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Text 
In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler over the Babylonian 

kingdom-- 
2 
in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word 

of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. 
3 
So 

I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and 

ashes. 
4 
I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: "O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his 

covenant of love with all who love him and obey his commands, 
5 
we have sinned and done wrong. We have 

been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and laws. 
6 
We have not 

listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our fathers, 

and to all the people of the land. 
7 
"Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame-- the 

men of Judah and people of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you have 

scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. 
8 
O LORD, we and our kings, our princes and our fathers 

are covered with shame because we have sinned against you. 
9 
The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, 

even though we have rebelled against him; 
10 

we have not obeyed the LORD our God or kept the laws he 

gave us through his servants the prophets. 
11 

All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away, 

refusing to obey you. "Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant 

of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against you. 
12 

You have fulfilled the words 

spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing upon us great disaster. Under the whole heaven 

nothing has ever been done like what has been done to Jerusalem. 
13 

Just as it is written in the Law of 

Moses, all this disaster has come upon us, yet we have not sought the favor of the LORD our God by 

turning from our sins and giving attention to your truth. 
14 

The LORD did not hesitate to bring the disaster 

upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in everything he does; yet we have not obeyed him. 
15 

"Now, O 

Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand and who made for yourself a 

name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong. 
16 

O Lord, in keeping with all your 

righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins 

and the iniquities of our fathers have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those 

around us. 
17 

"Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, O Lord, look 

with favor on your desolate sanctuary. 
18 

Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation 

of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of 

your great mercy. 
19 

O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do 

not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name." 

 

Introduction 

 If you don’t believe that there is such a thing as sin, and that sin is horrific, and 

that you are a horrific sinner, then you have no part in Christianity and Christianity has 

nothing for you.  But while many may object to this old-fashioned notion of sin, as G.K. 

Chesterton once said, “It is the only part of Christian theology which can really be 
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proved.”
1
  We do bad things; just look around you.  And every person, if she’s honest has 

a nagging sense of guilt, a deep realization that she is messed up, a longing to be fixed 

and made whole again.  If you stop and ask yourself the really hard questions about what 

it is that drives you, you will find that it’s a desire to deal with the sin you know is within 

you but don’t want to admit.  We know at our core that we have disobeyed and rebelled 

against our Creator and so we are frantically trying to hide from him behind the fig leaves 

of popularity, success, fashion, knowledge, money, work, religion, etc… 

 Like Lady Macbeth we all wander through life exclaiming, “Out, damned spot!  

Out, I say!”
2
  Yet God replies in Jeremiah 2:22 – “Though you wash yourself with lye 

and use much soap, the stain of your guilt is still before me.”  There is such a thing as sin 

– our military budgets, crowded prison systems, and our day-time television shows betray 

that fact.  And sin is horrific because it is in its essence an affront to the Maker of heaven 

and earth that incurs his punishment; it’s an offense to our Creator that breaches our 

relationship with him.  And all of this affects each of us personally – we ourselves are 

horrific sinners.  None of us is above the indictment of sin.  This is the starting point of 

Christian theology.  We are fatally flawed. 

 Listen to this song that a guy named David wrote and which is recorded in the 

Bible in Psalm 32 – “When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all 

day long.  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in 

the heat of summer.”  Here the weight of sin is described poetically – it eats at us, it’s a 

heavy burden that cannot be shaken, it makes us miserable.  But listen to what David says 

next, “Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.  I said, ‘I 

will confess my transgressions to the Lord’ – and you forgave the guilt of my sin” (Ps. 

32:3-5).  All of humanity is involved in a plot to cover-up their own sin, but it doesn’t 

work; God sees all, right to the very depths of our hearts.  All of humanity is intent on 

covering over the indelible stain on our conscience and the blot on our permanent moral 

record, but as hard as we try it’s still there. 

