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Text 
But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, 

because these are improper for God's holy people. 
4 
Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse 

joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 
5 
For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure 

or greedy person-- such a man is an idolater-- has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
6 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are 

disobedient. 

 

Introduction 
 Ah… the sex talk.  “Do we have to?”  Yes we have to.  Today we come to that 

part of Ephesians.  Maybe you really liked all that stuff about grace – Christianity not 

being about rules, etc…  And it’s true!  Every other religion and way of life says, “Keep 

these rules and then you’ll be accepted.”  Christianity alone says, “You’re accepted, now 

here are some helpful rules.”  We looked in depth at the glorious way in which God can 

accept us in Christ.  Now we’ve been looking at what grateful obedience looks like and 

you may have really appreciated some of the topics we’ve been looking at so far: 

community life, honest conversations, dealing with anger, eliminating gossip, love.  

These are the ‘rules’ you can actually get behind. 

 “But now he’s going to tell me I should stop sleeping with my girlfriend or 

boyfriend, isn’t he?  That sex is only for one man and one woman in a life-long covenant 

of marriage?”  Yes, I am.  But hear me out.  Even this talk may not be the prudish, old-

fashioned sexual repression you think it’s going to be. 

 Some of you may have grown up as ‘good Christian kids’ or you may have been 

around church long enough now to know the Bible’s sexual ethics and assent to them.  

But do you really embrace them?  Or do you oblige dutifully?  Or do you just use them to 

feel superior to and look down on those who don’t abide by them even though they don’t 

know the God who makes them make sense? 

And let’s not pretend this is one that just pertains to those on the outside.  I was 

gone last weekend for Adam & Amy’s wedding and John preached so I couldn’t say this 

then, but I wanted to give a little plug for this week’s text and say that if you don’t show 

up next week then we’ll suspect something’s wrong.  I grew up in a small church kind of 

like this one where everyone knew if you missed a week.  The pastor was going through a 

series on the Ten Commandments and the week that adultery was going to be covered 
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one man was conspicuously absent.  It turned out shortly after that he was having an 

affair with a woman at work and left his wife and kids.  We can’t be so naïve to think that 

anyone is somehow immune from sexual immorality or that sexual immorality isn’t 

happening in the church.  I’m sure it is.  For some of you today could be very 

uncomfortable. 

But I guess we shouldn’t be too surprised.  Think about it: why would Paul, the 

author of this letter, writing to churches in and around Ephesus, even bring this up if it 

wasn’t an issue in the church?  Did you ever think about that?  It’s interesting.  There 

would be no need to write about stealing, slandering, and sleeping around, if there 

weren’t people in the church who were stealing, slandering, and sleeping around.  That’s 

sobering and yet strangely comforting, because it shows us that to be a Christian doesn’t 

mean you’re perfect – you never blow up in unrighteous anger, you never fail to love 

others, you never succumb to sexual temptation.  As long as life in this world goes on, the 

Christian will battle with sin. 

 But battle he must.  And advance she will.  “To doctrine in which our religion is 

contained,” John Calvin once said, “we have given the first place, since by it our 

salvation commences; but it must be transfused into the breast, and pass into the conduct, 

and so transform us…”
1
  Otherwise it’s useless.  That’s what we’ve seen in Ephesians – it 

starts off with all this great doctrine, but it doesn’t just end there.  There’s a life 

transformation that has to inevitably take place if the doctrine is actually understood.  

Again, as Calvin said, “Doctrine is not an affair of the tongue, but of the life; is not 

apprehended by the intellect and memory merely, like other branches of learning; but is 

received only when it possesses the whole soul, and finds its seat and habitation in the 

inmost recesses of the heart.”
2
 

 And today we get to look at how gospel doctrine affects the way Christians use 

and view sex.  I want to talk openly, frankly with you, with deep concern because in 

short, what we’ll see is just this: sexual sin is serious stuff. 

