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Text 
Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 

23 
For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 

head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 
24 

Now as the church submits to Christ, so also 

wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 
25 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the 

church and gave himself up for her 
26 

to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through 

the word, 
27 

and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless. 
28 

In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own 

bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 
29 

After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and 

cares for it, just as Christ does the church-- 
30 

for we are members of his body. 
31 

"For this reason a man 

will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." 
32 

This is a 

profound mystery-- but I am talking about Christ and the church. 
33 

However, each one of you also must 

love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 

 

Introduction 
 We’re continuing our look together at the practical section of Ephesians.  I’m so 

thankful that this part comes second… that Christianity is not first and foremost about 

ethics, but is about an event – the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ; God stepping 

in to this world to redeem the unethical. 

But I’m also glad that Christianity is not completely otherworldly, that it 

addresses and affirms life in the real world.  What is more basic to human life than 

marriage?  Throughout history and up to this very day?  Now, Jesus (Mt. 19:11-12) and 

Paul (1Cor. 7) are both clear that marriage is not essential to fulfilled human existence or 

even always recommended.  But today’s text seems to imply that it remains the norm. 

Statistically speaking, most of you will get married at some point in your life.  

Scripture addresses that reality.  Many of you here today are unmarried and some of you 

may never get married.  I hope and pray that you don’t feel alienated or embittered as we 

talk about this.  I hope all of us will come to see more clearly as a result of this morning 

that marriage is a beautiful institution and come to uphold, cherish, value it… not as an 

end in itself, but as a means to a greater end.  Let’s all be fixated on that greater end 

together and not idolize marriage in and of itself. 

Paul had been talking about wisdom, which led him to talk about things like time, 

decisions, and alcohol usage.  Thinking about alcohol led him to talk about the role of the 

Holy Spirit to fill our souls with the lushness of Christ.  Then last week we saw Paul give 

five participles modifying the imperative “be filled,” most likely outlining the means 
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which the Spirit uses to make Christ more vivid to us – speaking, singing, making music, 

thanking, and finally submitting.  In practicing these things the Holy Spirit has promised 

to fill us with greater affection and appreciation for Christ. 

The final participle – submitting – now leads Paul to discuss three common arenas 

in which submission in some form is called for: marriage, family, and work.  And here’s 

where the Bible gets controversial, strikes a nerve, with some people today.  Paul says in 

vv. 22-24 – “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head 

of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  Now 

as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 

everything.”  And then it doesn’t say next that husbands should submit to their wives.  

How do we take this? 

Even if v. 21 is speaking of mutual submission where everyone submits him or 

herself to everyone else in the church in a Philippians 2:3 ‘in-humility-considering-

others-better-than-yourselves’ sort of way, and it might not be as was explained last 

week, but if it is, one still can’t just dismiss the treatment that comes next.  Paul makes a 

differentiation in the way husbands and wives are to relate to each other.  This is a big 

problem for some people.  Let me try to explain why it’s good that it is a problem. 

To those people and cultures who are left-wing, liberal, flatten all social 

structures, radical democratization, privilege individual freedom above all else… 

Christianity will seem fascist, oppressive, restrictive, demeaning, sexist.  But to those 

who are right-wing, conservative, traditional, hierarchical, privilege power… Christianity 

will seem Marxist, subversive, radical, revolutionary, hippy.  This is exactly what you 

would expect from a religion that doesn’t come from the left or the right, but from above. 

When it comes to women, the Bible has proven to be an amazingly liberating 

book.  Wherever its teaching has been introduced to societies that oppressed women and 

treated them like chattel it has changed the sinful structures.  It is unbelievably affirming 

and dignifying.  Jesus talked with women, taught women, was supported by women.  His 

resurrection was witnessed and attested to first by women at a time when women couldn’t 

testify in court.  Women played pivotal roles in the early church (e.g. Junias and Pheobe).  

In a Jewish culture that was misogynist and a Greek culture that viewed women as either 

wives to provide legitimate children and nothing else or mistresses to provide sex, the 

church held that here “there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for 

you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28).  In a setting where women couldn’t even 

inherit property, the New Testament writings made the audacious statement that women 

were “heirs with [men] of the gracious gift of life” (1Pet. 3:7).  Let the record be clearly 

understood. 

