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Text 
"Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will appear in Persia, and then a fourth, who will be far 

richer than all the others. When he has gained power by his wealth, he will stir up everyone against the 

kingdom of Greece. 
3 
Then a mighty king will appear, who will rule with great power and do as he pleases. 

4 
After he has appeared, his empire will be broken up and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven. It 

will not go to his descendants, nor will it have the power he exercised, because his empire will be uprooted 

and given to others. 
5 
"The king of the South will become strong, but one of his commanders will become 

even stronger than he and will rule his own kingdom with great power. 
6 
After some years, they will become 

allies. The daughter of the king of the South will go to the king of the North to make an alliance, but she 

will not retain her power, and he and his power will not last. In those days she will be handed over, 

together with her royal escort and her father and the one who supported her. 
7 
"One from her family line 

will arise to take her place. He will attack the forces of the king of the North and enter his fortress; he will 

fight against them and be victorious. 
8 
He will also seize their gods, their metal images and their valuable 

articles of silver and gold and carry them off to Egypt. For some years he will leave the king of the North 

alone. 
9 
Then the king of the North will invade the realm of the king of the South but will retreat to his own 

country. 
10 

His sons will prepare for war and assemble a great army, which will sweep on like an 

irresistible flood and carry the battle as far as his fortress. 
11 

"Then the king of the South will march out in 

a rage and fight against the king of the North, who will raise a large army, but it will be defeated. 
12 

When 

the army is carried off, the king of the South will be filled with pride and will slaughter many thousands, yet 

he will not remain triumphant. 
13 

For the king of the North will muster another army, larger than the first; 

and after several years, he will advance with a huge army fully equipped. 
14 

"In those times many will rise 

against the king of the South. The violent men among your own people will rebel in fulfillment of the vision, 

but without success. 
15 

Then the king of the North will come and build up siege ramps and will capture a 

fortified city. The forces of the South will be powerless to resist; even their best troops will not have the 

strength to stand. 
16 

The invader will do as he pleases; no one will be able to stand against him. He will 

establish himself in the Beautiful Land and will have the power to destroy it. 
17 

He will determine to come 

with the might of his entire kingdom and will make an alliance with the king of the South. And he will give 

him a daughter in marriage in order to overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not succeed or help him. 
18 

Then he will turn his attention to the coastlands and will take many of them, but a commander will put an 

end to his insolence and will turn his insolence back upon him. 
19 

After this, he will turn back toward the 

fortresses of his own country but will stumble and fall, to be seen no more. 
20 

"His successor will send out a 

tax collector to maintain the royal splendor. In a few years, however, he will be destroyed, yet not in anger 

or in battle. 
21 

"He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who has not been given the honor of royalty. 

He will invade the kingdom when its people feel secure, and he will seize it through intrigue. 
22 

Then an 

overwhelming army will be swept away before him; both it and a prince of the covenant will be destroyed. 
23 

After coming to an agreement with him, he will act deceitfully, and with only a few people he will rise to 

power. 
24 

When the richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them and will achieve what neither his 

fathers nor his forefathers did. He will distribute plunder, loot and wealth among his followers. He will plot 
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the overthrow of fortresses-- but only for a time. 
25 

"With a large army he will stir up his strength and 

courage against the king of the South. The king of the South will wage war with a large and very powerful 

army, but he will not be able to stand because of the plots devised against him. 
26 

Those who eat from the 

king's provisions will try to destroy him; his army will be swept away, and many will fall in battle. 
27 

The 

two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at the same table and lie to each other, but to no avail, 

because an end will still come at the appointed time. 
28 

The king of the North will return to his own country 

with great wealth, but his heart will be set against the holy covenant. He will take action against it and then 

return to his own country. 
29 

"At the appointed time he will invade the South again, but this time the 

outcome will be different from what it was before. 
30 

Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him, and 

he will lose heart. Then he will turn back and vent his fury against the holy covenant. He will return and 

show favor to those who forsake the holy covenant. 
31 

"His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple 

fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination that causes desolation. 
32 