 

Let’s pray… 

 

Sex and Sexual Immorality 

 Can I start off by pointing out something obvious?  Notice that verse 3 does not 

say, “But among you there must not be even a hint of sex.”  That’s not what it says.  And 

yet many may read it that way – “God is against sex.”  Many Christians grow up hearing 

such a strong message – “Don’t have sex!  Don’t have sex!  Don’t have sex!” – and 

develop a misconception that sex is dirty.  The verse doesn’t say there shouldn’t be a hint 

of sex among Christians.  Let me go on the record as saying that there should be lots of 

sex among Christians! 

 The passage says, “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual 

immorality.”  What is sexual immorality?  It’s sex that’s distorted, misused, outside the 

boundaries within which God designed for it to be enjoyed and protected.  Sexual 

immorality here would be any sex outside of marriage.  The Bible is pro-married sex 

(Have you read the Song of Solomon lately?  Proverbs 5:18-19 – “Rejoice in the wife of 

your youth… may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be captivated by her 

love.”  That’s in the Bible!).  The Bible is anti-sexual immorality (It tops most of the vice 

lists in the NT – Col. 3:5, Gal. 5:19.  1Thess. 4:3 – “It is God’s will that you should be 
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sanctified: that [is] you should avoid sexual immorality.”  1Cor. 6:18 – “Flee from sexual 

immorality.”  It’s all over!).  WHY? 

 The Bible is enthusiastically pro-married sex, adamantly anti-unmarried sex.  

Why?  I need to answer that question now because I can’t just assume you’ll take my 

word for it or wait until the end to explain it because you won’t be with me.  You want to 

know, don’t you?  Why?  Why is the Bible against all sex outside of marriage? 

 Because even though sex is great, sex is supposed to be a symbol of something 

even greater.  And that something is knowing God – the maker of sex.  Sex is supposed to 

be a signpost. 

Sex is great.  It’s really great.  It is perhaps the greatest physical pleasure you can 

experience in life.  But is it really the end all and be all of life? 

Is it possible to live a satisfied, fulfilled life as a celibate person?  Christians 

believe so.  Many people’s lives can attest to that, including the life of the most fully 

human human ever to walk this earth – Jesus Christ.  So sex is not essential to living.  It’s 

a good thing… a great thing, but not something you can’t live without.  But you probably 

don’t buy that right now. 

How about this: those of you who have had sex or are having sex has it ever let 

you down?  Does orgasm last forever?  Does it solve all your other problems?  Are you 

happy all the time?  I used to think as a sexually charged youth that when I eventually got 

to have a sexual relationship then all of life would be constant bliss.  There’s anticipation, 

pleasure, intimacy, climax, release and it’s amazing, but there’s always some aspect of, 

“Hmm… so that’s it?” 

Sex can’t give ultimate satisfaction, it’s always tinged with some level of 

frustration, because it was never designed to be the end all and be all of life.  It’s a 

pointer to something more. 

Sex was intentionally designed by God to be part of a relationship that was 

intentionally designed to display something of who God is and how he desires to relate to 

his people.  I’m talking, of course, about marriage.  God instituted marriage as a picture 

of his covenant-keeping love for his people.  Marriage is a parable.  Jesus Christ is the 

consummate Lover/Husband.  And the ephemeral experience of ecstasy found in the 

marriage bed between a husband and a wife is merely a glimpse into the eternal pleasures 

that are found in God’s presence between God and his people. 

We are supposed to ask questions like, “What must God be like if he created a 

clitoris?”  “What must the beatific vision be like if he made bodies that attract and 

arouse?”  “What will the consummation of our relationship with God feel like if he 

walked a naked Eve down the aisle in the Garden and gave her to Adam and they ‘knew’ 

each other?  And then he said, ‘This is a picture of how I am to you.  I want you to know 

me with rapturous delight.’” 

And add this to the mix: the Bible indicates that there will be no marriage and 

thus presumably no sex in heaven.  “How can that be heaven?” you ask.  I like what C.S. 

Lewis says about this: 

 

I think our present outlook might be like that of a small boy who, on being 

told that the sexual act was the highest bodily pleasure, should 

immediately ask whether you ate chocolates at the same time.  On 

receiving the answer “No,” he might regard absence of chocolates as the 
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chief characteristic of sexuality.  In vain would you tell him that the reason 

why lovers in their [bodily] raptures don’t bother about chocolates is that 

they have something better to think of.  The boy knows chocolate: he does 

not know the positive thing that excludes it.  We are in the same position.  

