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Text 
Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 

'Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the desert.'" 
2 
Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, 

that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go." 
3 
Then they 

said, "The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Now let us take a three-day journey into the desert to offer 

sacrifices to the LORD our God, or he may strike us with plagues or with the sword." 
4 
But the king of 

Egypt said, "Moses and Aaron, why are you taking the people away from their labor? Get back to your 

work!" 
5 
Then Pharaoh said, "Look, the people of the land are now numerous, and you are stopping them 

from working." 
6 
That same day Pharaoh gave this order to the slave drivers and foremen in charge of the 

people: 
7 
"You are no longer to supply the people with straw for making bricks; let them go and gather 

their own straw. 
8 
But require them to make the same number of bricks as before; don't reduce the quota. 

They are lazy; that is why they are crying out, 'Let us go and sacrifice to our God.' 
9 
Make the work harder 

for the men so that they keep working and pay no attention to lies." 
10 

Then the slave drivers and the 

foremen went out and said to the people, "This is what Pharaoh says: 'I will not give you any more straw. 
11 

Go and get your own straw wherever you can find it, but your work will not be reduced at all.'" 
12 

So the 

people scattered all over Egypt to gather stubble to use for straw. 
13 

The slave drivers kept pressing them, 

saying, "Complete the work required of you for each day, just as when you had straw." 
14 

The Israelite 

foremen appointed by Pharaoh's slave drivers were beaten and were asked, "Why didn't you meet your 

quota of bricks yesterday or today, as before?" 
15 

Then the Israelite foremen went and appealed to 

Pharaoh: "Why have you treated your servants this way? 
16 

Your servants are given no straw, yet we are 

told, 'Make bricks!' Your servants are being beaten, but the fault is with your own people." 
17 

Pharaoh said, 

"Lazy, that's what you are-- lazy! That is why you keep saying, 'Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD.' 
18 

Now get to work. You will not be given any straw, yet you must produce your full quota of bricks." 
19 

The 

Israelite foremen realized they were in trouble when they were told, "You are not to reduce the number of 

bricks required of you for each day." 
20 

When they left Pharaoh, they found Moses and Aaron waiting to 

meet them, 
21 

and they said, "May the LORD look upon you and judge you! You have made us a stench to 

Pharaoh and his officials and have put a sword in their hand to kill us." 
22 

Moses returned to the LORD 

and said, "O Lord, why have you brought trouble upon this people? Is this why you sent me? 
23 

Ever since I 

went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought trouble upon this people, and you have not rescued 

your people at all." 

 

Introduction 
 You’ve all seen the Mac vs. PC commercials, right?  The ones with the hip guy 

personifying Mac and engaging with a bumbling, nerdy man representing PCs.  It’s a 

pretty ingenious advertising scheme.  Mac has successfully branded itself as ‘cool’.  Well 

have you seen the Christ-follower vs. Christian parodies on Youtube?  A young, relaxed 

guy calmly introduces himself as a Christ-follower while a man next to him in a suit and 
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tie maintains that he’s a Christian and then shows off his collection of bumper stickers, 

making himself an easy target for the Christ-follower to poke fun at.  It’s not without a 

well-made and good point.  Who wants to be a stodgy fundamentalist? 

 But I want to take issue with the trend towards using the designation of Christ-

follower over against Christian.  While much of the reaction to a static and cultural 

identification of Christian is not without warrant, if the biblical message gets summarized 

simply as following Christ, then Jesus easily gets reduced to merely an example, a role 

model.  The goal, then, is to get people to commit to emulate him.  But in actuality before 

he’s an example of faith he must be the object of faith.  Jesus is first and foremost not a 

role model but a Savior and the point is first to worship him not imitate him.  It’s so 

critical that people understand that this whole thing is about being before doing.  It’s an 

identity that flows out into a lifestyle, not just a lifestyle that gives us our identity.  That’s 

why I still like the term Christian; it describes an identity, not a lifestyle. 