With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, but the people who know their God will 

firmly resist him. 
33 

"Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall by the sword or 

be burned or captured or plundered. 
34 

When they fall, they will receive a little help, and many who are not 

sincere will join them. 
35 

Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made 

spotless until the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time. 
36 

"The king will do as he 

pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will say unheard-of things against the God 

of gods. He will be successful until the time of wrath is completed, for what has been determined must take 

place. 
37 

He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the one desired by women, nor will he 

regard any god, but will exalt himself above them all. 
38 

Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses; 

a god unknown to his fathers he will honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. 
39 

He 

will attack the mightiest fortresses with the help of a foreign god and will greatly honor those who 

acknowledge him. He will make them rulers over many people and will distribute the land at a price. 
40 

"At 

the time of the end the king of the South will engage him in battle, and the king of the North will storm out 

against him with chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships. He will invade many countries and sweep 

through them like a flood. 
41 

He will also invade the Beautiful Land. Many countries will fall, but Edom, 

Moab and the leaders of Ammon will be delivered from his hand. 
42 

He will extend his power over many 

countries; Egypt will not escape. 
43 

He will gain control of the treasures of gold and silver and all the 

riches of Egypt, with the Libyans and Nubians in submission. 
44 

But reports from the east and the north will 

alarm him, and he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many. 
45 

He will pitch his royal 

tents between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain. Yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him. 

12:1 "At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of 

distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people-- 

everyone whose name is found written in the book-- will be delivered. 
2 
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of 

the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 
3 
Those who are 

wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars 

for ever and ever. 
4 
But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the end. 

Many will go here and there to increase knowledge." 
5 
Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood 

two others, one on this bank of the river and one on the opposite bank. 
6 
One of them said to the man 

clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, "How long will it be before these astonishing things 

are fulfilled?" 
7 
The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right hand and 

his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, "It will be for a time, 

times and half a time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be 

completed." 
8 
I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, "My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?" 

9 
He replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end. 

10 

Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the 

wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand. 
11 

"From the time that the daily sacrifice is 

abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 
12 

Blessed is the 

one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days. 
13 

"As for you, go your way till the end. You will 

rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance." 

 

Introduction 
 In the movie Stranger than Fiction Will Ferrell plays a serious role.  He is Harold 

Crick, an auditor for the IRS.  One morning he wakes up to go about the monotonous 
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routines of his rather boring life, but as he’s methodically brushing his teeth he hears the 

voice of a third person omniscient narrator narrating his every move.  He hears this 

woman’s voice throughout the day and at one point later that afternoon the narrator began 

with the phrase, “Little did he know…” and then announced that his death was imminent. 

 So Harold is understandably distressed.  His determination to find out what’s 

happening to him brings him eventually to Professor Hilbert right here at UIC.  He is a 

literature professor who has spent a great deal of time studying the use of the phrase 

“little did he know” in stories.  It turns out that Harold is living a story that’s being 

written by someone else.  And the first thing professor Hilbert tells Harold he has to 

figure out is whether his life is a tragedy or a comedy.  How does the story end?  Is it a 

happy ending or a sad ending? 

 It’s a pretty good movie, not an all-time classic, but pretty good.  There’s one 

scene in particular, though, that makes this movie a must see.  Rent it and watch the first 

bakery scene in slo-mo and you’ll see Immanuel’s very own Helen Lee, back when she 

had long hair. 

 Last week we started to look at Daniel’s last revelation of the future.  He saw an 

impressive angel who said he would have been there three weeks earlier, but he got 

caught up with “the prince of Persia” – a telling look behind the scenes at the spiritual 

world of angels and demons.  Today we read what that angel revealed to Daniel.  It’s a 

long, verbal narrative.  “There are no visual illustrations,” as one person has said.  “It is a 

revelation to the ear rather than to the eye.”
1
  It’s interesting to me that God 

communicates this final and most complete revelation of how it all ends without visuals; 

there are no statues or beasts or horns, but simply words. 