We know the sexual life; we do not know, except in glimpses, the other 

thing which, in Heaven, will leave no room for it.
3
 

 

Sex is good.  Sex is God’s idea.  Sex provides us with a glimpse into the glory of 

God.  But when sex is taken outside of this paradigm it loses that quality and inevitably 

becomes a type of god itself; if it’s not in service to God it’s its own god (more on this in 

a bit).  Sexually immorality is bad.  Sexual sin is serious stuff. 

 

Doing It 

 With that in mind, let’s go on.  Paul says, “But among you there must not be even 

a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed.”  Paul here elaborates 

on sexual immorality with these terms: impurity and greed.  Sex outside of marriage is 

defiling.  It takes something pure and beautiful and makes it dirty and ugly and those who 

participate in it become sullied. 

And sexual sins, maybe more than any other, illustrate the “continual lust for 

more” (4:19) that all sin creates – the greediness, the covetousness – because it can’t 

stand up under the pressure to be a god.  It consumes a person without satisfying.  No 

longer is sex an expression of sacrificial, self-giving love; it becomes a self-seeking 

pursuit.  Coveting does not just refer to money.  It’s an I waaant it; I neeed it mindset.  

That’s why the 10
th

 commandment against coveting starts off with: “You shall not covet 

your neighbor’s wife” (Dt. 5:21). 

 Paul is saying to these Christians that there shouldn’t be any sexual immorality 

among them, not a hint.  Literally – it shouldn’t be named among you.  In other words, 

“We shouldn’t have to talk about this.  It just shouldn’t happen.”  He says, “These are 

improper for God’s holy people.”  The bride of Christ who was loved and redeemed by 

his blood and made holy, cleansed by the washing with water through the word of the 

gospel, who put off her old self and put on a stainless, wrinkle-free, unblemished 

wedding dress and was presented as a radiant bride to Jesus… adultery, fornication, 

homoerotic behavior, pornography, masturbation, bestiality… any kind of sexual activity 

outside of a marriage between a man and a woman, which is an institution designed by 

God to portray the sacred relationship between Christ and the church, should have no 

place in the church because it besmirches the picture of what God has done for you. 

 Again, this is talking to Christians.  Individuals who are outside the church 

shouldn’t be told to stop indulging in sexual immorality; they should first be told the 

gospel, the good news of a God who can love the impure and idolatrous.  But for those 

who have experienced this good news, sexual immorality makes no sense, shouldn’t even 

be an issue. 

 But it is.  Ephesus was a port city, an exceptionally sexualized culture.  It was the 

headquarters of Diana or Artemis worship – a multi-breasted fertility goddess whose cult 

included ritual prostitution.  The allure of the world was all around these Christians and 

Paul knew they needed a strong exhortation to avoid sexual immorality, a wake-up call to 

the utter incongruity between sexual immorality and the gospel. 
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Similarly, city culture today is all about sex.  It’s easier to be anonymous in cities.  

Sexual mores and taboos are relaxed in the urban areas.  Marriage, for a variety of 

reasons, is less prevalent.  Cities are places where people flee to get away from the 

traditional, conservative, (what they perceive to be) straight-jacket views on sex found in 

many small towns and suburbs.  One astute Christian observer of city culture has noted 

that “city-center people are very sexually active…” And then said this – “Even strong 

Christians in city-centers will be under great temptation to be sexually active in various 

ways that can undermine or destroy their spiritual effectiveness.”
4
 

 Sex was a big deal then and it is a big deal now.  It’s probably the number one 

area of sin that must be addressed in city churches.  Can I just speak pastorally to the 

single men and women here this morning?  Ladies, listen, there’s something you must 

know: He doesn’t love you unless he’s willing to stand at an altar and make vows to be 

faithful to you until death do you part.  And you don’t know that until he’s done it.  He 

may whisper all kinds of sweet nothings in your ear and make all kinds of promises, but 

until he has married you, you can be sure that if he wants to sleep with you he doesn’t 

love you.  He’s just using you.  I don’t care what he says, he doesn’t love you.  Kick him 

in the gonads and run away.  Run into the arms of Jesus – the perfect Gentleman. 