But as a revealed religion from above and not a political philosophy from the left 

or the right, of course Christianity is going to frustrate, baffle, and challenge both sides.  

And this is why the Bible’s unwillingness to eliminate all gender differences or roles is 

viewed today in American culture as incredibly intolerable and backwards.  That’s what 

we should expect the main reaction and flashpoint to be in a city-center setting like ours 

today.  It would be something different if it were preached in Saudi Arabia.  But here 

we’ve taken freedom to the point of extolling rebellion.  I saw a guy at the gym this week 

with a Che Guevara tatoo on his leg!  It seems everyone’s a revolutionary these days. 
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So I fully expect balking and bristling at the Bible’s teaching on gender roles.  I’m 

okay with that because to me it’s more proof that it’s good and true and not just the 

construct of some human ideology. 

Give the Bible’s teaching a listen.  In short, what we’re going to see today is just 

this: complementary marriages are mighty means of magnifying Christ.  If your life 

is all about responding to the gracious initiative and lavish love that Jesus has wooed you 

with and pledged to you forever then this teaching should resonate with you.  If it is about 

asserting your rights or pleasing yourself or proving yourself or controlling others, it may 

be hard, but I’m praying that the picture of Christ presented in this text on marriage will 

begin to melt your heart into glad submission to him.  Complementary marriages are 

mighty means of magnifying Christ. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Gender 
 It seems to me that we need to talk a little bit about gender before we can even 

start digging into this text.  Although I wouldn’t agree with all of their aims and 

arguments, first wave feminists (like Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 

others, some of whom were Christians like Frances Willard) provided a helpful service to 

Western society, taking the ideals of liberty and equality at the core of our nation’s 

founding and extending them to all people.  Women’s suffrage, property ownership, 

equal protection, stuff like that.  Good. 

 With the second wave of feminism in the 1960s with people like Betty Freidan 

with her book The Feminine Mystique and others began to assert that the whole concept 

of gender was itself a social construct.  Femininity and masculinity were merely learned 

behaviors.  This resulted in bra burnings and the sentiment of “Anything you can do I can 

do better.”  Essentially, women sought to demonstrate their equality by becoming like 

men.  This idea is still around today.  I think it’s one of the most ironic and demeaning 

things – combating male domination by conceding to play their game.  But they basically 

said that there’s no difference, save anatomy, between a man and a woman. 

 The Bible has this amazing position that says “God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them” (Genesis 1:27).  

Both men and women are created in God’s image.  Maleness and femaleness represent 

two overlapping but distinguishable ways of being human.  They are equal, but not 

equivalent.  It’s interesting to me that some third wave feminists are now beginning to 

recognize innate gender differences.  Girls don’t just play with dolls because that’s what 

their parents give them. 

 For example, Carol Gilligan in her famous book from 1982 titled In a Different 

Voice showed that there is an inherent and unique feminine approach to life.  A man 

generally views maturity as moving towards more independence.  A woman sees it as 

moving toward more interdependence.  Men view morality as imposing restrictions on 

behavior, what she calls a ‘justice orientation’.  Women view it as an imperative to care 

for others, what she calls a ‘responsibility orientation’.  Gilligan is a psychologist.  Others 

have studied physiological differences.  There’s anything but a consensus on what the 

differences are exactly.  It’s probably more complex than the old stereotypes of ‘women 

are emotional’; ‘men are detached’. 
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 But it’s interesting to me that it’s inescapable that there are differences, not just 

from nurture, but from nature.  And this squares with the Bible’s account of creation.  We 

looked at Genesis before Ephesians so you can go back and read or listen to what we said 

there, but let me summarize.  God created man first and gave him a task.  But “the Lord 

God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him’” 

(Gen. 2:18).  Literally, someone ‘according to his opposite’ – a complementary 

counterpart. 

That idea of helper has so many negative connotations – ‘daddy’s little helper’.  

But a helper in the Bible is not diminutive nor does it imply inferiority.  “God is our 

refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble” (Ps. 46:1).  Think for example of a 

parent helping a child with math homework.  To be a helper doesn’t mean to be less than.  

