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Text 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 

God's grace 
8
 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 

9
 And he made known to us the 

mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 
10

 to be put into effect 

when the times will have reached their fulfillment-- to bring all things in heaven and on earth together 

under one head, even Christ. 

 
Introduction 
 It’s said that the 19th century German poet, journalist, and skeptic Heinriche 
Heine, while on his deathbed, was asked by a priest if he thought God would forgive him 
for his sin.  “Of course God will forgive me,” he responded.  “That’s his job.” 
 It’s a cliché that God is Love and that God is forgiving.  It’s also become popular 
today to talk about a God against injustice and evil and for the restoration of the world.  
But if we are honest and we really think about it, there’s a problem.  You might put it like 
this: 
 

• If there’s not a God who is just and punishes sin, then there’s no hope for the world. 
• But if there is a God who is just and punishes sin, then there’s no hope for me! 

 
Last week we saw how the Bible speaks about God’s love.  Paul says, “In love 

[God] predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with 
his pleasure and will” (vv. 4b-5).  God, in eternity past, chose people to set his affection 
on and make his own… unsolicited, unmerited, simply out of his love that burns within 
him. 

But that’s not the end of the story… far from it!  He doesn’t just choose to love 
people despite their un-holiness and blameworthy-ness.  He can’t… because there’s also 
something else that burns within him – a hatred of injustice. 

God can’t just wink at sin.  And so his eternal plan had to include more than 
simply choosing to love certain sinners.  It had to involve a plan whereby “those who 
were chosen in Christ before the world’s foundation [would be] redeemed in him in the 
course of time.”1  That’s what we’re looking at today in vv. 7-10 – what God has done in 

time to realize his settled intentions from before time. 
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Michael Horton puts it this way in his book Putting Amazing Back Into Grace, “It 
is clear that election was only the first stage in the progress of redemption.  It was the 
blueprint, but no architect considers his design a success until he sees the finished 
product.”2  As God’s master plan begins to materialize and take shape, the foundation of 
everything is Jesus Christ – his incarnation, his perfect life, and ultimately his atoning 
death followed by his resurrection and ascension. 

Christianity’s not just about some ideas or all about some higher dimension.  It 
doesn’t just stay ‘up there’ in the heavenly realms or back then in the eternal mind of 
God.  It’s very much real and very much about history.  And Jesus the Christ stands at the 
center of history as its hinge.  In short, the message of today’s text is just this: everything 

comes together in Christ. 
 
Before we let this text explain that assertion, let’s pray… 
 
 Here’s what I want to do: let me try to walk you through the text for today – 
Ephesians 1:7-10.  We’ll try to follow Paul’s exuberant logic while defining three major 
terms he uses (Redemption, Forgiveness, and Mystery) and then we’ll bring it all together 
at the end. 
 
Redemption 
 In v. 7 we get a description of what Jesus did to secure those God the Father 
purposed before the creation of the world would be let in on the eternal love relationship 
of the Godhead – he redeemed them.  “In him [that is, Jesus] we have redemption.”  What 
does redemption refer to? 
 There’s a story that goes like this: there was a boy who lived by the shore and 
loved sailing and the water.  Together with his father he built an exquisite model sail boat 
which he enjoyed floating up and down the shoreline until one day when a vicious gust of 
wind came and carried the miniature boat far out into the sea.  The boy looked day after 
day for his treasured boat hoping it would come back ashore, but it never did. 
 Then one day as he was walking through the downtown of the local fishing 
village he saw it… in a store window!  He announced to the shopkeeper that the boat was 
his, but the shopkeeper insisted that if he wanted the boat back he’d have to pay the price.  
So the boy set about working his fingers to the bone to earn enough money to purchase 
his boat back, which he eventually did.  “At last, holding his precious boat in his arms, he 
said with great joy, ‘You are twice mine now – because I made you, and because I bought 
you.’”3 
 It’s just a story to get us started in thinking in the right direction.  It’s not a one-
to-one allegory, but here’s where it helps: Christians are twice God’s.  God made them to 
know, love, honor, and enjoy him but they had wandered and come under the control of 
sin, death, and the Devil.  So God sent his Son to redeem them, to pay the ransom price 
and buy them back. 
 In the first century Greco-Roman world redemption referred specifically to the 
process of freeing a slave.  That’s the imagery many of Paul’s readers would have 
understood.  To have redemption is to have your freedom purchased for you by someone 
else in the slave market. 
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 Yet for those familiar with the biblical story, this would have conjured up even 
more connections in their minds.  The great redemption in the OT was God’s redemption 
of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.  That seminal story climaxed with the Passover as 
told in Exodus 12.  Here God was intentionally setting things up to foreshadow Christ.  
God had said he was going to enact judgment by killing the firstborn son in every 
household in Egypt, except for those which had the blood of an unblemished lamb 
applied to their door frame.  Those homes he would ‘pass over’ in his wrath and they 
would be freed to leave their bondage behind.  The means through which their 
redemption was procured was the blood of a lamb. 
 Likewise, here we read Paul saying to the Christians that they have redemption 
through his blood – a reference to the death of Christ.  The ransom price is not just 
money or the blood of an animal, but of the pure, perfect, sinless Son of God.  As Paul 
says to Christians elsewhere, “You were bought at a price” (1Cor. 7:23).  What a price 
indeed! 
 
