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Text 
Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you everything, so that you also may 

know how I am and what I am doing. 
22 

I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that you may know 

how we are, and that he may encourage you. 
23 

Peace to the brothers, and love with faith from God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
24 

Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love. 

 

Introduction 
 Well, this is it.  I don’t know about you, but I get kind of attached to these books.  

We’ve been immersing ourselves in this letter for the last nine months and I think it’s 

been extremely encouraging.  I’m excited and eager to be preaching Jesus from the OT 

again (next week we start into Exodus) but preaching Jesus from a letter written by a guy 

who met him and was given insight into the mystery that has now been made known is 

quite rich. 

 There’s this very interesting and often overlooked wording that Paul regularly 

employs in his letters.  Let me point it out to you in case you haven’t noticed it before.  

He almost always begins with a greeting which includes something like – “Grace to you.”  

As he’s beginning to address his readers/hearers he introduces grace and pronounces it to 

them.  Then at the end of his letters he always says something to the effect of “grace be 

with you.”  Grace to you at the start; grace with you and the end.  The implication is that 

through the hearing or reading of this letter an awareness of God’s grace has descended 

upon these people in greater measure.  And Paul concludes by expressing his desire that 

this reality would remain with them.  Isn’t that interesting? 

 And Paul does it here in Ephesians too.  Look back at Ephesians 1:2 – “Grace and 

peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Now look at 6:24 – 

unfortunately the NIV in this instance glosses over this subtle yet profound distinction, 

but the Greek construction is different than at the beginning of the letter.  At the 

beginning the pronoun “you” is in the dative case.  Here at the end the word “all” is 

preceded by the preposition “with.”  So the ESV translates it – “Grace be with all who 

love our Lord Jesus Christ.”  I think this is an astounding observation: Paul begins by 

bringing a word of grace to them and ends by pronouncing that grace is now with them. 

I hope and pray that the preaching of this letter has been a means of grace to you 

over these last nine months and that as a result you have experienced God’s grace in 

deeper ways.  As we move on from this letter I trust that we leave changed by it, that 
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after soaking in it for nine months there’s a difference in us, that God’s grace rests upon 

us in a more palpable way. 

Grace is really the theme of the letter, isn’t it?  It’s not only the beginning and the 

end but the middle as well.  “For it is by grace you have been saved” (2:8).  The doctrines 

of grace… in election, in redemption, in salvation, in sanctification, in community life… 

this has been illuminated more for us in this letter.  But the change, the difference before 

and after is not, cannot just be cognitive.  The point isn’t merely to shore up people’s 

doctrinal understanding of grace as opposed to works.  It’s not even to motivate certain 

behavior.  That’s not where Paul ends. 

How does Paul end this great letter?  P.T. O’Brien, a commentator who has been 

helpful for me throughout this study, says, “The readers, and by implication all believers, 

need to be aware not only of the objective blessings of the mighty salvation that have 

been won for us by God in Christ, but also that we have responded in the appropriate 

way.”
1
  And the requisite response to it all, the way Paul signs off is by describing his 

graced readers as those “who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love” (v. 24).  

Do you get that? 

In short, the message of Paul’s parting words to us today is just this: the goal of 

grace is to get you to the place where you have a love relationship with the Lord.  

Have you been touched with grace?  You won’t brush God off; you won’t run away in 

fear; you won’t be unaffected.  Your heart will leap with love for the Lord to whom you 

are now joined.  Paul’s not just talking about ideas or some notional understanding of 

grace, but about a real person with whom by grace we can have a real, reconciled 

relationship with.  The goal of grace is to get you to the place where you have a love 

relationship with the Lord. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Friendship 

 Paul has something to say beyond the subjective.  His letter is not just a bunch of 

syrupy drivel about how Jesus makes him feel and he can do the same for you.  He wants 

to tell people first about the objective realities of who God is and what he purposed to do 

and actually accomplished in Christ.  Christianity isn’t pure mysticism.  It’s rooted in 

history and anchored with propositional truth.  So he’d not just talking about his 

experiences. 

But Paul does drop in some personal items here and there about his conversion, 

his sufferings, his prayers, his needs.  These last few verses form a highly personal 

section of the letter and it reminds us that this Christianity thing was lived out in real life.  

Paul was a real person with feelings and friends and desires and dreams.  The realities 

that Paul has been discussing aren’t just sterile facts or principles.  They affected his life.  

It’s helpful to see how they affected his life to learn of ways they should affect ours. 

So before we talk about the intimacy of a love relationship with the Lord which 

Paul alludes to in v. 24, I want to think with you a bit about what we can gather from vv. 

