God, but a baring of the emotions 

to the Almighty and the taking of the complaint to the “head office,” 

simply because the power to respond lies right there, with God himself…  

Wherever this happens, it does not bring swift retaliation from Yahweh 

upon those who have dared to complain, but an assurance that their 

complaint has been heard and a promise given of action.  It also provides a 

means of working through real emotions.  This is the biblical way of 

dealing with anger and frustration, rather than suppressing it.
5
 

 

Moses is honest with his feelings.  He’s raw.  But notice that HE GOES TO THE 

LORD with his hurt, pain, and confusion.  It’s feeble faith, but it’s faith nonetheless.  

He’s confused, but he knows deep down that God is the only one who can help him make 
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sense of his situation.  Everything’s a jumbled mess in Moses’ mind.  There’s no flaming 

bush displaying God’s presence nearby, but Moses instinctively goes to God in prayer 

and spills his soul.  This is one indication that someone has truly encountered God in 

Christ – when they’ve come down from the mountaintop to the valley of the shadow of 

death, they look up; they engage with God.  It may be raw.  It may feel at times like 

screaming into a brick wall, but they keep screaming. 

It’s just like what we see in the Psalms.  The Psalmist doesn’t sugarcoat his 

feelings, even questioning God at times – “Are you there?  Do you care?  What are you 

doing?”  I encourage you to read them.  They can give you a vocabulary for expressing 

your emotions to the Lord.  For example, Psalm 10:1 starts off – “Why, O Lord, do you 

stand far off?  Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?”  Psalm 88 is thoroughly 

dark; no silver lining.  It ends leveling the charge at God – “You have taken my 

companions and loved ones from me; the darkness is my closest friend” (Ps. 88:18).  

There are times like that in life.  It’s okay.  Faith takes those feelings to God.  And in 

prayer (not immediately, but eventually) is where God usually shines a bit of light into 

the grim situation.  That’s what happens in most of the Psalms of bitter complaint – 

something shifts towards the end. 

Psalm 73, for example: “Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure; in vain have I 

washed my hands in innocence.  All day long I have been plagued; I have been punished 

every morning” (Ps. 73:13-14).  But then he enters the sanctuary of God and gains 

perspective.  Towards the end he assesses what’s happened – “When my heart was 

grieved and my spirit embittered, I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before 

you.  Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand.  You guide me with your 

counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory.  Whom have I in heaven but you?  

And earth has nothing I desire besides you.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is 

the strength of my heart and my portion forever” (Ps. 73:21-26). 

 

God’s Control (6:1) 

 That’s what happens here in Exodus.  Moses throws it all out there and God 

answers Moses.  What was it like for people to communicate with God back then?  Was it 

an audible voice?  An inward impression?  I don’t know.  Moses didn’t have a Bible and 

so God communicated somehow these words to him which we have in our Bibles.  [And 

this may be a highly abbreviated version of the conversation; vv. 22-23 could summarize 

hours, days, weeks of Moses’ lament before God, but at some point these words came…] 

 6:1 – “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: 

Because of my mighty hand he will let them go; because of my mighty hand he will drive 

them out of his country.’”  Now may have a temporal nuance.  As Peter Enns 

paraphrases, “Now is the right time for God to show his great saving power.  Moses is 

confused and despondent, the people have all but turned their backs on him, and 

Pharaoh’s pride is increasing by the minute.  It is at this point in the unfolding drama that 

God responds: ‘Now look at what I will do.’  We have already seen what Moses has done.  

We have also seen what Pharaoh, the anti-God figure, has done.  Now it is God’s turn to 

act.”
6
  God’s timing is just right to display his power. 

God responds to Moses’ desperation with assurance that he is in control.  God 

says, “I’ve got a handle on this and I’m going to show my mighty hand.”  It may look 

like Pharaoh is in control and powerful, but he is nothing compared to God.  God is 
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completely sovereign and unrivaled in strength.  We easily forget this and need to be 

reminded that, as the Westminster Confession puts it, “God from all eternity, did, by the 

most wise and holy counsel of His own will, freely, and unchangeably ordain whatsoever 

comes to pass” (III.i).  He is in control.  When we are tempted to doubt and feel life’s 

waves crashing in all around us we need to be reminded of and meditate on the fact that 

God is almighty. 