 But David speaks of a remedy, a way to have our transgressions forgiven, our sins 

covered for good and it involves confession.  Confession is owning up to your sins, 

acknowledging before God that you are a horrific and hopeless sinner, and giving up 

trying to cover that up on your own.  Confession is precisely what we see Daniel doing in 

the text of Scripture we’re looking at today.  And the main point we get today is just this: 

we must confess our sins. 

 

Let’s pray… 

 

The Book 

 This chapter starts off like the previous two chapters – with an historical marker: 

“In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler over 

the Babylonian kingdom” (v. 1).  Was made by whom?  It’s a divine passive.  Darius – 

which is either another name for Cyrus or one of Cyrus’ generals – was raised up by God 

to overthrow the Babylonians and make the Persian Empire the next great empire of the 

world.  God is in charge of the rise and fall of empires. 

 In the midst of these empires, Daniel and the other Jews lived as exiles, which 

we’ve seen is a metaphor for the Christian life.  But historically here the exile to Babylon 

was the result of Israel’s sin; it was punishment.  More on that in a bit. 
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 The first thing I want you to notice is what Daniel was doing in the first year of 

Darius the Mede.  “In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, 

according to the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of 

Jerusalem would last seventy years.  So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in 

prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes” (vv. 2-3).  The NASB puts it – 

“I, Daniel, observed in the books...”  The ESV has – “I, Daniel, perceived in the books...”  

Daniel was a man of the book, do you see?!  He spent his time poring over the scrolls that 

the exiles had taken with them and copied and distributed in Babylon or that had been 

sent to them after arriving – the books which make up part of our Bible today.  The Bible 

wasn’t completely written at this time, new revelations were being given, in fact, Daniel 

was writing his own book of Scripture which contained supernatural dreams and visions 

that he himself had received.  But nevertheless we find out today that Daniel was a man 

who looked to the Scriptures of his day in order to meet with God.  One commentator 

remarks, “It is obvious as we read carefully through the account of his life that his 

religion was much more radically book religion than it was vision religion.”
3
 

 Isn’t that something?  We know from ch. 6 that Daniel was a man of disciplined 

prayer who would go to his room three times a day and pray.  We know from chs. 7 & 8 

that Daniel got these wacked out, apocalyptic visions from God.  So we know that Daniel 

was a kind of mystic, but we see today that this mystic looked to the books of Scripture to 

encounter God.  That’s profound.  Through his study of Scripture, particularly here the 

book of Jeremiah, Daniel heard “the word of the Lord” and in that encounter was drawn 

to turn to the Lord in prayer.  Scripture prompted prayer, and not only that, but Scripture 

guided his prayer.  If you study the language of this prayer in Daniel 9 it’s distinctly 

biblical language – the language of covenant found in Deuteronomy, the vocabulary of 1 

Kings 8, it’s all very biblical.  Daniel was so steeped in the Bible that it informed the way 

he prayed – the words he used, the framework and categories of thought, etc…  He 

looked to the books to encounter God. 

 Has anyone here found that to be true?  Friends, don’t try to relate to God apart 

from the Bible.  “They are not just idle words for you – they are your life” (Dt. 32:47).  

Have you ever felt lost without your Bible?  Listen to how Dr. Martin Neimoller once 

described what the 66 books of the Bible meant to him.  Neimoller was a German 

theologian/pastor who resisted the Nazi attempts to control the church under the reign of 

Hitler. 

 

It was on the 2
nd

 of March, in 1938.  I had been in prison in Berlin for 

eight months and had been tried.  After the trial I had been taken by the 

Secret State Police and they had put me in a van, and had brought me to a 

concentration camp north of Berlin.  They took my wallet, they took my 

wrist watch, they took my wedding ring, and they took my pocket Bible, 

which I had been allowed to have with me during the days and weeks and 

months in Berlin prison.  This first night I shall never forget, because I 

didn’t sleep for one minute.  I didn’t find any peace.  I was quarrelling 

with God and blaming Him.  I had lost my memory during the very 

strenuous weeks of the trial.  I couldn’t remember a single verse from the 

Book by myself.  I was dependent on what was printed.  I assure you I 

should gladly have given not only eight oxen but years of my life if only I 
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could have had that Book.  Next morning, when the commandant entered, 