21-22.  If Christianity is ultimately about a relationship with God, then God is a relational 

being.  And if God has made us in his image as relational beings we should expect that in 

restoring us to relationship with himself he also designs to restore us in relationships with 

each other; that the two are somewhat bound up with each other.  We’ve talked about this 
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already in Ephesians – that God’s purpose was to create a new humanity in Christ.  But 

that’s so theoretical.  Here we see some of what that looked like and we see that it means 

very simply, for Paul, that he had friends. 

What I take away from Paul’s mention of Tychicus is that here is one of Paul’s 

best friends.  He wasn’t alone in this endeavor.  It wasn’t just him and Jesus.  What do we 

learn of Tychicus here?  He was a brother, meaning he was a fellow Christian.  Paul 

counted him dear – he loved him.  He was a faithful servant, someone that served side-

by-side with Paul in the trenches and those are the tightest bonds.  Tychicus didn’t serve 

for his own justification out of his own strength and therefore see himself as a competitor 

with Paul.  He served in the Lord, in other words from a position of security and joy and 

so he and Paul were on the same team and working with the same motivation and goals.  

Look at this: Tychicus knew how Paul was doing, not just what he was doing, but he 

knew what was going on in Paul’s soul because, presumably, Paul shared these things 

with him.  Tychicus understood Paul and so he could let others know how Paul was. 

Looking other places in the NT we see this guy’s name come up a few times.  It 

appears that he joined up with Paul on his third missionary journey (Acts 20:4).  He 

visited churches with him, went with him to Jerusalem and saw him get arrested.  He was 

probably among the friends who took care of his needs while he was incarcerated in 

Caesarea for a couple years (Acts 24:23).  Tychicus was most likely aboard the ship that 

Paul was on that wrecked at sea, headed for Rome.  He stayed with Paul under house 

arrest in Rome.  He was the one who delivered this letter from Paul to the Ephesian-area 

churches along with the letter to the Colossians and Philemon.  If our dating of Titus is 

correct he eventually found his way back to Paul.  This is a trusted friend.  Paul and 

Tychicus had been through a lot together. 

Realizing this kind of starts to bust up the legend or myth of Paul as some kind of 

rugged individual traveling the Roman Empire by himself.  He was a man of deep 

friendships.  And we also see something here about the warmth that Paul had for others.  

The reason he’s sending Tychicus is so that the Ephesian-area believers could hear more 

details of how he was doing, personally.  “We loved you so much that we were delighted 

to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had 

become so dear to us,” he says to the Thessalonians in 1Thess. 2:8.  He shared himself 

and throughout all of his travels left behind people who genuinely cared for him.  And he 

cared for them.  He was in chains, but his desire was for these believers to be encouraged, 

literally it says that Tychicus was supposed to encourage their hearts.  The heart is the 

target for Paul.  He isn’t writing and sending Tychicus with the letter just so that they’re 

minds can be informed, but so that their hearts can be comforted.  The heart is the target. 

And brothers and sisters: this kind of stuff only happens in relationships, in 

friendships.  Do you have good friends?  Friends like Tychicus who know you well?  

Friends like Jonathan was for David who helped him find strength in God (1Sam. 23:16).  

Do you have relationships in the church where people care for you and you care for them 

and are open about your struggles?  Do people know your past?  Do you share your 

prayer requests?  Are there people here who really know how you’re doing?  The church 

has to be organized around truth, strengthened through proclamation of the Word, but it 

can’t stay just there.  We can’t hide behind the Bible, but let it lay us bare before God and 

show us how to flee to him for Christ’s covering, and part of that includes being open and 

honest with others – having real friends. 
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 My guess is that there are some here who say they want that, but are cynical or 

discouraged because they’re not finding it here.  There are also some who don’t really 

want it and get nervous when it’s discussed.  There are also some who are listening to me 

talk and immediately a person popped into there minds that they’re thanking God for – a 

truly great friend.  And most of us are probably all three of those people at different 

times. 

 To those who want it but feel Immanuel doesn’t have it, I understand your 

frustration.  Let me just ask a few questions.  Are you praying for it?  Are you involved in 

a small group?  Are you sharing yourself there, never mind what you perceive others are 

doing… are you sharing yourself?  Are you caring for others in the way you want to be 

cared for?  Are you consistent and committed to the community as imperfect as it is?  Do 

you really want this kind of friendship – that is in the Lord and coming from serving on 

mission together – or do you really just want people to go shopping with and watch 

football with?  If it’s a genuine longing for biblical community I want to affirm that and 

encourage you to not give up, but throw yourself into this.  Let’s work together for it. 