 I like what John Calvin has said about this story: 

 

It was, indeed, possible for God to overwhelm [Pharaoh] at once, by a 

single nod, so that he should even fall down dead at the very sight of 

Moses; but… He… chose more clearly to lay open His power; for if 

Pharaoh had either voluntarily yielded, or had been overcome without 

effort, the glory of the victory would not have been so illustrious….  

[God] wished to accustom His servants in all ages to patience, lest they 

should faint in their minds, if He does not immediately answer their 

prayers, and, at every moment, relieve them from their distresses.
7
 

 

In other words, God has been orchestrating what has happened up until this point and it’s 

all to display to Moses and others that he is supremely powerful. 

God is reassuring Moses by telling him that he has a mighty hand.  God allows 

hardships into our life on purpose.  They’re not outside of his control.  They don’t catch 

him by surprise.  Therefore, we can trust him for the future.  No insurmountable obstacle 

can come into his path to prevent him from carrying out his purposes.  He is all-powerful.  

This is a sweet reassurance.  When things seem to be spinning out of control God says, 

“No, no… I’m in control.” 

 

God’s Character (6:2-3) 

In the midst of discouragement we need to be reminded of God’s control, but 

secondly also of his character.  He’s not just powerful; he’s good.  That’s a great 

combination.  Verse 2 – “God also said to Moses, ‘I am the Lord.  I appeared to 

Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not 

make myself known to them.”  At first, this seems to be a problem verse.  Why?  Because 

the name Yahweh (all caps LORD in the NIV) occurs over 100x in the book of Genesis!  

What does he mean here that he didn’t reveal his name – the LORD – to the patriarchs of 

Genesis? 

 To many this is just evidence that the Pentateuch was written by more than one 

fallible human author.  These proposals always seem silly to me because the ancients 

were smarter than to just jumble contradictions together.  This story shows way more 

sophistication than that.  One suggestion is that all those instances in Genesis of the name 

Yahweh are anachronisms on the part of Moses, the author.  He knew God’s name and 

used it in writing the history even though those at that time didn’t know it.  Others have 

maintained that the statement is better translated as a question – “And by my name 

Yahweh, did I not make myself known to them?”
8
  I don’t think any of these are very 

tenable. 

 John 17:6.  Jesus prays saying, “I have revealed your name…”  Now, does that 

mean nobody knew God’s name before?  No.  What does it mean?  Well, someone’s 
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name, especially then, was someone’s character.  In Jesus’ context he is saying that he 

has more fully revealed God’s character, who he is.  The coming of Christ represented a 

huge leap forward in progressive revelation.  Up until that point, for example, people had 

known God as Father (i.e. Dt. 32:6, Is. 63:16), but with Jesus (God the Son), that took on 

much deeper meaning.  Something more of the character and personhood of God was 

being made known. 

It’s like when I first met Andrea and I said my name was Nathan Carter, she just 

knew me as that handsome gentleman who kept asking her out.  She knew I was a Carter, 

but it didn’t really mean that much to her until I brought her home and she met my dad 

and I told her stories of Carters gone by and she found out more of how my Carter-ness 

shapes and informs my identity and what it means to be part of this noble tradition of 

Carters men. 

 So here, we shouldn’t read this as saying that nobody knew the word Yahweh 

before or identified it with Israel’s God.  They did.  They just didn’t know fully what it 

meant yet.  As one person has said, “In the Exodus experience God was giving content to 

what had been merely a sound before.”
9
  To the patriarchs El-Shaddai or God Almighty 

was more meaningful.  This God they were just getting to know was a Provider, a 

Protector, a Promiser.  But now God is revealing himself more fully as a Promise Keeper.  

He’s about to display something of his nature that his people haven’t really seen before, 

namely that he is a Redeemer.  In the Exodus God is revealing himself to be a Rescuer.  

Somehow the name Yahweh better says Savior and now that aspect of God’s character is 

coming into clearer focus in the course of progressive revelation. 