Forgiveness 

 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 

accordance with the riches of God’s grace” (v. 7).  Redemption is equated with and 
further defined by forgiveness.  In other words, to be redeemed is to have every wrong 
you’ve ever done, are doing, or will do paid for, cancelled out, covered over… to be 
released from the punishment, the debt, the guilt incurred by your multiple violations of 
God’s law – past, present, and future.  The redemption price is not paid to Satan or 
someone else, but by God to God to satisfy his justice, which demands payment for your 
sins. 
 Paul is saying that on the cross, Jesus’ bloody death paid the price for each and 
every sin of those he chose in him before the creation of the world so that they could be 
forgiven and go scot-free. 

The word used for sin here is not the general one.  It’s referring to specific 
violations.  It’s as if there’s a file in God’s mind for each person.  In eternity past as he 
chose people to set his affection on he also saw in each one’s file a list of each specific 
violation of his holy law they would ever commit and he determined to do something 
about it. 
 Here’s a loaded phrase, but an important one – penal substitutionary atonement.  
That’s what Jesus’ death was about.  On the cross he took the legal penalty for our sins in 
our place/as our substitute and paid for it/made atonement.  Christ’s blood bought the 
elect, it cleared their file of any wrongdoing. 
 It wasn’t a conditional forgiveness, a partial forgiveness, a wiping the slate clean 
so we could have a fresh start.  It was complete, total, and utter forgiveness. 

It’s not like Jesus paid for all your sins up until you were 27 when you asked him 
for forgiveness and then after that you’re kind of on your own – and you got to be sure to 
ask for forgiveness after each time you sin. 

It’s not like I saw on one person’s Facebook profile by ‘Religious Views’ – “Jesus 
died for YOU… you just have to live for HIM.”  There’s nothing you have to add to it.  
He paid the price in full. 

His death didn’t start the paper work for everyone’s chapter 13 debt forgiveness, 
but each person then has to sign it and complete the process to make it effective. 
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As one person has put it: “Christ did not simply establish in his atonement the 
possibility or the hope of redemption from the righteous wrath of God.  He accomplished 
that redemption….  himself taking the burden of his own wrath, himself absorbing in the 
person of Christ the judgment his righteous character cannot but demand, himself 
providing what no sinner can give, himself absorbing the punishment no sinner can bear 
and live.”4 

Or as another person illustrates: “[It does not mean that,] as a loaded gun is only 
potentially explosive, and an act of pulling the trigger is needed to make it go off, so 
Christ’s death achieved only a possibility of salvation, needing an exercise of faith on our 
part to trigger it off and make it actual.”5  That’s not redemption, folks.  That’s not 
forgiveness of sins.  That’s a cross that actually saves nobody.  That’s not how Paul 
viewed the cross.  Paul is saying here that Jesus’ blood made complete payment. 
 Look at what comes next – “In accordance with the riches of God’s grace.”  
Christ’s payment in his blood wasn’t merely ‘out of’ God’s riches; it was ‘according to’ 
his riches.  It’s said that John D. Rockefeller, one of the richest men ever and founder of 
the University of Chicago, loved to be photographed giving change to poor beggars.  You 
see: John D. gave a portion ‘out of’ his vast riches.  But God is infinitely rich and he 
doesn’t just pay ‘out of’ his riches, he pays ‘in accordance with’ his riches, meaning even 
though our debt is infinite, Christ’s forgiveness is more infinite (and there is such a thing; 
I don’t understand it, but ask my wife: she has a PhD in math).  God’s whole account is 
credited to each person individually and God never runs out and he never has to ration or 
be stingy.  Complete payment! 
 Those who are in Christ have redemption through his blood, that is the 
forgiveness of trespasses in accordance with the riches of his grace.  You’ve heard what 
G.R.A.C.E. stands for, right?  God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.  It’s a helpful acronym. 
 