 Men: so you’d like to have sex, huh?  “Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will 

give you the desires of your heart” (Ps. 37:4).  It may be that in finding delight in the 

Lord the desires of your heart begin to change; that in filling your life with the pleasure 

of God, the sexual urges will wane and you will find contentment in singleness.  Or it 

may be that the Lord will bring a godly woman beside you who is running in the same 

direction toward Jesus.  Whatever the case, be a man, get a job, pursue the Lord, and then 

you can pursue a wife… and then you can have sex… and then you can worship God 

even more. 

 Married people: I’ve got something for you in just a little bit. 

 

Talking About It 
 Let’s keep going.  Paul not only says in v. 3, “Don’t do it the way the world does 

it.”  He also says in v. 4, “Don’t talk about it the way the world talks about it.”  “Nor 

should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place.”  One 

commentator made this statement, “Life is a serious matter, and provides ample material 

for serious and profitable discussion.”
5
  While I agree, I don’t think the Bible is saying 

there’s no place for humor or levity from time to time.  But sex jokes are “the cheapest 

form of wit.”
6
  Yet how much of our culture’s humor is crass?  How much of our humor 

would be left if you took away all the sexual innuendos? 

 That’s what this is talking about here – locker room talk, demeaning comments, 

laughing at immorality.  I’m not for making rules about entertainment consumption: what 

TV and movies you should or shouldn’t watch.  How much of the world to expose 

yourself to is an area that takes personal discernment and wisdom.  But let’s think about 

movies for a moment.  I’m not saying you can’t watch them, but watch how you watch 

them.  Don’t let them dictate to you what is normal.  Don’t laugh at their sex jokes.  Get 

angry (remember how we talked a couple weeks ago about righteous anger?).  Every 

action thriller has eye candy thrown in.  Every comedy is centered on crude sex jokes.  

Every romance culminates in premarital sex and that’s the happy ending! 
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John Stott, who has never been married by the way, says, “The reason why 

Christians should dislike and avoid vulgarity is not because we have a warped view of 

sex, and are either ashamed or afraid of it, but because we have a high and holy view of it 

as being in its right place God’s good gift, which we do not want to see cheapened.”
7
 

Stott also says that this verse could be summed up like this: “Don’t joke about 

sex, but rather give thanks for it.”
8
  That’s what it says, right?  “Nor should there be 

obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.”  

It’s an odd alternative at first sight, but on further thought, if sex is placed within the 

understanding I’ve been giving, it makes perfect sense.  Several commentators I read this 

week all quoted this one commentator who put it so well, “Whereas sexual impurity and 

covetousness both express self-centered acquisitiveness, thanksgiving is the exact 

opposite, and so the antidote required; it is the recognition of God’s generosity.”
9
  

Thanksgiving is worship of God as a result of his gifts. 

Paul says in 1Timothy 4:4 – “Everything God created is good, and nothing is to 

be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving.”  That means that in its proper place as 

God created it sex is a good gift that should cause us to thank God, for “every good and 

perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights” (James 

1:17).  Sex is an occasion to worship.  It’s something to be celebrated and appreciated as 

a gift from God, not something to be belittled and joked about and entertained by, which 

is what inevitably happens in a culture that has made sex to be its god. 

So married couples: here’s a word of advice for you.  Do you bow your head and 

thank God for your food three times a day before you eat?  Have you thought about 

praying three times a day before you enjoy your conjugal rights?? 

So sex can either be uncontrolled and cheap or channeled and sacred.  It can either 

be viewed as the end all and be all of human existence or as a pointer to something 

greater, a cause for thanksgiving. 

 

Punishment  
 I’ve said that sex is good; sexual immorality is bad.  Sex between a husband and 

wife is supposed to indicate something of the intimacy and pleasure available in a 

relationship between God and his people.  In this framework sex is an aid to worship.  

Outside of these boundaries sex is a slap in God’s face.  And therefore sexual sin is 

serious stuff. 

