
This sermon is printed and distributed as part of the ongoing ministry of Immanuel Baptist Church 

© 2007 Nathaniel R. Carter 

From The Pulpit Of 
 

 
 

Spiritual Warfare 

  

No. 13 Daniel 10:1 – 11:1 July 22, 2007 

Series: Daniel  Nathan Carter 

 

Text 
In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was given to Daniel (who was called Belteshazzar). 

Its message was true and it concerned a great war. The understanding of the message came to him in a 

vision. 
2 
At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. 

3 
I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my 

lips; and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over. 
4 
On the twenty-fourth day of the first 

month, as I was standing on the bank of the great river, the Tigris, 
5 
I looked up and there before me was a 

man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest gold around his waist. 
6 
His body was like chrysolite, his face 

like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his 

voice like the sound of a multitude. 
7 
I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; the men with me did 

not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them that they fled and hid themselves. 
8 
So I was left alone, gazing 

at this great vision; I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless. 
9 
Then I heard 

him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground. 
10 

A hand touched me 

and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 
11 

He said, "Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider 

carefully the words I am about to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you." And when 

he said this to me, I stood up trembling. 
12 

Then he continued, "Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day 

that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were 

heard, and I have come in response to them. 
13 

But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-

one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the 

king of Persia. 
14 

Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for the 

vision concerns a time yet to come." 
15 

While he was saying this to me, I bowed with my face toward the 

ground and was speechless. 
16 

Then one who looked like a man touched my lips, and I opened my mouth 

and began to speak. I said to the one standing before me, "I am overcome with anguish because of the 

vision, my lord, and I am helpless. 
17 

How can I, your servant, talk with you, my lord? My strength is gone 

and I can hardly breathe." 
18 

Again the one who looked like a man touched me and gave me strength. 
19 

"Do 

not be afraid, O man highly esteemed," he said. "Peace! Be strong now; be strong." When he spoke to me, I 

was strengthened and said, "Speak, my lord, since you have given me strength." 
20 

So he said, "Do you 

know why I have come to you? Soon I will return to fight against the prince of Persia, and when I go, the 

prince of Greece will come; 
21 

but first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. (No one supports 

me against them except Michael, your prince. 

11:1 And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I took my stand to support and protect him.) 

 

Introduction 
 How many of you have seen the new Transformers movie?  Anybody remember 

the cartoon from the 80s?  What was the tagline for that show?  It was: more than meets 

the eye.  Do you believe that there is more than meets the eye? 

Do you believe in God?  You can’t see him.  Andrea and I recently watched a 

BBC nature documentary called The Blue Planet and in this episode originally broadcast 
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in 2001 they were going into the deep – 13,000 feet (almost 2.5 miles!) to the bottom of 

the ocean where the sun doesn’t shine, the temperature is frigid, and the pressure exceeds 

16,000 pounds per square inch.  More people have been to and we know more about the 

surface of the moon than this part of our own planet.  And what they saw there was 

astounding – the freakiest looking, bug-eyed fish; transparent squid whose photophores 

give pulsating displays of color; hairy anglerfish that look like a beast described in the 

book of Daniel and lure there prey with a blinking stick attached to the top of their head 

that moves back and forth.  There were breathtaking shows of bioluminescence that 

happen all the time in the pitch black depths of the ocean where no human eye can see it.  

The variations of sea creatures were spectacular.  They caught on film species of fish 

never seen before.  In some places of the ocean’s floor new species are being discovered 

every 10 days! 

The Bible says that “since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his 

eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what 

has been made” (Rom 1:20).  And we’re always finding new aspects of this vast universe 

from the Hubble Telescope to the laboratory microscope to the depths of the ocean.  All 

of this mind boggling creativity screams for a Creator.  It tells us that if such a complex 

and beautiful world exists, there’s got to be even more than meets the eye. 

And if you believe in a God, a supreme spiritual Being that we cannot see or 

touch, then philosophically you have opened the door to believing in other dimensions, 

spiritual realms with spiritual beings.  If a Creator God who we cannot see, out of his 

own pleasure, created the “Dumbo” octopus with flapping elephant-like ears which no 

one would see and enjoy in the whole history of humankind until a few years ago, then 

perhaps he also made other creatures that exist in other realms; spiritual beings that exist 

in different dimensions yet can interface with our dimension.  Perhaps even within God’s 

creation there is more than meets the eye, untold varieties of spiritual creatures. 