Mystery 

 In v. 8 Paul goes off on God’s grace.  He says it’s been lavished on us – that’s a 
great word (lavish), isn’t it?  God’s riches at Christ’s expense are liberally, unrestrainedly 
poured over us… along with all wisdom and understanding.  This is saying that he 
doesn’t just redeem people and give them forgiveness secretly behind the closed doors of 
the archives of heaven.  He also opens people’s eyes to understand what has happened.  
He causes them to know it and to see how it could be. 
 He does this by – v. 9 – making “known to us the mystery of his will according to 
his good pleasure.”  What do you generally think of when you hear the term ‘mystery’?  
If someone’s mysterious they’re hard to figure out.  If something’s mysterious it’s 
beyond understanding, right?  Is Paul saying that God has given some people some 
special powers to be able to unravel otherwise unintelligible mysteries of the universe; 
some secret knowledge understood by a select few throughout history like the builders of 
the pyramids, Isaac Newton, Beethoven, Einstein and now available to everyone if you 
just buy a book for $15.99 that at the end tells you you have to buy a DVD seminar for 
$159.99?  Is it some Zen-like mystical idea that takes enlightenment to understand? 
 No.  ‘Mystery’ is a word that occurs somewhat frequently in the Bible, mostly the 
NT.  It occurs six times in this letter.  May just took a whole PhD level class dealing with 
this one word, but here’s a basic definition of what it means in the Bible – “something 
which has formerly been kept secret in the purpose of God but has now been disclosed.”6  
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Think of it kind of like a mystery novel.  A good mystery is not indecipherable mumbo 
jumbo or a random collection of riddles, incantations, and mantras.  It’s an intricately 
interwoven story that builds suspense and drops clues until at the end when everything 
fits together and you say, “Oh, yes.  He did it!  Of course!  It all makes sense now.” 
 That’s God’s will, unfolded and told to us in the Bible.  You’re thinking, 
“Where’s this going?  How’s it going to end?”  It’s a mystery, but God’s not trying to 
confuse us or keep us in the dark.  He has brought it all to a marvelously satisfying 
conclusion so that we look at Jesus and say, “Oh, yes.  He did it!  Of course!  It all makes 
sense now.” 
 Paul says, “And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his 
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have 
reached their fulfillment.”  “A plan for the fullness of time,” as one translation puts it.  So 
in other words, the incarnation, perfect life, atoning death, resurrection, and ascension of 
Jesus Christ stand at the climax of human history… of cosmic history… of time.  
Everything since is simply dénouement.  Paul says in Galatians 4:4-5 – “But when the 
fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (ESV). 

God’s plan, God’s purpose, God’s pleasure, God’s will, conceived in eternity 
past, hitherto a mystery, has now been revealed in the 1st century person of Jesus.  It’s a 
marvelous, beautifully woven together, suspenseful, engaging, emotional, elaborate plan 
now brought to its climax and now proclaimed for all to hear, openly published for all to 
read about. 
 
Summing Up 

 So redemption… forgiveness… mystery.  Let’s sum it all up.  What’s the point, 
the purpose of God’s will?  The NIV reads in v. 10 – “to bring all things in heaven and on 
earth together under one head, even Christ.”  The verb is translated in the ESV as ‘unite’.  
The NASB is probably best – ‘to sum up’.  It’s an accounting term. 
 Do you ever feel like things just don’t seem to add up?  Paul’s saying, “Look at 
Jesus.  Look a little closer.  It’s okay to stare in this case.”  Paul says in Colossian 2:3 (a 
companion book to Ephesians) that in Christ are “hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge” (Col. 2:3).  God’s design was to make Christ the centerpiece of his plan, the 
linchpin, the focal point.  Everything comes together in Christ. 

“It just doesn’t seem to add up: how can God be transcendent and immanent?7  
How is our salvation both spiritual and physical?8  How can you have truth and grace?9  
It doesn’t add up: How can God be all loving and all powerful and yet there’s still 
evil?”10  Whatever the discrepancy or problem, the answer is found in the Christ event.  
Some conundrums we may only be able to compute to the nearest whole number in this 
life.  But Paul’s saying, and my experience confirms, that everything does indeed add up 
in Christ. 