In fact, it insinuates strength.  And yet you don’t do your child’s homework for him, you 

come under him and enable him to do it himself. 

The Bible says that woman was created from man to complete him, to help him in 

his task, to make up for his deficiencies.  Not to do his homework for him.  Not to be 

ruled over by him.  And not a separate creation ex nihilo to rival him, but bone of his 

bone and flesh of his flesh, a complementary counterpart, a help-mate.  This is the Edenic 

ideal.  Gender distinctions didn’t arise with the fall, the entrance of sin.  They were 

distorted there.  Men became prone toward either misogyny or being sissies, abuse or 

passivity.  Women became prone toward either androgyny or being doormats, brashness 

or obsequiousness.  Beautiful complementarity is still the goal, the ideal. 

There’s a sense even in which God has woven these realities into the creation 

itself.  I don’t want to be crass, but can it be an accident that male anatomy tells of 

initiation, that he is supposed to move out and toward the woman.  That there’s 

something fundamental to womanhood involved in being a receiver of a man, to being a 

nurturer as indicated by a womb and breasts?  I’m sure evolutionary biology has some 

kind of explanation, but they don’t compare in beauty to the Biblical explanation. 

My point here is that the Bible maintains that men and women are not 

indistinguishable.  They’re not just the same model with some slight cosmetic 

differences.  John Howard Yoder has said, “Equality of worth is not identity of role.”
1
  

Geoffrey Bromiley describes there being an “ordered equality.”
2
  God has made men and 

women equal in worth and value yet delightfully different.  That’s some background to 

this text. 

 

Social Structures 

It also seems to me that we need to talk a little bit about the idea of social 

structures before we can start digging into this text.  I promise, once we get these 

presuppositions dealt with, we can move faster through the text.  Not only is there a 

hesitance in our culture today to admit to gender differences, there is a fashionable desire 

to obliterate all forms of hierarchy, an extreme egalitarianism.  We are allergic to the very 

idea of submission at all, which presents a major problem when it comes to God because 

he’s an authority. 

Now, no doubt authority has been abused and used to subjugate in the past.  And 

Christianity as you might expect has much to say against that.  Introduced into totalitarian 

systems it will seem quite subversive.  Jesus said to his disciples, “You know that the 

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over 
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them.  Not so with you.  Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be 

your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave – just as the Son of Man 

[that exalted figure from Daniel 7] did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many” (Mat. 20:25-28).  The Bible introduces radical servant 

leadership.  Jesus is the Lord who laid aside his robes and washed his disciples’ feet. 

But the Bible never obliterates all authority structures.  Over the next couple 

weeks we’ll look at children and parents, slaves and masters.  Places like Romans 13 talk 

about citizens and governments.  Places like Hebrews 13 talk about church members and 

pastors.  The verses before us today add wives and husbands to that mix. 

But our culture is not just offended by the idea of submission within marriage, it’s 

trying to flatten all such distinctions.  New office building architecture is all open and 

collaborative, there’s no longer a corner office for the boss.  Some companies are moving 

to having the employees write their own annual or biannual reviews or be reviewed by 

their peers.  Educators eschew titles like Dr. or professor – “Please, just call me Bill.”  

Ours is an era of WebMD, Wikipedia, self-publishing where everybody’s an authority 

and no one is.  This is not a good trend.  God is not a despot, but how else are we going to 

learn that he is not our chummy colleague either? 

When I first became a pastor I was 25 and had a hard time hearing people address 

me as Pastor Nathan.  I thought Matthew 23 where it’s talking about religious hypocrites 

who love to be greeted in the marketplace and have men call them ‘Rabbi’ and Jesus 

says, “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have only one Master and you are all 

brothers,” meant that I had to say, “Don’t call me Pastor, just call me Nathan.” 

I’m not saying this now so that you’ll start calling me Pastor Nathan.  I’m not.  It 

still feels weird to me and I’m not in this for a title or prestige or recognition, but because 

God has called me to lay my life down in service and sacrifice for others in this way.  