I asked him, ‘Let me have my Bible back.’  The man wavered.  I was the 

personal prisoner of the Fuehrer.  If he treated me too harshly it might be 

bad; and if he treated me too well that might be bad also.  In the end he 

turned to the orderly and said, ‘Go over to my office and bring the book 

which is on my desk.  It is the Bible; you bring it here.’  I had not yet been 

for twelve hours in the concentration camp and the Book had entered – the 

Holy Bible – the Book that bears witness and testifies to the One to Whom 

all power belongs in heaven and earth, even in concentration camp.  There 

the Book was, and there He was with all His strength, with all His 

comfort, with all I needed.
4
 

 

 This is an experience probably not too unlike Daniel’s.  Brothers and sisters: “The 

word of God is living and active” (Heb. 4:12).  It is where we meet God and hear his 

voice and are called into a relationship with him.  Beware of any spirituality which 

bypasses the written Word of God!  Daniel was having his quiet time, reading the book of 

Jeremiah, and found himself launched into one of the richest prayers recorded in the 

whole Bible.  Take that to heart and take this book to heart; it is not just idle words for 

you – they are your life! 

 

The Confession 

 Now what was it that Daniel read in the book of Jeremiah?  Chapter and verse 

delineations weren’t around back then, but most likely it was sections like Jeremiah 

25:11-12 and Jeremiah 29:10.  Jeremiah 25:11-12 says, “‘This whole country will 

become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy 

years.  But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his 

nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt,’ declares the Lord, ‘and will make it 

desolate forever.’”  Jeremiah 29:10 – “This is what the Lord says: ‘When seventy years 

are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring 

you back to this place.’”  Prophets like Jeremiah and others warned Israel of its sin and 

the coming judgment in the form of Babylonian captivity.  But they also held out hope, 

hope of a better day, hope of a restoration, hope of a return from exile, and ultimately the 

hope of a messiah and the kingdom of God.  Jeremiah specifically addressed the situation 

that Daniel found himself in and offered the hope that after 70 years Jerusalem would be 

rebuilt.  The time for that was drawing near.  It had been almost 70 years since Daniel 

had been carted off from Jerusalem as a youth and taken to Babylon, nearly 50 years 

since the temple had been destroyed.  Daniel knew that God would not abandon his 

people forever and the time was drawing near when he would be true to his promises and 

restore Jerusalem. 

 And this promise of restoration found in the Scriptures stirred Daniel to prayer.  “I 

prayed to the Lord my God and confessed…”  Daniel’s prayer is a prayer of confession.  

As he pores over the books and encounters the living God he is convicted of his sin and 

brought to the point of complete and utter dependence on God’s undeserved mercy.  That 

seems to be what happens in Scripture when people truly encounter God.  When Isaiah 

sees “the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted” he cries, “Woe to me!  I am ruined!  

For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes 
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have seen the King, the Lord Almighty” (Is. 6:1, 5).  When Peter gets a glimpse of Jesus’ 

divine power through the miraculous catch of fish “he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Go 

away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!’” (Luke 5:8).  This is what the Bible does: on 

every page it reminds us that we are sinful.  You can’t honestly read it and not come to 

that conclusion. 

 Daniel prayed, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of 

love with all who love him and obey his commands, we have sinned and done wrong.  

We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and 

laws.  We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our 

kings, our princes and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.”  Daniel is speaking 

on behalf of the whole people, it’s a confession of corporate sin, but he is not pointing the 

finger at others.  He is implicating himself in this confession.  He is in the we.  

Christianity is not less than personal.  It certainly is personal – we have an individual 

relationship with God through Jesus.  But it’s even more than that.  It’s corporate.  We 

are part of a body – the saints of the Most High, the church.  This is, by the way, why I 

love Saturday Morning Prayer Meetings.  Because we can pray like this!  We pray as a 

group on behalf of our church and for our church.  That’s biblical.  Even in his private, 

personal prayer time, Daniel prays as part of the larger entity of Israel. 