Verse 5 makes all this clear if it’s not already.  “For of this you can be sure: No 

immoral, impure or greedy person – such a man is an idolater – has any inheritance in the 

kingdom of Christ and of God.”  When sex is taken outside of the context of marriage 

you are committing idolatry.  It’s no longer a way of imaging God; it’s not seen as a gift 

that elicits thanksgiving and worship of God; it’s not part of living a life of love; it’s 

something you want in order to meet your own needs, something you think will make you 

happy.  “Sexual lust,” writes one biblical scholar, “is an idolatrous obsession; it places 

self-gratification or another person at the centre of one’s existence, and thus is the 

worship of the creature rather than the Creator (Rom. 1:25).”
10

 

 Is it starting to come together?  You can either worship sex or you can worship 

God who made sex and gave it to us to tell us something of his glorious self.  You can 

either worship God or worship something else.  Those are the two options.  And those 
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who worship someone or something other than God as revealed in Jesus Christ cannot be 

in his kingdom, now or forever. 

“This sounds like fire and brimstone.”  It is!  The Bible doesn’t use scare tactics 

as its primary motivator, but it is one line of reasoning in its arsenal.  If you’re a sexually 

immoral person then you’re an idolater.  And if you’re an idolater then you don’t worship 

God.  And if you don’t worship God, you won’t be in his kingdom.  Sexual sin is serious 

stuff. 

“Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things [sexual 

immorality, impurity, and greed] God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient.”  

Don’t let anyone deceive with fine sounding arguments – there is a day of judgment.  

Paul is very clear: you will hear all kinds of elaborate explanations for why sex isn’t that 

big of a deal.  They’re not new.  A popular understanding today is that God cannot be a 

God of wrath and judgment.  He’s tolerant.  He won’t punish people who have sex 

outside of marriage. 

Sexual immorality is idolatry.  Idolatry is a slap in the face of God.  God cannot 

let that slide.  Or think about it this way: if you don’t love God why would you want to be 

in heaven?  Heaven is a place for those who love God, find him to be the ultimate 

pleasure.  Hell is a place for those who think God is boring and would rather worship sex 

or other things.  Listen: if you don’t love God, you won’t be in heaven.  There are two 

distinct options when it comes to sex – you worship sex or you worship God with the 

way you view and use sex.  Worshipping sex will result in your eternal ruin.  It won’t do 

it for you.  Worshipping God will result in eternal reward. 

 

Conclusion 

If you’re listening in on this conversation and you aren’t a Christian, you aren’t a 

part of a Christian community, don’t get the mistaken notion that to be so is to submit to 

certain rules under threat of divine punishment, at the top of the list is certain seemingly 

impossible sexual standards.  You might get that idea if this is the first time you’ve 

visited with us, but what we want more than anything else is for you to fall in love… with 

God.  Heaven is not a place for those people afraid of going to hell.  It’s a place for 

people enthralled with the beauty of God. 

And what is that aspect of God’s character that pulls together all of his other 

features in aesthetic balance and perfection?  It’s his mercy.  His free and fathomless 

mercy is what makes God breathtakingly beautiful.  And how is his mercy displayed?  In 

Christ – God come to earth to redeem a bride for himself by sacrificially loving her to the 

point of death.  The only truly impeccable, flawless Man took upon himself all the 

impurity of idolaters and suffered the wrath of God in their place and credited his perfect 

obedience to them.  And thereby he woos you to himself.  He draws with “cords of 

kindness, with the bands of love” (Hos. 11:4; ESV).  If you’ve never seen God this way, I 

pray that you are beginning to now.  Unbridled sex won’t be able to satisfy you.  God’s 

love can. 

And what about those of you who are in the church?  How do you avoid the pull 

of sexual immorality that’s all around us in this city, the passing pleasures of sexual sin?  

One pastor I read this week suggested the key is found in what he called the ‘Cookie Jar 

Syndrome’.  From another room, a mother asked a little boy in the kitchen what he was 

doing.  “My hand is in the cookie jar resisting temptation!”
11

  The point was that no one 
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can resist temptation with his or her hand in the cookie jar so we have to get our hands 

out, close the lid, and get away.  Yeah… but…  May I suggest that the answer is found in 

keeping yourself full with better things? 

