
This sermon is printed and distributed as part of the ongoing ministry of Immanuel Baptist Church 

© 2007 Nathaniel R. Carter 

From The Pulpit Of 
 

 
 

Our Greatest Need 

  

No. 12 Daniel 9:20-27 July 15, 2007 

Series: Daniel  Nathan Carter 
 

Text 
While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel and making my 

request to the LORD my God for his holy hill-- 
21 

while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in 

the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. 
22 

He instructed me and 

said to me, "Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding. 
23 

As soon as you began to 

pray, an answer was given, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore, consider 

the message and understand the vision: 
24 

"Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for your people and your holy city 

to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, 

to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy. 
25 

"Know and understand this: From the issuing 

of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 

'sevens,' and sixty-two 'sevens.' It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. 
26 

After 

the sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who 

will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until 

the end, and desolations have been decreed. 
27 

He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the 

middle of the 'seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up 

an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him." 

 

Introduction 
 Last week there was a youth group that was with us from St. Louis.  They spent 

the whole week here in the neighborhood learning about church planting and living 

missionally… all the stuff we’re trying to do as a missional, incarnational community 

here in the UIC Area with our lives.  It was a great time. 

 On Wednesday they did surveying in Pilsen, University Village, Little Italy, and 

the Near West Side.  People were remarkably friendly for the most part.  One of the 

questions we asked was something to the effect of, “What do you think is the biggest 

need in the community?”  Answers varied.  In Pilsen people said things like: 

gentrification, gangs, poverty, prostitution, drugs, jobs.  One person put – “No love.”  In 

University Village it was: traffic congestion, too expensive, parking.  One person put – 

“Room has bad view.”  In Little Italy people said things like: noise, college kids, no 

Laundromats.  And in the Near West Side (the mostly black neighborhood) respondents 

said: crime, drugs, schools, jobs.  One person there said, “The most important thing to me 

in life right now is staying alive.”  There were a bunch of interesting answers to several 

questions. 
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 How would you answer the question about what the greatest problem facing our 

neighborhood is?  Before we go further, I want to ask everyone to just pause and make a 

mental list of the top three needs you have in your life right now… 

Now we’re going to look at another crazy part of the book of Daniel, one that has 

caused a lot of controversy and confusion.  Hopefully by the end, as with the other 

wacked out parts of Daniel, it’s a little more clear to you.  But I think the underlying 

message is simple and it’s just this: many times the things we think we need are not 

the things we really need. 

 

Let’s pray… 
 

Return From Babylon Is Not Enough  
The prolific and profound (and yet at some points, I think, misguided) scholar 

N.T. Wright argued in his ground-breaking book in 1992, The New Testament and the 

People of God, “that most first-century Jews would have seen themselves as still, in all 

sorts of senses, ‘in exile’.”
1
  “Babylon,” he writes, “had taken the people into captivity; 

Babylon fell; and the people returned.  But in Jesus’ day many, if not most, Jews 

regarded the exile as still continuing.  The people had returned in a geographical sense, 

but the great prophecies of restoration had not yet come true.”
2
 

 We’ve been going through the book of Daniel together over the past few months 

and we’ve said that one of the major themes of this book is exile.  It’s a metaphor for how 

we live as strangers and aliens in this fallen world with heaven as our true home.  Yet 

we’ve also seen from the lives of Daniel and his three friends that we are still supposed to 

fit in to some extent, to engage the world we find ourselves in, not to live in a Christian 

bubble and be culturally clueless.  There’s been a lot of great, practical stuff here for 

living as God’s people in the world.  Daniel and his three friends offer a model for godly 

living in a metaphorical exile. 

 But let’s not forget that their exile was also historical.  In 605 B.C. 

Nebuchadnezzar ascended to power in the Babylonian Empire and expanded its 

domination over the ancient world, winning out over the Assyrians.  And in this 

campaign he subjected Judah (the remaining Jewish kingdom) and took many of its 

young aristocrats away to be indoctrinated in the Babylonian worldview and culture – 

Daniel and his three friends being some of them.  In 597 B.C. even more people were 

carted off, including the prophet Ezekiel.  And finally in 586 B.C. the temple in 

Jerusalem was demolished and mass waves of people were deported to Babylon.  Daniel, 

and scores of other Israelites, found themselves living out their lives in a foreign land, 

under foreign oppression, being inculcated with a foreign religion… in exile.  Last week 

we got to see that while the Israelites where under the control of an evil empire, this was 

actually God’s doing; it was God’s punishment upon Israel for their sin – part of God’s 

curse for breaking their covenant with him.  Their subjugation, the destruction of their 

temple, their suffering was a result of their own sin. 