10:21 tells us that these words are excerpts from “what is written in the Book of 

Truth.”  God has written a book.  David prays in Psalm 139:16 – “All the days ordained 

for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”  God has written the 

book of human history; he has scripted the rise and fall of empires; he has “determined 

the times set for [the people of those empires] and the exact places where they should 

live” (Acts 17:26).  He knows how it will end.  The future is not uncertain.  It’s already 

written.  And the big picture story, the metanarrative, of this world is a comedy: good 

triumphs over evil and the hero and his people live happily ever after. 

But what about the little story of your life?  What does the future hold for me?  Is 

my life a tragedy or a comedy?  What the end of Daniel reveals to each of us today is just 

this: the story of your existence is a comedy if you are in Christ. 

 

Let’s pray… 

 

The Prophecy that is Now Past 

 The first 35 verses of chapter 11 are unique.  They are very matter of fact.  

They’re not very cryptic, like before.  They plainly chronicle the time from the current 

Persian period into the Greek period ending with the historical figure Antiochus 

Epiphanes (who we talked about in ch. 8; the guy who set-up an altar to Zeus and 

sacrificed swine at the temple in Jerusalem in 167 B.C.).  Now listen to how one scholar 

describes these verses: “From what we know about the period we can affirm that the 

prophet writes with the accuracy of a historian.”
2
  But the thing is: it’s not history.  This 

angel is reading stuff out of the Book of Truth that has yet to happen.  And he’s not just 
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giving the vague, broad contours of the future.  Daniel is hearing the future portrayed 

with fine attention to detail.  Minutia from the next four hundred years are given here. 

 There were three famous and powerful kings that followed Cyrus and ruled 

Persia, followed and capped off by Xerxes who tried to overextend his mighty empire 

and attack Greek territories, unsuccessfully.  This started a chain of events that eventually 

led to Alexander the Great, who is described in v. 3 who finally overcame Persia and 

established his dominance over the world.  After Alexander died, his descendants were 

murdered and so power was passed to his four leading generals – the “four winds of 

heaven” (v. 4). 

 Two of these generals and their progeny directly affected the plight of the 

Israelites: the Ptolemies in the South and the Seleucids in the North (the king of the South 

and the king of the North which dominate the remaining verses).  Verses 5-20 tell in 

detail the subsequent power shifts that took place between the two dynasties.  It tells of 

pacts and arranged political marriages like the one between Berenice, the daughter of a 

Ptolemaic king, and Antiochus II, the grandson of Seleucus, in 250 B.C.  Now, I’m not 

going to bore you with the details.  If you want to read about it you can.  You can simply 

check out volume 7, part one of the Cambridge Ancient History at the library and read it 

side by side with Daniel 11:2-35 and see how everything matches.  It’s astounding. 

 Long story short, eventually the Seleucids took over control of the land of Israel 

and v. 21 describes the most infamous Seleucid king – Antiochus Epiphanes.  He was one 

bad dude, contemptible, deceptive, bent on evil, causing the Jews to forsake the holy 

covenant.  He is the one who abolished the daily sacrifice at the temple and then set up an 

abomination that causes desolation – the idol of Zeus and the offering of swine on the 

altar.   

 It was a horrible time for God’s people.  People fell by the sword, were burned, 

captured, plundered and there was no one to help them.  It looked bleak.  The persecution 

was intense.  Yet some who knew their God firmly resisted Antiochus’ attempts to 

destroy them and their faith.  Even when it looked like evil was winning, some held firm 

to their hope in God.  But the point is: all of this happened exactly as predicted! 

 Starting in v. 36 is where the prophecy doesn’t line up perfectly with anything we 

know from history.  There are a lot of different explanations for this.  It doesn’t seem to 

fit with what we know of Antiochus Epiphanes.  It seems to telescope into the future and 

depict the final Antichrist of which Antiochus was merely a prototype.  It’s hard to say 

exactly, but this seems to me to make good sense. 