That said, it wouldn’t be bad if someone wanted to call me… or Hobin or Adam or Mike 

or John… Pastor, would it?  It would be wrong for us to demand it or sinfully desire it, 

but it wouldn’t be wrong for people to give it.  Pastors aren’t any better Christians 

because they’re pastors or more important to God.  We don’t play a more vital role in the 

kingdom.  Not at all!!  It’s just the vocation, the station, the post that God has called us to 

and our role in our vocation of pastor is to serve and love and die for, provide for, protect, 

labor for the good of the church.  Those who aren’t called to be pastors are called to 

submit, not blindly, but humbly, praying for us, encouraging us, delighting in the fact that 

there are men who keep watch over your souls, relishing and reveling in the love that 

expresses itself in preaching and counseling and leading, knowing that we work together 

to accomplish a greater end – being a church that shines forth Christ to a dark world. 

Do you see where I’m going with this?  Everyone has multiple vocations.  Some 

of your vocations may mean that you are charged with the task of providing servant 

leadership.  No doubt everyone will have some vocations that involve humble 

submission.  This is all part of God’s good design for his ordered world and 

accomplishing his great purposes. 

  

Wives 
 Okay, so now let’s talk about the specific callings/vocations of being a wife and a 

husband.  Paul starts off first with wives.  And it’s important to point out that it is talking 

about wives in particular, not women in general.  Any man cannot go up to any woman 
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on the street and say, “Do my laundry!”  No husband should talk to his wife that way 

either, but the point is that whatever this means it applies to those in marriage 

relationships. 

 “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord” (v. 22).  Wives submitting to 

their husbands is one aspect of their obedience to the Lord.  If you know the Lord and 

your live is now wrapped up in living for him out of glad gratitude, then you will want 

your marriage to be about him.  Again, if someone doesn’t know the Lord, the Christian 

message is not – “Submit to your husband.”  It’s – “Let me tell you what Jesus has done 

for you.”  If that’s you just listen to this text for what it tells you about Jesus. 

 For those of you who are Christian wives, what does it mean here for you to 

submit?  It doesn’t mean unconditional obedience.  The Bible reserves that only for the 

Lord and it makes clear other places that if any human authority commands what God 

forbids or forbids what God commands obedience to the Lord requires respectful 

disobedience to those humans.  Here’s what submission means in this context: it means 

something like not asserting your independence but willingly placing yourself under the 

benevolent leadership of your husband so that together you can accomplish a noble task.  

That task is imaging forth the gospel, bringing glory to Jesus. 

 Paul gives the reason for submission in v. 23 and introduces the analogy that will 

run throughout this section – “For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 

head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.”  Husbands are 

heads/leaders/authorities over their wives just as Christ is the head/leader/authority over 

his Bride, the church.  Ephesians 1:20-22 – Christ has been raised and seated at the 

Father’s right hand “far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title 

that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God 

placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 

church, which is his body.”  There’s no way to make head not mean head. 

 “Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their 

husbands in everything” (v. 24).  The church does not assert its independence, but 

willingly places herself under the benevolent leadership her Savior so that together they 

can accomplish the noble task of furthering the gospel.  In the same way, a wife’s duty to 

the Lord is to submit to her husband in everything, to in all ways honor and affirm his 

leadership so that, as we’ll see, a beautiful picture of the gospel emerges. 

 

Husbands 

That’s it.  That’s all the text has to say to wives.  40 words to wives.  Now 115 

words directed to husbands!  There’s something to that.  And none of these words to 

husbands include making their wives submit, demanding submission.  This is all about 

duties, not rights.  The wife’s duty is to submit.  The husband’s duty is to love his wife.  

Well that sounds easy!  And is the wife not supposed to love her husband?  What’s this?  

It’s Christ-like, sacrificial, provisionary, initiating, providing, servant leader love. 

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church…”  How did he love 

the church?  He “gave himself up for her” (v. 25).  He died for her!  He “did not come to 

be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mk. 10:45).  He didn’t 

appeal to rank, he set aside heaven to make “himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 

servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he 

humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross” (Ph. 2:7-8)!  All 
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so that he could pay the penalty for his people’s sins in their place.  That’s love, divine 

love all loves excelling. 