 But as we saw last week and are reminded in v. 20, Daniel was “confessing [his] 

sin and the sin of [his] people Israel.”  He owned up to his guilt.  He discerned from the 

books, from his study of Scripture, particularly the scroll of Jeremiah the prophet, that the 

exile would only last 70 years and then there would be restoration.  Now as Daniel prays, 

Babylon had just been overthrown, it had been about 70 years since Daniel had been 
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captured and so Daniel was pleading with God for mercy.  “God we are sorry!  O Lord, 

listen!  O Lord, forgive!  O Lord, hear and act!  For your sake, O my God, do not delay, 

because your city and your people bear your Name (v. 19).  Restore us to your land and 

help us rebuild your temple where we can worship you and serve you.”  It says in v. 20 

that he was “making [his] request to the Lord… for his holy hill.”  Daniel’s contrition 

was genuine.  His motives were pure.  But does everyone see what it is he is asking for?  

He wants God to rebuild Jerusalem and its temple.  Right? 

 And “while [Daniel] was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man [he] had seen in the 

earlier vision [of the ram and the goat and the horn in ch. 8], came to [him] in swift flight 

about the time of the evening sacrifice.  He instructed [Daniel] and said to [him], ‘Daniel, 

I have now come to give you insight and understanding.  As soon as you began to pray, 

an answer was given, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed.  

Therefore, consider the message and understand the vision: Seventy “sevens” are decreed 

for your people and your holy city’” (vv. 21-24).  In other words, the angel Gabriel says, 

“God has heard your prayer, he will bring the 70 years to completion, he will restore you 

to Jerusalem, but this restoration won’t be final; there’s going to be another period of 70 

somethings” – 70 segments of 7 somethings; sometimes referred to as the 70 weeks and 

generally understood as 70, 7-year periods or 490 years. 

 And sure enough, that very year the new, Persian emperor, Cyrus, officially ended 

the period of the Babylonian captivity and released the Jews to return to Jerusalem and 

rebuild the temple.  2 Chronicles 36:22 – 

 

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the 

Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of 

Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in 

writing:  “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: “‘The Lord, the God of 

heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed 

me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah.  Anyone of his people 

among you – may the Lord his God be with him, and let him go up.’” 

 

So within months of Daniel’s prayer the Babylonian exile was officially over.  The 

rebuilding of the city and its temple could commence.  The people of God could live in 

their own land again. 

But, as time would tell, something was still missing.  They weren’t really “free.”  

Persia still dominated them; Greece would after that, and Rome after that.  They were 

still in a sense slaves.  A small trickle of returning exiles to a weedy pile of rubble didn’t 

quite seem like the grandiose promises of redemption and restoration and glory days that 

the prophets seemed to be talking about.  In fact, when the foundation for the new temple 

was finally set in place, we read in Ezra 3:12, “many of the older priests and Levites and 

family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw [it].”  Have 

you ever longed for something, something maybe you had experienced at one point 

earlier in your life or something you had romanticized in your head, and when you 

eventually achieved or retrieved it, it was disappointing, it wasn’t everything you 

remembered it to be or hoped it would be? 

The Israelites were returning from captivity in Babylon, but there emerged a very 

real sense that they were still in exile.  This didn’t cut it.  Gabriel comes to Daniel here at 
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the end of chapter 9 after his great confession of sin and says that his prayer for 

Jerusalem had been heard, but there still remained another 70 ‘sevens’ in their future, 

another period of waiting, waiting for that ultimate and final redemption when 

EVERYTHING would be put right.  Daniel prayed for the return from Babylonian exile, 

the end of the 70 years; but God told him something more complete was necessary and 

that would take another 70 ‘sevens’.  You see, many times the things we think we need 

are not the things we really need.  Daniel thought what he and his people needed was to 

be living in the Promised Land again and to rebuild their holy city and its temple.  But 

that wasn’t their greatest need. 

 

Ultimate Redemption 
 What was?  Well, let’s look at what the goal of these 70 “sevens” was.  Gabriel 

says, “Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish 

transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting 

righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy” (v. 24).  