 For those of you who maybe would never confess it out loud, but honestly don’t 

want people that close, feel like for the most part you’re doing fine, I can relate.  You’re 

not overly emotional (unless anger counts).  You’re not that needy of a person.  Let me 

guess, you’re probably a pretty task-driven person.  Now let me ask, if it’s not too 

personal, how’s your intimacy with the Lord?  Yeah, you see Jesus is not just true, he’s 

beautiful and beauty elicits emotion.  You can’t know him if you’re not needy; he didn’t 

come for the healthy but the sick (cf. Mk. 2:17).  He doesn’t give us to do lists; he calls 

us to sit at his feet and walk with him.  Task-oriented people do really well at religion, 

but not relationships. 

 This is something I’ve been realizing more and more lately – if I have a business 

relationship with my wife devoid of tenderness and affection, my prayer times are dry.  

This is what 1Peter 3:7 tells me to expect – “Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in 

an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are 

heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered” (ESV).  It’s 

well nigh impossible to have relational intimacy with God apart from having warm 

friendships with people (cf. 1Jn. 4:20-21)… and as we’re going to see a love relationship 

with the Lord is ultimately what this is all about. 

 When I read about Tychicus I think of Hobin.  When I think of Hobin I get 

emotional.  He’s the first guy I talked to at Immanuel when Andrea and I came here back 

in 2004.  He believed in me, vouched for me, supported me.  We’ve been through a ton 

together in just five years of ministry, lots of hard times.  He’s the guy I call up when I’m 

down.  He’s taken bullets for me and I would take one for him, literally.  You want to 

know how I’m doing right now?  I’ve been kind of depressed lately as the reality of the 

church plant approaches.  I’m sad.  Leadership is lonely, but I’ve always thought, “At 

least I have Hobin!”  Now he’s preparing to be sent out for the sake of the Name.  We’ll 

still be friends, but it’ll be different.  I’m kind of kicking myself because I was the one 

who suggested it several months ago because I knew John would need a Hobin.  But now 

that it’s hit me that it’s really happening it’s sad.  Mi Yun said last week that she never 

thought it would happen because it’s like Nathan cutting off his right arm. 

 

Loving Christ 
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 But here’s the main point: people are great, but they don’t fulfill us.  They can 

point us to Christ, but they can’t compare to Christ.  The first part of Paul’s benediction 

in v. 23 is directed to his readers’ community life – “Peace to the brothers, and love with 

faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  But that’s not the last word.  

People will let us down.  There’s only One who won’t.  Look with me at Paul’s parting 

words in his last letter he wrote that we have.  2 Timothy 4:9-17: 

 

Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this 

world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica.  Crescens has gone 

to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia.  Only Luke is with me.  Get Mark and 

bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.  I sent 

Tychicus to Ephesus.  When you come, bring the cloak that I left with 

Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments.  Alexander the 

metalworker did me a great deal of harm.  The Lord will repay him for 

what he has done.  You too should be on your guard against him, because 

he strongly opposed our message.  At my first defense, no one came to my 

support, but everyone deserted me.  May it not be held against them.  But 

the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength… 

 

 What a picture!  Have you known this kind of fellowship with Christ?  He is more 

than an idea, he is a person.  And he offers us a relationship, a love relationship.  The 

message of Christianity is not that you can have a relationship with God or even Jesus.  

Everyone has a relationship with God.  Did you know that?  That’s what the Bible says.  

Everyone has a relationship, just not everyone has right relationship.  We all know God 

exists but we resent him, we keep him at bay either through outright derision or through 

trying to preempt him with our good deeds so that we don’t have to really deal with him.  

God’s grace, and only his grace, gets us to the place where we have a love 

relationship with the Lord, where we know his love for us and our heart runs with a 

torrent of love for him.  Paul is talking to “all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an 

undying love.” 

A.T. Lincoln points out that “elsewhere the letter has referred to God’s love for 

believers (cf. 2:4) and Christ’s love for them (cf. 3:19; 5:2, 25), to believers’ love for one 

another (cf. 1:15; 4:2), to believing husbands’ love for their wives (cf. 5:25, 28, 33), and 

to believers’ love in general (cf. 1:4; 3:17; 4:15, 16; 5:2; 6:23), but this is the only place 

where their love for Christ is made explicit…  In this way, the letter closes with a stress 

on believers’ personal relationship and commitment to Christ.”
2
  Friendships are great 

and important, but at the end of the day it’s all about loving Jesus. 