 

The Prophecy that is Yet to Come 
 Whatever you think about vv. 36-45, starting in chapter 12 there’s no doubt that 

we have skipped to the very end of the Book of Truth, the wrapping up of history.  And 

this is what I want to focus on.  The details of ch. 11 would have been quite intriguing for 

a first century B.C. Jew that was reading them; to us they’re just a bunch of obscure facts 

of ancient history.  But I want you to think about it this way: if the events in this 

prophecy that are now past happened exactly as predicted, shouldn’t we have confidence 

that the events predicted that are still future will surely come to pass?  In other words, if 

Daniel recorded words that an angel told him in 536 B.C. and those words perfectly 

depicted events that actually happened between then and 167 B.C. why would we doubt 

the accuracy of the events depicted at the very end, that are still yet to come?  In other 
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words, if someone can see clearly four hundred years into the future, why would we have 

any reason to doubt that he can see 4,000? 

 Well, what is it we find depicted here?  “At that time Michael, the great prince 

who protects your people, will arise.  There will be a time of distress such as has not 

happened from the beginning of nations until then.  But at that time your people – 

everyone whose name is found written in the book – will be delivered.  Multitudes who 

sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and 

everlasting contempt” (12:1-2).  “There it is,” declares one commentator, “the first and 

only unambiguous reference to the double resurrection of the dead in the entire Old 

Testament!”
3
  We clearly see here the end of the story.  There will be great persecution, 

but deliverance will come.  Everyone who has ever died will be brought back to life.  The 

wicked will be raised only to be assigned to everlasting punishment.  And the righteous 

will be raised to live forever with God in the absence of all evil. 

 Unless the end comes soon (which it could), our bodies will die and decompose, 

but one day, at the very end, God will cause our corpses to come back together out of the 

dust of the earth.  We will be reconstituted, resurrected and we will then face judgment.  

Jesus said, “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their 

graves will hear his voice and come out – those who have done good will rise to live, and 

those who have done evil will rise to be condemned” (Jn. 5:28-29).  Just like Alexander 

the Great and Antiochus Epiphanes came in the course of history, so will come a day 

when every person that has ever lived will be raised from the dead.  And “those who are 

wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to 

righteousness, like the stars forever and ever” (12:3).  This is the final scene of the final 

act.  This is how it ends. 

 Now the angel told Daniel to “close up and seal the words of the scroll [he was 

presumably writing in] until the time of the end” (12:4).  This doesn’t mean seal it so no 

one can read it.  If so, how are we reading it today?  You see: in those days when 

important official documents were made, two copies were drafted.  One was sealed with a 

special signet ring imprint into wax and stored in a secure place.  The other was 

distributed and copied freely.  The angel is telling Daniel that the scroll he has been using 

to record his life and the revelations he had received over his 80 some years culminating 

in this one foretelling the resurrection of the dead at the end of time is a highly important 

document.  It is to be treated that way.  It is to be preserved for future generations.  And 

as such it has been an encouragement to God’s people down through the ages.  It has 

certainly been an encouragement to me over these past few months as I’ve studied it. 

What it does is it forces me to back up and look at reality from the big picture.  It 

reminds me that there is a sovereign God who is in control of history.  He has a plan to 

bring in a kingdom that shall never end, where evil is vanquished, where sin is atoned for.  

It fits so perfectly with the NT and it’s amazing to see how in Jesus all these things 

Daniel talks about have begun to take place.  It’s not just pie in the sky, wishful thinking.  

It’s reality.  And it reminds me that the story of my existence is a comedy since I am in 

Christ.  There is a happy ending. 

Look at the very last verse of this book – 12:13.  The angel tells Daniel, “As for 

you, go your way till the end.  You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise 

to receive your allotted inheritance.”  Isn’t that cool?  Daniel is given the promise that 

though he will die, that’s not the end of the story.  In his death there will be sweet rest 
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and then at the very end of human history he will rise from the dead and receive his 

eternal reward – eternal life with God.  We can have that assurance too if we have put our 

faith in Christ as our Lord and Savior.  If we trust him to take care of us and live our lives 

like that is really so.  We can know that the story of our existence is ultimately a comedy. 

But here’s the thing: even comedies have conflict.  The stories of our lives if 

we’ve trusted Christ are not shallow, contrived plots where everything is a bed of roses.  