I often walk around this city and notice the decay, the dirt, the poverty, the sleeze, 
the seeming hopelessness.  I watch the news and read the depressing headlines and 
wonder to myself – “What?!  How can this be?  How can I reconcile reality with my 
religion?  It doesn’t seem like it adds up, like all things have been united in him.  Am I 
crazy?  Am I delusional? 
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And then I look again, more closely at Jesus.  The end has already come in the 
middle!  The powers and authorities in the heavenly realms have been disarmed and 
defeated.  Sins have been taken away.  Hell has been paid.  Judgment has happened.  A 
New Creation has sprung forth.  The resurrection of the dead has begun.  Jesus is Lord, 
seated on his throne and reigning.  This tattered and unraveling universe has literally been 
re-created in Christ.  For those who are in him this is good news! 

Most importantly, in Christ’s bloody death God has shown himself to be 
unmistakably a Judge of sin – he has condemned sin in sinful man; yet he has also shown 
himself to be a merciful Savior – he has sent his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to 
be a sin offering (Rom. 8:3).  This is the biggest problem that needs to be solved – “How 
can God be impeccably righteous and loving to sinners?  How does it add up for him to 
be just and the one who justifies the wicked (cf. Rom. 3:26, 4:5)?”  And the answer is – 
the Cross! 

He doesn’t just judge everyone for their transgressions and justly condemn them 
to death.  He sets his love on some people.  And yet he doesn’t just choose to love the 
guilty and let their sin slide.  He substitutes himself for them and pays their penalty.  As 
one person has put it, “Election signed the death warrant of Jesus Christ.”11 

God (who, as we’ll see next week in the next verse, has the power to work “out 
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will”) had a plan that came together so 
perfectly in time with Jesus dying to pay for sins, showing God’s justice in punishing sin 
and his mercy in taking the punishment on himself.  In so doing, Christ’s blood 
purchased a people for himself. 
 
Conclusion 
 I started off with one deathbed story; let me tell another: Duke George was a 
German prince during the time of Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation.  He was 
diplomatic – faithful to the Roman Church and yet somewhat sympathetic to Luther’s 
theology.  9 of his 10 children died before he did and while his son, Duke John, was 
dying he called him to trust in the truth that Christ achieved total redemption for him, 
there was nothing he had to or could add to it.  He could be totally forgiven of all his sins.  
Upon hearing him saying this, Duke John’s wife inquired, “Father, why may not such 
truths be preached publicly?”  Duke George replied, “It may be told to the dying only, not 
to those who are well.”12  Evidently he thought this truth would have negative 
consequences on people if they knew it and lived their lives out of it.  Paul couldn’t 
disagree more.  He wanted the Ephesians to revel in the fact that their redemption has 
been obtained, that their sins were forgiven in the Christ event. 
 We should not go to our deaths presuming upon God’s forgiveness because we 
believe it’s somehow his job, like Heinriche Heine.  He will not acquit the guilty (Ex. 
23:7)!  But neither should we live our whole lives in fear and pride, trying our best to 
secure God’s love and make up for our sins, like Duke George thought best.  We should 
look in wonder and amazement and trust and worship to Christ – the One in whom 
everything comes together – and realize that we have complete forgiveness, total 
redemption in him!  Then and only then can we get on about the business of living to the 
glory of God and the good of humanity with joy and peace and purpose. 

I want everyone to know this as soon as possible!  The mystery is revealed!  
Christ died to redeem sinners, to pay for sin.  If it can be true at the end of your life it can 
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be true earlier in your life.  You don’t have to wait till the end of you life to know you’re 
acquitted.  You don’t have to wait till the end of time.  The end has already occurred in 
the middle, in Jesus.  He has made complete payment for sins. 

Jesus didn’t just die for you to say, “See what I’ve done for you!  Now you better 
get your life together.”  He didn’t just die to make you savable by your stellar faith and 
strong effort.  If you’re not a Christian yet, you need to hear what Christ has done to save 
sinners.  If you are, you need to know that your sins are forgiven – past, present, and 
future.  The price has been paid – in full.  We all need to be freed from the despair that 
wonders if we’ve done enough and the arrogance that causes us to think we have.  We 
need to be able to sing It is Well With My Soul: 

 
My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! 

My sin, not in part but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

 
The Lord’s Table 
 I pray that God would grant you wisdom and understanding to realize the mystery 
of Christ and know his work in time was for you – that according to the riches of his 
grace he has forgiven all your sins and redeemed you with his blood, which the wine we 
drink symbolizes… 
 
Benediction 
May “you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  He was chosen before the 
creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake” (1Pet. 1:18-20) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by 
Pastor Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, February 1, 2009.  It is not meant to be a polished essay, but was 
written to be delivered orally.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy 

people who find eternal satisfaction in Christ. 
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