Well, the Bible speaks often of just such things.  It speaks of cherubim and 

seraphim; of angels and archangels.  Earlier in the book of Daniel when we’re given a 

glimpse into the heavenly throne room of the Ancient of Days it says that “thousands 

upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him” (7:10) – 

God has made multitudes of angelic beings which the Psalmist invokes in Psalm 103:20-

21 – “Praise the Lord, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his 

word.  Praise the Lord, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will.” 

One aspect of God’s unfathomably vast and diverse creation is a category of 

being generally invisible to our eyes, but no less real.  And just like this world is fallen 

because our human race rebelled against God, so did parts of the angelic dimension.  The 

Bible speaks of fallen angels who have rebelled against the Lord and do evil – demons, 

evil spirits, Satan and his army of darkness that wars against the Lord of hosts.  This 

unseen, spiritual realm is described on almost every page of the Bible.  Angels and 

demons are just as much a part of reality as dogs and cats.  Do you believe that? 

There’s this story in the book of Numbers where a guy named Balaam is riding a 

donkey, but his donkey sees an angel with a sword in the path ahead and won’t move.  So 

Balaam starts beating his donkey until we read that “the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, and 

he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road with his sword drawn.  So he bowed 

low and fell facedown” (Nu. 22:31).  There’s a similar story in 2 Kings 6 where the king 

of Aram and his army has surrounded the Israelite camp where the prophet Elisha is.  
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Elisha’s servant is freaking out, “What shall we do?”  “‘Don’t be afraid,’ the prophet 

answered.  ‘Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.’  And Elisha 

prayed, ‘O Lord, open his eyes so that he may see.’  Then the Lord opened the servant’s 

eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha” 

(2Kgs. 6:16-17).  It was the Lord’s heavenly army! 

Today’s passage in Daniel reminds us that there is more than meets the eye, that 

there is an unseen dimension where good and evil forces are at war to control people and 

places on this earth.  And today we get a little peek behind the curtain, we get our eyes 

opened just a little bit to catch a glimpse of an unseen dimension that is engulfing us right 

now and has an affect on the course of our lives.  Believe me: I’m not one who sees a 

demon behind every rock.  In fact, I’m largely skeptical of bizarre stories of angels and 

demons.  But I am one who takes the Bible at face value and in passages like today’s 

what we see is just this: there are angels and demons at work in the world. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Dan the Man 
 The events of today’s text take place “in the third year of Cyrus king of Persia” 

(v. 1).  Remember: Nebuchadnezzar was the leader of the Babylonians when they rose to 

power and he took Daniel, his three friends, and scores of other Jews off as exiles.  Cyrus 

was the leader of the Persians when they rose to power, conquering Babylon, and in his 

first year he issued a decree allowing the Jews to return home and rebuild their temple.  

Chapter 10 happens in the third year of Cyrus.  What does that mean?  That means that 

Daniel didn’t go home. 

 It could have been that Daniel was too old to make the trek back.  He was, after 

all, in his 80s.  Or maybe he wasn’t, for some reason, permitted to leave.  Or perhaps, as I 

like to think, Daniel felt like he could better serve God and his people in a pagan setting 

than by returning to Israel.  I’ve said this before, but many of you may need to hear it 

again.  Most people can serve God better in a secular job than they can in full-time, paid 

Christian ministry.  Think long and hard about that… 

 Daniel had been around to see many rulers come and go and in the third year of 

Cyrus the venerable exile has his last and most complete vision concerning God’s 

sovereign plan for the future and for redeeming this fallen world.  Here’s how it took 

place: 

 Daniel was down.  He was discouraged.  Perhaps it was because the news coming 

back from Jerusalem wasn’t good.  The 70 years prophesied by Jeremiah had come to an 

end, the people were trying to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple, but it wasn’t going well, 

as we read in the book of Ezra.  This wasn’t complete and total restoration and so 

Daniel’s heart ached.  There would still be 70 more “sevens” until total restoration.  So, 

what did he do when he was down?  He set aside three weeks to get away, pray, mourn, 

seek God. 

 During these 3 weeks Daniel participated in a partial fast.  Did you know there 

was such a thing?  Fasting doesn’t have to just mean you give up all food.  You can give 

up certain foods like dessert or certain things like TV or something like that for a period 

of time in order to intensely seek the Lord. 
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If you remember, back in ch. 1 I speculated that part of Daniel’s deportation and 

indoctrination may have involved castration.  I saw evidence for this in the fact that he 

willingly gave up eating meat and ate only vegetables.  What kind of full-blooded male 

would do that?  Well, today we see that was only temporary, because for his partial fast 

he gives up eating meat for three weeks.  How can he give it up if he wasn’t eating it?  So 

Daniel was carnivorous; however, we also learn today that he used lotion!  Lotion?  Real 

men don’t use lotions; so the verdict is still out on whether or not Daniel was a eunuch. 