 It’s interesting to look at the description in the Bible of Jesus gathering his 

followers.  Mark 3:14 – “He appointed twelve – designating them apostles – that they 

might be with him and that he might send them out to preach.”  Before they were sent out 

they were called in; before they were given something to do for him they were called to 

be with him.  Jesus wasn’t just calling people to a routine; he was calling them to a 

relationship. 

Moreover, from that verse I think it’s fascinating to notice that the mission Jesus’ 

people were sent on wasn’t to go out and conduct seminars on how to live like Jesus.  

What does he send them out to do?  It was to preach, to announce something, to report 

something.  Their primary purpose was to bring a message from God, a message that was 

so good it had to be told, but it would end up getting them killed.  “I am sending you out 

like sheep among wolves” (Mt. 10:16). 

 We see all of this illustrated well in the life of Moses in Exodus.  We’ve seen that 

Moses began by trying to do, but God wanted Moses to learn to just be.  God is not 

hyper.  His pace is not frenetic.  “For a thousand years in [his] sight are like a day that has 

just gone by, or like a watch in the night” (Ps. 90:4).  400 years pass between Joseph and 

Moses, but God is still at work, patiently carrying out his purposes.  When Moses steps 

on the scene and tries to start doing things right away, God takes him out to the desert for 

40 years so he could learn to trust in God’s timing and not be in such a rush.  It was there 

that Moses had a vivid encounter with the Lord in his holy presence.  From that place he 

received his commission to go out… to go out and announce something, to declare, “This 

is what the Lord says…” (4:22-23; 5:1). 

 Two weeks ago we saw that the only way Moses could go was if the Lord’s 

presence went with him and God promised to do that.  Last week we saw that even in his 

going God was still working on him (not just through Moses but in Moses), seeking to 

grab more and more of his heart along the way.  Today Moses is in Egypt actually 

carrying out his orders to bring a message from God.  And guess what?  It doesn’t all 

come off without a hitch.  Things get worse before they get better.  There’s opposition 

that Moses faces from without and within the people of God.  His God-endorsed doing is 

difficult.  And so Moses has to keep coming back to God to be in his presence. 

God is not interested in people doing simple tasks for him.  He doesn’t just want 

followers; he wants worshippers.  He wants people who realize that they are not able to 

be like Jesus and instead find themselves in Jesus (Jesus’ atoning death covering their sin 
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and his righteous life counting for them).  And then the major task he gives us to do is not 

about us.  The Christian message is not – “See the transformation that has happened in 

me;” it’s – “See who the Lord is and what he’s done.”  It’s not about dispensing my 

advice and experience, but repeating, “Thus saith the Lord…”  And this task is hard.  The 

world will be opposed to it and the church will be divided over it.  It’s not cool, hip, and 

easy going. 

In short, what we’ll see today is just this: Our part in God’s plan is to point 

people to God, which will piss people off and push us deeper into him ourselves. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Thus Saith the Lord 
Isn’t it interesting that Moses didn’t actually do anything to free the Hebrew 

people?  He didn’t coordinate a revolt.  He didn’t conspire to assassinate the king.  He 

just brought a message.  That’s curious. 

 “Afterward [that is after he talked with the Hebrew elders] Moses and Aaron went 

to Pharaoh and said, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: “Let my people go, 

so that they may hold a festival to me in the desert”’” (v. 1).  This is the common 

prophetic preface – “Thus saith the Lord.”  Moses’ doing was primarily declaring, 

passing along a message from God. 

 Now this is early on in the history of redemption.  God was still setting things up 

for the greatest redemption, what Christians maintain happened in the Christ event.  Now 

that Jesus has accomplished redemption through his death, burial, and resurrection what 

is the message that he sends his people out with?  Christians still say to the world – “Thus 

saith the Lord!”  What is it? 

 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 – “God… reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave 

us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 

not counting men’s sins against them.  And he has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 

appeal through us.  We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  God made 

him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God.” 