 And he confesses that they have all together been unfaithful to their God.  They 

have sinned and done wrong, been wicked and rebelled, turned away from God’s 

commands and not listened to his voice through the prophets (vv. 5-6).  He admits that 

God is righteous, but they are covered with shame (v. 7).  He recognizes that because of 

their unfaithfulness they have been scattered to foreign countries (v. 7).  He 

acknowledges that their shame stems from the fact that they have sinned ultimately 

against God (v. 8).  “All Israel,” v. 11 (including Daniel), “has transgressed [God’s] law 

and turned away, refusing to obey [him].”  Even though God had punished them for their 

sin by taking them into exile, v. 13 says, still they did not seek the Lord’s favor “by 

turning from [their] sins and giving attention to [his] truth.”  Wrong, wicked, rebellious, 

turning away, refusing to listen, shameful, unfaithful, sinful, disobedient, transgressing, 

iniquitous, unrighteous… Daniel lays it all out there and confesses his and his people’s 

sin. 

 Daniel sees from the books that he and his people have not lived up to God’s 

requirements and that what has happened to him and his people is the direct result of their 

sin against God and Daniel is convicted to the core.  He is guilty before God.  And yet he 

also sees from the same books that God is merciful and forgiving (v. 9).  Even though 

God’s people break their covenant with him, God is righteous and never breaks his 

covenant with them.  In fact, he is forgiving.  I love the last part of v. 18 – “We do not 

make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy.”  Isn’t 

that wonderful?  I also love the repeated emphasis in this prayer and appeal to God’s 

desire to make a name for himself.  Verse 15 says that in bringing his people out of Egypt 

with a mighty hand he “made for [himself] a name that endures to this day.”  Daniel 

pleads in v. 17, “For your sake, O Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary.”  He 

says in v. 18 that Jerusalem is a city that “bears [God’s] Name.”  And in v. 19 he 

concludes with – “O Lord, listen!  O Lord, forgive!  O Lord, hear and act!  For your sake, 

O my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.”  God is 

about making a name for himself and God makes a name for himself by being merciful.  
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The chief attribute of God’s glory that he wants all to behold is his grace.  God wants to 

be famous as the One who forgives.  What an amazing and glorious God who is holy and 

just and righteous and perfect and yet is merciful and compassionate and gracious and 

forgiving! 

 We do not earn God’s favor by being righteous (that would be to make a name for 

ourselves).  We do not deserve his forgiveness.  We cannot work to merit it.  It’s sheer 

grace, and God loves to be known as the God of all grace.  He loves to be adored and 

worshipped as the eternal fountain of mercy.  “We do not make requests of you because 

we are righteous, but because of your great mercy.”  God loves to answer such prayers 

for mercy, for the sake of his Name, for the sake of his reputation as a great and awesome 

God who forgives those who genuinely confess their sins. 

 

The Lord’s Table 

 The Lord says in the book of Isaiah 66:2 – “But this is the one to whom I will 

look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.”  Will we, like 

Daniel, look at God’s Word and tremble because in it we see God and we see that we 

don’t measure up?  Will we confess our wickedness and faults and own up to the fact that 

we “have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23)?  Will we feel the 

gravity of our sin and realize the horror of it and throw ourselves wholly at God’s mercy? 

 Look more closely at v. 11.  There Daniel says, “Therefore the curses and sworn 

judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant of God, have been poured out on us, 

because we have sinned against you.”  This is key.  Daniel is referring back to Dt. 28 – 

the blessing and the curses: blessings for keeping the covenant and curses for breaking it.  