But I tell you what: I don’t know about you, but I still have a lot of respect for 

Daniel, even though he used lotion.  So did God, evidently.  At the end of the three weeks 

(21 days) an angel appeared to Daniel.  This was a very high-ranking official in the Lord 

Almighty’s entourage of spiritual beings.  He is actually described in a similar way to 

how Jesus is described in the book of Revelation.  So this angel was powerful and 

impressive.  Notice that only Daniel could see him; his companions could not.  And 

Daniel is driven to the ground by the splendor of what he sees.  But this angel touched 

Daniel (what one person has called “celestial first aid”
1
) and told him, “Daniel, you who 

are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about to speak to you, and stand 

up, for I have now been sent to you” (v. 11).  [this is no Touched By An Angel kind of 

angel!]  He tells Daniel that God has heard his prayers.  Later on when Daniel is 

overcome with inadequacy in the presence of this being again, the angel says, “Do not be 

afraid, O man highly esteemed…  Peace!  Be strong now; be strong” (v. 19).  Daniel was 

a man esteemed by God!  He was Dan the Man; he was a stud; a spiritual stud who had 

served his God faithfully for his lifetime of exile and whose prayers affected the goings 

on of the heavenly realm.  He was highly esteemed.  I want to be like a Daniel.  How 

about you?  He didn’t just start out strong and fizzle out.  He was fasting and praying and 

working and concerned about the greater cause and purposes of God even in his 80s.  

That’s cool… 

 

Why the Delay? 

Now, before we get into the contents of what the angel revealed to Daniel in his 

final recorded apocalyptic vision, which is what we’re going to cover next week, today 

we’re going to look more closely at this notion of spiritual beings.  More specifically, 

what took this heavenly messenger so long to get to Daniel?  Let’s look starting at v. 12.  

This spectacular creature shows up on the scene while Daniel is by the Tigris River and 

his splendor makes Daniel hit the deck, but it’s kind of interesting what he says.  He 

basically says, “Sorry I’m late!  I got held up.”  As soon as Daniel started his time of 

retreat and fasting, this angel was dispatched to go to Daniel and reveal to him another 

vision of “what will happen to [his] people in the future” concerning “a time yet to come” 

(v. 14), but he got caught up… for three weeks… with the “prince of the Persian 

kingdom” (v. 13). 

Who is this “prince of the Persian kingdom” who “resisted [the mighty angel] 

twenty-one days”?  That word, “prince,” is used in the next sentence to describe Michael.  

In v. 21 Michael is also described as a “prince.”  We know from the NT books of Jude 

and Revelation that Michael was an angel, a good angel, a powerful angel.  So when the 

phrase “prince of the Persian kingdom” is used in v. 13 it’s not merely referring to Cyrus 

the king or any other human.  It’s referring to a spiritual being.  And because he resists 
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this angel and the angel Michael has to come to his aid, we can deduce that this is a 

demon; he’s on the other side. 

In v. 20 the angel that’s speaking with Daniel informs him, “Soon I will return to 

fight against the prince of Persia.”  He’s got his hands full with this demon.  And then he 

says after the prince of Persia “the prince of Greece will come.”  And Michael and this 

angel tag-team together to fight these demons.  So there was a demon set-over the 

kingdom of Persia by Satan.  There was a demon in charge of operations for Greece.  

These two pagan empires had their own “princes;” specific demons assigned to them 

probably with legions of demons underneath them that held sway over the people and 

structures of the empire. 

 

Prince of Chicago? 
 So the main point is that there are angels and demons at work in the world.  

And if there was a “prince” in charge of Persia and a “prince” in charge of Greece, it’s 

not that speculative to say that there is a “prince of Chicago.”  There is a battle going on 

behind the scenes in this city we live in.  The Apostle Paul talks about this explicitly in 

the NT.  He says in Ephesians ch. 6 that we should “be strong in the Lord and in his 

mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the 

devil’s schemes” (Eph. 6:10-11).  The Devil, Satan, has schemes.  He has tactical plans.  

He has deputies he has placed over cities and countries and regions with demons under 

them.  And there is an elaborate war plan to oppose God and his work on this earth.  Paul 

continues: “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of 

evil in the heavenly realms” (Eph. 6:12).  NT theologian George Ladd writes, “Evil is not 

a disorganized, chaotic conflict of powers, …but is under the direction of a single will 

whose purpose it is to frustrate the will of God.”
2
  Satan is organized and he has a 

department, a bureau in Chicago… and I believe he has put one of his top demons in 

charge of it. 