God is making his appeal through us.  We who have been reconciled to God on 

account of Christ have had this message committed to us, this ministry of reconciliation 

given to us.  We speak on behalf of God, as his mouthpiece to the world saying, “This is 

what the Lord says: Be reconciled to God!  God made him who had no sin to be sin for 

us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”  Those of us who have 

heard this astounding message and accepted it are commissioned to spread it to all those 

we know.  If you’re here today and you’re not a Christian there’s no bait and switch;
1
 I’ll 

be honest: our intention is to tell you something. 

So what is it that a Christian is supposed to do?  Sacrifice for the poor?  Promote 

education?  Work for clean water in parts of the Majority World that don’t have it?  

YES!!  Definitely!  But are we the only ones who can and do do these things?  No.  

Christians are to work right alongside non-Christians in efforts like these.  They are good 

efforts and in line with the heart of God, but thus saith the UN too.  Christians should be 

nice to the cashier at the grocery store and pay for the toll of the car behind you from 
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time to time.  But thus saith Oprah too.  This is not the unique message of the church to 

the world.  Kind words and actions flow out of the gospel, but they aren’t the gospel.  

They might “make the teaching about God our Savior attractive” (Titus 2:10); they may 

adorn the gospel, but they are not the gospel. 

But what is it that Christians are called to do uniquely?  What is it that God’s 

people today, the church, has been specially commissioned to say to the world… that no 

one else will think of on their own?  How to be reconciled to God.  We may work 

alongside others digging wells in Central America and that’s great, but I think of Jesus’ 

encounter with the woman at the well in John 4.  A good drink of water was great.  But 

Jesus pointed out that everyone who drinks fresh uncontaminated well-water will be 

thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water he gives will never thirst.  Indeed the water he 

gives will become an internal spring of water welling up to eternal life (Jn. 4:13-14).  

And only those who have tasted that can tell others where to find it. 

Christians are sent with a message from God about God.  We are to point people 

to him, not ourselves.  We are to tell of how God was in Christ reconciling the world to 

himself and call people to repent and believe the good news. 

 

Who is the Lord? 
 Back to the story of Moses and Aaron before Pharaoh…  They say their line.  It’s 

not explicitly evangelistic, but it is an invitation to recognize Israel’s God’s Lordship.  

They demand a release of God’s people and “Yahweh does not have merely a weekend 

retreat in mind.”
2
  That would have been understood.  But even more, the Lord is making 

a radical demand upon Pharaoh, more radical than simply giving up his workforce.  You 

must see this: this is a direct challenge to Pharaoh’s fundamental self-understanding.  He 

vehemently resists any claims upon him from someone purporting to be above him. 

 And so when Moses and Aaron say, “Thus saith the Lord…,” how does Pharaoh 

respond?  “Who is the Lord?”  This is not ignorance so much as defiance.  Pharaoh wants 

control and will not yield.  “Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go?  I 

do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go” (v. 2). 

 Moses and Aaron push back.  They desire to go and worship the Lord their God.  

They assert that he’s not someone to be messed with.  But Pharaoh blows them off and 

accuses them of laziness.  And he not only refuses to let them go, he persecutes the 

people of God. 

The Israelites’ job at this time was to make bricks.  Clay was mixed with straw as 

a binding agent and then baked to make these building blocks.  You can actually see 

these types of bricks at the Field Museum here in Chicago.  Among the Egyptian artifacts 

they have bricks from the city of Dashur, dating to the reign of Sen-Wosret III (1800s 

B.C.), where you can actually see the straw.  Well, Pharaoh ordered his men to cease 

providing the straw for the Hebrew slaves.  Now they had to go and gather their own 

straw but their quotas were kept the same.  When they couldn’t make the quota the 

Hebrew foremen were beaten. 

Pharaoh does not respond positively to the Lord’s message.  He resists, not just 

politely, but with rage.  He does not submit to God… because he thinks of himself as a 

god!  I’ve mentioned this before; it’s gonna come up again.  We know this from extra-

biblical sources – the Pharaoh was viewed as a personification of deity.  But we see it 

clearly in this text.  Look at v. 10.  Pharaoh sends his slave drivers to carry his message.  
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Moses and Aaron had said, “This is what the Lord says…”  The formula used by the 

slave drivers is the same, except Pharaoh is substituted – “This is what Pharaoh says…”  

It mimics 4:22 and 5:1.  This is a power play. 