Let me read to you an extended quote from this section of the Law of Moses.  Moses has 

just reiterated the covenant stipulations to the Israelites and now he has told them of the 

many blessings that will be theirs if they keep the law.  Then he says: 

 

However, if you do not obey the Lord your God and do not carefully 

follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these 

curses will come upon you and overtake you: You will be cursed in the 

city and cursed in the country.  Your basket and your kneading trough will 

be cursed.  The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your 

land, and the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks.  You will 

be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out.  The Lord will 

send on you curses, confusion and rebuke in everything you put your hand 

to, until you are destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of the evil 

you have done in forsaking him.  The Lord will plague you with diseases 

until he has destroyed you from the land you are entering to possess.  The 

Lord will strike you with wasting disease, with fever and inflammation, 

with scorching heat and drought, with blight and mildew, which will 

plague you until you perish.  The sky over your head will be bronze, the 

ground beneath you iron.  The Lord will turn the rain of your country into 

dust and powder; it will come down from the skies until you are destroyed.  

The Lord will cause you to be defeated before your enemies.  You will 

come at them from one direction but flee from them in seven, and you will 

become a thing of horror to all the kingdoms on earth.  Your carcasses will 
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be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and there will 

be no one to frighten them away.  The Lord will afflict you with the boils 

of Egypt and with tumors, festering sores and the itch, from which you 

cannot be cured.  The Lord will afflict you with madness, blindness and 

confusion of mind.  At midday you will grope about like a blind man in 

the dark.  You will be unsuccessful in everything you do; day after day 

you will be oppressed and robbed, with no one to rescue you.  You will be 

pledged to be married to a woman, but another will take her and ravish 

her.  You will build a house, but you will not live in it.  You will plant a 

vineyard, but you will not even begin to enjoy its fruit.  Your ox will be 

slaughtered before your eyes, but you will eat none of it.  Your donkey 

will be forcibly taken from you and will not be returned.  Your sheep will 

be given to your enemies, and no one will rescue them.  Your sons and 

daughters will be given to another nation, and you will wear out your eyes 

watching for them day after day, powerless to lift a hand.  A people that 

you do not know will eat what your land and labor produce, and you will 

have nothing but cruel oppression all your days.  The sights you see will 

drive you mad.  The Lord will afflict your knees and legs with painful 

boils that cannot be cured, spreading from the soles of your feet to the top 

of your head.  The Lord will drive you and the king you set over you to a 

nation unknown to you or your fathers.  There you will worship other 

gods, gods of wood and stone.  You will become a thing of horror and an 

object of scorn and ridicule to all the nations where the Lord will drive 

you.  You will sow much seed in the field but you will harvest little, 

because locusts will devour it.  You will plant vineyards and cultivate 

them but you will not drink the wine or gather the grapes, because worms 

will eat them.  You will have olive trees throughout your country but you 

will not use the oil, because the olives will drop off.  You will have sons 

and daughters but you will not keep them, because they will go into 

captivity.  Swarms of locusts will take over all your trees and the crops of 

your land.  The alien who lives among you will rise above you higher and 

higher, but you will sink lower and lower.  He will lend to you, but you 

will not lend to him.  He will be the head, but you will be the tail.  All 

these curses will come upon you.  They will pursue you and overtake you 

until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the Lord your God and 

observe the commands and decrees he gave you.  They will be a sign and a 

wonder to you and your descendants forever.  Because you did not serve 

the Lord your God joyfully and gladly in the time of prosperity, therefore 

in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you will serve the 

enemies the Lord sends against you.  He will put an iron yoke on your 

neck until he has destroyed you.  The Lord will bring a nation against you 

from far away, from the ends of the earth, like an eagle swooping down, a 

nation whose language you will not understand, a fierce-looking nation 

without respect for the old or pity for the young.  They will devour the 

young of your livestock and the crops of your land until you are destroyed.  