 What is Satan’s main objective: to inhibit the advancement of the gospel – the 

good news of what God has done in Christ to reconcile sinful, broken people to himself.  

Jesus said that Satan goes around plucking up seeds of the gospel that are planted in 

people’s heart, not wanting it to take root and grow (cf. Mk. 4:15).  Paul was certainly 

aware of the Evil One’s desire to thwart the spread of the gospel.  He wrote to the church 

in Thessalonica – “For we wanted to come to you – certainly I, Paul, did, again and again 

– but Satan stopped us” (1Thess. 2:18).  Satan would try to mess with Paul’s travel plans.  

Paul said in 2 Corinthians 4:4 – “The god of this age [a way of referring to Satan] has 

blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  Satan is crafty.  He uses many different 

means – deception, intimidation, false promises… even convincing people that he doesn’t 

exist, that nothing beyond the material exists.  He lulls people into believing they’re 

okay; that they’re not that bad; that they don’t need their sins forgiven.  And he seeks to 

thwart and trip up those who proclaim the gospel. 

 I know a pastor who had a freaky encounter once.  It was a Sunday afternoon.  He 

was at home with his family after church.  That morning through his preaching someone 

had heard the gospel and believed it for the first time and made a decision to follow 

Christ.  Cool stuff!  Well, that afternoon when he was at home the pastor started having a 
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hard time breathing.  It kept getting worse.  He felt like he was being choked.  His neck 

was constricting.  His face was turning red, then blue.  His wife thought he was going to 

die.  And then all of a sudden it stopped.  He went and looked at himself in the mirror and 

there was a distinct, red mark all the way around his neck, like someone had been 

strangling him with a rope.  He believes, and I believe, that it was a demon that didn’t 

like what he had been a part of that morning.  And perhaps an angel came and pulled off 

the demon before he could kill him??  This kind of stuff is real, folks. 

 Why do I say that I think “the prince of Chicago” is one of Satan’s top demons?  

Because this is an extremely dark city.  Just think of the notorious political corruption, 

the racial segregation and gross inequalities.  Did anyone read The Devil in the White City 

by Erik Larson about the serial killer that stalked the World’s Fair that was here in 1893?  

As Frank Sinatra sang, it’s “the town that Billy Sunday could not shut down.”  I could go 

on and on, but more importantly there are the stats that show how little, relatively 

speaking, is going on here for the kingdom of God.  My friend Lewie Clark who has 

planted churches in different parts of the country and most recently worked with 

collegiate church planting in Boston testifies repeatedly that Chicago is a bleak, bleak 

place.  In Boston where there are only 250,000 college students they have monthly prayer 

meetings where at least 70 full-time collegiate workers show up every time.  In Chicago 

where there are 530,000 college students, making it one of the largest if not the largest 

college town in the country, there are only a handful of full-time collegiate workers.  

There are more campuses where there are no campus ministries than there are where 

there is at least one. 

 In Chicago church planting as a whole is way behind even a place like New York 

or L.A. or Seattle.  Get this: we need to plant 3,726 new churches in Chicagoland just to 

get to 1 church per 1,000 people (the national average is 1:909)!  It’s dismal!  Do you 

think “the prince of Chicago” is doing his job well?  And when people do try to start a 

new church to reach Chicagoans with the gospel message, many of them fail (several 

have already in this neighborhood).  They just don’t make it.  They fight and split.  

There’s moral failure among the leadership.  And “the prince of Chicago” fiendishly 

smiles.  I have a friend who moved here from Michigan to plant a church in the city and 

as soon as he did, his wife started getting seriously ill and feeling other demonic attacks.  

I hear anecdote after anecdote.  When we were doing our Vacation Bible School this 

summer Bessie had to miss one day because she had an inexplicable pain in her side and 

Andrea lost her voice on the day she was supposed to teach the lesson.  Do you think the 

devil wanted those kids to hear the gospel?  “The prince of Chicago” has a strong hold on 

this city to inhibit the furtherance of the gospel and keep people in their slavery to sin. 

 Paul says to the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 2:11 that he doesn’t want Satan to 

“outwit” them, “for [they] are not unaware of his schemes.”  We cannot be unaware of 

Satan’s schemes today.  We can’t be oblivious to this spiritual reality.  This is what we’re 

up against as we try to transform sinners into a holy people who find eternal satisfaction 

in Christ.  As a church that seeks to be more than a mere social club, but rather to be 

missional and advance the gospel in the UIC Area and plant churches throughout the city 

we will get “the prince of Chicago’s” attention.  We will put a big target on our backs.  