There’s conflict.  There are ups and downs.  There are times when it seems like evil is 

winning and darkness is prevailing.  I’m sure when Antiochus Epiphanes was desecrating 

the temple and torturing those who held on to their faith in God people had a hard time 

believing that they were living in a comedy.  Those who are wicked continue to be 

wicked and many times seem to have the upper hand.  For many of God’s people 

throughout history, their life has ended in martyrdom.  For all Christ followers there’s a 

cross.  There’s suffering of some sort.  There’s struggle.  There’s dying to self.  Paul told 

us in Philippians that obtaining the resurrection from the dead is preceded by sharing in 

Christ’s sufferings.  But as in all good comedies, conflict contributes to character 

development. 

Daniel is not promised an easy life or quick deliverance.  In fact, he’s told to wait.  

In 12:6 another angel shows up and asks the angel who told Daniel that at the end there 

would be a resurrection of the dead where evildoers are punished and the righteous are 

rewarded, “How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?”  The 

answer comes back – “It will be for a time, times and half a time.  When the power of the 

holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed” (12:7).  There’s a 

time of breaking, trying, testing.  Verses 11-12 say, “From the time that the daily 

sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 

1,290 days.  Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days.”  

Time, times, and half a time… 1,290 days… 1,335 days… as Calvin put it, “The sum of 

the whole is this: many years must elapse before God fulfils what the prophet has 

declared.”  There is a period of waiting, of living with tension.  It’s a time of testing, 

calling for perseverance, where “many will be purified, made spotless and refined” 

(12:10).  And as Alex told me this week, perseverance means never taking your eyes off 

God.  It may look bleak at times.  There may be dark times, but we keep our eyes fixed 

on Jesus knowing that “all’s well that ends well.”  We live with the sure hope that the 

story of our existence is a comedy if we are in Christ. 

There’s a flip side to this too, of course.  The story of your existence is a tragedy 

if you are not in Christ.  It may seem like all is going well – your job is going well, 

you’re secure, you’re having fun – but if you are not in Christ, your existence will end in 

tragedy.  You will die in uncertainty and be raised from the dust at the end of time not to 

experience eternal bliss in God’s presence, but to experience eternal torment in utter 

darkness. 

 

Conclusion 
Like Harold Crick, for all of us our deaths are imminent.  We will all die.  And we will 

all be raised from the dead at the end.  But will your existence be a tragedy or a comedy.  

If you aren’t sure that you’re existence is a comedy, you can be.  Repent today.  Throw 

yourself on Christ’s mercy.  Give your life to him.  Scripture promises that “Whoever 

comes to [Jesus he] will never drive away” (Jn. 6:37).  Perhaps God has brought you here 
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today in his divine providence so that you would here the good news that your life can be 

a comedy if you are in Christ and today is the day scripted from before time began when 

you would have a change of heart and put your hope in God and begin living for him.  

Please don’t refuse to understand. 

 For those of you today who are in Christ, remember that your hope is not in 

government, your stock portfolio, or your kids; it’s not that life will get better for you 

eventually, that when you save enough money you can move to a better place, that when 

you get enough education you can get a better job.  Our hope is that because Jesus has 

died to pay the punishment for our sins we will rise at the end of time to live with him 

forever and ever. 

Whatever your life may look like now – dead end job, disintegrating family, deteriorating 

health, diminished hopes of ever finding a spouse; if you’re depressed, discouraged, 

dejected, disappointed – take heart, be encouraged.  If you put your trust in Christ, your 

existence is a comedy.  This is a necessary part of the plot.  “We… rejoice in our 

sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 

character; and character, hope.  And hope does not disappoint us” (Rom. 5:3-5). 

This is how the big story ends – the resurrection of the just and unjust.  Is your 

personal story a tragedy or a comedy?  The story of your existence is a comedy if you 

are in Christ. 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 It’s cool to realize that in Jesus the end has happened in the middle.  He took 

eternal hell on the cross in the place of all those who had and would put their trust in him 

so that they would never have to experience it.  And he rose from the grave to eternal life, 

“the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1Cor. 15:20) and “the firstborn among 

many brothers” (Rom. 8:29).  Because we trust that he died for our sins on the cross, “we 

know that when he appears, we shall be like him” (1Jn. 3:2). 

 

Benediction 
May you “set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed” 

– 1 Peter 1:13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, July 29, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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