That’s six things.  These six things encompass the climax of redemption.  Merely coming 

back to Jerusalem and rebuilding Solomon’s temple wasn’t the answer to the deepest, 

greatest, profoundest problems plaguing humanity.  They ultimately needed their sin 

problem dealt with for good. 

Israel would, and did, transgress God’s law again after they were in their 

homeland.  They needed to be finished with transgression.  Their hearts were still sinful.  

They needed to have their sin put to an end.  And they were still wicked.  They needed 

their wickedness atoned for.  Even with a reinstituted temple, “the same sacrifices 

repeated endlessly year after year, [could never] make perfect those who draw near to 

worship.  If it could, would they not have stopped being offered?  For the worshipers 

would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins.  

But those sacrifices [were merely] an annual reminder of sins, because it is impossible for 

the blood of bulls and goats to take away [to atone for] sins.” (Heb. 10:1-4).  The sin 

Daniel confessed needed to be decisively dealt with... 

…so that everlasting righteousness could be brought in.  The Israelites needed to 

be made completely and entirely righteous.  Why?  So that they can be reconciled to their 

Maker, to God, and dwell in his presence for eternity, at whose right hand are pleasures 

forevermore.  This is the culmination of all the visions and prophecies recorded 

throughout Scripture.  They needed all the visions and prophecies uttered from Genesis 

3:15 where God promised right after the first sin that plunged the whole cosmos into sin 

and decay that one day the seed of the woman would crush the serpent to Isaiah 65 when 

God promised a New Creation to be sealed up because they’ve come to fruition.  And in 

order for this kind of grand redemption to happen they needed a Messiah/Christ, an 

Anointed One.  They needed Jesus! 

Jesus is the most holy one who, it says in Acts 10:38, in his baptism “God 

anointed… with the Holy Spirit and power.”  Jesus is the fulfillment of all prophecy for 

2 Corinthians 1:20 says that “no matter how many promises God has made, they are 

‘Yes’ in Christ.”  It is Jesus “who has become for us wisdom from God – that is, our 

righteousness, holiness and redemption” (1Cor. 1:30).  “God presented him as a sacrifice 

of atonement, through faith in his blood.  He did this to demonstrate his justice, because 

in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished” (Rom. 3:25).  It 
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is Jesus, Hebrews 9:26 says, who “has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do 

away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.”  And it was Jesus, who while hanging on the 

bloody cross enduring the unthinkable abandonment of God the Father while he bore the 

sin of his people who cried out forcefully, “It is finished” (Jn. 19:30)! 

All the things mentioned in v. 24 find their fulfillment in Jesus!  The ultimate 

redemption from sin that Jesus accomplished is the answer to humanity’s greatest need.  

Gabriel tells Daniel this.  “The 70 year exile to Babylon is drawing to a close, but this 

will not prove to be your ultimate redemption.  There are 70 more ‘sevens’ decreed to 

finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting 

righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy” (v. 24).  This 

is what Jesus has done.  This is what Daniel and we truly need. 

This is the main point to get from this passage.  But let’s try to figure out a little 

bit more about the nature and span of the 70 “sevens.”  What is Gabriel talking about in 

vv. 25-27?  There are at least 2 major options for interpreting this enigmatic reference.  

Let me try to walk you through each of them. 

 

70 “Sevens”: Option #1 
 Option #1 is that the 70 weeks or 70 “sevens” indicate a literal 70 units of seven 

years, or 490 years.  This period of 490 years begins, according to v. 25, with “the issuing 

of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.”  And notice that Gabriel breaks up these 

70 “sevens” into three chunks – seven “sevens” + 62 “sevens” (= 69 “sevens”) + one 

“seven” = 70 “sevens.”  It says that “from the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild 

Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and 

sixty-two ‘sevens’” (v. 25).  In other words, from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem to the 

Messiah is 69 “sevens,” or 483 years. 

 Option #1 identifies “the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem” 

with Nehemiah’s request of King Artaxerxes found in Nehemiah 2:1-8 to let him return 

to Jerusalem and help the people rebuild the city’s walls.  That was 445 B.C.  If you 

round a year to 360 days, 483 years then becomes 173,880 days and if you start counting 

from the first day of 445 B.C. and take into account leap years you arrive at 173,880 days 

on April 6, 32 A.D.  That’s the date that scholars believe to be Christ’s triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem.  That’s kind of cool, isn’t it? 