Now he’s not talking about a flippant chummy-ness.  Notice the way Paul 

describes him – the Lord Jesus Christ.  It’s like he uses his first, middle and last names 

and when you do that you’re serious.  He is the Lord – an exalted, authority figure.  He is 

the Christ, the Messiah, the Davidic King.  But he is also Jesus, a person, a Savior.  Our 

love for him is not patronizing, but patriotic.  We don’t just love our buddy Jesus, we 

love him as the majestic, powerful Lord of all the universe who bled and died to rescue 

me from the dominion of darkness and bring us into his kingdom (Col. 1:13).  And he has 

brought me into his inner throne room and given me his ear, his protection, his provision, 

his joy, his riches, his love. 
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We want now want to spend time with him.  We approach the throne of grace 

with confidence (Heb. 4:16).  Two hours in prayer doesn’t seem like a burden but a 

delight.  He’s not just the Lord, he’s your Lord.  You love him and your love is growing 

deeper and deeper.  You can’t imagine deserting him.  I love the last words of Polycarp, 

the disciple of John, who was martyred by the Romans in the second century.  “When the 

proconsul pressed him, and said, Swear, and I will release thee, revile Christ; Polycarp 

said, Eighty and six years have I served him, and in nothing hath he wronged me; and 

how, then, can I blaspheme my King, who saved me?”  And he was burned at the stake.  

He loved his Lord. 

It’s an undying love.  This doesn’t mean a perfect love, but a persevering love, a 

love that goes on and on.  It is a love that survives physical death.  Many of you know the 

story of Grace Yu.  Four weeks I worked closely with her to coordinate an InterVarsity 

meeting at UIC.  She was the student leader.  We called and emailed back and forth to 

coordinate, we met beforehand to pray together and I was extremely impressed by her 

spiritual maturity and joy in the Lord and desire to see Jesus magnified among students 

on campus.  She loved Jesus.  I remember distinctly thinking to myself, “God is really 

going to use this young woman.” 

Two weeks ago during a worship team rehearsal for InterVarsity a blood vessel in 

her brain burst and she immediately slipped into a coma.  She was pronounced brain dead 

shortly after arriving at the hospital and within a couple days was taken off of life 

support.  She slipped from signing songs about Jesus to being in the very presence of 

Jesus.  The news was shocking, but as I was meditating on it I have to confess I had a 

level of jealousy at the thought of the unencumbered intimacy she was experiencing with 

the Lord she loved at that moment. 

Paul said “To live is Christ and to die is gain… I desire to depart and be with 

Christ, which is better by far” (Ph. 1:21, 23).  This is the sentiment of those who love the 

Lord with and undying love.  “No man has made much progress in the school of Christ 

who does not look forward with joy to the day of death and final resurrection” – John 

Calvin.  Jesus is our eternal joy and delight, the love of our eternal life. 

The goal of grace is to get you to the place where you don’t think of Jesus in the 

same way you think about doing the dishes or mowing the yard.  The goal of grace is to 

get you to the place where you don’t feel shame at the mention of his name.  The goal of 

grace is to get you to the place where you think fondly of the Lord.  The goal of grace is 

to get you to the place where you relish specific times of prayer.  “My soul thirsts for 

God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God” (Ps. 42:2)?  The goal of 

grace is to get you to the place where you pray without ceasing (1Thes. 5:17) and 

commune with him throughout the day.  The goal of grace is to get you to the place 

where your unyielding loyalty is to Christ and you gladly live for his honor.  The goal of 

grace is to get you to the place where you become like a little child that is not fearful but 

frank and full of trust and climbs right up into Jesus’ lap.  The goal of grace is to get you 

to the place where you know you don’t have to clean yourself up to come to him so you 

run to him.  The goal of grace is to get you to the place where you have a love 

relationship with the Lord. 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 I don’t feel love for Jesus.  Don’t focus on the experience.  Focus on Christ. 
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I don’t seem to be having the same experience as that person over there.  

Everybody expresses love in different ways.  Don’t focus on others.  Just focus on Jesus.  

(John 21:20-22) 

I don’t know if I love him passionately enough.  The point of this letter is not to 

make you think, “I gotta love him!”  You can turn that into a work.  How do you love 

him?  Focus on his love for you.  (Luke 7:47) 

The incorruptibility or undying nature of your love for Christ does not mean that 

it is perfect or unwavering, but that it is enduring and growing precisely because Christ’s 

love for you is perfect and unwavering.  The Hebrews use a word – hesed – that means 

steadfast love.  Let’s commune with the Lord as we reflect on his steadfast love for us 

that took him to the cross… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, September 27, 2009.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but 

was written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a 

holy people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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