He will try whatever he can to side-track us, tempt us to sin, make it hard on us, try to 

turn us against each other, fill us with doubt, snatch up seeds that are planted, spread 

dissension, cynicism, and apathy so that we’ll give up.  This is what happens when 
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people and churches get serious about the gospel and the mission of God – they come 

under more demonic opposition.  Daniel got himself into the fray by being a man who 

sought to serve the Lord in the upper echelons of Babylonian and Persian government 

and who fasted and prayed for his people Israel and God’s greater purposes in history.  

And “the prince of Persia” tried to intercept the angel sent to encourage him and reveal 

God’s will to him.  If he wouldn’t have been doing that, “the prince of Persia” wouldn’t 

have gotten involved. 

 You see, you can’t be neutral in this war.  If you’re listening to all this and saying, 

“Well, I don’t want that!  Why would I want to join in the offensive advancement of 

God’s Kingdom, throw my whole life into the advancement of the gospel and church 

planting if it means opening myself up to these kinds of attacks and oppositions?”  Then 

Satan has you right where he wants you already.  He doesn’t need to make a scene and 

attach you or your family… because he’s gotcha.  You probably aren’t even a Christian. 

 

Jesus Wins! 

So why would we want to put a target on our backs and enter into the ring?  Why 

should I seek to advance the gospel and make Satan take notice of me?  Because we have 

the assurance that (a) there are angels, good angels, out there fighting on our side, 

guarding us and protecting us; and (b) most importantly, we have the assurance that Jesus 

wins in the end! 

This angel that comes and visits Daniel says in v. 21 – “I will tell you what is 

written in the Book of Truth.”  This book is the book of human history that God has 

already written.  He is in control.  He knows the future.  He has already written the end.  

And Jesus wins.  This angel comes to read to Daniel pieces of the end of the Book of 

Truth that assure him that good triumphs over evil.  One commentator put it this way: 

“The fact that God has scripted history and that the rescue of his people is the punch line 

is cause for great optimism and celebration.”
3
 

The last Harry Potter book came out at midnight on Friday (anybody get it?  

anybody read it already?).  It was said that J.K. Rowling, the author, had written the last 

chapter much in advance.  She knew how it was going to end.  There were rumors 

spreading that Harry would die at the end.  Somehow photographed copies of the book 

were leaked on the internet in advance and people were reading it ahead of time.  Turns 

out Harry doesn’t die.  Well, we have revealed to us snippets of the end of the Book of 

Truth, how history will draw to a close, and we can rest assured that Jesus wins, evil is 

eradicated for ever, and it ends happily ever after. 

We know that Satan was bound in Jesus’ ministry and defeated at the cross – D-

Day, if you will.  His back is broken, like Hitler’s Third Reich.  We still await V-Day.  

There are still strongholds, pockets of resistance, battles to be waged.  But Satan’s 

kingdom is crumbling.  The lines have been breached, the communications have been 

intercepted, the Enemy’s battle plans have been frustrated and turned into last ditch, 

frantic attempts to stop the bleeding.  It’s doomed for failure.  We have the promise of 

Jesus that he will build his church and “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Mt. 

16:18, ESV).  Think about that analogy.  Gates are defensive, not offensive.  We, the 

church, are called to storm the gates of hell and we’re promised that in the end they will 

not be able to hold up.  Think about the metaphor of light that Jesus used to describe us.  

What does light do?  Light dispels darkness.  What happens when you shine a flashlight 
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into a dark room?  Light wins!  It overcomes the darkness every time.  We win.  Let’s not 

hold back.  Let’s not hide our light under a basket.  Let’s jump into the game. 

 

Conclusion 
We need to know that there is a spiritual war going on behind the scenes.  If we 

deny its existence, we’re naïve and probably a sitting duck for Satan.  However, there’s 

another danger.  If we turn from Jesus to fight demons, on our own, we’re goners.  Some 

people are so fixated on angels and demons and confronting demonic powers and stuff 

like that that they take their eyes off of Jesus. 

 

Lord’s Table 
Let’s draw close to Jesus as we come to the Lord’s Table… 

 

Benediction 
May you be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power; may you put on the full armor of 

God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes; and may you resist the 

devil and he will flee from you. – Eph. 6:10-11; James 4:7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, July 22, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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