Jesus loved the church before the church loved him.  He pursued her.  “God 

demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” 

(Rom. 5:8).  He provided for her.  He died “to make her holy, cleansing her by the 

washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 

without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless” (vv. 26-27). 

A husband can’t die for his wife’s sins.  He can’t give her righteousness.  But he 

can serve, sacrifice, pursue, provide… because of what Christ has done for him and so as 

to point his wife to Christ.  This is how husbands are supposed to lead their wives.  You 

can’t be a passive wimp and do this, but you also can’t be egotistical, harsh, and self-

centered.  Jesus is described both as a Lion and as a Lamb.  So one person has described 

male leadership in the marriage as ‘Lion-hearted and lamb-like’
3
.  Another uses the term 

‘tender warrior’
4
.  It’s leadership, but it’s not domineering. 

“In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies,” v. 28, 

“He who loves his wife loves himself.  After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he 

feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church – for we are members of his body” 

(vv. 28-30).  The imagery doesn’t need much explanation really.  There’s no room for 

neglect or harsh treatment of someone that intimately connected to you/a part of you, 

only sweet, tender care. 

The husband is the head.  If God showed up at your house because he had a 

problem with something going on there, even if it involved with the wife, he would ring 

the doorbell and ask for the man.  Because he’s the head of the house.  That’s what he did 

in the Garden – “Adam where are you?”  The man is responsible.  But sin is what causes 

the man to cowardly pass the blame – “The woman you put here with me… it’s her 

fault!”  It’s like using her as a human shield.  That’s post-fall. 

 Paul next quotes from pre-fall – Genesis 2:24.  It’s something Jesus also quoted 

from in Matthew 19.  So if Moses, Jesus, and Paul say it, it must be really important and 

here it is – “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 

wife, and the two will become one flesh” (v. 31).  This again is the Edenic ideal – a man 

growing up, moving out, establishing his own household with a wife that he is so 

intimately connected to, so indissolubly joined with, so perfectly knit together that they 

become one flesh.  Sexual intercourse is a sign of it, but it’s something metaphysical.  

This interlocking of souls – husband loving and protecting and providing and initiating 

for his wife, his wife submitting and opening herself up to her husband.  It’s bliss. 

 

JESUS 

And then, in case it hasn’t been clear, Paul gives us v. 32 – “This is a profound 

mystery – but I am talking about Christ and the church.”  This whole thing called 

marriage, this whole relationship with husbands and wives is part of this overarching plan 

of God hinted at and unveiled slowly throughout time, but now made manifest with the 

appearing of Christ (remember: that’s how mystery has been used earlier in Ephesians). 

God didn’t create man and woman and marriage and then somewhere along the 

line think, “Hey, this would be a good metaphor for how I’m going to relate to my 

people.  I think I’ll use that.”  No.  From before the creation of the world he chose a 

people in Christ to be holy and blameless in his sight.  He saw Jesus coming to die for the 
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people he loved and unite them to himself and then he said, “I’m going to make marriage 

to be a picture of that!”  Geoffrey Bromiley puts it this way, “As God made man in His 

own image, so He made earthly marriage in the image of His own eternal marriage with 

His people.”
5
 

This is profound indeed.  A marriage where the wife adoringly submits to her 

husband and the husband labors selflessly for her good, nobly cares for her, cherishes her, 

bends over backwards to meet her needs… this is a means the Spirit uses to fill out our 

picture of who Jesus is and what he has done, the delight which he has for us his people 

and the joyful response this should elicit.  Complementary (husbands sacrificially 

leading, wives joyfully submitting)… complementary marriages are mighty means of 

magnifying Christ. 

 

Practicalities 

This is all theory and you can make it sound good, but what does it look like?  I 

mean, in real life?  Paul tacks on a brief attempt at bringing this back down from the 

ethereal to the practical in v. 33 – “However, each one of you also must love his wife as 

he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.”  But, again, really, how does 

this play out in the particulars of marriage relationships? 