 So in the midst of Moses’ confusion, God was pointing him to his character.  He 

is the Lord – the self-sustaining One who has revealed his settled intention to use his 

power to redeem his people.  In our epoch God has shown us even more of who he is.  He 

is a God who is moved by his people’s bondage so deeply that he would enter into their 

suffering himself to rescue them from it.  Our Lord is a great Redeemer.  He is not 

apathetic to suffering and the tragic consequences of sin.  He is so engaged that he took 

on human flesh so that he could take on the full weight of human sin and suffering on the 

Cross to deliver his people.  That’s the character of our God and so whenever we are 

undergoing dark times of various kinds we can be reminded of the character of God who 

dwells in unapproachable light yet entered into this dark world and underwent the darkest 

of darkness on our behalf.  He himself is not immune or unsympathetic to the darkness 

that engulfs life in this world.  That’s character we can trust. 

 

God’s Covenant (6:4-8) 

 Moses is down, but he does the right thing and goes to God even with his mess of 

thoughts and feelings.  And God first points Moses to his sovereign control, then to his 

saving character, and now to his sure covenant.  This is so telling.  When we are an 

emotional wreck we can’t trust our feelings.  We may not sense God’s nearness.  We are 

free falling and we need something to grasp onto.  I’m not downplaying experience.  

Experience is necessary and will be interwoven throughout the Christian life.  But in 

those times when our experience of God is elusive we have to fall back on his objective 

promises. 

 God grounds Moses in this way in vv. 4ff – “I also established my covenant with 

them to give them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens.  Moreover, I have heard 
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the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered 

my covenant.”  God “swore with uplifted hand” (v. 8) to the patriarchs to do certain 

things and that’s a binding and unbreakable oath.  God is a God of his word.  When he 

says he is going to do something, no matter how improbable things look you can be sure 

that he will make good on it. 

 What follows in vv. 6-8 after God brings up this concept of covenant are seven ‘I 

wills.’  “I will bring you out…”  “I will free you…” “I will redeem you…”  “I will take 

you as my own…”  “I will be your God…”  “I will bring you to the land…”  “I will give 

it to you as a possession…”  Each one of these seven could be zoomed in on and mulled 

over.  What is redemption?  What does it mean to be God’s own people?  Rich stuff!!  

But the larger point is that God is directing Moses (and telling him to direct others) to the 

guarantees of God.  “Our surest standing ground is always the promises of God, who 

never fails to honour his word,” says Alec Motyer.
10

 

God has made a covenant with his people, he has bound himself by oath to do 

certain things.  The Bible is chock full of promises that we can go to when 

discouragement sets in and grasp hold of and claim.  Promises like “Never will I leave 

you; never will I forsake you” (Heb. 13:5).  Or – “The Lord is my helper; I will not be 

afraid.  What can man do to me?” (Heb. 13:6).  Or how about this one – “No temptation 

has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you 

be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will also provide a 

way out so that you can stand up under it” (1Cor. 10:13).  2Cor. 4:17 – “Our light and 

momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.”  

We could go on and on… 

 

Jesus 

And the amazing thing is that now in some way all of God’s “I wills” have 

become “I have done its” in Christ.  2 Corinthians 1:20 – “For no matter how many 

promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ.”  Jesus has enacted the ultimate 

redemption.  He “loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood” (Rev. 1:5).  

“Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant” (Heb. 9:15).  God’s great promise is 

that what’s true of Christ is true of us because of the covenant relationship he has entered 

into with his people.  We have so much more to stake ourselves on now! 

I’ve shared this before: when I get overwhelmed, confused, disheartened, worn 

out, depressed what I keep coming back to again and again is the resurrection of Christ.  

Did it or did it not happen?  The objective evidence points to yes and if it did happen then 

I have an anchor for my soul.  The resurrection is the Father’s loud “Amen” to the Son’s 

“It is finished!”  My sins, as oppressive as they may seem to me at the moment, are not 

counted against me.  They were counted against Jesus on the cross and he paid for them 

completely.  I am forgiven.  I can take that promise to the bank.  Recognizing that tends 

to brighten my day. 