“The biblical writer’s aim is to present Pharaoh as one whose ultimate purpose is 

to oppose God.”
3
  The word for ‘worship’ in 4:23 – “Let my son go, so he may worship 

me” – is from the same root as the word ‘serve’ that used to describe what Pharaoh 

expects from the Israelites (i.e. 15-16).  You see: there’s a competition going on here for 

who Israel will serve.  Pharaoh adamantly resists God’s authority because he thinks the 

world should revolve around him.  Therefore, Moses’ message from God is not 

welcomed but opposed. 

The same is the case today in Christians’ witness to the world.  We come with 

bold humility and make the announcement that Jesus is Lord – the crucified, resurrected, 

and ascended Lord – and not everyone responds with glee.  That means they can’t be the 

lord of their life.  “Be reconciled to God!” we say.  “Who is God?” is the reply.  “Well 

that’s your definition of God.”  Or, “Why do I need to be reconciled to him?  I’m a good 

person.  I dig wells in impoverished countries.”  “God made him who had no sin to be sin 

for us…”  “You mean I’m a sinner?!”  “I don’t believe in a God who punishes sin.”  And 

so the objections go. 

Another OT prophet, Isaiah, had an encounter with the Lord and was 

commissioned to go and speak on his behalf and was warned from the beginning that his 

ministry would actually serve to harden the hearts of his hearers.  They would hear his 

words and be repelled.  He was told this ahead of time.  This very description of ministry 

from Isaiah 6 is applied to the ministry of Jesus (Lk. 8:10) and of Paul (Acts 28:26-27).  

It’s an abiding principle.  As the saying goes – the very same sun that melts the wax, 

hardens the clay. 

In the present age of the Holy Spirit there is the promise that many will hear and 

believe and be reconciled to God.  But there’s also the reality that many will respond with 

Pharaoh-like pride and resistance, even persecution.  Moses had been told ahead of time 

that Pharaoh won’t listen, but he has to go anyway.  We’ve been told that some (we’re 

never told their names) won’t listen, but we go anyway… because we’re commanded to 

and because some will and because we can’t help ourselves.  1 Corinthians 1:18 – “The 

message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God.”  2 Corinthians 2:16-17 – “To the one we are the smell of 

death; to the other, the fragrance of life.  And who is equal to such a task?  Unlike so 

many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit.  On the contrary, in Christ we speak 

before God with sincerity, like men sent from God.” 

 If Christians are truly faithful to their Lord’s commission they will be both 

praised and punched in the mouth.  Not everyone on the outside hated the Hebrews.  

Some were drawn to them.  We’ll see how when they finally leave Egypt they ask their 

neighbors for articles of silver and gold and clothing and many give it to them because 

they were “favorably disposed to the people” (12:36).  Even a few Egyptians left and 

went with the Israelites (cf. 12:38; Lev. 24:10).  Many in the world today may admire 

Christians for their kindness or involvement in social justice.  Many will respond 

positively to our message and be converted. 

 But many won’t.  And if you’re a Christian and you’re only being praised and 

never punched in the mouth then you’re probably not being obedient to the call of God.  
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People don’t naturally like being told that they’re sinners arraigned before a holy God 

and unable to save themselves, unable to stand on their own two feet next to God.  When 

people’s own autonomy, authority, and ability are questioned, they can get feisty.  

Pointing people to God as the only source of salvation will piss people off.  Jesus said, 

“You will be hated by all nations because of me.”  And then he said, “[And] many will 

turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other” (Mt. 24:9-10). 