They will leave you no grain, new wine or oil, nor any calves of your 
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herds or lambs of your flocks until you are ruined.  They will lay siege to 

all the cities throughout your land until the high fortified walls in which 

you trust fall down.  They will besiege all the cities throughout the land 

the Lord your God is giving you.  Because of the suffering that your 

enemy will inflict on you during the siege, you will eat the fruit of the 

womb, the flesh of the sons and daughters the Lord your God has given 

you.  Even the most gentle and sensitive man among you will have no 

compassion on his own brother or the wife he loves or his surviving 

children, and he will not give to one of them any of the flesh of his 

children that he is eating.  It will be all he has left because of the suffering 

your enemy will inflict on you during the siege of all your cities.  The 

most gentle and sensitive woman among you – so sensitive and gentle that 

she would not venture to touch the ground with the sole of her foot – will 

begrudge the husband she loves and her own son or daughter the afterbirth 

from her womb and the children she bears.  For she intends to eat them 

secretly during the siege and in the distress that your enemy will inflict on 

you in your cities.  If you do not carefully follow all the words of this law, 

which are written in this book, and do not revere this glorious and 

awesome name – the Lord your God – the Lord will send fearful plagues 

on you and your descendants, harsh and prolonged disasters, and severe 

and lingering illnesses.  He will bring upon you all the diseases of Egypt 

that you dreaded, and they will cling to you.  The Lord will also bring on 

you every kind of sickness and disaster not recorded in this Book of the 

Law, until you are destroyed.  You who were as numerous as the stars in 

the sky will be left but few in number, because you did not obey the Lord 

your God.  Just as it pleased the Lord to make you prosper and increase in 

number, so it will please him to ruin and destroy you.  You will be 

uprooted from the land you are entering to possess.  Then the Lord will 

scatter you among all nations, from one end of the earth to the other.  

There you will worship other gods – gods of wood and stone, which 

neither you nor your fathers have known.  Among those nations you will 

find no repose, no resting place for the sole of your foot.  There the Lord 

will give you an anxious mind, eyes weary with longing, and a despairing 

heart.  You will live in constant suspense, filled with dread both night and 

day, never sure of your life.  In the morning you will say, “If only it were 

evening!” and in the evening, “If only it were morning!” – because of the 

terror that will fill your hearts and the sights that your eyes will see.  The 

Lord will send you back in ships to Egypt on a journey I said you should 

never make again.  There you will offer yourselves for sale to your 

enemies as male and female slaves, but no one will buy you. (Dt. 28:15-

68) 

 

Sounds a bit like hell, doesn’t it?  Is sin serious business or what?  And the thing 

is, folks: we all have broken God’s holy laws and therefore deserve God’s just wrath to 

be poured out on us in hell.  But I want you to listen to the Apostle Paul’s logic in 

Galatians 3.  I read all of that in Deuteronomy in order set this up in Galatians.  Paul says 
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that “all who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: ‘Cursed is 

everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law’” (Gal. 

3:10).  When measured against the law we are all law breakers and are under a curse.  But 

listen to what Paul says next – “[But] Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 

becoming a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13).  Paul says in another of his letters that “God made 

him who had no sin [viz., Christ] to be sin for us” (2Cor. 5:21).  For those of you who 

humbly confess your sin before God and acknowledge the fact that you deserved to be 

accursed, Christ took your curse, your wrongdoing, wickedness, rebellion, turning away, 

refusing to listen, shame, unfaithfulness, sin, disobedience, transgressions, iniquities, and 

unrighteousness upon himself and bore the full brunt of the wrath those deeds deserved in 

our place.  He took eternal hell and exhausted it on our behalf on the cross so that we 

would never have to experience it on our own.  The Lord, in keeping with all his 

righteous acts, has turned away his anger and his wrath from us and diverted it onto Jesus 

in our stead, making him an object of scorn on the cross.  Isn’t that amazing?! 

The Bible is clear: “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us” (1Jn. 1:8).  We must confess our sins.  We are shot through with sin.  