Just as Jesus is ascended and accepted to the right hand of the Father, so I am 

seated with him in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6).  I’m fully accepted and elevated to the 

highest position.  That’s true no matter how I feel. 

Just as Jesus was given a new, glorified body, so will I one day.  2 Peter 3:13 – 

“In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

the home of righteousness.”  This is the promise of land given to the patriarchs taken to 
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its eschatological conclusion.  And in the resurrection of Christ from the dead this new 

creation has actually, literally broken into our world.  It’s true.  Therefore, we have all the 

reason to be sure that a day is right around the corner when “the dwelling of God is with 

men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with 

them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more 

death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Rev. 

21:3-4).  This is something to come back to again and again when this world is 

overwhelming.  A new world has begun! 

In Jesus, the Devil has been defeated and triumphed over (Col. 2:15; 1Jn. 3:8).  In 

Jesus, the cornerstone of the church has been laid and it will be completed.  Jesus has 

promised – “I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Mt. 

16:18).  When we get discouraged in ministry, playing our part in God’s plan, we can 

take to the bank that the church will not collapse.  His word will not return empty, but 

will accomplish what he desires and achieve the purpose for which he sent it (Is. 55:11).  

After a whole chapter delving into the implications of the resurrection of Christ from the 

dead, Paul at the end of 1 Corinthians 15 says this: “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand 

firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 

because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1Cor. 15:58). 

When we put our faith in Christ, even faith as small as a mustard seed, we are 

irrevocably written into God’s will.  We are recipients of an eternal, unchanging covenant 

whereby God has pledged himself irreversibly and eternally to us.  We are indissolubly 

joined to Jesus.  He is the most faithful companion.  He has promised that whoever comes 

to him he will never drive away (Jn. 6:37) and no one will be able to snatch them from 

his hand (Jn. 10:28).  You can hang your hat on this.  “His oath, His covenant, His 

blood/Support me in the whelming flood/When all around my soul gives way/He then is 

all my hope and stay.”
11

 

 

Conclusion (6:9-13) 

So playing our part in God’s plan pushes us to prayer, where we are 

presented with God’s power, person, and promise.  Knowing these will sustain us 

through life.  It doesn’t make life any easier.  We will have to keep coming back to them 

again and again.  Notice in v. 9 that Moses tried it again with the Israelites but they still 

rejected him.  Their discouragement didn’t dissipate right away and it put Moses was 

right back where he started.  Then God told him to go again to Pharaoh.  Moses is honest 

and says, “If the Israelites will not listen to me, why would Pharaoh?”  And then he adds, 

“…since I speak with faltering lips” (6:12). 

What’s happening here?  Moses goes back to his same old reasoning.  Hadn’t he 

learned?  Yes, but don’t we learn things we think we’ll never forget and feel like we’ve 

gotten past certain things only to get in a dark time and forget everything again and fall 

back into old ruts?  This is a lifelong battle of faith.  There will be setbacks.  A wise, 

older man once admonished younger believers – “Never doubt in the dark what God has 

shown you in the light.”  When we are on cloud nine it may seem like we’d never wrestle 

with the blues again, but be assured you will.  His control, character, and covenant will be 

your only lifeline. 

And last thing: sometimes in those moments you’ve just got to do something.  I 

think v. 13 goes with this section.  And there God basically says to Moses and Aaron, “I 
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know you don’t feel like it, but do it anyway.”  There are times in life when we just have 

to do that.  For example, when your faith is in shambles and you feel like you’re caught 

in a whirlwind with nothing beneath your feet the last thing you want to do is get up and 

go to church on Sunday morning.  But you just need to hear God’s command to not 

forsake the assembling together of the saints (Heb. 10:25) and heed it so you can go and 

hear God’s gospel promises again and be encouraged, to hear God’s Word addressed to 

you and eat at his table and be reminded that he died for you. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Let’s do that now.  He is strong.  He is compassionate.  And he has made a 

covenant with us in his blood.  “For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to 

you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance 

of me.’  In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me’” (1Cor. 

11:23-25).,, 

 

Benediction 
“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 

good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21). 
 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 29, 2009.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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