 

Why We Don’t Speak for the Lord 

 Encouraging, huh?  Opposition from without and within.  The fact is that many 

times we who know the Lord actually resist efforts to evangelize too.  We chicken out at 

opportunities, apologizing for our faith, desperately wanting to be thought of as cool and 

hip.  We’d rather hide in the church than participate in aggressive measures to make the 

church take a posture oriented towards outsiders.  When the move is made to be more 

missional we get uncomfortable, even angry.  Some who call themselves Christians even 

make up all kinds of theological rationales for not having to proselytize.  Why?  Because 

we so easily forget how worthy of worship our God is and revert to seeking the approval 

and protection of the gods of this world – self, security, wealth, acclaim…  We lose sight 

of the holiness and majesty and mercy and love of our God and pander to the gods of this 

world.  Do you know what I mean?  The god of comfort that doesn’t want to ruffle any 

feathers or step outside of yourself.  The god of approval that doesn’t want anyone to 

think you’re not smart or cool.  The god of tolerance and relativism that doesn’t want to 

assert any absolutes. 

 Notice how when the persecution started coming as a result of Moses’ 

confrontation with Pharaoh and the Hebrew foremen got beaten, they ran to Pharaoh 

instead of their God.  “Then the Israelite foremen went and appealed to Pharaoh…” (v. 

15).  Appealed here is the word for ‘cried out’ what they had done earlier to the Lord.  

The Lord listened to them and showed mercy.  Pharaoh does not.  The gods of this world, 

as much as we may love them, do not love us in return.  They enslave us.  Three times in 

vv. 15-16 these Israelites claim to be servants of Pharaoh.  When the going got tough they 

were succumbing to the lie that the false god called Pharaoh would help them.  He does 

not.  He mocks them and puts them back to work. 

 And as they leave they meet Moses and Aaron and say, “May the Lord look upon 

you and judge you!  You have made us a stench to Pharaoh and his officials and have put 

a sword in their hand to kill us” (v. 21).  They disparage this whole enterprise.  They 

doubt the whole cockamanie idea of freedom and the Promised Land and lose sight of the 

big picture of God and his promises.  They’re scared into silence and servitude.  And 

disunity ensues. 

 

Returning to the Lord 

Being a people committed to proclaiming the Lord’s message will be hard.  The 

opposition from without often leads to opposition from within.  The task of being a 

people on mission, speaking on behalf of God to a world is not something we can do on 

our own strength.  It is complicated and disheartening.  But the challenges should serve to 

push us deeper into God.  Moses has to keep coming into the Lord’s presence.  Verse 22 

– “Moses returned to the Lord…”  We’ll look more next week at his interchange with 

God and how honest he is with his emotions, but just take stock of what has happened.  
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After encountering the Lord, Moses has a single task – go and tell Pharaoh what God 

says.  But Moses’ ministry is met with resistance and persecution.  Even his own 

teammates seem to turn against him.  Moses needs to come back again to the Lord in 

dependence on him. 

Some of you are Christians but you’ve grown cold and quiet in sharing your faith.  

Maybe you have doubts if evangelism really can be effective in this day and age or if it’s 

that important.  I pray that this text has been a reminder that you’ve been entrusted with a 

word from the Lord that everyone needs to hear.  May we repent of our slipping back into 

bowing to the gods of relativism, coolness, comfort, approval, self, and others and find 

grace again in the Lord, the love of Christ that compels us (2Cor. 5:14) to be bold in 

telling others of how that love was demonstrated in the cross and empty tomb that stands 

in the middle of human history and the Lord that stands above it all and before whom we 

all will stand one day.  He’s isn’t to be messed with.  Confess your fear.  Repent of your 

idolatry.  Feed on his grace. 

If you’re here today and you’re not a Christian maybe you think I’m very narrow-

minded or old-fashioned or arrogant or maybe you’re intrigued.  Just know that I didn’t 

make this stuff up.  This isn’t my idea.  And I’m not saying it to be popular.  There is but 

one true God.  You are under his wrath.  Yet in his mercy he has provided a way for you 

to be saved.  He has entered this world in the person of Jesus the Christ to live the perfect 

life you could never live and die the death you deserve to die.  If you don’t just try really 

hard to follow him, but put your faith in him as your substitute, you will be reconciled to 

God and received into his kingdom for all eternity. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, November 22, 2009.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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