I don’t want to duck out of that.  But in some ways I shouldn’t really have to spell 

this out.  If you’re experiencing the love of Christ for you then you will want your 

marriage to first and foremost reflect that awesome reality of the relationship you have 

with the Lord.  You’ll know what’s headstrong and belligerent.  You’ll know what’s 

selfish and uncaring.  You’ll just know and you’ll repent and you’ll turn to Jesus and 

you’ll grow more in submission and love.  But I’ll try to give a little bit of guidance. 

It’s really tough, though, because it won’t look like one picture.  Each marriage is 

unique based upon the personalities of those involved and thus have different challenges 

or scenarios.  It’s not one-size-fits-all.  Some guys may not be good with numbers or 

handy with tools.  Some women may not be good cooks or like shopping.  We’ve got to 

think beyond stereotypes.  Your wife is different than anybody else’s.  Your husband has 

his own strengths and weaknesses.  And we can’t just point to one model that fit a certain 

time period and think that is the biblical model.  The conceptions of husbandly and wifely 

duties from 1880 to 1960 during the Industrial Era is not how it has to be today.  So I 

hesitate to get specific. 

 It’s also hard because all I know is my own marriage and I’m kind of biased.  I 

know I’m not the best husband, but I think I have the perfect wife.  She’s beautiful.  

She’s smart (she has a PhD!), and yet she loves me.  She’s caring.  She’ll rub my back for 

20 minutes and when I rub hers my hand cramps and I quit after 2.  She has insight.  She 

challenges me.  She points out my flaws… in private.  And never do I feel shown up or 

demeaned.  She encourages me to lead and loves it when I do.  She’s strong, but not 

strong-willed.  Even though she has a PhD she didn’t want to put off children indefinitely 

and pursue a career and like so many other couples in her program desire to go live on the 

other side of the country because there’s a tenure track position there and she pursues her 

dream of being a distinguished professor and I pursue mine of being a pastor and we see 

each other one weekend a month.  That happens a lot.  I could go on and on. 

I feel kind of like Winston Churchill who once attended a banquet in London.  

Each dignitary present was asked the question, “If you could not be who you are, who 
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would you like to be?”  When it came to be Churchill’s turn he arose and said, “If I could 

not be who I am, I would most like to be” – here he paused to take his wife Clemmie’s 

hand – “Lady Churchill’s second husband.”
6
  And I guess that’s how it should be.  

Husbands: you should think your wife if the hottest, most amazing woman in the whole 

universe. 

I guess I want to say that the main onus rests on the man’s shoulders.  And this 

starts even before marriage.  It’s never too early to begin cultivating the kind of qualities 

that will be necessary to pursue and lead a wife.  This month’s cover story in Christianity 

Today was “The Case for Early Marriage.”  And in it the writer states that “the ratio of 

devoutly Christian young women to men is far from even.  Among evangelical 

churchgoers, there are about three single women for every two single men.  This is the 

elephant in the corner of almost every congregation – a shortage of young Christian 

men.”
7
  We need more men to leave their father and mother’s house, grow up, love Jesus, 

pursue women who love Jesus, and love them like Jesus!! 

And once you get married, the romancing shouldn’t stop.  Learn what makes her 

happy and communicates love to her….  Provide….  Protect….  Cultivate intimacy….  

Take the initiative to make the marriage a place of sanctification.  It’s very rare for a 

godly woman to not respond well or to put up a fit at following a man who is loving her 

with Christ-like love…. 

Wives: yield tie-breaking authority….  Don’t nag…. 

Let’s talk about more specific scenarios…. 

Husbands need to submit to the Lord and lead their wives with love.  Wives need 

to submit to the Lord and submit to their husbands with strength so that together they can 

magnify Christ and make much of him!  The need is even greater in our city today where 

marriages are so messed up and so many people don’t know Jesus. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 Spend some time reflecting on the Lord.  Maybe you’ve been hurt by bad fathers 

or husbands.  Look to Jesus!  Maybe you’ve been convicted of ways you’ve failed in 

your responsibility as a husband.  Maybe you’re angry with God for making you who you 

are, calling to where you are.  Spend some time dealing with God on that and then 

reflecting on your greatest vocation – bride of Christ. 

 

Benediction 
May God use this teaching today to strengthen the marriages in this church so that we and 

others could see Christ more clearly. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, August 23, 2009.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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