 And then Option #1 understands there to be an undefined gap between the 69
th

 

week and the 70
th

 week during which, according to v. 26, the Annointed One is cut off 

(i.e. the Crucifixion) and the temple is destroyed (which happened in 70 A.D. under the 

Roman general Titus).  Right now we’re waiting for the 70
th

 week to begin which will be 

a literal seven-year period of Great Tribulation initiated by the Antichrist reinstituting the 

temple in Jerusalem and making a covenant with Israel, but in the middle of the seven 

years, that is after 3.5 years, he will break his covenant and begin persecuting the people 

of God and defiling the temple until Jesus comes back and destroys him. 

 That’s one option for understanding the chronology of the 70 weeks. 

 

• Artaxerxes decree in 445 B.C. 

• 69 “sevens” = 483 years = 483 x 360 = 173,880 days 

• 445 B.C. + 173,880 days = 1
st
 Palm Sunday 
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• prolonged gap during which Christ is crucified and the temple in Jerusalem is 

destroyed 

• final seven-year period right before Christ comes back when the Antichrist is 

manifested and after 3.5 years the temple is defiled and intense persecution ensues 

 

Seventy “Sevens”: Option #2 
 Before I explain Option #2, let me point out two problems with Option #1. 

 

(1) Numbers in the apocalyptic genre aren’t generally meant to be literal.  Remember: 

big picture.  It’s not trying to give a precise map of the future, down to the very 

day.  It’s describing the major contours of the future’s landscape.  Even in option 

#1 the 490 weeks aren’t taken 100% literally because there’s an undefined, 

prolonged gap (some 1,975 years and counting) between week 69 and 70.  And 

when you try to understand apocalyptic numbers this way and make them fit you 

inevitably have to start fudging a little bit (i.e. one year = 360 days). 

(2) It’s uncertain whether the decree in mind in Daniel 9:25 is that of Artaxerxes in 

445 B.C.  That’s a speculation in order to make it jive with the time of Christ.  In 

fact, there’s a more likely starting point. 

 

With that, let me attempt to show you Option #2 for understanding the 70 

“sevens.”  This is the one I favor.  As I mentioned earlier, the very year that Daniel 

prayed this prayer and heard this answer from the angel Gabriel was the year that Cyrus 

issued his famous decree allowing the Israelite captives to return to Jerusalem and rebuild 

their temple.  Proponents of Option #1 say that this doesn’t count because it has to be an 

issue to rebuild the city – v. 25 says, “Jerusalem.”  But Jerusalem includes the temple.  

And if Gabriel is answering Daniel’s prayer concerning the end of the 70 year captivity 

and the restoration of Jerusalem, then it makes sense that the beginning of this next 

period coincides with the end of the first.  So starting from the return from exile in 538 

B.C. Gabriel is saying there will still be another 70 “sevens” before complete restoration 

would take place (which is what Daniel really needed). 

According to Option #2, the 69th “seven” comes to an end with the baptism of 

Jesus, his anointing and beginning of his ministry as the Messiah.  There is no gap.  

Verses 26 and 27 are both describing the final chapter of human history, the 70
th

 “seven”, 

during which Jesus is cut-off, crucified to pay for sins and Titus, the “ruler who will 

come” destroys the Jewish temple in 70 A.D.  Jesus is the one who confirms a covenant 

with the many (v. 27) during the church age and Titus is the one who puts an end to 

sacrifice and offering, the “abomination that causes desolation.”  Titus is yet another 

proto-type of the final Antichrist like we talked about in ch. 8, but he is also ironically 

enacting judgment on the Jews for in large part rejecting their Messiah and putting an end 

to an institution that is no longer necessary – there’s no more need for the temple because 

sin was atoned for on the cross. 

We are still living in this last week, this 70
th

 “seven.”  In fact, we’re in the last 

half of the last “seven,” awaiting the culmination of history at the return of our crucified, 

yet risen Lord, Jesus the Christ/Messiah, to usher in the “new heaven and the new earth, 

the home of righteousness” (2Pet. 3:13). 
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In Option #2 the years are understood symbolically, and there’s good evidence for 

that.  It most likely harkens back to Leviticus 25.  Seventy “sevens” or 490 years has 

profound theological significance rooted in the concepts of Sabbath and jubilee.  In 

Leviticus 25 Moses relates this commandment: 

 

“Count off seven sabbaths of years – seven times seven years – so that the 

seven sabbaths of years amount to a period of forty-nine years.  Then have 

the trumpet sounded everywhere on the tenth day of the seventh month; on 

the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout your land.  

Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all 

its inhabitants.  It shall be a jubilee for you; each one of you is to return to 

his family property and each to his own clan.  The fiftieth year shall be a 

jubilee for you; do not sow and do not reap what grows of itself or harvest 

the untended vines.  For it is a jubilee and is to be holy for you; eat only 

what is taken directly from the fields. 

 

Why did God choose to reveal to Daniel through Gabriel the number 70 “sevens” or 

490??  Why not 500 years or 10 “threes?”  Could he perhaps be alluding to the jubilee 

idea and taking it to the 10
th

 degree – 10 being a number of completion?  Instead of 49 

years and then a 50
th

 year which is a Sabbath, a year of rest, a time when land was 

restored and slaves were released and debts were cancelled; there would be a symbolic 10 

jubilee eras – 490 years – followed by a consummate jubilary celebration of salvation – 

an eternal Sabbath, complete forgiveness and utter restoration.  Isn’t it interesting that 1 

Corinthians 15:52 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16 describe the return of Christ at the very end 

as being announced with a loud trumpet blast… just like the trumpet declaring the 

commencement of the year of jubilee in ancient Israel? 

 We are in the last chapter of human history right now.  The Day of Atonement has 

come with Christ who put an end to our sin when he was cut off on the cross and in a 

short while “the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with 

the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will 

rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever” 

(1Thess. 4:16-17).  We will be with him forever because our sins are taken care of 

through the atoning death of Christ. 

 

Conclusion 
This is it folks.  This is the story to boot all stories; the story of salvation from sin.  

There is no better story.  There is nothing more important than this.  Many times the 

things we think we need are not the things we really need.  Daniel knew he had 

sinned, but he thought that repentance and restoration to the land and the temple was the 

ultimate solution to his problem.  But it wasn’t.  It was just a pointer.  It looked forward 

to the ultimate sacrifice of Christ as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the 

world” (Jn. 1:29), making the temple obsolete and unnecessary; the Passover Lamb that 

enacted a greater redemption than the Exodus from Egypt (or the return from exile); the 

maker of a new covenant that superseded the old one written on tablets of stone; the one 

announcing the inauguration of an eschatological Jubilee where our infinite debt of sin is 
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paid in full and cancelled and ultimate, eternal restoration is secured.  This is what Daniel 

ultimately needed.  This is what we ultimately need – to have our sins taken care of so 

that we can be righteous and enjoy God’s presence forever and ever. 

Have you ever gotten something you thought would/should make you happy, but 

there was still something missing?  It’s because our deepest longing is for God and to 

have our sins forgiven so we can be in a right relationship with him.  That has been 

inaugurated by Christ’s first coming, and we eagerly await its final consummation at his 

second coming.  What we need, ultimately, is not more money, it’s not friends, or better 

social skills, or a new job, or a wife, or kids.  What our kids need is not ultimately a great 

education.  The answer to your problems is not a long vacation.  Vacations are good, but 

how many times have we day-dreamed about a week of laziness in an exotic location, but 

when we got there it was hard to relax and it always came to an end and the stress was 

still there?  Don’t be fooled, an extra week wouldn’t have done it either.  It’s because our 

deepest need is for something else. 

I don’t care what your felt needs are – “I need help raising my kids; I need better 

health; I need better self-esteem; I need a better relationship with my parents; I need 

healing from abuse I suffered as a child; I need a more fulfilling sexual life; I need a 

better job with opportunities for advancement…”  These may have some validity, but at 

the bottom of it all, you are a sinner that needs forgiveness so you can have eternal life 

with God.  That’s your greatest need.  That’s what Jesus accomplished.  That’s what I 

preach.  I’ve got nothing else. 

Let’s spend a few moments meditating on what our lives would look like if we 

realized this and knew that our greatest need had been met… 

 

The Lord’s Table 
 

Benediction 
May you find that Jesus meets your greatest need by taking care of your sin.  And may 

you worship him for that. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, July 15, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for 

personal Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who 

find fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 
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