Here’s my point: You stand no chance against sexual sin unless you’re being 

constantly captivated by God, drunk with his love, enamored with his face, enchanted by 

his character.  And here’s my favorite illustration: 

Do you remember Homer’s Odyssey from high school?  Odysseus/Ulysses goes 

on an epic sea voyage.  Do you remember the Sirens and their seductively irresistible 

songs?  Remember how they were really demonic cannibals?  Ulysses’ plan to deal with 

them was to be tied to the mast.  Even though he wanted to go to them, he couldn’t… he 

was bound.  His heart was panting for them.  He wanted to indulge but he had set up 

external restraints to keep him from doing it.  He successfully avoided the trap of the 

Sirens and sailed safely on, but was he really successful?  Is this a model for Christians in 

avoiding temptation? 

 There was another figure from ancient mythology, a little less known.  His name 

was Jason.  Like Ulysses, Jason came across the sonorous sounds of the Sirens.  “But his 

solution was of a different sort.  Jason brought with him on the treacherous journey a man 

named Orpheus, the son of Oeager.  Orpheus was a musician of incomparable talent, 

especially on the lyre and flute.  When his music filled the air it had an enchanting effect 

on all who heard.  There was not a lovelier or more melodious sound in all the ancient 

world. 

“When it came time, Jason declined to plug the ears of his crew.  Neither did he 

strap himself to the mast to restrain his otherwise lustful yearning for whatever pleasures 

the Sirens might offer… 

“He ordered Orpheus to play his most beautiful and alluring songs.  The Sirens 

didn’t stand a chance!  Notwithstanding their collective allure, Jason and his men paid no 

heed to the Sirens.  They were not in the least inclined to succumb.  Why?  Was it that the 

Sirens had ceased to sing?  Was it that they had lost their capacity to entice the human 

heart?  Not at all.  Jason and his men said ‘No’ because they were captivated by a 

transcendent sound.  The music of Orpheus was of an altogether different and exalted 

nature.  Jason and his men said No to the sounds of the Sirens because they had heard 

something for more sublime.  They had tasted something far sweeter.  They had 

encountered something far more noble. 

“For many people,” writes Sam Storms, “Christianity is a tedious and ultimately 

unsatisfying aversion to temptations they would much prefer to indulge.  Nothing 

depresses me more than to think of expending my one life on earth merely suppressing 

my deepest desires, always acting contrary to what my soul continues to crave.  But there 

is little hope of it being otherwise so long as I seek satisfaction in something other than 

God.”
12

  The key is putting yourself in the places where you will hear a sweeter song and 

be captivated by it.  If you don’t, you won’t delight in God and you will go after sex and 

if that continues you will prove to have never been a Christian at all.  For if there’s no 

experience of pleasure in God and thus no hunger for more at all, then you’re not really a 

Christian.  Go back and re-read Paul’s exuberant run-on sentences in Ephesians 1-3. 

 

The Lord’s Table 



9 

The answer is not not to worship sex.  The answer is to worship God, to lose 

yourself in him.  And the way to worship God is to go back to the gospel.  Not just 

because he’s wise, because that just means he knows what you did last night.  Not just 

because he’s righteous, because that just means what you did last night offends him.  Not 

just because he’s big and powerful, because that just means he can crush you for what 

you did last night.  But because he’s gracious, which means he can forgive you for what 

you did last night.  His wisdom devised a plan for his righteousness to be upheld as his 

power crushed his Son on the Cross on your behalf so that you could experience his 

mercy and be in his “presence [where] there is fullness of joy; at [his] right hand [in 

Christ] are pleasures forevermore” (Ps. 16:11; ESV). 

Sexual sin is serious stuff.  Grieve your sexual sin.  Then gorge yourself on the 

body and blood of Christ, broken and shed for you and then you won’t want to have you 

hand in the cookie jar. 

 

Benediction 

“Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be 

deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes 

nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor 

swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  And that is what some of you were.  But you 

were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and by the Spirit of our God” (1Cor. 6:9-11).  Praise be to God! 

 
 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 

Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, July 5, 2009.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 

written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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