Every thought, every motivation is tainted by the evil of our hearts.  We are riddled with 

wickedness.  We can’t deny it.  We can’t downplay it.  We can’t cover it up.  We can’t 

make up for it.  But also in the Bible we have promises like these “If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” 

(1Jn. 1:8-9).  This isn’t just something we do once and we’re done.  We must constantly 

assume a posture of humility before God that confesses that we are horrific sinners in dire 

need and that depends entirely on God’s free mercy in Christ Jesus.  We have to 

completely let go and sob like a 5 year old who got caught throwing rocks on the 

playground and got in trouble at school and had to tell his parents the awful news.  We 

deserve nothing but God’s curse, but if we confess our sins to him he gives us nothing but 

Christ’s blessings.  If you don’t believe that there is such a thing as sin, and that sin is 

horrific, and that you are a horrific sinner, then you have no part in Christianity and 

Christianity has nothing for you.  But if you realize and confess that you are a sinner in 

need of sheer grace, then you can be completely forgiven on account of Christ’s atoning 

sacrifice. 

Brennan Manning tells the story… 

 

[Several] years ago in a large city in the far West, rumors spread 

that a certain Catholic woman was having visions of Jesus.  The reports 

reached the archbishop.  He decided to check her out.  There is always a 

fine line between the authentic mystic and the lunatic fringe. 

 “Is it true, m’am, that you have visions of Jesus?” asked the cleric. 

 “Yes,” the woman replied simply. 

 “Well, the next time you have a vision, I want you to ask Jesus to 

tell you the sins that I confessed in my last confession.” 

 The woman was stunned.  “Did I hear you right, bishop?  You 

actually want me to ask Jesus to tell me the sins of your past?” 

 “Exactly.  Please call me if anything happens.” 

 Ten days later the woman notified her spiritual leader of a recent 

apparition.  “Please come,” she said. 
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 Within the hour the archbishop arrived.  He trusted eye-to-eye 

contact.  “You just told me on the telephone that you actually had a vision 

of Jesus.  Did you do what I asked?” 

 “Yes, bishop, I asked Jesus to tell me the sins you confessed in 

your last confession.” 

 The bishop leaned forward with anticipation.  His eyes narrowed. 

 “What did Jesus say?” 

 She took his hand and gazed deep into his eyes.  “Bishop,” she 

said, “these are his exact words: ‘I CAN’T REMEMBER.’”
5
 

 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 11:28 that “a man ought to examine himself before he 

eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.”  Let’s spend some time doing that… 

 

Benediction 
May the Lord grant you humility, conviction, repentance, and confession so that he may 

make a name for himself as the God who graciously forgives sin! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sermon was addressed originally to the people at Immanuel Baptist Church, Chicago, Illinois, by Pastor 

Nathan Carter on Sunday morning, July 8, 2007.  It is not meant to be a polished essay or substitute for personal 

Bible study.  The vision of Immanuel Baptist Church is to transform sinners into a holy people who find 

fulfillment for their hunger for beauty, meaning, and eternal satisfaction in the glory of Christ alone. 

 

End notes: 

                                                 
1
 G.K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy (1908). 

2
 William Shakespeare, Macbeth, Act IV, scene i, line 25. 

3
 Ronald S. Wallace, The Message of Daniel: The Lord is King, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove: 

IVP), 147. 
4
 Martin Neimoller, Report of the National Bible Society (October 1959), 9. 

5
 Brennan Manning, The Ragamuffin Gospel (Sisters, OR: Multnomah, 1990/2000), 115-116. 
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Appendix: 

Prayers of Confession from the Book of Common Prayer: 

 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 

We have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep,  

We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,  

We have offended against your holy laws,  

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  

And we have done those things which we ought not to have done,  

And there is no health in us:  

But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders;  

Spare them, O God, which confess their faults,  

Restore them that are penitent,  

According to your promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord:  

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  

That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  

To the glory of your holy Name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Maker of all things, judge of all men: 

We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 

which we repeatedly and most grievously have committed, 

by thought, word, and deed, against your divine Majesty, 

provoking most justly your wrath and indignation against us. 

We do earnestly repent, 

and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 

the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 

the burden of them is intolerable. 

Have mercy upon us, 

have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and grant that we may ever hereafter 

serve and please you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of thy Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 


